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PBEFACE 


*• No apology will be needed for the publication of a book devoted 
to an account of the ^ Village Communities ’ as found in the 
several provinces of India. In this department, at any rate, 
there is a distinctly vacant place. But an apology is very 
i much needed for the imperfect manner in which the attempt to 
! supply the want has now been made. That there are mistakes 
' of detail I cannot but fear; that there are other defects will be 
only too evident. But the errors will at least be such as admit 
I of ready correction by superior knowledge, 
i There is another matter for apology. The accounts of the 
Indian village which have hitherto appeared are either brief 
and generalised, or they represent an ideal rather than an actual 
form of the institution. There has been no means of testing 
such accounts ; and it is small wonder that a particular theory 
of the Indian village has become accepted — and, indeed, some- 
times taken for granted — by the ablest authors when discussing 
the rules of Hindu law, or tracing the history of institutions. 
It is impossible for any later writer wishing to give a faithful 
account of village-tenui'es to avoid pointing out the errors which 
an abstract and unified conception of ^ the village ’ can hardly 
fail to produce. But, to borrow a phrase of Professor Ashley’s, 

‘ the piety of the disciple takes a controversial form ’ solely with 
regard to this theory of Indian villages ; and he intends neither 
to undervalue the works alluded to nor to show any want of 
respect for their authors* 
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Finally, I cannot but anticipate that one class of readers 
may be inclined to repi^ach me with not having more explicitly 
pronounced a judgment, if it is only a provisional one, on the 
facts set out. But, in truth, the present state of the question 
seems to me to be such that a contribution to the materials for 
a decision will be more useful than any deductions which I 
could formulate. 

Whatever conclusions have hitherto been drawn from tlu> 
phenomena of the Indian village have proceeded, almost tin-* 
avoidably, from a slender basis of fact ; they have been drawn, 
too, in disregard of a number of circumstances, the impcafanct.v 
of which in forming a just opinion will be obvious as srion 
those circumstances are explained. I confess, therefore, to 
have felt more concerned about marshalling the flicts of tin*- 
case and setting forth the conditions under which those facts 1 
are found, than with elaborating arguments and conclusions, j 
Nevertheless, the book will, I venture to think, bring out with ■ 
tolerable distinctness the view that the ‘joint-village’ of India 
is not the universal or the most ancient form ; and that the 
common-holding of land (where it is not tlie result of some 
special voluntary association) is traceable only among tluv 
superior tenures of the Hindu-Aryans and the later trifles wlit. 
settled in Northern or Upper India. Or, if I may state tlu 
matter somewhat more particularly, that the so-called joint- 
village followed, and did not precede, the village of separate 
holdings ; and that in those cases where it represents a section 
of a tribal or clan territory, it derives a rather delusive appear- 
ance of being held ‘in common’ from certain features of clan 
life and union ; while in the very numerous eases in wliich it is 
a small estate connected with an individual founder, the joint- 
ownership depends solely ^ on the existence of the ‘ joint-family ’ — 

^ That is, allowing (as above) for certain cases where a group of colo- 
nists or others has been formed by voluntary association and has cult i- ' 
vated on a joint-stock prineiple—a matter which has obviously nothing 
to do with * archaic ’ custom, i 
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ue, on tlie law or custom of the joint-inheritance of a number 
of co-heirs in succession to an original founder or acquirer. 
How and when the joint-inheritance and the joint-family came 
to be invented may be a diflScult question ; but if the idea of 
the joint-family is not primitive, nor found among all tribes or 
races, and is rather the special creation of the developed ‘ Hindu ’ 
law and custom as such, and if it is only found among other 
tribes after more or less contact with Hindu- Aryans, then the 
joint-village cannot be demonstrably a primitive, still less a 
once universal, form of land-holding. 

B. H. BADEN-POWELL. 


OxFORB : 8e])kmhGr 1890. 
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Brraia 

Page 136, line 24 ; for Ahom read Aliom 
„ 153, line 25; /or The Ho adds Mmida read The Ho and 
Munda 

„ 177, note (hiu ) ; for Kanfira read Kanara 
„ 187, note 1 ; for Khsatriyd read Kshatriya 
„ 210 (note), 219, 283; /or Dakhun read Daklian 
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FOTE OK THE SPELLING OP OEIEKTAL WOEDS 

Technical terms in the Indian languages are printed in italic 
letters and transliterated, as far as possible, on the system used by 
the Eoyal Asiatic Society. 

The reader not acquainted with any Indian dialect will have no 
difficulty in pronouncing the words if he gives ih.Q continental sound 
to the vowels ; or comparing them with Englislb words : — 

a— a, as the % in — the a in ^ father J The sound of 

English a in ‘ fiat ’ is unknown to any Indian language. 

i — i, as ‘ pit ’ — ‘ peat.’ 

u — u, as ‘ pull ’ — ‘ pool.’ 

0 — always fnll, as in ^ dej^dt.’ 

e— always as the ‘ ay ’ in ‘ hay ’ ; ^ ai ’ as the 4 ’ in ‘ fire ’ ; ^ au ’ 
as the ^ on ’ in ^ bough ’ : ^ y ’ is always a consonant. 

Of the consonants, it is hardly necessary to say anything for the 
English reader, except to notice that the ^ g ’ is always hard ; and 
that the ‘j ’ is employed with its usual (English) sound. The 
inverted comma or apostrophe indicates the Arabic ^am ; and the 
two forms of the Arabic kaf are distinguished, as * k ’ and * q ’ (in 
the latter case without the conventional * u ’ added). The kh, and 
gh (underlined) indicate the gutturals ; fi in a final syllable indi' 
cates the nasal pronunciation. ‘ Th,’ it may conveniently be added, 
is never sibilant (either as in ‘thin’ or ‘this’) in any Indian 
dialect ; Mt is ‘ t ’ with an added aspirate. I may call attention to 
the c, which=ch, and saves the awkwardness of 'writing Hindi 
forms when the letter is both aspirated and reduplicated, as often 
is the case. In familiar words printed in ordinary type, I have 
retained the ‘ ch,’ as there it seems more natural. 

I have used a modified spelling for the common vrords mnjat 
(m%yat)f Tdluqddr (Ta^alluqdar), and mauza (mauza.^)* Indeed, 
when these words are written in any dialect that does not use the 
Persi- Arabic alphabet, they are actually so spelt (very nearly). 

When necessary to indicate the language or dialect, an initial 
has been added in brackets : S= Sanskrit, H=Hmdi, M=Marath2, 
A=: Arabic, P=:PersiaB, Tam=Tamii, Tel=Telngu, Karn=Ean- 
arese, or the Karnata language. 

^ It may be in Burmese ; and, though it is frequent and varied in classical 
Arabic, it is not so sounded in Indian use. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE INDIAN VILLAGE AND ITS FORMS IN GENERAL 

Section I— The commonly eeceived View of 
Village-tenures 

It may safely "be assumed that the term ^ Indian Village Com- 
munity’ will not sound strange or unintelligible to English 
readers. As to the meaning which the term conveys, it is not 
so easy to feel confident. Our standard histories of India usually 
present us with a picture (more or less detailed) of what ^ the 
Indian village/ as an institution, is ; and some of the passages 
in which these accounts are contained have, not undeservedly, 
become almost classical. We also, at the present day, instinc- 
tively connect the idea of ‘village community’ with that of a 
survival of ancient forms of common ownership of land, a sur- 
vival which the intense conservatism of Eastern countries has 
made possible. There is no one book, as far as I am aware, 
that, dealing chiefly or solely with village-tenures, contains the 
collected evidence regarding the details of their history and their 
varied forms ; it is not surprising, therefore, that such knowledge 
of the subject as has become current is of a highly generalised 
and often theoretical character. 

It may be useful to recount briefly what is usually held 
regarding Indian villages, and; see how far we can accept familiar 
ideas as a groundwork for a more detailed examination of the 
subject. It is understood, to begin with, that the country dis- 

B 
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tricts are almost everywliere divided np izito groups of lioldiiigs 
whicli, for want of a iDetter name, are called tillages' or 
^ townships/ Here and there, and sometimes tJiroughoiit whole 
provinces, it is remembered, the ownership of ^ villages ' has 
been absorbed by the growth of a wider landlord interest, as, 
in Bengal, and Ondh, and part of Madras. In these cases tlie 
superior tenure has overshadowed the villages, and they have 
become mere groups of tenants, or have always been so, being 
located by the landlord himself. Otherwise, the villages are 
independent, and I’epresent, in fact, the primary form of land- 
ownership in general, and as such, constitute the chief agricul- 
tural feature of numerous ‘districts.’^ If for a moment I may 
illustrate the general state of things with reference to familiar 
English institutions, without unduly implying any connection 
between the institutions themselves, I might say that in 
some cases villages have been swallow^ed up in great ^ manors/ 
under the lords of them ; and in this case the village-organisation 
has often decayed. In other cases the villages have escaped 
being so absorbed, either because no ^ lord ' has arisen ovei'them^ 
or because such lords as once possessed them have disappeared, 
being destroyed by war or stress of times ; or, more curiously 
still, because such villages have become little " manors ’ of them- 
selves ; the lordship that has grown up has either been conter- 
minous with the village, or has broken up into a number of 
fragments which are ^ villages.^ In all the latter cases we have 
^ villages ’ as the independent elements of the agricultural sys- 
tem, with no ^ lord ^ over them except the state or the ruler. 

So far,^ the general idea is qnite in correspondence with 
the reality of things. But when it is farther inquired what is 
understood to be the nature of the ‘ village-community ’ or 
^ township,’ it will probably be most frequently answered that 
the village, though existing in some variety of form, approxi- 
mates in general to a single type, of w^hich the important 

^ The ‘ District ’ (sometimes called Collectorate) is the administrative 
unit into which each province is divided. In some respects it answers 
to the ‘ county ’ in England. See my Short Accotmi of the Land Bevenue 
dc, of British India (Clarendon Press, 1894, p. ^2). 

^ And allowing for cases where, owing to physical conditions, village- 
groups are not formed at all. 
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feature is that there is some kind of ‘ holding in common ’ of the 
village area, either still surviving at the present daVj or which 
existed in former times. The village is further supposed to 
consist of the group of connected families which pi’ohably once 
acknowledged blood-relationship, but now, having lost the recol- 
lection of it, is only held together hj the land occupied in com- 
mon. For this reason the term ^ village community ’ as applied 
to India has been generally taken to imply not only a local 
group of landholders, but something of a communistic type as 
regards the property in land. Some writers also have made use 
of such terms as ^ rural communes ’ or ^ village corporations ’ — 
terms which we may allow to pass, though they can only be used 
by way of a rather loose analogy. 

At this point the popular theory becomes, I fear, open to 
several objections. The most serious is that it generalises m a 
way which is not warrantable ; it ignores the fact that, even 
taking the widest possible view of the subject, two types of vil- 
lage must be recognised — one that has, and one that has not, 
any appearance of joint or common ownership. In the latter 
type, which for convenience we call the miyatiudn, there is no 
evidence that the holdings were ever otherwise than separate 
and independent. But even in the ^ joint’ type, it is almost 
equally important not to confuse the whole of the villages to- 
gether, but to recognise the very diiSerent principles or bases 
of union which exist : the joint-village on a tribal basis is very 
different from that which depends on succession of joint heirs to 
an iiuUvidual founder, and that, again, is different from the group 
formed by families on no tribal and no aristocratic basis, or on 
voluntary association. The whole argument of this book is not 
so much to throw doubt on the general idea of early communal 
.ownership, as to insist on the specific facts of Indian village 
history, and to the qualified in which such collective owner- 
ship as is deemed predicable can be asserted. It is especially 
necessary to point out that in all cases the collective ownership | 
has nothing to do with any social community of goods ; it is a 1 
question of some bond of union among conquering and superior 
tribes, or among a family proud of its descent from some aristo- 
cratic founder. 

Even so preliminary and general a criticism of the usually 

B‘2 


4 


THE HSTDIAN YILLACtE OOMMUXITY 


received theory of Indian villages may be open to the objection 
that it also calls in question to some extent the general conclu- 
sions which have the authority of the late Sii H. S. 3Iaxiie» 
May I say once for all, that in respect and admiration for the 
author of the' JEarly History of Insfihdions^ and of the Village 
Gommtmities, I yield to no one ? But it seems to me that the 
author himself would have been the very last to hold that no 
modification of his theory was ever possible. The results arrived 
at in these well-known works are professedly only probable 
conclusions from such evidence as the writer bad before him at 
the time, and which he certainly did not regard as complete. 
It can hardly be doubted that the information available when 
Sir H. S. Maine wrote was very far from being what it has 
since become. None of the reports on the Panjab frontier tribal- 
villages were written — or at least were available in print ; and 
the greater part of the best Settlement Reports of the North- 
West Provinces, Oudh and the Panjab, are dated in years 
subsequent to the publication of Village Coramumites, Further, 
the Settlement Reports of the Oentral Provinces, the District 
Manuals of Southern India, and the Survey Repoits and 
Gazetteers of the Bombay districts, were many of them not 
written, and the others were hardly known beyond the confines 
of those presidencies. In this fact I find the explanation of the 
total omission in Sir H. S. Maine’s pages of any specific mention 
of the raiyatwdri form of village, and the little notice he takes 
of the tribal or clan constitution of Indian races in general, and 
of the frontier tribal villages in the Panjrib.^ 

If, however, it has become necessary to modify our concep- 
tion of collective-ownership as applied to Indian villages, and 
to recast some other conclusions, this modification will in no 
respect suggest any diminution of the value and authority of tlie. 
works alluded to. They will still continue to be our lasting 
possessions not only as models of lucid exposition, but as j)er- 

^ This is the more remarkable because Sect. III. in the Early lyufi- 
Uitions deals 's^ith the clan and kinship ; but the author evidently had 
seen nothing directly to connect the clan and the village in Upper India ; 
he turns away to suppose the village-group to belong to a stage when kin- 
ship is largely forgotten and when the land (always supposed to be held 
in common) is the chief bond of union. 
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manent guides to scientific method in the collection and use of 
materials. Indeed, it is not too much to say that we owe to 
Sir H. S. Maine’s invaluable iDioneer work the very possibility 
of further advance ; since his work has constantly suggested the 
lines of inquiry which our later detailed reports have pursued. 

But some readers may further be disposed to regard the 
Indian case as necessarily concluded by a general verdict on the 
European evidence as to archaic common ownership of land. It 
would be quite beyond my scope to discuss the wide question ol 
early ^ collective ownership ’ as a universal phenomenon of 
ancient times ; but more than one of the hitherto received proofs 
or instances has of late years been rendered at least question- 
able owing to the re-examination of texts and documents ; and 
some cases of apparent common-holding supposed to be ancient 
have turned out to be comparatively modern, or to be explainable 
on other principles. I would not, however, venture to approach 
the subject, except for the one reason that if it is really the fact 
that in all the countries of the West ownership of land in 
common ’ was a recognised feature in a certain (archaic) stage 
of social progress, then, no doubt, it might afibrd an a fnori 
reason, inclining us to believe that the Indian evidence must 
support a similar conclusion in the East. But I submit that 
under the circumstances of doubt that exist as to the European 
phenomena, the Indian case may with advantage be dealt with 
on its own merits, and without any predisposition one way or 
the other. 

At any rate, I think that we have every right to insist that 
the distinct existence of a type of Indian village in which 
^ ownership in common ’ cannot be proved to be a feature either 
of the past or present should be duly acknowledged ^ and that 
it is hardly possible to appeal to tlie Indian village community ’ 
as evidence in any general question of archaic land-custom or of 
economic science, if we first obtain a single type by leaving out 
of view the wide area of country which furnishes divergent 
forms or features. And further, when the details of the history 
of the Northern Indian villages are so much better known, it 
becomes imperative to give due weight to the fundamental 
differences of structure and origin which exist among the ^ joint ’ 
villages themselves ; for these difierences must largely affect the 
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sense in which we predicate ‘ holding in common ’ or ‘ collective 

ownership’ of any or all of them. ^ 

In the first place, then, in deprecating the absence of aii 
acknowledgment of two broad types of village in India, I think 
that I do not misrepresent the opinions actually expressed by 
Sir H. S. Maine when I conclude that distinctive eviilence re- 
garding one type of village was not before him— that type which 
I have called the raiyattmri village, in which the separate 
holders (or miyat), whatever spirit of union they may have pos- 
sessed, never represented co-sharers in a unit estate nor ac- 
knowledged any form of common own ei ship. 

The following passages appear to me to be conclusive on the 
subject. ‘ Over the greater part of the couiiti'y, writes Sir H. 
Maine,*^ ‘ the village community has not been absorbed in any 
larger collection or lost in a teiTitorial ai’ea of wider extent. 
For fiscal and legal purposes it is the pw^’^leiary ^mit of Urge anl 
populous proviwes’ (the italics here and elsewhere are mine). 
This may indeed be understood to allow that other provinces may 
exhibit some differences ; but there is no hint that any such 
differences may involve a distinction in principle, as they really 
do. j!bid in another passage in which the author emphasises 
his desire to recognise considerable variety, it is still evident 
that it is only variety within the general lines of common holding ; 
it does not extend to distinguishing or accounting for the 
TCciyutwcl'Ti principle. ^ In the account of the Indian cuitiv ating 
group which follows,’ he says, ‘ you will understand that I con- 
fine myself to fundamental points, and, further, that I am at- 
tempting to describe a typical form tou-hichthe village communi- 
ties appear to me on tlie evidence I have seen to app-oxhnate, 
rather than a model to which all existing groups called by the 
name can be exactly fitted.’ ® This unity of general type indeed 
necessarily follows from the way in which collective ownership 
is assumed to be universal as a primary stage. And the general 
type is accordingly presented of a group of persons not only 
connected (really or by a fiction) by common descent, but who 

^ The word rcmjat, sometimes written phonetically ryot, is (correctly) 
the Arahie rafiyat, and means ‘ subject,’ ‘ protected,’ &o.; hence any.land- 
• holder subject to the Crown or to a landlord. 

® ViU. Oomm. pp. 12, 13. * Ibid. p. 107. 
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also own the land in common or collectively. This typical com- 
munity is distinguished by the absence, originally, of any one 
headman superior to the rest, the co-sharers being represented 
by a council of heads of families or houses. Recognising also 
that there often are inferiors and dependents (tenants) included 
in the village group, the author considers that these also formed 
part of the ‘ brotherhood/ ^ The brotherhood, in fact, forms a 
kind of ‘ hierarchy,’ the degrees of which are determined by 
the order in which the various sets of cultivating families have 
amalgamated with the community.^ 

In another place the author, speaking of ideas of ownership 
in land as prevalent in India generally, remarks that ownership 
was understood, ‘but joint ownership by bodies of men was the 
rule, several ownership by individuals the exception.’ ^ And 
in an interesting passage in the Um^ly Sistonj of Institutions, 
the village group in general is traced to some form of expan- 
sion of the single family, in which the sense of common descent 
is gradually lost, and ‘the assemblage of cultivators is held 
together solely by the land which they till in common.’ In 
India, even where division of the culturable holdings has intro- 
duced separate ownership, and the waste only is held in common, 
the Imlian village commimity is a hocly of men held together hy the 
land that they occupy. 

Now, such a general typical description cannot be applied at 
all to one class, and that by far the largest, of Indian villages. 
The form of village of which it is to a great extent a true repre- 
sentation is confined to India north of the Vindhyan Hill series 
— Le. to the Panjab, the North-West Provinces, and Oudh, 
probably in former times including the northern part of Bengal 
knowm as Bihar, A few villages of the same kind are found in 
Upper Western India (Gujarat), and there are wide-spread 

^ VilL Comm. pp. 123, 175, and compare p. 179, where some interesting 
remarks are made on the position of the grain-dealer in the village. 

® Ibid. pp. 176, 177, This is something quite different from there being 
merely different grades of social rank in the village, such as landlord, 
tenant, farm-labourer, low-caste menial, &c. ; it is something within a 
general ^ brotherhood.^ 

® Ibid, p, 222. 

^ Barly History of Institutions, pp. 77-82. (The italics in all these 
passages are mine.) 
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traces of formerly existing sliared (or landlord) village estates in 
tlia Dakhan and in certain parts of South India. But, broadly 
speaking, this form of village was never universal : it always 
implies, as I have said already, the growth of some individual 
overlordship or some settlement of conquering clans or expansion 
of families with their own notions of equal riglit and, superiority 
to inferior races : it never extended generally over the greater 
part of Eastern, Central, Western and Soiitlierii India. 

A better idea will be formed about the relative impcjrt an ce of 
the areas in which the joint and the mijfakrari villnges respec- 
tively are the prevalent kinds, if we set down the ihwinces, witli 
their area and population. 


Provinces i 

ik'iisiry . 

iVrca in squnre nJlcv : jftur.-fhirion pt 
^ ;"qi;are ivS:\- 

T . , .-n (The Panjab ‘ 110,667 188 

Joint villages pre- l. pr .^Y^p^vinces: 88,286 ! 411 

valent , 24^217 | 522 

Total . . I 

. S18,170 1 

Separate ownership > 
OTTdiyatwnri vil- ! 
lages prevalent; | 
traces of joint- i ' 
villages once in ;"| 
existence locally, j 
and Ixoin special ! 
causes j 

^Bengal 

Bombay and 1 

1 Sindh / 

Madras 

Ajmer ^ 

Goorg 

Central Pro- 
vinces 

Berfir 

Assam 

151,543 1 471 

77.275 '1 207 \ 

! 47.789/ I, 117 ;■ 

141.189 ! 256' 

i 2,711 i 200 

i 1,58.3 : 109 

86,-501 125 

17,718 103 

49,004 112 

1 Total . . I 

. 675,313 ” 


As to the second point — the real nature of the collective 
ownership that is obsez’vable in the northern Indian joint-village 

^ In Ajmer and in the Central Provinces the revenue system has pro- 
duced artihciahy a new proprietary title to the villages; but it is un- 
doubtedly the fact that, in, both, the villages were naturally rtriyaimnri. 
I have alluded to the probability of joint-villages once existing in the 
Bihar districts forming a part of Bengal. On the other hand, t}.ie se{|xiel 
will show that in' Oiidli and the old Hindu kingdoms of the North-west 
rmyatwari form of village was originally prevalent among the lower 
castes and aborigines when the Hindu Eajas held the dominion ; so the 
one case at least balances the other. If I added the Native States of 
Biljputana, Central India, and the Niziim’s Territory, the miyatwafi area 
would preponderate still more. 
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— niy observations must be reserved to a later stage. Before any 
remarks on tlie subject would be intelligible it will be necessary 
to consider a number of other matters. It will be desirable, 
therefore, at once to present the reader with a sketch which aims 
at placing before him the two forms of village in contrast. It is 
easy to describe the raiyatwari village, because in the nature of 
things its form is one : more difficult is it, to sketch the other 
typej because its forms are several — that is to say, putting aside 
minor modifications in details of internal constitution, there are 
some fundamental distinctions which co-exist with a certain 
outward appearance of uniformity. 

Without further prelude, however, the attempt to present 
each type of village in its proper character must be made. 

Section II. — The Two Forms of Village-tenure 
A. The Baiyahvdri Village 

In this form of village, so widely prevalent, the group of 
holdings in no sense forms a ^ proprietary unit ; ’ and the term 
‘ community ’ is properly applied to the group of landholders 
only so long as it is employed to indicate the connection which 
a group of cultivators must have when located in one place, 
bound by certain customs, with certain interests in common, and 
possessing within the circle of their village the means of local 
government, and of satisfying the wants of life without much 
reference to neighbouring villages. 

It is quite possible that when the first Dravidian and other 
tribesmen formed villages on this pattern, there was some 
general idea of tribal union, and that every member of the clan 
was entitled to receive an allotment suflS.cient for his wants ; but 
there is no tece of any common holding of the land occupied ; 
the several portions of the village are allotted or taken up 
severally, and are enjoyed quite independently from the first. I 
make this allusion to the clan or tribe, because in the countries 
marked by the prevalence of villages of this type we are almost 
always able to note evidences of a tribal stage of society which 
will be described in due course. There, were clan-divisions of 
territory, containing a number of villages, each under its own 
headman or chief, who was a natural and essential part of the 
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institution. TLis alone places this form of village in contrast 
with the other form, in which, as Sir H. S. Maine has promi- 
nently remarked, the ^ headman ’ is not originally a feature of the 
constitution. It may be concluded with reference to any possilde 
numbers of the earliest agricultural tribes, as well as to the 
immense area of the country, that the villages were at first 
scattered over the jungle-clad plains at considerable distances 
apart, but within certain general boundaries of clan-territory. 
Each village group contained a number of househokl or family 
holdings, the holdings being larger or smaller as the means and 
the requirements of each suggested. In the oldest customs we 
shall find special allotments of land reserved in each tillage for 
the chief, for the worship of the deity, and so forth ; but there 
is no community of interest in the cultivated lots. 

The cultivated area is naturally surrounded by waste and 
woodland, which may extend for some distance before the 
* sphere ’ of another village is reached. We have no e’sddence, 
as far as I can discover, of any formal tribal or other procedure 
for allotting the several village areas within the territory occupied 
by the tribe or clan. The area available for tillage was very 
large in proportion to existing tribal numbers ; and the naturally 
connected groups of families could settle where they pleased 
within the general area recognised as belonging to tlieir clan. 
As the headman or chief of each village was always an important 
personage, it was doubtless by Ms influence that the site for 
clearing and settlement was selected; and several neighbouring 
headmen in consultation could prevent any clashing of interests, 
even if such occurred, which is not likely.^ Under the influence 
of established custom — that potent factor in Indian affairs — we 
find in later times that the headman regulated subsequent 
extensions of the cultivation and disposed of disputes about the 
occupation of fresh lands. When a Eaja was (perhaps in still 
later days) established, it was always understood that there was 
no appropriation of waste land without permission, though in 
practice such appropriation was often tacitly allowed, and indeed 

^ I am alluding, of course, to the earliest agricultural villages founded 
by the original settlers, who could hardly have found any human enemies, 
but must ha ve* found the available area enormously in excess of any pos- 
sible requirements. 
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freely enconraged * for the eaidy State authorities were only too 
glad to see more land cultivated, because the King’s revenue 
share of the produce, which was from very early times liis chief 
resource, was thereby increased. 

Thus, the waste adjoining the village was not the ^common 
property ’ of the village, any more than it is at the present day. 
And consequently in early times the boundaries between village 
and village were rarely, if ever, defined. It was only if one 
village was at enmity with the next that some definition of 
spheres ’ would be made. There is reason to believe that only 
the dan territories were more definitely demarcated, and that 
encroachments on these would have led to resistance. I have 
been told of cases among the Assam clans, where one group 
would turn out in war array to prevent a neighbouring group 
trespassing on their grounds. This is in the hill country, where 
each group-area consists of a large tract of ‘jungle ’ and only, a 
certain part of it is taken in hand at a time, by reason of the 
practice of shifting cultivation^ 

It is only reasonable to suppose that from the earliest times 
of tribal settlement the several tribal or clan areas were 
jealously guarded. But a general sense of right of some kind 
over a given neighbourhood is quite consistent with very vague 
ideas of actual ownership ; and there is not the smallest reason j 
to believe that in any early non-Aryan village the adjacent j 
waste was ever regarded as a definite property available for - 
partition at the option of the resident gronp of cultivators ; nor 
was it supposed that each man had a right to. an area of waste 
proportioned to his arable holding, or any other share such as is 
always recognised in case of the waste belonging to joint or 
landlord villages. All traces of early custom show the villages 
just in the same condition in this respect as miyatwdri villages 
of to-day. It should be remembered that the waste was always 
used for grazing, and that hay-fields and hay-cutting are still 
generally unknown ; ^ hence there would be no need for dividing 

^ This is described at p. 53, 

^ In the hills between Simla and the plains, where there is no forest 
but a large expanse of hill-side which does produce hay, there is an excep- 
tional custom of marking out the area into ^ doles ’ or strips (gfJidsnt), 
which are aUotced among the landholders ; and the area is only used for 
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grass lands into ‘ doles ’ for ■ Lay, as in tlie English \'illage of 
former days. Hence, too, there would be no opportiiiiitj^ for a 
'sense of ownership to develop. It is doubtless tliis absence of 
definite claim to anything bej^ond the appropriated and cleared 
holding that made it so easy for the first rulers to assiiirie their 
(ve'ry ancient) right to the waste. But wlierever a village was 
made over by a Eaja, who of course professed to assign the 
State-rights only, to some courtier or other grantee, the latter 
immediately seized on the adjacent trafde as one of the most 
useful parts of his grant, and cultivated it, as far as the neces- 
sary area for grazing, &c., permitted, for his own proilt. 

So little was the waste adjacent to the old vil- 

lages deemed a " property,’ and so i^arely was it demarcated, 
that in the Revenue -settlement arrangements of tlie llugiual 
Emperors, or possibly at a still earlier time, it was sometimes 
necessary to define the limit of waste attached for grazing or 
other uses to a village ; and this process was efleeted by tl;ie 
primitive expedient of sending the village watchman to stand 
on the edge of the cultivated fields and shout. The wmste re- 
served to the village use was then held to extend as tar as his 
voice could be heard.^ 

common grazing when the hay is cut. These lands are not tlie property 
of the hamlets, and pay dues to the Rapl. I do not know of any instance 
in the plains where artificial cultivation of grass is resorted to. No doubt 
there are places where the natural grass, whicli springs up eliiefiy during 
the rainy season, is subject to a certain customary protection before grazing 
or grass-cutting is allowed. But, speaking generMiy, hay-culture is un- 
knowTi. 

^ It is curious to note that the origin of the familiar Indian measure 
of length, the Icos (2 'kos - B miles), is in tins rough method of estimating 
distance. The word kos (kroga) meant the distance to which a voice 
would reach (/. B. Ms. Soc, April 1894, p. 238 ; and for an illustration 
see the paper on the Burmese version of the Smna Jdfaka in the same 
number, p. 222), The indefinite length was gradually converted into a 
fixed measure by substituting a given number of dmida^ or poles, of four 
cubits each. In the Ayln-4rAkhari (Jarrett’s Trans, ii. 414) there is 
an elaborate accoimt of the imperial kroh or kos. In HunteYs Bengal 
Becords, i. 87, there is an interesting notice of the subject; but the 
learned author is perhaps only speaking generally when he calls the w^aste 
within earshot theyom^ pro^eri^oi the resident iiusbandinen (in Bengal)- 
It was only when a village was made over to a gi-antee that the waste was 
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So miicli regarding tLe ivciste area. As to the residence of 
the landholders, a central village site is usually established 
within the group of arable lands. But circumstances may 
cause outlying hamlets to exist also. In this village-site the 
headman (called prltd in Central India, but there are many 
other local titles) had a residence larger and better built than 
the others. In the Central Provinces the headman’s residence 
is often spoken of as the garhi, or fort ; and in former days, 
at any rate, it was large enough to afford accommodation for 
the whole of his family and its dependents. Instances have 
occurred where the headman made his house a veritable fort of 
refuge, and defended his village against marauders or the attacks 
of enemies.^ 

It is sometimes stated that the headman was at first the 
nominee of the ruler, and that the office became hereditary.^ This 
is certainly not the case ; the hereditary headman is a distinctly 
original feature, and is traceable to old tribal times. But it was 
inevitable when the plan of taking a revenue by means of a 
share of the produce was introduced, and some kind of public 
administration was organised, that the ruler should enlist the 
efforts of the headman on the side of the State and recognise his 
office and give him some additional privileges. As a matter of 
fact, I believe it will be found that the first action of the Eaja, 
when that stage of society was reached, was not so much to 
deal with the existing headman and his old tribal authority, as 
to introduce a sort of second headman (mdJiato of the Dravidian 
villages), who rather overshadowed the original chief, because he 
was necessarily literate’ and could keep accounts. In time it 
was found that both were useful, and both were officially recog- 

claimed as distinct property under the grant. For an ordinary raiyatwctri 
village of old times, as at the present day in Bengal, the waste was only 
'icsedhY the villagers ; it could not be broken up, still less partitioned or 
alienated, without leave of the authorities, or later of the landlord. 

^ See L. S, B* J. ii. 464 (note), where there is a reference to the 
Chanda S. R. 

See, for instance, Blpbinstone, Hist, (6th ed., Cowell), p. 69. It will 
often be noticed in villages of Dravidian origin that the ‘ headman ’ is re- 
garded as too dignified for executive duty; he gives orders and decisions, 
but has a deputy (caugMU), also hereditary, who attends to practical 
business (Grant-Duff, i. 28 and note). 
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nised. However this may be, the second officer wm the proto- 
type of our modern village ^ Iiis office, like everytliing 

in India, became hereditary; it is still allowed to be so to some 
extent and on condition of the efficiency of the heir. On him 
the cultivators rely for a knowledge of the official entries in the 
Eecords, and the survey details of their holdings ; lie it is who 
' makes out the receipts for their payments, and is the general 
adviser. All village accounts and village statistical returns are 
made out by him. He also is the village notary for matters re- 
quiring written documents such as bonds and land-transfers. 
The antiquity of this office is only second to that of theheadmain 

The headman was always, at least nominally, the superior, 
for he had, and still has, small magisterial powers and various 
duties of police and protection. The office was remunerated by 
an important holding of land-— often the best in the village— 
which, in some cases, the ruler allowed him to hold free of 
revenue. Besides this there were varioiLS much-cherished privi- 
leges and precedence rights. Hie aggregate of these rights and 
privileges (mmpcm), together with the official land, constitute 
what was afterwards called the taaf/m (dialectically rafmi). As 
the whole was hereditary, it could be partitioned ; and in some 
cases of necessity was even sold or mortgaged.^ Other^vise, so 
strictly hereditary and' held by the farnihi was the pdfehjl 
(headmanship), that in fonner days the male heirs of tlie last 
2Mtel sometimes held the office jointly ; and as, of course, its actual 
duties and responsibilities could only be performed or discharged 

^ This officer is commonly called in Bengal and Upper India; 

in Madras lie is karnam, and has other local titles; in Bombay, kulkarm ; 
or, if stipendiary and not hereditary (in certain parts), trthlfl, 

^ There is every reason to believe that the village chief’s eX’0;ffici-0 land 
was always hereditary; hut of course these special features of family 
ownership followed from the general adoption of Hindu social and religions 
ideas. In -J. B. A, S, hi. 850, Colonel Sykes has given a translation 
of a long aw'ard relating to a dispute about partition, which incidentally 
shows what a number of rights and privileges there were to be divided. 
I The headman’s precedence was laid down in detail : he had a right to 

I throw the first cake into the Holl festival fire ; the right to liave the 
I pipes played first at his house at the Bmahra festival ; and to have his 
I cow’s horns first gilded at another festival, and so on. He also had 
I certain dues of grain (so many in each maimi), called gTigri ; certain 
dues in oil, hemp, pots, shoes, cloth from the weaver, &c. 
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by one at a time, they adopted a sort of rotation. The hereditai*y 
land was a imich-cherished family possession. Similar holdings 
were enjoyed by the accountant and, on a smaller scale, by the 
artisans and menials of the village, to be described presently. 
But it is worth while mentioning that the Arabic name used 
for this special holding superseded any older indigenous 

name, as this institution was wisely preserved by the earlier 
Muhammadan kings of the Dakhan; and the revenue- and 
land-terms employed by them became locally current.^ The 
Marathas, on the other hand, used to * impose a heavy jodl^ or 
rent-charge, which must have destroyed the value of such hold- 
ings ; and in some districts their harsh arrangements for 
revenue collection caused the wholesale disappearance of the old 
patelsj and with them of course the wakm. Indeed, in the 
central districts, land held on this tenure is noiv almost exclu- 
sively found in certain districts in the Central Provinces and 
Berar.^ It is well known in the Southern Presidency, where, 
howm-ver, the term watan does not seem to be in use. 

^ Wakm means ‘ home ’ — that which is the hereditary and intimately 
valued property of the family, as opposed to any land they might hold by 
purchase or on managing lease or other slighter tenure. "V^en such a 
holding and privilege was attached to any hereditary official or member 
of the farnhy he was said to be imianddr ^holdev of a wafan. The very 
fact of this distinctive possession shows that the headman was never owner 
of the whole village. The strong attachment and loyal adhesion to the 
Fidel in Central India is vividly portrayed by Malcolm {Memoir of 
Central India, i. 12, and ii. 60). Great Ma-riltha chiefs valued the title of i 
FfdeL If deserted villages had to be re-established, strenuous efforts were 5 
made to discover some descendant of the original headman (Malcolm, ^ 
i. 18, note), 

^ We shall see in the sequel that the plan of setting apart a special 
holding in virtue of office for the headman and other village officers can 
be traced back to early Dravidian times. In the Laws of Manu we find 
the King directed to let the headman of the village, as well as the officer 
of larger revenue divisions, have a certain portion of his land free of 
revenue charges. The wafan, it will be remembered, was not a State 
grant of land, but an old customary hereditary holding in virtue of ofiice ; 
the only connection of the State with it was the privilege of remission of 
the revenue dues. It may be well to add that, in some reports, the terms 
toaian, wapandar, are used as synonyms for hereditary land and its 
holder in general ; but this is not strictly correct. Owing, however, to 
the sale, &c., of watan lands, it is possible that plots may be claimed as 
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Besides these two principal officers, wlio usually in large 
Tillages had deputies or assistants, there were others, such as 
the village watchman, and the guardian of boundaries, and the 
messengers. In irrigated villages there would be also an official 
to regulate the distribution of water. 

But something else was wanted besides officers to make pro- 
vision for the self-contained life of the ‘ community.’ A village 
group established perhaps in the forest at some distance from 
any other village, to say nothing of larger towns, would need 
some purely local means of providing for the simple wants of 
daily life. And therefore villages of this, and, naturally, of the 
joint type also, have always solved the difficulty by attracting 
to themselves a body of resident craftsmen and menials, who 
are not paid by the job, but are employed by the village on a 
fixed remuneration, sometimes of a bit of rent-free (and perhaps 
revenue-free) land, sometimes by small payments at harvest, as 
well as by customary allowances of so many sheaves of corn, 
millet, &c., or certain measures of grain, ' and perquisites in 

on this tenure, though there is no existing connection with any head- 
ship or other office.'' 

As may be expected in, a Dravidian country like Madras, the ex.<rfficio 
‘ holdings of the headman, and also of the Jcarnam, or village accountant, 
and sometimes of other members of the village staff, are well known 
throughout the villages of the Presidency. As to the special Iiolding of 
the headman iiiMadi’as, see Minisi Paj^ers (1862), p. 696, and nianv other 
places. We find the village watch enjoying this remuneration (gmma~ 
bl vel), and a similar privilege to certain district police. The vatiiyem^ or 
sweeper, has his hereditary land, and so has the or village 

astrologer, who fixes the propitious dates for ploughing, sowing, and reap- 
ing (pp. 180, 405). 

^ This custom of paying the artisans and menials by allmvances of 
grain (taken out before the division of the crop between the King^s otlicers 
and the cultivator) is very ancient. It is found in every province, either 
accompanied by a small grant of land or as the sole allow’ance. So 
various are the modes of payment that I can only select one or two 
characteristic examples, which in tliis instance I take from the joint- 
village provinces. Details will be found for Madras in Macieane’s 
Administration Manual^ i, (EthnoL), 102 (note), 154 ; Mirdsi Fagm's, 
pp. 180 ff, 405, &e, Eor Bombay, any district Gazetteer ma}" be 
consulted: o.g. Ahmadfibad (iv. 47), or Ratnagiri (x. 189), Broach 
(ii. 385), &c. The usual features occur of small land * vatans^'" or allow^- 
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kind. Eack is also given a konse-site in the village, or in some 
cases, as in Madras, in a group outside it, forming a sort of 
suburb. 

The list of artisans varies in different parts, though of course 
some, being indispensable, are found in all cases, such as the 
blacksmith, potter, shoemaker or cobbler, carpenter, washerman, 
sweeper, and a barber, who also is surgeon, and is the proper 
person to carry messages connected with negotiations for betro- 
thals. In some villages there is a dancing-girl ; in others an 

ances in cash or grain or both. (See also Berar Gazetteer, p, 205 ff. It 
may be necessary to explain that the villagers supply the materials for 
the work to be done, but do not pay for the labour ; a stranger getting a 
job done would pay for both. 

As a case in point I may instance the Gujrat district of the Panjab 
{Gazetteer, Gujrat, 2nd ed. p. 97). The village servants are paid by grain- 
fees, with allowances of so many bundles of the crop before threshing, as 
there described : and the ‘ bundle ’ (hhari) of wheat or barley means the 
bundle tied by a string of three straws length* The blacksmith 
affords a good example, as his work requires a supply of iron and 
also charcoal. He never ^provides the iron for the tools he makes 
(reaping-hook, spade, ploughshare, &c.), but he does provide the charcoal 
for the forge, unless, indeed, an unusual quantity will be required— as 
in making a great pan for sugar-boilhig. And in general, it is noted, 
the blacksmith is allowed as a perquisite, the roots and branches of any 
tree cut by a \dllage proprietor. As a sample of the custom of grain pay- 
ments in the North-West Provinces, I may quote from Mr. Hooper’s Basti 

(1891), § 64. In a village called Dhebarua, the followmg persons take 
shares of grain (called /com) amounting to iovac ^wnseri (measures of two 
sers or four pounds avoirdupois each) for each ‘ plough ’of cultivated land in 
the \dllage *. the barber, washerman, carpenter, blacksmith, and cowherd. 
These also receive a fmdher allowance (called ‘kalyanl) when the ‘ business 
of the threshing-floor is over.’ Another series of smaller shares are 
allowed to the Pandit or astrologer who determines the propitious seasons 
for sowing, &c. ; to the Tcahdr, who attends on visitors, such as the 
daroghCi of police, the revenue officer {chaprdsl), and the ‘ exorcist ’ {sohhd) 
who secures the village from evil spirits, and sets up the little posts called 
Jiih and Jahnl outside the village. This person, by the way, is often of 
the aboriginal tribes, because these are sup2>osed to have the ^ower of 
exorcising the spirits of their old country* The three last-named only 
get half a jeora and no extra Mlydnl* Besides these regular allowances, 
certain other deductions are made from the grain heap before it is divided 
between the tenant and landlord; for example, five anjiiri (double-hand- 
iruls) go for charity to Brahmans and fagirs. The ploughman’s wife is 
allowed to take up as much as she can hold ‘for luck.’ 


0 
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astrologer to announce tlie propitious seasons for agricultural 
operations ; in one account of the primitive villages in south- 
west Bengal I' find mention of a ^witch-finder/ And in Berar^ 
(in the Amraoti district) some of the villages pay a ((aqmtfhi, 
whose duty it is to avert Junl by his incantationsd 

This residence in a more or less isolated group, with the 
common use of the adjoining waste or grazing ground, siilmiis- 
sion to the village headman, and common employment of a local 
staff of artisans and menials, were the chief circumstances which 
formed the bond of union in a raiyatimri village. Probably at 
their first foundation the village families were more closely con- 
nected by clan ties than they are now ; and there may have been 
some further feeling of ^ community ' on tliis ground. The 
nature of the revenue-system which early Governments adopted 
in dealing with these villages must have greatly influenced them 
solidarity. When the old custom of the State gi'ain-share was 
quietly followed out, the headman managed the whole, and every 
holder in the village knew what he had to contribute. But in 
after times, when this system, with its natural complications 
caused by deductions and allowances on this account and on 
that, and by the calculation of average yields, proved too trouble- 
some, the practice arose of fixing lump sums in cash, for which 
various speculators contracted, and thus elements of oppression 
were introduced. The government of the village by its own 
headman was interfered with ; lands were sold and mortgaged to 
the bankers and others who advanced, or were security for, the 
revenue ; and in general the old order was upset, lands abandoned, 
•and the original holders ejected. The result of Warathfi mal- 
administration especially must have been to disturb greatly the 
old holdings, and, in fact, in the long course of years, to make 
the village population a very mixed one.^ I am unable to trace 

^ Berar Gazetteer, p. 206. In Zr, 8, B, I, i, 150, I have given soma 
further lists of village craftsmen and servamjs. In the Marathil villages, 
the complete number was supposed to be twelve, hence the term hlra- 
halute for the body of village artisans and menials. Balfda (M.) is the 
grain-fee or allowance ~ merai of the south. 

2 It is one of the things much to be desired as regards village statistics 
that we should have some means of knowing how far the western and 
southern villages under the raiyatmlri system still consist of land- 
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.at any former period, anything resembling a community of pro- 
perty between the different holdings, or anything in early 
Dra vidian custom that may have led to it. The individual holding 
now passes, on the death of the holder, to the descendants 
jointly, under the Hindu law ; and they subdivide it, as far as 
circumstances permit. If the family is too large and more land 
cannot be had, the sons come to tei’ms, and some sell their shares 
and seek new homes or other means of livelihood. There is, of 
course, no joint responsibility of the separate families for the 
Government revenue.^ The headman alone is, or was, respon- 
sible for such village expenditure as entertaining guests, cele- 
brating a festival, and the like. In former days he, and the 
officers of the superior revenue charges above him, used to levy 
a tax, or cess, called sadir-^ivcirid^ to meet such expenses. 

It only needs to be added, in conclusion, that the present 
raiyativar holder of land has, legally speaking, a somewhat pecu- 
lif’T position, which is the result not of his original rights, nor 
01 'he intrinsic nature of his tenure, but of subsequent historical 
de elopments, especially in connection with the later claim of 
the“rulers to be superior owners of all land. This point, how- 
ever, will be more easily explained at a later stage ; and as the 
modern legal nature of the tenure in a miyakmri village holding 
■does not affect either the character of the village form or its 
principle of constitution, there is no occasion to pursue the 
■question at present. 

holders of the same clan or caste ; it may he that there is more of this 
than pima facie we should be disposed to expect. 

^ The head of each family is alone responsible for the revenue of the 
holding! the revenue system also has its rules for allowing partition 
■among the heirs on the death of a landholder, and for the separate shares 
being erected into separate ‘ numbers * on the revenue register, provided 
they do not go below a minimum of size. 

® This means literally ‘ going out and coming in ’—referring to the 
.arrival and departure of guests. The levy seems to have been the occa- 
sion of many abuses. See Elphinstone’s Minute (G. W. Forrest’s Reprint, 
p. 280). ‘ The expenses of the patel on public affairs ... are defrayed 
by a tax on the village. . . • This tax ... is a great source of profit to 
'the pfitels and kulkarnis.^ 
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B. The Jomf-ViUage 

If we now turn to the joint -village of Upper we Iiave 

no longer a simple form to deal with. Witlioat any previous 
knowledge of details, it will be obvious that, there being a johnf- 
tenure of the village, that whicli is joint may be in time wholly 
or partly divided or partitioned : this alone will produce soiiie 
variety of condition. And wLen estates m'ejomf t!ie principle 
of union need not be the same throughout. Tlie former incipient 
produces only minor varieties, including such as arise when the 
strict scale of shares gets forgotten or altered. The latter, in 
fact, produces important classes, in which the proeUy/c 
is different. Some indications of such a difference are given i>y 
those writers who speak of the ; aristocratic ^ and ^ deinoeratic 
constitution of villages. This distinction is not a convenient 
one ; hut it is quite true that some villages are so far ‘ aristo- 
cratic ’ that they hold mfmetmicdshnves which indicate a familj* 
property held in descent from a dignified (possibly once princely) 
ancestor ; others are ‘ democratic’ in the sense that the gj-oups 
of families have a real common descent, but have adopted a more 
equal mode of sharing, or that they are voluntary associations of 
settlers. Neither term, however, serves to indicate the irnpmdant 
class of villages whose joint constitution is due to some form of 
tribal union and to surviving tribal or clan custom. I mention 
this fact, and only mention it, at this stage, because there is 
some obviously consequent danger of error in any generalised 
account of the joint- village, even when it has been acknow- 
ledged as a separate type. There are, however, certain features 
which all forms of joint-village j^ossess in common, and these 
may be usefully described. 

In all cases the entire area of the village forms something' 

o O 

like a unit estate.^ The adjoining waste is here an integral pait 

^ The village is not always, strictly speaking, itself the unit estate. 
It may happen that a connected group of co-sharers have come to he 
owners of an estate comprising several geographical villages, and that 
the different branches of the family have not divided the whole so as to 
make the separated shares consist each of one or more entire t illages. 
Each branch may have taken its share partly in one place, partly in 
another. Hence the real unit, for revenue purposes at any rate, is the 
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of tlie property, and is at the absolute disposal of the owners as ■ 
h much as any other land. Consequent on this universal and 

■ ancient fact of unity, the waste is included by the Survey in tlie 

f boundaries of the village, as well as the arable ; and when the 

V waste comes to be partitioned, it will be so on a definite principle, 

; usually, but not always, having relation to the existing shares 
in the arable area.\ 

It is also in consequence of these essential features that the 
modern Laiid-Eevenue Administration is able to treat the village 
I as one estate, liable for one lump sum of revenue which is dis- 
tributed over the holdings or among the co-sharers according to 
their own principle of constitution : the whole body is jointly 
responsible, until what is technically known as ^ perfect ’ partition 
severs the bond/-^ It is quite possible, and in former clays was 
usual, to partition the holdings for several enjoyment without 
dissolving the common responsibility. 

The body of owners who thus, whether their lands are 
partitioned or not, still hold together and have a certain joint 
interest in the village, arises in various ways, which will appear 

mahdl, or group of lands held under one and the same title ; and registers 
are prepared to show the list of lands brought together for this purpose 
on paper, but actually lying, some here and some there, possibly, through 
half a dozen maum on the map. Still, there are a very large number of 
I'. cases in which a single village is also a mcuhcd^ or estate. In the Panjab 

it is quite usual. 

5 ^ In provinces like the Panjab and the Central Provinces, where the 

1'^ area of waste was very great, and it would have been impossible to suppose 

it all really appropriated to one or other village, a special rule was laid down 
at the Land Eevenue Settlement for allowing a liberal portion to each 
I;; village ; the surplus was reserved to Government on the general principle 

that waste not occupied belongs to the State., Such surplus areas (called 
I"' ' ‘ rakli in the Panjab) are utilised for grazing reserves, for forest purposes, 

r and for colonisation when a scheme for irrigation can be carried out. In 

the North-West Provinces, except in some special districts, the whole of 
the waste was included in the village boundaries ; and the Eevenue Law 
contains some special provisions about the area in ease it is so large as to 
be beyond the requirements of the village. 

® ‘ Imperfect ’ partition merely defines the severalty holdings, leaving 
' the body still jointly liable for the revenue. * Perfect * partition goes 
farther, and in fact constitutes so many new and distinct estates. The 
law may differ in different provinces as to the freedom with which this 
^ ‘ perfect ’ partition can now be applied for. 
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presently. I wish first to repeat once more that in all 
cases they are either « a ruling, conquering, and often non- 
agriculturist caste, who have taken the superior or landlord 
position over cm earlier ecddvag village group of 
usually of aboriginal or some mixed or humbler descent ; or 
else they have founded their own village in the virgin wastey 
either by their own exertions, if agriculturists l)y riature. 
or by aid of tenants and dependents. But in either case, tlie 
village owners or body of village owners, has the same sort of 
superior title. It depends on the locality wliicli origin is the 
more common. The North-West Provinces official is extremely 
familiar with Rajput and other tillage owners, whose lordship 
was established over existing villages by various means, and not 
unfrequently has resulted from the prior existence of a territorial 
chiefship, which being afterwards iwtitioned among* the family 
has left a nimiber of individuals or families in possession of single 
villages. To the Panjab oflScial such a proceeding is less familiar ; 
the joint-villages in the plain districts are much more frequently 
the direct foundations of individuals and clan-groups and colonist 
associates, who were agriculturists by nature and themselves cul- 
tivated the land ; but they have the same ideas of uniti.‘d and 
superior ownership. 

It is not at all necessary that the joint-village should he 
actually held undivided. In some cases it is so held ; and the 
reason for it is plain ; but in the inajorit}-' of cases there is a com- 
plete separation of the individual or household holdings, and this 
may have been so from the moment of first settlement. Yeiy 
often the arable is divided, and the waste not, either because it 
is more conveniently kept as a common grazing grouml^ or 
because it is not yet wanted for the extension of cultivation. 

As to the extent of land included in the ' village,’ in many 
cases the estate is of w^hat I may call a normal or average 
size, varying from a few hundred to a thousand or two thousand 
acres ; it represents the limit to which the original grant extended, 
and to which the body of descendants have succeeded l5y iii- 

As I have elsewhere remarked, grming is usual, unless, from the 
absence of grazing land, stall-feeding has to be adopted, with Biieli grazing^ 
on fallow fields as is possible. Hay-gi'owing is not practised in. the plains ; 
hence divided meadow-land is not known. 
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lieritancej or tlie limit of the settlement of tlie particular group 
who own it, or it is the result of a distribution of a larger area 
among certain branches of a family. But we shall meet with 
some cases where a great area (of many thousand acres) has been 
occupied by a whole clan and divided by them into certain main 
divisions for each of the minor clan groups ; and it is only gradu- 
ally and ultimately that separate ‘ villages ’ have emerged. There 
are also cases in which an extensive area was originaily acquired 
by one family which has in the course of time multiplied into a 
clan, and so covered the whole, also without the intervention of 
any proper ‘ village ’ grouping at all. Here, again, time usually 
produces a fission into ^ villages ; ^ but there are instances of great 
areas still held directly in numerous individual equal shares, and 
to these it is difficult to apply the term village. Taking, how- 
ever, the average-sized village, there is little in external appear- 
ance to distinguish the from the miyatwdri form.^ There 
is, of course, the group of residences — sometimes a central com- 
pact group, but often several scattered hamlets.*^ Close to the 
village is a tank or pond, hollowed out by the process of digging 
the clay to make the sun-dried bricks of which the cottages are 
built ; there is a dry dusty space around the group of houses 
whei'e the cattle stand and where the weavers stretch and prepare 
their webs. There is also the village tree or grove, and the meet- 
ing-place of the villagers, sometimes with a raised pljatforin of 
masonry to sit on. And the village will have its mosque or 
temple, and its cemetery, if Muhammadan. The conditions which 
attract a group of permanent menials and artisans to serve the 
village are the same as in the miyatwdri village.*^ 

But with the village officers there is a difference. The ’pat- 
wCiri — whose native title we inadequately attempt to translate as 

^ Except that in Bombay and Madras, the revenue s^^stem being- 
different and adapted to the raiyatuulri village, there is 7iow a method of 
demarcating field or holding boundaries which is peculiar and strikes the 
eye of anyone familiar with the system, telling him that he has come into 
a raiyakvari district. Perhaps also the raiyatwari village has oftener 
the central residence of the headman as a prominent feature. 

“ In the next chapter will be found some account of the village build - 
ings and the circumstances which produce compact residence-sites or the 
contrary. 

See p. 16. 
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‘ accountant' or ‘village registrar' — is, of course, to be fbuncL 
Receipts have to be given, village accounts kept, and statistics pre- 
pared, as iniicli in joint- villages as elsewhere. But, as Sir H. S. 
Maine has pointed out, there is no real ‘ headman.’ j The manage- 
ment of the affairs of the joint body is properly by a cominirtee 
of heads of houses, or pamhayaL But some one must represent 
them at the Collector's office and be their spokesman, and also be 
responsible for the duties which the State may require of tlie 
village owners. Hence, at any rate, in modern times, a headiiiaii, 
whose hybrid title Qamhanldr ==holdev of a ‘ number ') - indicates 
his recent origin, is appointed ; and his office is allowed to be in 
some degree elective, while it also tends to become liereditar\* 
if the next heir is qualified. As most villages are divided into 
certain main sections orpu#! (of this hereafter), there will be a 
hardar for each section. In the Panjab, where the are often 
numerous, it has been found necessary to have a further single 
representative of the several section-headmen ; such a person is 
called the ^ctlclAamhcmldr, or chief headman. These officials, as I 
may call them, have now certain duties under the Criminal 
Procedure Law with regard to reporting and aiding in the dis- 
covery of crime, and in surveillance of bad characters; they 
have also certain responsibilities connected witli realising the 
revenue; otherwise they have only such authority as their piiblie 
duty and their family dignity and personal cliaracter give them : 
they have, nothing of the formal supremacy and precedence of 
the genuine old pCdel of the raiuafwdri village. Nor have the}' 
any holding of land in virtue of office. The 'jmieliatjaf., at the 
present day, has indeed lost much of its ancient power ; paitly 
owing to the partition of lands, partly owing to the facility of 
reference to the district law courts. In most cases it is hardly 

^ A^ite^ p. 7. • 

^ The name dates from the first quarter of this centxn-y ; the ‘ nii.inber ' 
refers to the Collector’s list of village landholders witli a serial nnmber 
attached to each name, showing who is directly responsible for bringing 
in the revenues of each section of the village. The Mughal system of 
revenue management, which was in most cases essentially raiyativrni\ 
unless a landlord or some definite superior was dealt witli, recognised 
the principal man in the village (or more than one), without, Iiowever, 
defining any official functions, as the the first or forward 

man. 
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in existence at all ; but it will still assemble in connection witli 
some social or caste dispute. I confess, however, that I do not j 
know what is meant by ‘ijancliayat controlling the course of : 
cultivation, except in the comparatively rare case of some pecu- 
liarly situated colonist villages, where the associated members 
preferred to determine at the beginning of each year what lands 
each could and would cultivate.^ For by far the greater number 
of villages the cultivating holdings are either partitioned (and in 
one large class of villages have always heen so from the first) 
or are held year after year in severalty by tacit consent, and 
nothing of the kind is required. Peiiiaps the most frequently 
surviving occasion of the panchayafs action is in connection with 
the adjustment of accounts which, in some villages, still takes 
place annually or after each harvest. Then the proportion in 
which the revenue-dues are to fall on the different holdings may 
need to be adjusted ; and in any case the headmen (lamharcldrs) 
have to recover their expenditure under the head of malba — i.e. 
common expenses of the village, such as entertaining strangers, 
repairing the pjafiwdri’s office, expenditure on the village mosque 
or temple, charities, religious offerings, and the like. The co- 
sharers may object to some items as not properly common ex- 
penditure. 

One other feature deserves to be remarked on, as it may 
occur in any kind of joint-village. In the many cases in which 
the co-sharing proprietary body are of non-agricultural caste, or 
of such a caste as regards farm-work, or at least handling the 
plough, as degrading, or where they have established their land- 
lord position over the heads of an earlier cultivating body, the 
larger part of the land will necessarily be held by tenants.'^ 
The co-sharers will only have taken into their own direct posses- 
sion the several home-farms (si?^) which each enjoys. Some of 
these tenants, no doubt, will be in a privileged position in virtue 

^ And there are also certain villages situated on the hanTcs of a variable 
river, where a portion of the land liable to unforeseen changes from river 
action is never permanently allotted, but managed from year to year for 
the joint benefit. 

^ This is quite common in the North-West Provinces. In the Panjab, on 
the other hand, the village- owners are most frequently also the cultivators. 
That is why we so seldom meet with any reference to sJr lands in the 
Panjab. 
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of their possibly exproprietary character or other circumstance 
as defined by the Tenant Law ; in other words, some may be 
^occupancy-tenants/ others, ' tenants-at-will/ In some cases, 
especially in the Paiijab, there are tenants who not only are 
allowed to have occupancy rights, hut they pay nothing beyond 
the Government revenue on their land ; they owe tliis pt?sition 
most frequently to their having consented in former days to 
come and help the village body in cultivating enough land to 
meet the heavy assessment of some rapacious Sihli Governor. 
But I am not aware that in any case tenants kmn part of tlie 
' bi’otherhood/ or that they can be represented as occupying a 
grade in any sort of hierarchy formed by the “'brotherhood/^ 
The proprietors alone have a voice in the management. Tenants, 
even when they are of so privileged a class as to pay no rent 
beyond the Government dues, usually pay a iiorninal fee — 
perhaps a load of manure annually — for their house-site; they 
often cannot sell the cottage ; and it is a question of local 
custom whether, on leaving the village from any cause, any 
tenant or artisan can sell the house-timbers. No doubt good 
tenants will be under the protection of the co-sharers ; Imt they 
have no voice in the village council, no concern with profits or 
losses, nor any share in the waste, beyond a probable light by 
custom of grazing their cattle there. Still less are the artisans 
and menials part of the ‘ bi'otherhood ’ in any degret* wliatever : 
they are always of difierent (usually lower) caste. Indeed, the 
idea that, a body of proud Rajput co-sharers would acknow- 
ledge their cultivating tenants, and a fodion the potter, the 
carpenter, or the camar,^ as pai’t of their brotherhood, only in 
a lower degree, is something quite grotesque. 

^ Ante, p. 7. It is quite possible that a person may have been in 
past days formally admitted as a co-sharer (kJmtddar), and in time gets 
supposed to be of the ‘ founder’s kin ; ’ but that is quite a different matter 
from coming as a tenant, however independent and however valued. 

- The low-caste cobbler, who has as a perquisite the skins of cattle 
dying in the village. So far from the brotherhood including anything 
beyond the actual co-sliarers, absconding members who have retmiied 
and got readmitted to the village and yet have been unable to pay up the 
arrears on account of which they formerly threw up their holding will 
very often not be allowed to resume their full position, but be admitted as 
a sort of tenant without voice in the management or share in the profits. 
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The co-sharing body, especially if they are of one clan, or 
are the joint successors to one man who founded or acquired 
the village landlordship, are often desirous of excluding 
strangers, as well as securing to themselves the chance of 
augmenting their own holdings. This desire gives rise to a 
custom of pre-emption, which is not inconsistent with the fact 
that, in former days, the |)ressure of a heavy revenue-assess- 
ment compelled them to take in special tenants, or even grant 
shares in the village to outsiders. Nor, of course, does the feel- 
ing prevent the custom (in some localities) of admitting the 
fniiily Brahman to a share. In general, the intending vendor, 
whether of his whole share or of any held or plot, must offer it 
at a fair value to one of the existing co-sharers (usually in 
order of blood relationship to himself), and then to the members 
of the same subdivision, before selling to any outsider.^ 

So much may be said regarding the features of joint- villages 
in general: but it is impossible to form a just idea of such 
villages as they actually exist in the different districts, without 
understanding the principles on whicli the body of proprietors 
who own the whole village are united together, and on which 
the real or apparent collective ownership depends. The matter 
cannot be fully stated or illustrated, because some other matters 
have first to be considered. But I have already indicated, as 
a ground for caution in attempting a general description, that, 
apart from all those minor varieties which are the result of what 
1 may call wear and tear ’ — the alteration of the strict shares, and 
the more or less complete partition of joint-lands — there are 
several clearly-marked principles of joint-constitution. The 
apj)li cation of one or the other is at once indicated by the mode 
of sharing the village. It is hardly necessary to add that the 

There are various customs regarding this readmission of absentees ; for,, 
especially in former days, sharers often found themselves unable to pay 
the revenue and live on the holding ; they would go away ixntil better 
times, and seek, perhaps twenty years later, to return, 

^ The custom varies locally. It is only effective if the other co- sharers 
are able to buy, or are willing to redeem the mortgages which are sure to ^ 
liave been made before the sale is proposed as a final measure. It may I 
be doubted whether the custom has done much to prevent the lands of the I 
less successful passing into the hands of moneylenders or capitalists. I 
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difference of constitution implies a corresponding dillerence in 
tlie mode of origin or foundation. 

The first principle of formation depends on there being a 
considerable clan, of which the village is part ; indeed, in these 
cases, the ‘ village ’ is often, as I have said, a very secondary 
consideration, and the co-sharing extends over the whole of a 
clan-area, or over some primary divisions of it mtieii larger 
than ordinary villages. 

The second principle is always connected with tlie iiornial 
village area, and is observed in that large class of eases wliere the 
village body is a group of descendants from an inddrid^ialfoimiev. 

A third principle, which involves a variety of foians of 
sharing, may be also spoken of; and it applies ro all cases 
where the clan or tribal principle does not appear, and where 
also the special features of the sharing in descent from a single 
aristocratic founder are not observed. 

The two salient cases of rZan-settlement, and of indlvidiid or 
joint-family settlement, may be alittle further explained, something 
in this way : 

I. A whole clan has conquered or occupied a suitalfie district. 
Under the guidance of its patriarch and chiefs, the land is appor- 
tioned in the first instance in large tracts for its several main 
sections, or minor clans; these effect among themselves the final 
allotment tohouseholds and groups of households, wliicli ultimately 
form villages. More commonly, however, the appearance of a 
cUm-settlement is due to the fact that a single enterprising 
family, having no pretensions to nobility or territorial rule, had 
originally located itself on a wide area — which good fortune 
preserved to it intact; on this the existing clan-group has 
gradually grown np till it has filled the wliole. At first there 
was perhaps only a father and four sons ; but now, not only do 
the descendants occupy the whole territory, but they may have 
split up into villages all of the same clan. In these cases, 
some rule of equal division, such as we shall hereafter describe 
as the BhaiacharI method, nearly always occurs. It is quite a 
distinct and characteristic method.^ 

^ The term hhaiacMrd itself has unfortunately become misused in 
our offices, and laas got applied to other forms also ; but this is a detail 
which I cannot here enter into* 
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II. In the other principal form, the estate originated with 
one man (or possibly two or three brothers), to wliom the v'illage 
was granted, or who simply -usurped the superior position, or 
who gained a footing as farmer of the revenue or as purchaser 
in later days at an auction sale for arrears of revenue, or other- 
wise established himself in the management. New villages, too, 
have been constantly founded by individual enterprise, with or 
mthout the grant of a Raja or local potentate. 

Very frequently, too, under this head come the cases, occur- 
ring more especially in the North-West Provinces, where the 
village bodies are descendants of former chiefs or of Rajas, or 
of scions of princely houses or adventurous chiefs who once had a 
regular (or irregular) territorial rule ; but the rulership has long 
passed away, and remnants of the family, represented by two score 
or more of descendants, have clung to a village here, and two or 
three villages there, and have then become peasant landlords 
where they once were rulers. In all this class of cases, the 
principle of sharing is, or originally was, not one of ‘ democratic ’ 
equality of right in the area obtained, but one depending on iJie 
j.)lace in the table of descent from the founder or acquirer, the | 
different heirs each baking the ' legal ' share that belongs to him j 
by the law or custom of inheritance. This is what is called the f 
Pattidari principle of sharing,^ Properly speaking, each takes ! 
his share in the land or in the proceeds, if the land is undivided, 
and pays the corresponding fraction of the revenue and other 
burdens.^ If the waste has remained undivided and is afterwards 
partitioned, the owners will share it in exactly the same fractions 
as have determined their holdings in the arable. This is the 
admitted theory ; but naturally it often happens that in the 
course of years the strict shares have been forgotten or changed,^ 
and members nob really of the founder’s kin — perhaps members 
of the wives’ families or other ^ helpers in time of need ’ — may 

^ See diagram at p. 31, note. 

In estates of this kind the joint heirs may hold undivided for a 
long period. But the profits and burdens will be shared on the same 
principle {patiid^arl). From a tenure point of view there is not the 
slightest distinction between the joint-landlord and the severalty- landlord 
village, as long as the ancestral share principle is followed in sharing the 
profits in one case or the fields in the other. 
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have been admitted to shares. Shares may also have been sold to 
outsiders under stress of necessity. Accordingly^ where aM re- 
membrance of the correct fractional shares is lost^ and each m.)w 
holds simply on the basis of his de facto possession, and pays 
the share of the revenue and charges according to a,ii acreage- 
rate agreed on for the number of acres actually held, the village 
is officially put into another class — it ceases to be pfdiidnn, or 
‘ ancestrally shared/ It also is often the case that a part of 
such a village has been divided and part not ; and the divided 
part is held in modified shares, or on mere de facto possession, 
and the rest still on the strict shares. Ail these are what I have 
called minor varieties, which must not detain us at this stage of 
our inquiry. This princijjle {paitiddn, or ancestral sharing 
according to the law of joint inheritance) is simply the result 
of the joint succession of all the heirs together. It is in villages 
of this class that it can truly be said that the village is the group 
which is held together hythe land which it occupies ^ in common ’ 
— Le. as joint-heirs or co-sharers. It is also in villages of this 
class, as distinguished from those first mentioned, that we hear 
of a person being a ‘ 4 mia> ’ sharer — i.e, owning one-fourth of 
the estate, or being a ^2 ana 3 pdi 15 Jm/mid sliarer.^ TIu.\<e 
terms could not properly be used of the other estates where the 
shares are so many equal lots, or are expressed in terms indica- 
ting the peculiar method on which the clan or family has ar- 
ranged the valuation of its land for the purpose of equitably 
distributing the revenue and other charges; nor where the 
holdings are merely so many acres, or so many ^plough ’ lands, 
not being diriTe^^ of the unit estate area on any imnrjple adijit- 
ever. 

When a paiUddrl village is divided — and this may have 

^ In these cases the whole estate is treated as ‘ one rupee ; ’ occasionally 
the whole is ‘ one hlghl ’ (land measure) ; but as the usual tlivisions of 
the currency or the square measure would not suffice to meet the 
numerous small fractions of a much multiplied body of co-sharers, %*arious 
artificial sub-divisions have been invented. If the strict ancestral principle 
is maintained, the fraction indicates also the share of revenue payable ; 
and to sB.y that a man owns a ‘ 4 dna share ’ in the village is synony- 
mous with saying that he pays ‘ 4 fmas ’ of the revenue ; it indicates 
not only that he owns one-fourth of the village, but is consequently re- 
sponsible for one-fourth of the assessment. 
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occurred many years or generations ago— as soon as the existing 
co-sliarers were numerous enough to require it, it is found that 
there are major and minor divisions. Sometimes there will he 
a primary division into kvrf, either because one whole section 
became Moslems and the rest remained Hindus, or because two 
different parties originally founded the estate together, or both 
got hold of it together, by conquest. But more ordinarily the 
first main divisions are called ]paU%, and these often represent 
the original shares of the sons of the founder and, naturally, are 
considerable in extent and limited in number.^ Of course it is 
only in a very few cases of late foundation that the present 
representatives of the ^paUl have any personal memory of their 
head. Inside the iiatU are the next grade of divisions called 
tlio\ and then the tula^ (or tola). Under one or other of such 
final or ^ primary ’ divisions are grouped the many subordinate 
later families ; but their divisions receive no new designation. 
So much may be ventured in this preliminary statement, as to 
say that in all probability the general prevalence of the three 
primary, or larger, divisions in descending grade is essentially 
connected with the close-kindred of the first founders— repre- 
senting the shares of the founder’s son (patk), grandson (thole), 
great-grandson (tulit).^ In all families, and in clans as well, 

' Or in a diagram : 

Ancestor 


Fattl A Fattl B Fattl C Fattl D 
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and later descendants down to the existing holders 
of ultimate shares (klbdttiddr) 

“ These names are local, and are varied in different districts. I have 
met with the following series : 

Tarf, thole, nagld 
Fatti, thole, tula 
Fatti, thok, hehru 
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this series forms the natural basis of the grouping of the after- 
coming kindred. When occurring in villages, it marks the 
mnphtimv of the first- gr(nip of close-kindred ; and as the descend- 
ants from each branch multiply, they retain their own clo-e- 
kindred connection subordinate to one or other of the ‘ jn-imary * 
groups. It may often be observed that long after the primarv 
partition has been carried out, some of the subordinate groups 
remain ‘ joint ' among themselves. The different sections ofth e 
estate may also have different customs of sharing : one ma^^ have 
lost knowledge of the proper shares, and adhered to d-e fudo 
holdings and so on. 

Exactly the same primary divisions may be observed in clan 
or tribal settlements, and in those areas held on the hlaiadarn 
principle, where a commencement was made with a single familv 
which (in the first instance) could only divide on this prin- 
ciple. But here the areas for each branch were calculated, not 
as equal fourths, or other fractions, of the unit area, but in some 
other way. And when there is the clan feeling in operation, it 
may happen that, subsequent to these primary divisions, no 
further attention is paid to precise shares, but all get, as far as 
possible, equal lots, according to the number and requirements 
of each family — as long as the area available admits of such a 
plan. In rarer cases we shall find an entire clan (e.g. on the 
Panjab frontier) following the ancestral fractions throughout— 
in fact, carrying the -pattidan principle through the whole body ; 
whereas m most cases it is only found in the limited group’of 
descendants of a single founder in a village. Within either of 
these two great classes of joint-village— these groups illustrating 
each a different principle of formation— there may be several 
minor varieties, as I have already indicated. 

III. Where the village is not tribal, and also not paftidarl, 
there may be several modes of sharing the land, the detail of 
which had better be reserved nntil a later stoge ; but one of 
them may perhaps be mentioned here— namelv. when the village 
is formed by a voluntarily associated bod/ of colonists, who 
agree to be ‘joint’ as regards their liability to the ruler, or for 
the general purposes of aid and defence, and who may also hold 
the land on various plans. One is a kind of joint-stock cultiva ■ 
tion, in certain known shares, each sharer taking for the vear 
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only, a certain area of land to cultivate; or tlie produce of tlie 
wliole might be divided accoiHing to the shares. Another method 
of association will "be described, in wdiich the holdings were 
made out from the first and were distributed lot. I will 
only add that villages originally oxtiyahvdri^ and which did not 
happen to have fallen under any superior family, may in modern 
times become ‘ joint- villages ’ by the action of the Land-Eevenue 
system ; and so joint-villages may be artificially created. 

This general sketch will snfiice to call attention to the real 
distinctions that may exist under the general denomination of 
‘joint- village.' It is right, also, to remember that these difierent 
kinds, witli their minor varieties, in the Upper Indian Provinces, 
have long acquired an additional appearance of uniformity by 
reason of the application to them all of a system of revenue 
management which, varying much in detail, is essentially the same 
in all the provinces, and by reason of tlie uniformity of the 
nomenclature applied in the official records and returns. 

But before closing this chapter of preliminary statements, it 
will be well to explain how it comes about that the primary 
distinction insisted on between the two diverse types of village 
— rthe mijjatwdri and the joint-village — has not hitherto been 
more fully recognised, or, if recognised, has not been allowed 
due prominence. 

In the first place, most of the extant accounts or notices of 
villages in histories and memoirs are based upon the earlier 
published Minutes of various adininistrators which obtained 
celebrity, and have thus got copied from book to book. No^v, 
in the first instance, these original documents w^ere written solely 
from the administrative point of view, and to justify or recom- 
mend a certain practical course of present action ; and it is often 
forgotten that our earlier Indian worthies were great masters of 
administration, but this did not necessarily imply that they had 
a special knowledge of histoiical details or an aptitude for land- 
tenure investigations. They had not either the means or the 
time to examine village-tenures from the point of view of the 
student of ancient institutions or of the historical economist. 
Moreover, each was usually closely connected with some one 
part of India, and his remarks properly apply to that part only.' 
Locomotion was not then as easy as it is now, and public officers 
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liad not either the opportnnity or the need to pass frequently 
from one province to another. Elphinstone, for example, was 
able to give us a good picture of the village of 'the 

Dakhan, hut he was not familiar with the details of the northern 
village; on the other hand, Holt Mackenzie (and after him 
Thomason) knew well the village of the NTorth-West Provinces, 
but evidently had not studied those of the South or of Central 
India. Indeed, in Holt Mackenzie’s time, the Central Provinces 
were not yet annexed, and the Dakhan was only beginning to 
be settled provisionally. 

Various later writers, especially those not practically ac- 
quainted with land-tenures, have endeavoured to combine 
together the different accounts of village-tenure which they 
found on record ; and, seeing that each of the existing authorities 
spoke of one kind of village — that which was characteristic of 
the province under his care or observation — they naturally 
supposed that there was one kind only, and that they might 
regard the different features described, as all belonging to 
varieties of one species. Thus in the elaborate treatise on the 
Law Relating to ike Lanid Tenures of Lower Bengal^ forming the 
, Tagore Lectures for 1874-5,^ the author, living in Bengal Pi’oper, 
where the village system (originally raiy atvmi) fallen into 

decay under the influence of the Zamindar landlords, and 
having no direct experience of villages, collected with exemplary 
diligence ail sorts of materials, and combined them into one 
|)ictiure of ^the village with the result of presenting in his 
pages a form of ‘ commimity ’ which does not, and never did, 
exist. , , 

But some still later wnuters, having perceived that tlie 
raiijaiwdri village, as now existing, is obviously different from 
the joint-village, have attempted to argue that it is a form 

^ Calcutta, 1876 : Thacker and Sxfliik. Another example, one easier 
to refer to, is in Elpiiinstoue’s Histonj of India (CowelTs 6th ed.) At 
p. 69™70 is an excellent account of the raiyatioflri village which the 
author knew directly, and at p. 71 he has added a general account of the 
northern joint- village, which, though unfortunately wrong in some minor 
points, yet clearly explains the essential features of the co-sharing land- 
lord class. But the editor’s notes in Appendix V., especially those marked 
E, P, and Ga, are likely to mislead, chiefly through mixing up totally 
distinct matters. 
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wHcli B,as resulted from a natural ^ evolution’ of common owner- 
sHp into severalty ; and they set forth the stages of this process 
in a manner which^ plausible as it at first appears, does violence 
to many unquestionable facts. They have also found a cause 
for the supposed change, in the wars and intestine commotions 
and tyrannical oppressions which they assume to have broken 
up the ' communities,’ and converted the villages into miscel- 
laneous groups of now independent landholders, only loosely 
held together by the circumstance of local aggregation and by 
the authority of the headman.^ At this early stage of our 
inquiry it would be inconvenient to go into details about the 
progress of ideas of ownership or the fallacy of the evolution 
argument, but it may be stated that, if such a view were correct, 
and that all villages began by being held absolutely in common, 
and gradually became more and more divided, till at last modern 
individual ownership was perfected, the miyativCm villages must 
all be much later in date than the joint ; whereas the evidence 
is all the other way,^ and some relics of very early Dravidian 
villages, c.y., show no sign of any common holding'; moreover, 
the miyakvdri village gives no indication of being a decayed or 
altered form of anything : the position of the headman and the 
land-allotments held by the village chiefs — both of them foreign 
to the joint-village — are ancient and original features. It is 
perfectly true that there are in the South, and in Bombay, traces 
of what were apparently once jointly-held villages which have 
decayed ; but an examination of these cases, which we shall 
afterwards make, will show that they were local and special 
tenures due to exceptional causes ; and that in the Dakhan 
ancient local lordships had probably been established which 
passed away, and, the shares of the ovexdord-families having lost 
their owners, the villages reverted to what was in fact their 
original miyahodri constitution. But when it is attempted to 
be argued that the Maratha and Mughal wars, and the oppressive 

^ Both these views will be found in Mr. J, D. Mayne’s valuable and i 
compact treatise on Hin&w Law and Usage, which, when I left India, had 
reached a fourth edition. See p. 219 of this edition. ^ 

~ We shall see hereafter, for instance, that the miyat'imri was the 
form known to the author of the Laws of Mami, and that it existed in 
the ancient kingdoms of Oudh under the Biljas, and in Eajputana. 
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government of tlie former, caused the wholesale conversion of 
the villages in the West and South, it may well be asked hoiv it 
was that similar wars, and the repeated invasions that occiirreti 
did not change them wholesale in the North? For it is 
notoriotisly the fact that the North was just as much the scene 
of wars, invasions, and turmoils, as Central and Southern India — 
indeed, as regards Madras, more so ; for the Southern Presidency 
was never really subdued by the Muhammadan conquest, any 
more than it was reached by the original Aryan invasion ; and, 
though there were local invasions and cruel oppressions, there ^ 
were still parts where no great changes could have occurred. 

Yet ndyatiudri villages are there universal in all the districts 
aliked The joint-village community, we have often been told, 
is peculiarly strong, and able to withstand the shock of armies 
and the fail of empires ; h.o^Y was it, then, that it survived all 
over the country north of the Vindhyas, and generally succumbed 
in the east, west, centre, and south? 

I do not, of course, doubt that it is quite possible for a 
shared-village to fall into poverty and ultimately to present a 
series of repeatedly alienated and now miscellaneously owned 
fields, the cultivators of which have lost all sense of union ; but 
such a possibility does not account for the wholesale change, over 
wide areas, of the strongest form of village into another form ; 
nor does it explain how the supposed decayed foiun comes to be 
uniformly endowed with special marks and features which we 
are able to trace back to very early times. 

On the other hand, it will be observed, it would’ be quite 
easy for Q'aiyat'wdri villages to be changed into joint- villages, as 
doubtless they were in many northern districts, by the simple 
fact of conquest and the consequent establishment of overlord- 
families who formed a new of superior co-sharing owners, 

and so constituted the village community, the older cultivators 

^ And where joint- villages appear they are exceptional and are assigned 
1 1 to special causes and origins. In any ease it is remarkable, on the view I 
; I am combating, that the 'Jaghire territory’ (Ohingleput district) of Madras 
I happens to be a district more cruelly ravaged and desolated under speeiril 
: J attacks, than almost any other part of the Presidency ; yet this is the 
; I very part of Madras where the (exceptional) joint or mirdsi villages ^Yel’e 
■■ ) best preserved in evidence ! 
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sinking into tke position of tenants. This mav happen, and 
certainly has happened, not only in individual cases, but over 
whole districts at once, as actual examples in the sequel will show. 

We must now proceed to that detailed consideration of 
village teniires which will justify what has here been asserted in 
a preliminary way ; and I will only add to this already lengthy 
prefatory note that, in order to understand the real histoiy of 
villages, we ought to take into account all the factors of the 
case. We must first note the physical and geograpliicak con- 
ditions of India, both as regards the bearing they have on tbe 
natural inclination of all tiibes and races 'wlio have found a 
home in India to form village groups ; and as regards the bear- 
ing they had on the spread of the Aryan and other Northern 
tribes, who had so much to do with shaping Indian ideas and 
(Customs of land-holding. 

We must, then, gather together what evidence we have 
regarding the early noii-Aiy an races of India and their land 
customs ; and also proceed to notice the effects of Aryan influence 
on these, the real establishers of agricultural land-holding in 
India. 

Having thus disposed of the geographical, climatic, and 
ethnic antecedents to the formation of village groups, we shall 
be in a position to appreciate various local illustrations of the 
actual growth and condition of villages in different parts of 
India, as these appear from the really authentic sources — the 
Settlement Reports of districts, and other similar manuals written 
expressly on the subject and on the spot. These will make it 
plain how villages arise ont of irihal conditions of society, as 
well as out of hulividual effort. Finally, we shall be in a position 
to consider what ‘ collective ownership ’ or ‘ holding in common ^ 
really means when applied to the class of village w^hich we call 
‘joint,’ and how ideas of ownership in land seem really to have 
grown up in India, 
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CHAPTER II 

THS GEOGBAPHIGAL AND PHYSICAL FEATUBES OF INDIA 
AS AFFECTING THE MOVEMENT OF AGIilOULTUBAL 
TBIBES AND THEIB FOBMS OF LAND-HOLDING 

It would not be fair to criticise too closely tHe meaning of 
phrases frequently met with in books on India which seem to 
indicate a belief that the villages are chiefly, if not solely, trace- 
able to ^ Hindu’ (Aryan) influences, or which assign to the 
Aryan element an almost absolute predominance in the popiila- 
. tion of India. But it will be allowable to point out that the 
5 non- Aryan races have of late years been more carefully studied, 
and their importance as affecting the origin of many existing 
castes and tribes is now generally recognised. And certainly 
t the result of such further study has been to establish the fact 
I that the non-Aryan races had a good deal to do with, building 
' up the existing village land-customs. Hence it is that whatever 
concerns the movements and the permanent location of these 
races, and whatever has in after times influenced the movements 
of Aryan and other invaders, has its interest and importance in 
our inquiry. And there are certain geographical features of 
India, more especially connected with its mountain ranges, which 
have had an obvious effect on the movements of at least some of 
the tribes — facilitating those movements in one direction, and 
restraining, if not altogether stopping, them in another. In 
the third chapter I have endeavoured to give a brief sketch of 
the population — past and present — of the Indian provinces, as far 
as it is connected with agricultural life, because the names of 
the difierent tribes and people must occur again and again in 
the course of our narrative, and it is desirable that something 
should be said in explanation of those, in some cases unfamiliar, 
nam.es. This second chapter is, in fact, the natural if not neces- 
sary preliminary to the third. 
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There is also another matter wliicli conies under the head of 
physical features and their influence. It is impossihle to doubt 
that while social customs, and often purely natural liens of 
kinship, have been the main factors in determining to wliat 
extent sections of tribes and clans, as well as closer degrees of 
kindred, continue to keep up their connection or effect a certain 
fission and separation into groups, the ^ village,’ regarded as an 
aggregate of land-holdings, was suggested, not to say necessi- 
tated, by the physical features of country and climate ; indeed, 
this is sometimes shown by the absence of villages and the sub- 
stitution of isolated homesteads or small hamlets in certain 
localities. Lastly, the opportunity of a general chapter on the 
physical factors of our problem may be taken, to explain certain 
forms of agriculture or modes of cultivation which indicate the 
stages by which permanent land-holding may be gradually 
introduced. 

Section I. — Geog-raphical Features 

(1) The Northern awl Western Sill Manges 

If we look at a map of Indi^,^ it will be obvious that al| 
invasions of tribes by land must have been from either the north- 
east or north-west end of the Himalayan chain. Any consider- 
able migrations across the central ranges are as little probable 
as they are without any traditional or historical suggestion. It 
we look first to the north-east corner as a convenient starting- 
point, it will be observed that there is nothing to prevent tribes 
from the north-east coming to the Brahmaputra Valley, to the 
central and southern hills of Assam, and to Eastern Bengal 
generally. How much farther such tribes would advance into 
Central Bengal would depend on whether they were met by 
other people whose presence sufficed to check their progress. 
As a matter of fact, the tribes from this quarter, which belong 
to a distinctive group, did not affect the population far into 
Bengal Proper, as we shall afterwards see. But many of them 
found a congenial home in the outer slopes and valleys of the 

^ Throiiglioiit this section it is necessary to assume that ' the reader 
will have a fairly good map of India before him, showing the chief rivers, 
mountains, and provinces. It is impossible that the remarks made can 
be intelligible without such an aid. 
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Himalayan Mountains ; and it is curious to observe that tliese 
outer districts of the MU country, as well as the tami or malarious 
jungle country below it, became peopled, albeit scantily, by 
early Mongoloid races. The descendants of these early settlers, 
some unchanged in race and much degraded, others improved 
by more or less admixture with other tribes, are found in con- 
siderable numbers throughout the whole of the outer ranges 
almost up to the river Indus itself. 

But beyond the possibility of Mongoloid tiil^es entering 
India from the upper north-east end, there is little at present to 
call our further attention to this quarter. The chief intei^est 
lies in the geographical features of the north-west Hiiiiala}'ai,i 
frontier, of the Indus Valley, and of those of the broad but low 
ranges of mountains which divide Upper India from the Dalvhan. 
The whole question of the facilities which existed for the advanc'e 
of the Aryan invasion is connected with the north-west Hiina- 
■ layaii passes and those more westerly routes timougli the hills 
j beyond the Indus Valley. The Vindhyan Hills, on the other 
I hand, afford an explanaHon as to why limits were set, as they 
1 were, to any Aryan advance en masse to the south, and why 
Southern India remained isolated and only accessible to later 
,, Aryan influence in a totally difierent manner. The Vindhyan 
Ranges, too, are interesting by reason of the curious sort of re- 
■ fage-groiind/ if I may use the phrase, which they afforded to 
; some of the earliest tribes which occupied Indian soil, and whose 
institutions can still be clearly traced in the plateau countr\' 
I fbnned by the eastern terminal ramifications of the mountains. 

But first as regards the northern and western passes into 
India. If we glance along the great line of Himalayan Moun- 
tains as far as a point about due north of where Peshawar is 
marked on the mapd we shall notice that while one chief line of 
northern barrier mountains goes on more or less directly to the 
west, and bears the local names of the ‘ Hindu-Kfisli ’ and ‘ Safed- 
kohji another series, roughly parallel to it, forms a southern 
or outer Himalaya, including the Pir Pinjul, which bounds 
Kashmir, and further east the Dhauladbar, &c. At the western 

^ In the Ta,TliB^mentn>Tj State?nent of the Moral and Material Pro- 
gress of India, 1888, will be found an excellent map of the mow)itain 
systems of India, and another of the rivers. 
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end this sontliem range branches off and turns southward, form- 
ing a western frontier for India and skirting the Paiijab and 
Sindh. Of this western hill-barrier there are two main lines or 
ranges ; the outer one, next the river Indus, is lower in general 
elevation and terminates sooner; the inner oiiOj or Sulaiman 
Range, continues, though with diminishing height and under 
other names, almost as far south as the delta of the Indus. 

Both the northern mountain ranges (at the north-west 
corner) and the western (Sulaiman) barrier are traversed b}' 
several jjasses. And these passes, speaking generally, are in a 
double series : first crossing the highest, or farther rampart, and 
then crossing a second or plain w'ard line of mount ain crests 
before reaching the level country of the Punjab or Sindli respec- 
tively. 

Naturally, clans with their leaders, or conquering princes 
with their armies, coming from the more northern or north- 
western regions, would enter the Himalayan group of hills by 
the north-west passes about Kabul. It is also quite possible 
for hardy northern races to have remained a long time among 
the valleys and slopes of the mountainous region about the 
Upper Indus and its affluents, lying, roughly speaking, between 
the northern high-line of the Himalaya (represented by the 
Hindii-Knsh and its continnation east and west) and the outer 
line of the same gTonp. Once across the northern main ram- 
parts, it would be possible to extend a settlement into the 
intraniontane valley of Kashmir and the neighbouring valleys 
of Ohamba, &c., as far east as Kangra. Whether or not the 
tribes made such a settlement in the Hill Country, it would still 
be necessary to cross the remaining ranges in order to emerge 
on to the plains in the vicinity of Peshawar, or of the Jihlam 
River, as did Alexander. 

In the case of tril)es coming from the north-west and follow- 
ing this general route to-wards the plain country^ it would be 
possible either (1) to go south along the Indus Valley, which 
presents an open country, all the way to the sea ; or (2) to spread 
over the outer hills and also the level plains of the Panjab. Once 
having reached those plains, the tribes and their followers could 
advance eastward with no other difficulty than that of crossing 
various rivers, to the Ganges plain or valley, and to the rich 
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tracts of Oudii and Bihar. Ultimately Bengal Proper and the 
Ganges months conld be reached without any serious physical 
obstacle. Supposing, again, that other tribes chose the Indus 
Valley route, or perhaps entered India lower down— -i.c. more 
towards due west — these would naturally occupy Sindh or w’ oukl 
proceed to the Southern Panjab. If it was in their mind to go 
still further south, their line of progress 'would be by Kaccli to 
Western India, as we shall presently see. 

(2) The Vindhyan Brmier 

Across the middle of India, just where the continent begins 
to taper to its triangular form, and south of the Chambal, the 
Jamna and the Ganges rivers, there is a broad but rather low 
series of hill ranges, which forms, as a whole, a continuous 
barrier almost from west to east. At either extreme end the 
barrier can be rounded ; but the whole central portion has, as a 
matter of fact, for many centuries afforded a practical line of 
demarcation between ^ Northern India ’ (the basins of the Indus 
and the Ganges), and the Dakhan and Southern India. This 
barrier does not strike the eye so much till its entire features 
are taken in. There are, in fact, a whole series of variously 
named ranges, which it may be permitted to generalise under 
the collective name of Windhya.’ 

If we consider the main lines of greatest elevation, we shall 
here also observe two general ‘ ramparts/ The great valley of 
the Narbada (or Narmada) river forms a convenient line to 
guide the eye.^ Along the north of this, there is one continu- 
ous and comparatively high line of hills — the Vinclhya proper— 
which continues far eastward in the Kaimur Hills. At the 
western extremity — at some considerable distance from the 
coast — this range turns somewhat suddenly northward, forming 
the line of the Alahi and Aravali Hills ; it thus encloses a partly 
barren, partly fertile, table land of which the rich plateau of 

^ These features are especially obvious in the outline map of the hill 
systems in the Statistical Atlas, 1885, prepared by the Government of 
India for the India and Colonial Exhibition, and sold by Messrs. Eyre 
& Spottiswoode ; and better still by the beautiful map of the Hill 
Ranges printed with the Parliamentary (periodical) Statements on The 
Moral and Material Fj'ogress of India, 



GEOGEAPHIOAL AND PHYSICAL FEATUKES OF INDIA 43 



Malwa is the most noticeable feature. But it leaves the whole 
country west of Malwa to Kacch, Kathiawar and the coast, open 
to the north ; the desert country being the only obstacle. 

On the south side of the Narbada, comes the second ^ ram- 
part/ marked by the great range of Satpura Hills, the Maikal, 
Mahadeo, Melghat, and other ranges. This southern line unites, 
at its western extremity, with the line of ‘ Ghat ’ or Sahiyadri 
Mountains that extends southward along the western shores of 
India at a limited but somewhat variable distance from the sea 
coast. Below the junction is an opening into the Tapti Valley 
which would give access to Berar, and thence without difficulty 
to the plain of Nagpur, in the region of the modern ^ Central 
Provinces.’ 

But on passing the second or southern high line of the 
Vindhyan group, the country does not subside to a dead level,, 
as Northern India does when the last of the Himalayan outworks 
are passed. For this reason the Vindhyan group, as a whole, 
does not stand out sharply and separately on the relief map ; 
the whole of the country inland of the Ghats and south of the 
Vindhyas forms the somewhat elevated but varied table-land of 
the ^ Dakhan,’^ This table-land is brought up on the east as 
well as on the west side, by a range of hills along the sea-coast. 

The range called Sahiyadri or Western ‘ Ghat,’ already men- 
tioned, is higher and more continuous and in genex'al much 
nearer to the sea-coast than the so-called ^ Coromandel ’ Ghat 
skirting irregularly the eastern side of the Madras Presidency. 

The general result of such a conformation is, that the whole I 
of Upper Western India is also open to an advance of tribes | 
from the Indus Valley or by the lower passages of the Western ' 
Sulaiman frontier. The route is across the open desert of I 
Kacch and on to Gujarat.^ Once in this position, it would be I 
a matter of no great difficulty either to turn eastward and domi- 

^ The dialectic form of ‘ Dakshinri,’ or ‘ southern ’ country, variously 
written in books as tlie ‘ Deklian,’ ‘ Deccan,’ &e. 

“ In early times there was, in all probability a different conformation f ^ 
of the country, and the river Indus had its mouth in the . Bay of I 
Cambay. But this does not affect the use of the route spol^en of. (See an \ 
interesting paper on Gujarat by Mr. A. Eogers in Asiatic Quarterly - 
Beview for April 1896, p- S80. 
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nafce the E'arbada Valley, or, by the Tapti. to reach Berilr, the 
'Goiiclwana country, and the western plains of the Central Pro- 
vinces. South and east, however, of the Nag-pur Plain the 
country again becomes hilly and inhospitable, so the further 
advance will not be likely. 

On the other hand, tribes reaching India by the north-west 
passes, emerging on the Panjab and proceeding in an easterly 
direction towards the J amna and Ganges Rivers, would find, as 
I have already explained, the Panjab and the Ganges Plain as 
far as Assam opeii.^ But should such settlers have tried to ex- 
tend southwards in anything like large bodies, across the wide 
series of A^indhyan Hills, they would be checked by interininable 
forests and hills. It is not until later times (apparently 
about the eighth century) when the country south-^vest of the 
Chambal River, Bundelkhand, &c., had been occupied from, tlie 
Ganges Plain, that the Malwa Plateau was reached, and thence 
northern chiefs led their armies through the Mali! Hills into 
Gujarat and through the Vindhyan passes to the Central Pro- 
vinces, 

Thus, while the Vindhyan barrier generally restrained the 
Aryan advance to the south, it did not affect the western ex- 
tremity of the continent; and in Upper Western India ive 
have consequently to take acconiit of a double series of Aryan 
movements. First, in remote times, Aryan tribes came without 
hindrance from the Indus A^alley ; next came Turanian or Scytbic 
tribes ; and then, in much later times, Hindu Rajputs from 
Malwa or Bundelkhand and Rajputana. 

All Icder movements were facilitated by certain passes in the 
Afinclhyan lines themselves. Thei’e are two principal openings 
thx'ough the higher ‘ rampart/ One, at the eastern end gives 
access to the Narbada A^alley (Jabalpur and Mandlft), The 
other, at the western end, not only gives «access to the lotver 
Narbada Valley owing to openings, by Mhau and Iiidor, in the 
northern range, but also, by an isolated and somewliat wide 
opening in the southern Satpura range, to the Dakhan itself. 
This latter opening is commanded by a fine scarped and table- 

^ Indeed, -when once Bengal was oceupiecl and the nioiiths of the 
Ganges were reached, adventurous parties could, and did, go by sea to 
Arakan, Java, and Ceylon (Lanka). 
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topped hill, called .Aslrgarh,^ crowned with a once extensive 
fort. It is not surprising that this place has again and again 
been the object of attack by northern armies seeking to reach 
the Dakhaii from Delhi and Agra. It was taken by storm, on 
the last occasion, in the Maratha war (1819). The Mughal 
Emperors in their endeavours to conquer the southern kingdoms 
by an advance from Ajmer and Agra had always to take account 
of this pass. 

The passage at the eastern end is that now made use of by 
the railway from Allahabad to Jabalpur.^ Indeed, the existence 
of the railway and other modern roads rather blinds the tourist 
of to-day to the real character of the Yiiidhyan hill conntry as it 
must have been in old times. ^ Nfot many years ago,’ writes 
Mr. (Sir C.) Grant, ‘ the passes which would now scarcely excite 
notice but for the boldness of their scenery were looked forward 
to days beforehand with dread by cartmen, and most of the 
carriage of the country was effected by pack-bullocks. The 
valleys were sufficiently smooth and easy in fair weather, but a 
few hours’ rain would convert the track through them into a 
trough of deep black compost, in which every step was a labour 
to the most lightly laden animal.'^ 

It may be worth while, in conclusion, to notice how the 
actual condition of the ^ Central Provinces ’ (immediately beyond 

* See Imperial Gazetteer (2n(i ed.), i. 338. A good view of tlie 
fort is obtained by travellers on the Great Indian Peninsular Railway 
from Bombay to Allahabad. 

® I venture to think that Lassen (i. 112, 2nd ed.) attaches too high 
importance to this east- end route when he calls it the * Hauptverbin- 
dungsstrasse ’ (‘ chief line of communication) between Hindustan and the 
Dakhan.” It never served to do more, in early times, than enable an 
Aryan, or more probably semi-Aryan, royal family to establish a local lord- 
ship in the Upper Narbada Valley (Jabalpur and Garha-Mandla). It 
seems also to have led only into the valley, and not given access further 
south ; at any rate, the Haihaya kings whose dominion was early estab- 
lished in this region only extended their sway to the districts of Cliattls™ 
garh (Raipur and Bilaspur) in the immediate vicinity. All history 
shows that, apart from the access to Western India by the Indus Valley 
route, it was the passes at the western end that can be correctly de- 
scribed by Lassen’s phrase as giving access from Hindustrin (Le. Upper 
India). , , 

Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, p. xx. 
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the Vindliyan ' barrier ’) shows the effects of “the geographical 
features I have sketched. The northern or Narbada Talley dis- 
tricts contain most of the Aryan or northern element^ as might 
be expected ; not only because they are nearest the north, but 
because the valley was from the earliest times more or less open 
to approach by the western (Indus Valley) route. Here it was 
that one of the most ancient of the Aryan or quasi- Aryan 
(Rajput) rulership was established in the well-known dynasty 
of the Haihaya, whose first capital was at Alaheswar.^ After the 
progress of the Hindu Aryan tribes in Rajpntana and Bundel- 
khand and Malwa, no doubt there would be more and more 
intercourse with the Narbada districts and Gujarat. But in 
reality it is known that the chief influx of Hindi-speaking 
people from the north of India only occurred within the last 
three centuries (since the reign of Akbar).‘^ And the establish- 
ment of Hindus with their Brahman priests has resulted in the 
gradual absorption of many of the earlier races. But below the 
Ghat ^ the country is more Dravidian, including a Maratha ele- 
ment from the west, and a Telugu and Uriya one from the east 
and south.^ 

Another point deserves mention in connection with these 
Vindhyan ranges. Not only have the western and central 
hills served as safe retreats for the relics of tribes like the 

^ Maheswar is now in the Iiiclor State. Cf. Central Provinces Ga- 
setteer, Introduction, p. csxvi. ‘ It [the Narbada country] was ruled by 
chiefs called as usual Paljpiit, but these seem to have been days in which 
Bajputs had not been thoroughly assimilatecl with the Hindu caste 
system ’ [which, I may add, was hardly then in existence] ; ' and it is quite 
conceivable that they may liave reigned as a semi-foreign tribe directly 
over the aborigines without the intervention of any class of Hindus.’ 

- Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, p. xv. The gradual ab- 
sorption of the population within the ranks of Hinduism v'as, as we shall 
afterwards see, begun very early by Brahman hermits. Hills and V'oods 
which completely stayed the w-aves of tribal emigration or the advance of 
large armies proved no obstacle to wandering hermits and those ^vlio 
sought the merits of ascetic life in the forest. 

Asa matter of fact (Census of Lidia, Parliamentary Blue Book, 1891, 
p. 156), the Hindi -speaking population is no^v 60 per cent. ; the original 
Bravidian-Gond element still a little over 9 per cent., while the Maratlui 
element from the west rex)resents 19*6 per cent., and the Uriya from the 
east, 6‘6r5 per cent. 
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Koll, the Bliil, the Maria, and Kurkn, who have not been assimi- 
lated with the general ^ Hindu ' population, but the eastern ex- 
tremity (South-western Bengal and Orissa) has its special features. 
Here there is an extensive plateau-land in the province of 
Ohiitiya-Nagpiir (corrupted into Ohota-H^pur) and the adjoining 
^ Hill States.' In this we find the refuge-ground of interesting 
races. For the country is at once fertile within and inaccessible 
from without.^ Accordingly we find examples of the so-called 
Kolarian tribal land-customs, as preserved by the Santdl^ Ho^ 
Mfcncld^ &c., as well as the Urdon and other admittedly Dra vidian 
tribes. It was mainly owing to the local features of this region 
that these tribes were able to establish a permanent home, and 
to find land to cultivate, while they retained their own peculiar , 
customs, safe from external attack. Hill ranges have often I 
served as the refuge for ancient tribes ; but they afibrded no I 
facilities for the permanent location of agricultural villages. On | 
the contrary, they often directly invited a nomadic life and J 
subsistence by the chase ; and where cultivation was adopted as | 
a necessity, it was carried on by a method of temporary clearing \ 
to be described presently. Tribes i>laced in these situations • 
have ended by remaining, or perhaps becoming, quite nomadic 
and uncivilised, or else by descending into the plains, and more or 
less completely losing their individuality in the mass of low-caste 
Hindu agriculturists or farm-lahourers. The districts of Ohntiya- 
N%pur, on the other hand, though shut in by the hills, contain 
so much culturable land, that tribes finding a secure home within 
their precincts were able to establish permanent cultivation, and 
so to develop their natural tendencies towards this form or that 
of village organisation. Thus we can observe in the plateau 
lands, relics of early agricultural customs which we should seek 
in vain in the forest-clad hills of the other Vindhyan ranges, and 
these, under the circumstances, we may believe to be really 

^ ‘ The central table-land on which the tribes rallied is admirably 
adapted for defence. The ai>proaches to it are from the north, noi'th- 
west, east and south, and are exceedingly precipitous, the paths winding 
up deliles which a handful of resolute men could hold against hosts of 
invaders,’ (Dalton’s Ethnography of Bengal^ Calcutta, 1872, pp. 150-235). 
See also an interesting article on ‘ Chota-Nagpur : its People and Be- 
sources ’ in the Asiatio Quarterly Bem&ia for April 1887. 
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ancient, since there was no external influence (at least till quite 
recent times) to destroy them. 

It is not, of course, claimed that geographical features ex- 
plain everything ; hill ranges which have proved harriers to the 
Aryan advance may not have always been equally impervious to 
other tribes coming, perhaps, from other quarters and inoviiig 
very gradually, in small sections and under wholly difFereiit con- 
ditions. But the features above described had a very clear con- 
nection with the facts of the Aryan advance, the occupation of 
the Indus Valley, the early Aryan connection with Upper 
Western India by that route, and the subjugation of the Ganges 
Valley or Plain, as well as with the fact that no extensive Aryan 
movement south of the Vindhyas took place. 

We cannot, however, derive any definite information from 
such features when we try to account for the first origin of the 
ancient Dravidian races ; and how it is that we find people with 
more or less distinctively Dravidian elements in their language 
at once north and south of the Vindhyas, on the border of 
Biluchistan, and throughout the Madras territory.^ 

Section II.— Physical and Olijviatio Peatuees beaeing on 
THE Poems of Ageicultueal SErmEMENT 

(1) Gemnd Remarks 

The great divei'sity in abundance of rainfall and general 
moisture which now exists must at ail times have been experi- 
enced in different parts of India, and the striking difierences in 
soil, climate, and vegetation which follow from these difierences 
will naturally have had a great deal to do with the permanent 
location of groups of settlers and their customs of land-holding, 

^ The question whence the Dravidian races came is so purely a matter 
of speculation that it would be altogether foreign to my purpose to touch 
on the subject. It may only be suggested that if they ever came from 
the west, following the indication affoi’ded by Dravidian elements in 
Biluchistfin, they would naturally have taken the Indus Valley route and 
gone first to Western India and Southern India, where they would liave 
multiplied and remained comparatively pure andimmixed; while those 
of the races who gradually extended to Upper India, w^oiild be largely 
influenced by the stream of Kolarian and Tibeto-Burman races from the 
north-east, to say nothing of other possible northern tribes. 
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Such climatic yariatioiis are accompanied by differences in the 
crops which it is possible to raise, and in the sort of treatment 
necessary to the proper utilisation of the soil. Different tribes 
may also prefer different climates; and if they happen to have 
marlvedly diverse customs we may find peculiar tenures in one ' 
place which do not occur in another. It has been observed in the 
Panjilb that the location of Muhammadan village-communities 1 
usually follows the river lowlands, where cultivation is less | 
troublesome, and a crop more secure, though the climate is less 
healthy. The Jats and hardier agricultural races, on the otlier ; 
hand, follow the higher lands, where the soil is good but the 
labour of raising a full crop is more considerable ; the climate, 
however, is drier and much healthier. The customs of these 
villages are not, in fact, markedly different, Yet, if there liad 
chanced to be some striking contrast, we should have had tlie 
spectacle of customs changing with the contour lines of the map. 

I cannot help thinking that it is the peculiarity of Indian climatic ! 
conditions that has prevented the early agricultural tribes from | 
following certain methods of co-aration and other customs which | 
seem to be always found among the early Celtic and Teutonic j 
tribes of Europe. I 

In Wales, for example, in a moist and cool climate, the ground 
is covered with short grass suitable at all times more or less 
for tribal grazing — and this we know to have been the principal 
resource ; the tribes were more pastoral and predatory than agri- 
cultnraL What land they actually wanted for the yield of 
bread-corn, they could easily reclaim every year by simply 
ploughing it up. Every tribesman had cattle which he brought 
to the work ; strips representing a day’s ploughing — or some 
similar area — were arranged ; and the harvest was divided with 
reference to tlie number of strips which fell to each tribesman’s 
share. The . harvest over, the short grass and herbage would 
again take possession of the fields, and if the tribe moved its 
home, or required new ploughlands, nothing would l)e easier 
than to settle on a new site for the purpose. 

Anything of the kind would be impossible under, any of 
the ordinary climatic conditions of Indian provinces. Hence 
we never hear of tribal co-aration. Small holdings may be 
worked by people each of whom has only one bullock, so that 

E , 
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tliey must combine forces. And in some places local customs 
will be found of gathering together a number of ploughs to 
treat a large area, and giving a feast to all the helpers^ But 
that is not co-aration such as we see in ancient Europe. We 
have also instances of jointly-worked village-colonies, where no 
permanent allotment of the fields was made, apparently for a long 
period : the village heads determined each year what land each 
CO sharer should take in hand ; but that again is not co-aration. 

The fact is that no system of the kind would in most cases 
I work. In all the numerous places where dense forest has to be 
I':, contended with, the fields, once laboriously cleared, must be Icept 
' clear, or the work would be undone in a few weeks or months ; 

^ the atari custom in the Akola district of Beriir {Ga^etteer^ 
p. 65). 

® It may be not quite useless to explain to English readers that the 
work of clearing land and keeping it safe from the encroachment of the 
jungle is in many parts of India a task quite beyond the experiences of 
European agriculture. The following passage, relating to the clearing of 
jxmgle country in the remotest parts of the Central Provinces {Gazetteer^ 
Introduction, p. xxi), gives a graphic sketch of the ancient dificiil- 
ties of ‘ first clearing.’ Of course the nature of the difficulty varies fr:om 
district to district ; in one place the contention is only with a hard soil, 
for which irrigation has to be laboriously provided ; in another, it is with 
rank deeply-rooted grass of the Saccliartim and other species, which 
springs again if a vestige of root be left, and soon chokes the ground with 
great tufts of leaves and tail flower-stalks twelve feet high ; in another, 
it is deep-rooted jungle of Frosoiris and other dry species. Wherever 
there is * semi-tropical ’ forest and undergrowth, as in the country 
) described, the iabom*, as well as the risk of fever, is great. The writer of 
I the extract whieli foUows spealcs of the life of a settler, even in modern 
! times, being ‘ a constant battle against tigers and malaria.’ ‘ At present,’ 

he says, ‘ it is almost incredible how' quickly the ground which the hand 
of man has patiently gained, inch by inch, is swallowed up again by the 
jungle, when the pressure of regular occupation is for a moment inter- 
I mitted. Sir W. Sleeman, writing in 1826, records how a few days’ ill-judged 
I zeal on the part of a mere undeiiing threw a flourishing tract of country 
I out of cultivation for years. , . . There had been a bad season, and yet the 
collection of the revenue had been pressed on, in one of the wilder 
subdivisions of the Narsinghpur district, without allowance or con- 
j sideration, by an over-zealous collector. The hill cultivators . . , 

I deserted in a body ; when better times came it was found impossible 
: to repopuiate the deserted villages, for they had been so grown over by 
i jungle in a year or two, that the very village-sites needed clearing, and 
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and tMs not only invites the separate demarcation of fields and | 
develops the sense of a strong claim to what lias been so I 
laboriously won, but it almost naturally produces a union of r 
families in villages ; for people cling together when they not only 
need the help of one another in the fields, but when they are ( 
liable to be harassed by wild animals, and subject to much sick- ^ 
ness — at least till a large open space has been cleared and good 
drinking-water obtained — and where the demons of the woods ■ 
and the spirits of the solitudes have to be propitiated, beings 
who excite in the minds of the primitive tribes an amount of 
superstitious dread which it is hard for us moderns to realise. 

In other places the village lands require irrigation of various 
kinds ; this is obviously opposed to easily shifted cultivation ; 
it also requires fixed fields and a determination of shares in the 
water. We shall afterwards notice that among the earliest 
allusions to agriculture in the Vedas we find the water-course 
mentioned, and also the field measured with a reed and separated 
by a balk or lince from the neighbouring fields. 

In the dry plains of the Panjab and the Ganges Doab, early 
cultivation was probably confined to the immediate vicinity of 
the rivers, where the soil was moist, and where wells, if used at all 
for watering the land, would have been, as they are now, mere 
pits in the soft soil. It must have been some time before the 
people learnt to cut canals inland from the rivers, or to sink 
deeper wells, and raise the water by some mechanical device. 
Here, then, we see no opportunities for co-aration and the 
indeterminate occupation, by wdiole clans, of large areas of 
land. 

In the Hill Country and intra-montane valleys of the North 
Country, again, the nature of the soil would require the perma- 
nent terracing of the hillsides, the establishment of small irriga- 
tion works along the hillside — or else the permanent utilisation 
of all such level alluvial deposits as naturally become the sites of 
rice-fields. Or, again, just below the hills, we find cultivation often 
carried on solely by aid of occasionally flowing, or permanently 

tigers had so readily occupied the new coverts thus made for them that | 
even travellers shunned the country.’ This state of things would be f 
reproduced even more easily in weU- watered and tropical parts of the 
country, in East Bengal, Burma, &c. 
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flowing, streams, wliicli are made, by very easy and primitive 
devices, to water tlie land. There is little opportunity for chang- 
ing the fields, which, moreover, are nsnally terraced or embanked 
with some labour. But the most serious and general obstacle 
to easily moved agricultural settlement in the plains is the labour 
of clearing the soil already alluded to. Nothing suggests the 
open-field system of shifting settlements and the co-aration of 
the whole. 

To be sure, the extensive use of fallows is an early resource 
of primitive agriculture ; and in the drier climates land is easily 
exhausted ; but here it will generally be found that each holding 
is large enough to include an area that is fallow while a small 
portion of it is under cultivation ; they do not sliift the entire 
village or the entire tribal group of cultivated holdings from one 
location to another. Temporary cultivation is practised on 
alluvial lands, which are unstable, and on certain soils where 
either there is only occasionally sufficient moisture or some local 
peculiarity. And this generally occurs where the herbaceous 
vegetation dries up after the rains and can be removed by 
burning. 

There is, however, one general method of temporary cultiva- 
tion which is still extensively practised in the remote districts 
and among the less advanced tribes. It is confined, however, 
to the forest-clad hill country in parts of the Eastern, Cen- 
tral, and Southern Provinces of India. It be worth, 
while to devote some attention to it, for it is connected with 
the customs of locating tribes and the allotment of territory ; 
and while, on the one hand, it seems to render the idea of fixed 
ownership of land more or less inipossible, on the other hand it 
initiates various customs of united labour, of responsibility for 
keeping fire away from the clearings, and of the establishment 
of small family groups, as well as larger clan-settlements, in their 
defined boundaries. Ultimately we see how’’ it gradually becomes 
modified into a permanent right in the soil. 

(2) Sldfimj or Temporary Hill-miUivaHon 

The essential element is the existence of hills with a con.” 
venient slope and a sufficiently dense covering of vegetation to 
yield an amount of ash which will suitably manure, the ground. 
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It involves also the distribution of certain beats or areas which 
can be taken up in rotation ; and this gives the first idea of right- 
over a considerable territory only a limited portion of which is 
under treatment at any one -time.^ The first point is, as I have 
said, to select out of the wooded area the slopes that have a 
suitably thick clothing of vegetation and are sufficiently gentle. 
This latter is important, since if the slopes are too steep, the 
^ monsoon ’ rain, descending on the surface bared of its tree- 
shelter, would erode the soil and wash away the seed. 

On the selected area, the working members of the families, 
armed with their heavy knives (of the type of the Burmese da), 
cut down all the smaller vegetation, bamboos, grass, and small 
trees, which are then gathered in heaps to dry in the sun ; in 
some cases the larger trees are not cut, but ringed or ^ girdled ’ 
and left to die standing. At the end of the hot season, and just 
before the summer rainy-season begins, the dry material is set 
on fire ; and when all is reduced to ashes, these are raked over 
the soft forest Jimmus soil, and seed (millet, hill -rice, and some- 
times cotton), being mixed with the ashes, is dibbled into the 
ground with a hoe. As soon as the rain falls the seed 

o 

germinates, and the family labour after that consists in repeated 
weeding and in guarding against the attacks of wild animals,^ 

^ This form of cultivation is Imown by various names. It is jum in 
Bengal, Tcimiri (or Icumarl) in South India, yij or (in the Hills) taung-yd 
in Burma!' m the Central Provinces and neighbourhood it is dainya> or 
dahyd, the enclosed cleared fields being called hemar. It was known in 
the outer ranges of the Himalaya, within the last century or still more 
recently, under various local names, oil, Jwnlll, &g. It was by no means 
unknown in Eiarope. In Styria it is still practised under the name of 
‘ Brandwirthschaffc.’ The French ‘ sartage ’ is, however, not the same 
thing : that is a method of lightly burning over the soil to manure and 
improve it; it answ^ers more to the rah cultivation of Western India, 
where the permanently cultivated rice fields are lightly covered with 
leaves, bamboos, small branches, &e., and burnt, partly for the sake of 
the ash manure, but stiU more, I am told, for the benefit to the surface- 
soil by the slight calcining action of the fire. There is an account of the 
himri cultivation on the West Coast, in Bombay Gazetteer, xv. (part ii.), 
188, 189, and South Kdnara D. ikf. i. 209, 

- Which latter is sometimes a very formidable business. For 
example, in the Ceiitral Provinces Gazetteer, an account of the cultiva- 
tion as practised by the Baigtl tribe is given. There they seem to rely 
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When the crop is reaped, the soil maybe considered sufficiently 
fertile for another year’s cultivation; but it is soon exhausted, 
and then a move has to be made to a greater or less distance 
according to locality. It depends on the extent of suitable slopes 
with sufficiently dense vegetation, and the relative numbers of 
the tribes, whether the same place is returned to after many years 
(20-40), or after the minimum mnrih&L' (5-7), in which a sufficient 
growth will cover the land and afford material for the next 
burning. In scantily populated ranges, no care is taken ; and 
the fire applied to each cleared area is allow^ed to spread over the 
adjoining forest, many square miles being annually burned. But 
where the area is more restricted, the ^ villages ’ have a w’-ell- 
iinderstood system whereby the fire from the prepared blocks 
must be prevented, by cleared lines, &c., from spreading to 
neighbouring blocks ; and a system of .fines and compensations 
would be enforced in case of neglect. 

To a gi'eat extent the allotment of these tribal areas is regu- 
lated by Nature. There may or may not have been a conflict of 
interests and fighting before a peaceable location is effected ; but 
the natural barriers of river, ridge, and valley appear usually to 
be followed as intimating the limits of clan-territory and its 
sub-divisions. 

It is extremely interesting to be able to trace the stages 1)y 

on burning the large wood as well as the sroalier stuff ; sufficient being 
cut ‘ to cover pretty closely the whole of the area. . . . In May and 
June, just before the setting in of the rains, the wood and the brush- 
wood in which it has fallen is set fire to ; and almost before the fire is out 
the Baigjls may be seen raking up the ashes and spreading them over 
the surface of their field. This is done wdth a bundle of thorns or long 
bamboos, until there is a superstratum of about an inch of ashes spread 
over the ground.’ The grain sown consists of millets and Ifodo (Fasjm- 
hmi ep.) and a poor hill rice. ‘ When sown, the field is fenced round 
very roughly and strongly ; small trees are felled so as to fall one on to 
the other ; the interstices are fiUed in with bamboos, and the boughs are 
carefully interlaced so that the smallest kind of deer cannot effect stn 
entranced Where bison or buffaloes are feared, which wnuld burst 
through an ordinary fence, they bury a line of broad-bladed spears 
(diinsd) at about the spot wffiere the animals would land if they jumped 
the fence. Watching an opportunity, they frighten the wild cattle, in- 
ducing them to rush the fence, when some of them are sure to be wounded 
and perhaps one or two killed ; and the herd never visit the field again. 
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wEioli tMs nomad cultivation begins to change into permanent 
allotment of holdings and to the fixation of villages. Such a 
process has been observed in parts of Burma, where the Karen 
population has come to press oir the land and is unable or un- 
willing to move elsewhere. The rich soil at the bottom of the 
valleys first becomes permanently cultivated, and the sloj^es 
above, still cultivated by burning the vegetation, are nevertheless 
divided out, and worked in a strict rotation, under severe penal- 
ties and well-enforced res|)onsibility in the case of fire being 
allowed to spread to the areas not yet ready for cultivation. 

Sir D. Brandis has given an interesting account of the Karen 
tribes in the hills between the Sittang and Salween Eivers ^ who 
had attained this stage of progress. ^ These Karens,’ he says, 
‘ have two classes of cultivation : along the valleys and ravines 
are extensive gardens of betel-palms, with oranges and other 
fruit trees carefully irrigated and admirably kept. These gardens 
are strictly private property ; they are bought and sold, and on 
the death of the proprietor are divided in equal shares among 
his children.’ He then describes how on the drier slopes above, 
iaungyd cutting is practised ; but the limited area available and 
the necessity for carefully fostering the vegetable growth ^ which 
yields the ashes necessary for sowing the hill-rice renders special 
arrangements necessary. And he continues : ‘ The whole of the 
taungyd grounds of one village are divided into a number of plots, 
each plot being owned by one of the proprietors of the village. 
Well-to-do people own from twenty to thirty plots situated in 
different parts of the village area.’ The boundaries of each 
village are most distinctly defined, and jealously guarded against 
encroachment. The boundaries of the plots also are defined, 

^ These plots are sold and bought . . . and when a proprietor dies 
his taungyd gi’ounds, with his gardens, are divided in equal shares 

^ Quoted at length in my Land Systems of British India^ iii, 
506 ff. Sir D. Brandis was familiar with these tribes as Conservator 
of Forests, and again visited them twenty years later, when he was 
Inspector-General of Forests to the Government of India, 

^ The vegetation that springs np after a season of shifting cultivation 
is interesting botanieally, and is very different ficom the original forest. In 
the Karen Hills, the vegetation for burning is chief y a tall reed- grass 
{Arundo ap.) interspersed with old gnarled trees, which are pollarded 
so that the leaves and branches may be burned on the ground. 
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among Ills cliildren/ ... ^ I have here spoken of the people as 

the proprietors of their taungya grounds. They claim, however, 
only a kind of imperfect proprietary right. They hold their 
plots as against each other, but tliey recognise that the State has 
a superior right in the land.’ So far Sir D. Brandis : for my own 
part, I may suggest that this may be a I’elic of the feeling that, 
as waste land belongs to the State, as of old it belonged to the 
tribe indefinitely, so land which is yet, so to speak, in a stage 
between waste and cultivation, has not yet completely become 
private property. It wdll be observed, however, that the plots 
are rented, bought, and sold ; this implies that the State right is 
after all of a limited kind ; or more probably, perhaps, that the 
native mind does not regard the conciiiTent existence of two 
kinds of right as at all antagonistic. 

In some places we may observe the change wdiicli has led 
tribes, without deserting the Mil country, to take to the terraced 
cultivation which is so commonly observed in hill districts ; in 
the Himalaya, for example.^ There is usually some level ground 
at the bottom of the valleys, and perhaps some alluvial level area 
formed by the gradual accretion of mud and detritus from the 
mountain torrents ; and this is suitable Iqv rice-land. With this 
valuable area of permanent cultivation, the desire grows to re- 
main in the same vicinity ; and so, gradually, the best spots on 
the slopes above are selected and terraced or banked up witli 
the stones picked out of the fields ; if rice can be grown here, 
it is soon found possible to conduct the water of a hill rivulet to 
the spot by means of a contour cliaimei along the hillside. 
These are sometimes contrived with considerable skill. . 

I do not know whether it should be considered a relic of 
the old forest-burning method of cultivation, or whether it is 
merely due to a prejudiced clinging to an early method of man- 
uring, that it is still a feature of the West Coast holdings, in 
Coorg, Kanara, &c. (and I have noticed the same thing in 
Chutiya-Nagpur on the east side), that every cultivated farai 
holding has allotted to it a certain portion of grass and jungle 

^ I have been shown places in the Simla Hills and elsewdiere where 
the peculiar vegetation of the slopes indicates that they had once been 
treated by the process of shifting cultivation perhaps no more than fifty 
or sixty years ago. 
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land, not only to supply gi-azing fox'* cattle, but more especially | 
to yield brandies and stuff to burn on the rice fields. This is j 
irrespective of any general grazing area or forest that is avail- | 
able in common. | 

(3) Instances loliere Village Groiqos are not fo'Wid 

The first case to be noticed is that of the British Himalayan 
districts. It is not difficult to understand that where there is 
only a limited area of flat land in a narrow valley, and occasional 
patches of good soil with not too steep a slope on the hillside^ 
single homesteads, or very small groups of two or three families 
together, must take the place of the villages of the plains. The 
consequences of this from a tenure point of view are, perhaps, not 
immediately perceptible ; but in reality there can hardly be any 
doubt that the peculiar natural dispositions of culturable soil 
and waste have had a great effect : (1) on the arrangements 
made when Rajput conquering chiefs assumed local dominion, 
and (2) on the modern system under our own Land-Revenue 
Settlements. But still more interesting (3) are some ancient 
customs still traceable, which largely depended on the physical 
conditions, but may also be due to peculiarity of racial custom. 

It happened that the Ivangra district became British ter- 
ritory (now under the Panjab Government) in 1846. The 
Kumaon and Garhwal districts, farther east, also came under the 
North-West Provinces administration in 1815. And we have good 
information about both, especially in the interesting reports on 
Ivangra, with its outlying dependencies, by Mr. Barnes, and later 
by Mr. (now Sir James B.) Lyall. It will be necessary to pre- 
mise ^ that both these districts were probably inhabited from early 
times by people who belonged to the North-Eastern or Tibeto- 
Burman stock, races now much altered and blended with Hindus 
(Aryans), who came later. It must have been a comparatively 
easy task for a chief of superior race and with a small hardy 
troop of followers to establish a local rulership in these hills ; for 
the isolated holdings were too scattered to’ combine for defence, 
and the petty independent chiefs had no cohesion. We find 
the Rajput Rajas claiming ail the land ,as conquerors. But 

^ Further detail will be given in Chapter IV., dealing with Land 
Customs. 
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they did not interfere much with these existing holdings, nor as 
a rule tax them exorbitantly for rent. The waste and the forest 
became the Baja's ; and, in Kangra at any rate, he enforced the 
claim strictly. The State oflScers soon arranged the scattered 
farms and hamlets into circles for rent-collecting and other 
Government purposes.^ These circles afterwards were treated 
as ^ villages ' when the districts came under the British Revenue 
Settlement. 

In the Kangra Hills, separate homesteads are found (lark^ 
Idrlii, hciBd')^ or where it is possible small villages or hamlets are 
built together and called tjmon. As all the waste and forest 
belonged to the Raja, the cultivators only claimed to have 
the customary use of the hillside and grass-land for grazing 
their cattle. But sometimes the waste and the cultivated fields 
were so intermingled that the whole group together seemed to 
constitute some different form of ‘village^ tenure. This, 
however, is not really the case, as Sir J. Lyall points out.‘^ I 
have alluded to this detail, not that there is any necessity for 
explaining it, but because the remarks on the subject made in 
the Report were the occasion of introducing a vivid picture of 
the agricultural settlements in the hills, as they occur under the 
different conditions which the gentler slopes and occasional open 
vallej^s afford. This I cannot do better than quote - 

A glance at the outward aspect of these mmiza ^ [writes Sir J. 
Lyall] will, I think, make it clear that this degree of difference of 
tenure in the waste has mainly arisen from physical causes. Take 
first a mcmza in the irrigated villages. The low and tolerably level 
parts of the area, which can be conveniently flooded from the water- 
channels, form the Jidr or open expanse of rice-fields. This land is 
too valuable and too swampy to be lived upon ; the houses of the 
landholders are seen closely scattered along the compaz^atively high 
and dry ridges or rising ground. Each family has a garden, orchard, 
or small field or two round the house or houses in which it lives 
(Idrhi-bdst ) ; the rest of its holding is made up of fields scattered 

^ Locally called in Kangra hothi, JidJamif maffcJcm, &c., and by other 
names elsewhere. 

- Kangra 8, B, (1874), § 17, pp. 14 fl. 

Mama is the Eevenue- office term for a village as defined in a 
map ; the term was doubtless purposely used in the Eeport becaxzse of 
the artificial nature of the groups adopted for Settlement purposes. 
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here and tliere in the lia/r, Nfear the houses are long strips of grass 
like village greens, on which the cattle graze in common. Now, in 
a village of this kind it is evident that the idea of honndary in the 
waste between family and family has not the chance of arising. . . • 
Next take a mmtza in a country where there is no irrigation, but 
where the features of the landscape are bold — that is, where open 
arable slopes and plains alternate with steep nnculturabie hills. 
Here the houses of the landholders will be seen scattered over the 
surface of the arable land, the fields of each family lying with few 
exceptions compactly round the houses of the family. . . . The 
general grazing grounds are the hill sides which surround the arable 
land. Here, again, there has been no opportunity for the growth of 
a feeling of boundary between family and family in the waste as a 
whole. Thirdly, take a mau%a in an unirrigated country . . . 
composed of a mass of low steep hills intersected by hundreds of 
narrow valleys or ravines. . . , There is little culturable land, and 
what there is is scattered here and there along the tops of the ridges 
and edges of the ravines. Culturable and unculturable lands are 
everywhere intermixed in about the same proportion. . . . Each 
group of houses is surrounded by waste sprinkled with fields. Each 
family, as it has grown from its ancestor the first settler, has brought 
under the plough all the culturable land within its reach, but has 
still within the orbits of its fields much waste — enough, or nearly 
enough for the requirements in the way of grazing.^ 

Here naturally nothing would tempt anyone else to make 
use of the included waste, and equally naturally in time it would 
become regarded as belonging to the group within whose ^ orbit ’ 
it lies, though not actually its ‘ property.’ 

The.se little groups of separate farms were all held from the 
Kaja as superior landlord ; they had, as I have already said, to 
be further organised in circles for rent-collecting purposes ; but 
the effect this produced on the soil interests cannot be classed 
under the head we are now considering. Similarly, the ap plica- 
tion of a particular Eevenue system in modern days, and the 

^ The length of the extract that would be necessai'y prevents my 
adding some interesting remarks (p. 16 ) on the smallness of the hamlets 
in narrow and malarious ‘ irrigated ’ rice valleys. ‘ Not only in Kangrii but 
in Gurdilspur and in other districts,’ says the writer, ‘ T have noticed an 
extraordinary difference in the growth of families in irrigated and un- 
irrigated estates. In one case the pedigree table expands hardly at all ; in 
the other it soon shows a list of descendants almost constituting a clan.’ 
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formation of ‘ estates/ wHch go to swell the total of villages in 
the official returns, is a purely artificial arrangement. 

It would be impossible to pass by the Valley of Kashmir, for 
which a Revenue Settleiiient has recently been made, and under 
which it is hoped an altogether new era of prosperity has dawned 
for the long-suffering population. Mr. Walter Lawrence, who 
made this Settlement, has given us a charming account of the 
valley.^ In the more completely mountain country of Kashmir, 
in such localities as the Kishnganga V alley, and the hills on the 
confines of Hazara, as well as about Kishtwar, Badrafvar, and on 
the borders of Chamba, all of which I myself have visited, the 
villages are formed of little groups of chalets wherever the site 
is sheltered and there is water and sufficient space for the houses. 
The cultivation is on terraced fields forming separate holdings 
grouped together as far as circumstances permit, just as in Kulu 
or Ohamha. In the ‘ Valley’ itself, where there is more space, 
larger villages seem to be formed ; and in one case Mr. Lawrence 
speaks of a village with a normal population of 165 families, and 
the usual village menials and artisans appear ; indeed, the Mughal 
rulers seem to have introduced a village system. But I cannot 
find any trace of a community holding an area of land in common^ 
I even where the extent of country would permit such a thing. No 
I. allusion occurs in Mr. Lawrence’s account to any tenures. I pre- 
sume that it was impossible to trace any early forms of landallot- 

^ The Valley of Kashmir, by Walter Lawrence. London : Henry 
Prowde, 1895. These liills and valleys seem to have been early inhabited 
by Aryan clans who at that time could not have developed caste and 
other later Plindu institutions. It seems also the Naga or serpent- 
worshipping races were there also. It is remarkable that the Kashmir 
dialect more nearly resembles Sindlii (Lawrence, p. 454) than other 
Prakrit derivations. And Sindh must have been originally occupied 
by Aryans in the same stage of progress as those of Kashmir. After- 
wards Buddhism prevailed, and we have a long list of Hindu kings, 
who had, evidently, much communication with India, and became 
‘ regular ’ Hindus as time went on. In the seventeenth century the 
Mughals conquered the valley ; and after them Pathuns and Sikhs exer- 
cised, in turn, a cruel rule. All rights have been set at naught for 
I generations past, until now when, thanks to the enlightenment of the 
I Council of Regency, a proper Settlement has been made. The theory, I 
I presume, still is that the State is the owner of the soil ; but the peasantry 
I will at least have a secure hereditary possessory title. 
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nient, and tliat for generations past the Eajas’ ownership, and 
the official oppression to which the people were accustomed, must 
have left at best only a certain hereditary occupancy as the 
ostensible tenure. Speaking of the villages in the Valley, Mr. 
Lawrence remarks that each house has some space around it : ‘ in- 
stead of the ineffable dreary and unvillage-like look of the Indian 
hamlet, we have in Kashmir the picturesque homesteads dotted 
about here and there. All have their little gardens and court- 
yards.’ In this courtyard is the wooden granary, like a sentry- 
box ; and here, too, the women sit to husk rice and separate the 
maize from the cobs. ^ Most villages,’ adds Mr. Lawrence, ^ have 
a delightful brook, on which is a quaint-looking bathing-house, 
where the villager leisurely performs his ablutions. One of the 
prettiest objects in the village is the graveyard shaded by the 
Geltis umtralis trees, and bright with iris — -purple, white, and 
yellow — which the people plant over their departed relations.’ * 

The hill districts of Kumaon and GarhwIl lie more towards 
the centre of the outer Himalayan Range ; they show very much 
the same features as have been noticed in Kangra.^ The ^ villages ’ 
of the plains are replaced by ‘ detached hamlets scattered along 
the sides and bases of the mountains wherever facilities for cul- 
tivation are afforded,’ ^ I do not find any special form of land 
allotment noticed ; but the assumption of the soil ownership by 

^ Quoted from a paper in Joimial of ilie Society of Arts ^ xliv. 492. 

* Beports on luiniaon and Garhwal, by Traill and Batten, collected 
in the Agra reprint (1851). There is also a ‘ Statistical Account of 
Kumaon ’ in the Gazetteer^ and much information for those who care to 
dig it out of the bulky Keport by Sir H. Bamsay on the Kumaon 
Bevised Settlement of 1873. Unfortunately, at the early date when 
the first E.eports were written, it- was not yet the feshion to inquire 
into the ancient customs in detail. The Beports are also much spoiled by 
a feature which might seriously mislead an unwary reader. The Board 
of Eevenue had prescribed by Circular Order a general mode of recording 
and describing village -tenures under the usual terms Zamintlftri. FaMl- 
dflrl, and hlumlcliaril ^ about wdaich we shall hear in the sequel, and 
wdiieh only suited the villages of the plains. Accordingly, both Messrs. 
Traill and Batten thought it necessary to attempt to use these official 
terms, and sometimes have to apologise for the hill-tenures, that really 
they ■will not, as doubtless they ought, fit into the frames provided by the 
Board of Be venue I 

SJcetch of Kumaon in the Collected Kejiorts, p. 11, 
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the conquering Rajas led to the separate homesteads and small 
hamlets being regarded as ' Crown" tenancies ; and, just as in other 
States, the rent collections were managed by forming ' circles " of 
hamlets under officers locally known as Kamln and ThoMdr or 
SiydncL These agents, again, selected a headman {padliwn) in each 
hamlet or group of hamlets to collect the rents of the individual 
farmers. Thus a more or less artificial appearance of ^ villages " 
arose. And in Kumaon, apparently much more generally than in 
Ivangra, the Raja made grants or assignments of his superior right 
in the land j and the resulting title was called ihui (or hot if the 
grant was for the support of the relatives of a soldier slain in 
battle). All sorts of persons, astrologers, Brahmans, courtiers, 
dependents, and even the royal cooks, got such grants. At first 
they were ‘ freehold," since the royal revenue due on them was 
either remitted or was taken by the grantee for the service on 
account of which the grant was made. In course of time the 
revenue remission was rescinded, but the ^ ]3roprietary ’ title 
remained. The grantee ‘ proprietor ’ was entitled to take into 
his personal possession, and use, one-third of the land. Here, 
again, was another source of artificial villages. For when 
the heirs of the grantees succeeded jointly, some semblance of 
a joint-village estate arose, and, under tlie North-West Pro- 
vinces Revenue system, the estates were treated as or 

villages, and shown as such in the statistical returns. Not- 

withstanding these grants, however, a large proportion of the 
hamlets in Kumaon, and especially inGarhwaV remained as in- 
dependent groups of cultivators, and are only aggregated for 
administrative purposes. 

I In another widely different part of India — along the West 

f Coast — we have another instance of the absence of villages, 

' This country comprises the districts of North Kanara, South 
Kanara, and Malabar. It may be described generally as con- 
sisting of a strip of uneven but fertile land between the sea 
and the Western Ghat mountains. Many spurs run down 
from the hills beyond, and the level country is constantly inter- 
sected by rivers and estuaries, and by ravines which widen 
towards the coast and are filled with rice Cultivation; while 

^ B, Garhiml^ in the Collected Reports, p. 129, 
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tlie whole country is studded with orchards and luxuriant palm» 
groves.^ 

In North Kanaka, as the country aj)proaches the districts of 
Belgaum and Dharwar, and above the Western Ghat or Sahiyadri 
Hills, somefching like villages are formed, and there are some ap- 
pearances of a staff of village officers and menials. In Kanara 
generally, the house of a cultivating family stands, separately, in 
the neighbourhood of the fields held by them. The single holding 
is North Kanara is called stliah The aggregates of these hold- 
ings formed for official and administrative purposes throughout 
Kanara appear to have been variously arranged at different 
periods, and especially by the Mysore Sultans or other sovei’eigns 
who introduced the Perso-Arabic revenue terms. A small 
group of two or three holdings (having, I suppose, some con- 
nection among themselves) is called majare, which is a local 
form of the Arabic 7na?:nl, (H.) majnl. The more natural aggre- 
gate is called gmma, which also is a group of a few holdings. I 
think I am right in supposing that the grama was the original 
subdivision of the nclclu^ of which we shall hear much in the 
sequel. Where there happens to be a somewhat larger aggregate 
of residences it is called mauje, which is the (A.) mauza. Whether 
this is regarded as distinct from the grama I am not informed. 
For administrative purposes sevei^al (5 or 6) grama are again 
aggregated into a mdgane? 

The houses are mostly built of iaterite, which is a material 
locally abundant, soft when first cut, but hardening on exposure 
to the weather. Or else Iaterite jDillars ^re built, and the walls 
are of mud. A lai'ge proportion of the ordinary peasant houses 
are thatched ; but that is not from poverty, but from the ancient 
custom which confined the use of tiles to temples and the houses 
of the Brahmans and the ruling classes. 

^ North Kanara is under the Bombay Government, and is described 
in the Bombay Gazetteer^ xv. 411-15. South Krinara is in Madras ; 
there is a pleasing account of the comitry in the South Kanara I), M. 
L 8 . 

Bombay Gazetteer, xv. 412. The old Mysore Government made use of 
a larger aggregate, called liobalu I understand that this is now disused. 
Cf. South Kanara D. M. ii. 6. I presume that the figures at p. 8 refer 
to the population in a mcigcme* 
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The system of land-holding here, which depends on the past 
history of the country, has no reference to tillage aggregates 
whatever ; and we shall hereafter see that the warg, or superior 
holding, often consists of several plots which are not necessarily 
in the same mdgcme even. 

In Malabar the general facts are similar. Here, among the 
upper classes of landholders, the single house is often a hand- 
some structure standing in the midst of a square enclosed orchard, 
approached by a castellated gateway, and solidly built. It con- 
tains several connected families, for the joint-family idea is strong 
among them. ^ Here also we have the grouping of a number 
of holdings into gnma^ tara^ &c., and these again, for adminis- 
trative purposes, into miisham (cimsJwm of the books).^ 

More will appear on this subject when we speak of the land- 
holding customs ; and we shall then see how far the state of things 
depends on Dravidian custom, modified by caste and the Hindu 
law ; but it is clear that the isolation of the holdings is in the 
first instance caused, by the physical features of the country — 
the broken ground, the frequent ravines and valleys, at the 
bottom of which the rice lands lie. It is interesting to observe 
J that in the fourteenth century Ibn-Batuta noticed these 
t features : he says that the whole coast-line afforded one long 
I journey under trees, and that the people had all of them separate 
' houses in the midst of their land.^ 

One more example of the absence of village aggregates, and 
that entirely due to physical circumstances, may be taken from 
the SouTPi Panjab — a country presenting about as complete a 

^ I.e, among Nilyar and Brahman families. Logan. Malabar D. M. 
i. 89, 131, 1B3, 153. The feeling for separate households is shown by 
? the juiinerous words m Malayfdam for houses of different kinds; tlie 
j cottage, the ordinary jiouse, the mansion, the meuiars hut, the Erg'a’s 
' palace, the chiefs house, &e., are all distinguished. 

. - The aggregate known as clcsam is of a different character ; it was an 

I early aggregation made solely for military purposes, each group having to 
f provide so many soldiers. 

Quoted D. AT. Malabar^ i. 86, w^here there is also a pleasing 
account of the arrangements of a higher caste dwelling in the midst 
of its orchard and surrounded with a high bank of earth and an inter- 
laced hedge. It is too long to quote, and would be spoiled by condensa- 
tion. 
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contrast to that last described as can well be imagined. In the 
districts below Mnltan, and part of Dera ^azi Kban, the. 
^country is vso rainless that anything like permanent cultivation 
is only possible either along the banks of a river, or by aid of 
small canal cuts taken oif from the river, or by the aid of wells, 
which again can only be sunk up to a certain distance inland — 
i.e, away from the river. The ^ well ' (i.e. the area protected, 
or at least partly watered, by the well) becomes the unit of pro- 
perty throiigliont the tract that lies next beyond the river- 
moistened belt. Thus, in the Mnltan district, Mr. Roe 
vvTites:^ ^In the tracts near the rivers, the lands generally 
belong to Jat tribes, and here we find regular village com- 
munities. , . . Away from the rivers the villages are generally 
merely a collection of ‘ wells ’ which have been sunk in the 
neighbourhood of a canal, or in more favourable spots in the 
high land. In these there never has been any community of 
interest ; in very many cases there is not even a common village- | 
site : each settler has obtained his grant direct from the State, I 
sunk his well, and erected his homestead upon it. Under our I 
Settlements, the waste land between these wells has been recorded, 
as a matter of course, slulmildt-clih (common of the village); 
but originally the well-owners had no claim to it whatever.’ 

(4) Physical Peaiures ivhicli invite Village Pormation 

Having described some of the physical causes which tend to 
•jirevent the formation of villages, there remain to be noticed, on 
the other hand, those features of Indian climate and physical 
condition which would have directly encouraged the aggregation 
of groups of cultivators, even if tribal ties or a strong sense of 
family life had not already predisposed them to settle together. 
These causes have, in fact, operated universally, and are suffi- 
cientty obvious when stated ; they are calculated, however, to 
invite aggregation of some kind, but do not go further in 
producing any particular form of that agg]*egation. Wlierevei" 
they have operated, ‘ villages ’ are a feature on the map, irre- 
spective of the internal structure of the groups, whether as 
aggregates of independent households or as co-sharing bodies. 

^ S, B. Multan (1883), chap. ii. § 69. It is just the same in parts of 
Dera Ghazi Khan, Fryer’s S. B. 1874, § 216. 
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I need hardly repeat what has been said about the difficulty of 
first clearing the jungle-clad, black-soiled districts of many of the 
central and southern parts of India, or in the dense forests of 
the eastern districts. No single family could settle alone. A 
fair-sized clearing must be made as soon as possible, for the sake 
of health ; and the need of co-operation for defence against wild 
animals injurious to crops and even to human life, for carrying 
out the cottage-building, tank-digging, forest-clearing, and other 
initial works, is obvious. 

Even in dry open districts the help of a number of hands 
would he needed before cultivation could be fairly started. 

In very dry countries, where cultivation is impossible unless 
a well or canal-cut can be provided, circumstances may, as we 
have seen, tend to the establishment of separate farms or land- 
holdings with reference to the well or other irrigation source ; 
there may also be conditions which admit of cnltivating groups, 
but at the same time limit their size. In the Bannu and other 
frontier districts of the Panjab, where there are low hills furrowed 
by many torrent beds which for the most part have water only 
during the short rainy season, there are well-established cus- 
toms of sharing the water, by means of a system of channels and 
temporary dams, whereby the water is led on to certain groups 
of terraced fields. The customary rules provide that each dam 
must be removed after a certain number of hours ; or that it can 
only be raised to a certain height, so that when the flood reaches 
that level the surplus water may pass on to the fields of another 
right-holder. The point here is, that the size of the village nifiy 
be largely determined by the number of fields which, the available 
water-supply will reach. In the same way, wherever there are 
but limited ' tanks ’ for irrigation {e.g. Ajmer and Central India), 
the size of the cnltivating group must naturally regulate itself 
accordingly.^ 

^ The, word 'tanli’ is said to be of Marathi or Gujarati origin. 
Wilson’s Glossary gives plnlccn (M.) and tanlch (Gu.) ; it has no refer- 
ence to our English word of the same form. The irrigation-tank is 
sometimes a depression in the soil, or the head of a valley dammed up 
artificially, and so situated as to collect the rain running off the high 
land all round. Some ‘ tanks ’ are vast sheets of water never completely 
dry. 
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Defence against enemies is another obvious reason for aggre- 
gation. In unsettled times, cultivation is hardly possible except 
within reach of some chiefs fortress ^ or other place of refuge ; 
and in those provinces where the open level country has allowed 
of ' village ’ settlements, the families keep together for mutual 
help. Each group has to be prepared to defend itself against 
sudden attack, i^ccordingly, in many parts of India the village 
dwelling-place has been built with mud walls and stout gates, 
witliin which the cattle may be secured and the cultivators find 
refuge against a foray.^ In later times, too, oppressive revenue 
officers had often to be resisted. 

Tliis allusion to the dwelling site of the village reminds me 
that, though the aggregation of houses in the centre of the hold- 
ings is a very common feature, it is by no means universal. 
This difference often depends on physical conditions ; but in for- 
mer times it must have depended also on the state of the country 
as regards peace : homesteads or small hamlets scattered about 
the village area would have to be abandoned (and were so fre- 
quently) during the wai*s and invasions that so constantly occurred. 
It is mentioned in one of the Lahore Settlement Reports that 
the villagers used to come and ask the Government Settlement 
Superintendent for permission to have their homestead outside the 
regular village site, as if this were an exceptional measure which 
formerly would have been dangerous.^ 

This may be a convenient opportunity to pass in review 
the several provinces, as regards the form of village residences, 
whether they are compact groups of houses (eitlier walled and 

^ "We shall meet with an example of this in the hilly table-land of the 
Dahhan districts. ■ 

^ Grant Duff mentions that Sivaji, the founder of the Maratha rule, 
fearing to encourage Hhe village and district authorities to resist his 
government as they frequently did that of Bijapur,’ . . . ‘ destroyed all 
milage wallsj and allowed no fortification in his territory that was not 
occupied by his own troops .’ — History of the Mahrattas, i. 197. 

Possibly, however, the application was made because the petitioner 
expected to be allowed a sufficient area for his house, to be made free of 
revenue : this he could have got in the dbddl or central site, the area of 
which is, in the Panjub, always unassessed, but he might not be able to 
secure a remission on part of Ms fields. 
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gated or open), or whether small groups of houses (hamlets) are 
the prevalent form. 

In the Madras Manuals I have not found any general 
account of the subject, although it is evident that, putting aside 
the special conditions of the west coast districts, the plain 
country in general appears to present similar characteristics. 
So much I gather, that the flat-roofed houses characteristic of 
the Daklian are notin use, but that mud-built cottages thatched 
with palmyra palm (Bo^^assiis sp,) are common. It seems also 
to be a general feature, and one apparently derived from the 
original Dravidian village customs, that each house had its 
‘ croft,’ or garden and yard, and that the menials of the village 
were aggregated in a sort of suburb (eer7^ just outside the 
village.^ Bladras villages in general (I gather from various 
scattered indications) are compact groups, and, as usual in 
Dravidian countries, the whole social organisation is complete — 
the hereditary headman with his ex-officio hereditary holding of 
land, the village accountant, and the regular staff of village 
artisans and menials paid by grain fees as we have already 
noticed.^ 

As to Bombay, I have not yet seen a general account of the 
Dakhan,'^ but from scattered notices in the district reports, I 
gather that the villages are generally compact, and that flat- 
roofed houses are common, the poorest sort of huts being 
thatched. The general use of sun-dried bricks or of mud walls 
compacted together, or of buimt brick with mud cement, not 
only in this part of the country but in India generally, is 
not only to be ascribed to its cheapness. There is no doubt 
that thick mud walls are much cooler than brick. The cir- 
cumstances of life in the Dakhan districts seem to make 
compact villages necessary. It would appear that at one time 
families of superior race had established their lordship over 
the villages, and they probably held control from the gadli^ 
or forts, built on the eminences with which the irregular table- 

^ Macleam's Manwal, i. 100 ; Goddmri X>. M. p. 87. 

^ Ante, pp. 16, 17. 

^ Voi. i. of the Gazetteer i which may be expected to contain a general 
sketch of the physical feattires, population, and social conditions of the 
Dakhan districts, has not yet appeared. 
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land abounds ; as such. ‘ barons ’ would Lave constant feuds 
among tbemselves, compact villages would be a necessity foi^ self- 
protectiond 

In tbe richer districts of Gujarat — a province which has 
often and not unjustly been described as the Garden of India— 
the villages seem well to do, and furnish an excellent specimen 
of what village-building can attain to. The account deserves to 
be quoted:^ 

The whole population ... (a practice which doubtless dates 
from old times of insecurity) live together in the village itself, which 
is generally situated near the centre of the area. There are some- 
times hamlets subsidiary to large villages. . . . The village, con- 
taining from 100 or less to 2,000 or 3,000 inhabitants, is always 
built beside a tank or large embanked pond shaded by noble trees, 
among which is the temple of the local god. On one side of the 
tank, and in front of the village, is an open space where the cattle 
assemble to be watered morning and evening ; and here is usually a 
deep-chambered well with a long flight of stone steps leading to the 
water. . . . Here also at nightfall, on earthen seats round the stem 
of an aged tree, the village elders assemble to smoke the huqqa and 
talk over their simple topics. The village itself is occasionally sur- 
rounded by an earthen wall, but more commonly by a thick cactus 
hedge {Optmtia sp.)^ and even this defence is now often wanting. 
At the entrance are the huts of the sweepers, one of whose duties is 
to guide travellers ; and on the outskirts of the village live, each in 
their separate quarters, the diflerent 'classes of low-caste labourers. 
Their huts are sometimes wretched enough, yet often, and increas- 
ingly so of late years, they inhabit decent cottages of one story, built 
of unbaked brick and tile. In the middle of the village live the . . . 
owners and cultivators of the lands. Their houses, with walls of 
brick and tiled roofs, are usually built two and even three stories 
high, round courtyards opening with a gate into the street. . . - 
Often three or more houses have one yard in common. They front 
on the court, and the doors, windows, and balconies are generally 
ornamented with the delicate wood-carving for which Gujarat is 
famous. The sides or ends towards the street present a blank wall 
often covered with stucco and adorned with frescoes, barbarous, 
indeed, in design, but brilliantly coloured and not wanting in spirit. 

^ Compare the note on Rasik District, Bombay Gazetteer, xvi. 27, 
and for Ahmadnagar District, xvii, 48. 

- Bombay Gazetteer^ iv. 45, 46, 
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THs represents the type of village in a rich country, and is 
above the general standard. In the Bharoch district, also in 
Gnjarat, the absence of the /a^-roofed house is noticed. The 
Gazetteer describes how the villages are surrounded by trees : — 
'Occupying a perfectly level country, these clumps of trees, at 
an average distance of about three miles apart, indicate the site 
of these scattered communities, each having its proportion of 
wells and tanks.’ ^ An average would give 134 houses and 509 
inhabitants to each village in the district. Formerly, it is 
added, ^ many of the villages were surrounded by walls of 
mud or of burnt bricks as a shelter against the attacks of free- 
booters,’ but xiow only traces of such defences remain. 

As a specimen of one of the coast districts I may take 
Ratnagiri. Here villages seem to be compact, built in streets 
(paved roadways made with blocks of laterite are in use). All 
are shaded with belts of cocoa-nut plantation. As usual in 
Dra vidian countries, the low-caste people are kept in an adjacent, 
but distinct, suburb. On the whole, it would appear that villages 
containing 200 to 1,000 inhabitants are the commonest.^ 

No general account of villages is given in the Central 
Provinces, except that of the total number, more than half are 
aggregates of houses not exceeding 200 inhabitants, and many 
more do not go beyond 500. The province is made up of 
districts variously situated as regards their physical conditions. 
But in general compact villages seem to be the rule, and in many, 
the family garh'i or residence of the Fdtel is more or less con- 
spicuous in the middle. 

For the North-West Provinces there are more abundant 
materials. Compact, occasionally very large, villages are found, 
but sometimes the tendency is to a number of hamlets scattered 
about through the area of the ' village.’ This depends partly 
on the nature of the soil, partly on other causes. In some 
cases it marks the gradual expansion and fission of the family 
groups; some branch of a large family will arrange to start 
a new hamlet (^majnl, &c,),^ which will in time become an 

^ Bomlay Gazetteer, ii. B80. ~ Ibid. x. IBG. 

Majrci is the Hindi form of the Ai'abic m'azrd, which means a plot of 
land prepared for sowing. 
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iiiclependent village. For example, in Banda, one of the south- 
east districts of the North-West Piwinces, towards the Viiidhya 
country, I find the Settlement Officer remarking that ^ where 
the bulk of the soil is of naturally rich quality, large villages 
are the rule, and the population is found collected in a single 
site.’ He adds, that in the Banda pargaiia there are as many as 
eight large villages each with a population exceeding 2,000. 
Six of these, on rich black soil (locally known as mnr), have only 
one inhabited site; while in the two remaining villages, in 
which there is 'much light and broken soil,’ there are, 
]:)e3ides the chief centres, five additional hamlets in each. In 
one case (Kliaptiha, in the Pailani jjcmjana) there is a single 
village of fifteen square miles, with a population of 3,737 
crowded into one central residence ; while in a neighbouring 
estate, a much smaller population is found to have established 
nine villages and hamlets scattered over the area of the 
community. In the broken country adjoining the hills, Hhe 
substitution of small hamlets for the single lai'ge village-site 
shows its fullest development.’^ The need of manure, and 
the desirability of being near the fields to keep watch against 
animals, also affects the multiplication of hamlets. 

In the OuDH Gazetteer (to take a very differently situated 
country) I find it noticed that ^ the village in Oudh is not a 
single collection of houses. . . . The number of hamlets in any 
particular village varies with its area and the convenience its 
lands offer for building, from only one to sometimes as many as 
fifty [houses]. . . . The people are nowhere drawn together by 
the more complex wants of the civilisation with which we are 
familiar. Their simple huts can be run up in a few weeks on 
any spot which is sufficiently elevated above the rain floods, and 
their almost only object is to be as near as possible to the fields 
they cultivate. A new settler, especially if he be of high caste 
and rents a considerable tenement, will generally prefer to build 
a detached house close to his own fields. In the course of time 
his children and grandchildren will relieve the overcrowded 

^ 8. B. Banda (Mr. CadeU’s), 1881, p. 30. Offier large tribal areas 
of this kind will be described in Chapter VI. It is not often, in such cases, 
that the inhabitants are coHected in one village-residence. 
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house by adding houses of their own, and those, with the hovels 
of the low-caste attendants, the ecmdr and the slave-ploughmen, 
will form a hamlet which, if of sufficient size, may eventually 
attract a blacksmith, a carpenter, a washerman, or a barber.’ ^ 

■When we read in Sleeman's Journey of the Oiidh (ISi ative) 
Government officials collecting revenue with the aid of troops 
and siege guns, this refers rather to the necessity of putting 
pressure on the Taluqdar and other landlords in their curious 
forts or fortresses, which were often hemmed in with dense 
quick hedges of thorny bamboo, than to the villages of the 
peasantry. 

In the PUNJAB 5 the varieties of climate and local situation 
produce corresponding differences in the villages and house- 
building. The mountain districts, like Ivulu and Kangra, have 
their own styles of building, not at all unlike those seen in 
Switzerland. Wood and stone are the universally employed 
materials, and the roofs are covered with split slabs of wood, or, 
if available, great rough-hewn slates. In the plain districts 
compact villages, sometimes large, are the rule. But there are 
parts where the growth of the families has resulted in the es- 
tablishment of several subsidiary hamlets. This is noticeable 
in the districts across the Sutlej and in the south-east. Every- 
whei'e the villages are flat-roofed, and built of mud bricks ; often 
they are walled and gated, or otherwise arranged, so as to be 
defensible at least against cattle-thieves. One feature deserves 
mention, which is seen even in the level country. The village 
appears raised up on an eminence, which gradually forms in this 
way : the earth for the walls, both of the village and the cottages, 
is obtained by digging out one or more ponds or tanks, which will 
become filled with rain water, or possibly a spring may be 
started. These ponds will be the drinking-place for the cattle, 
and here, too, the buffaloes wallow in the hot season. Tliey 
become gradually deepened as more clay is required and is 
dug out. As mud-houses gradually fall down by age or during 
the heavy rains, and are frequently renewed, there is a perpetual 
tendency for the house-sites to rise in level. An old-established 
village will thus be considerably raised, and the site must be- 


^ Ondh Qazetteer^ vol. i. Introduction, p. xiv. 
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come higher and higher in the course of years, independently of 
the fact that, for obvious reasons, the highest ground available 
was probably selected to begin withd It is very common to find 
the headmen, and others of note, having better-built brick 
houses, for which they have acquired the best situations, There 
are many local accounts of villages in districts, which it 
would not be possible to quote without too great a sacrifice of 
space. ^ 

I may notice, in concluding the subject, some general statistics 
which appear from the Indian Census of 1891. The difficulty 
of fixing on anything like a unit for a ^ village ’ in some districts, 
and the fact that some enumerators may have taken the adminis- 
trative aggregate or circle, and others the single lioinestead as 
the unit, must of course vitiate the results to some extent ; hut 
making due allowance for this, it appears that out of a total of 

^ 111 the Karnal B.B. (1882), Mr. Ibbetson remarks (p. 120) : ‘When 
a new village is founded, the first thing done is to dig out tanks to hold 
rain-water for cattle, washing, &c. The village is built on the spoil; and, 
as in course of time old houses fall down and new ones are built, the 
village is raised higher above the surrounding plain, in some of the old 
Nardak villages as much as loO or 200 feet. The space immediately 
aromid the village is called goird : here the cattle stand to be milked, 
weavers train their warp, fuel is stacked, dunghills made, ropes twisted, 
sugar-presses erected, and all the operations conducted for which free 
space is necessary. The village is generally surrounded by a mud wall 
and a ditch as a protection against thieves, and is entered by gates often 
of brick and containing side rooms in which the gossips sit when it grows 
hot under the huge har or tree (Ficus 5^^.) wdiieh generally stands 
outside. Main streets (gaB) run through from one gate to another, and 
in Eajput or other villages where the 'women are strictly secluded 
numerous blind alleys lead from them, each being occupied by the house 
of near relatives.' This is in the South-eastern Panjab, but is quoted as a 
good account of the form of Panjilb villages in general ; details natui*aily 
vary in different parts. 

^ See, for example, Lahore S. B. (Saunders), § 208 ; Smhijrnyur 
S.B. (Montgomery), §43; Bidll’ot Gazetteer, "^,^6 \ B, JPindi Gazetteer, 
pp. 51-52 ; Firozg>ur Gazetteer, p. 38. In Purser’s Montgomery 8, B, 
pp. 52, 53, there is a vei-y pleasing account of the villages and types of 
house. As to frontier villages, aggregation depends on the peculiar 
tribal customs afterw^ards described. In the Bannu 8. B. pp. 60 ff, are 
some particulars, but no direct notice of the point under immediate con- 
sideration — the aggregation of residences. In Peshil’war, the villages are 
compact, sometimes furnished with towers of refuge (Captain Hastings^ 
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close upon 714,000 villages, nearly 223,000 contain a popula- 
tion of 200 and over, wliile about 343,000 Iiave under 200. 
Those exceeding 500 are, in round numbers, 98,000.^ 

These notes on the physical conditions may be concluded with 
a brief remark on the origin of the vernacular words for ^ village.’ 
I do not know of one that has direct reference to the grouping 
or aggi’^^gs-tion of loml. The Sanskrit grama may originally 
have had reference to a tribal grouping of a limited number of 
families, as the dictionary gives ^ clan,’ ‘ community ’ or host,’ 
aggregate,’ as among the meanings.^ But in the Veda the 
word seems chiefly to indicate the sort of fort or protected resi- 
dence site into which the cattle could be driven at night or to 
escape attack.^ The Hindi gdmi\ gdm^ &c. (Panjabi granK-^ 
girdn^ &c.) are dialectic forms of grama. The Arabic 
adopted into general revenue language more or less all over 
India, is derived in Johnson’s Dictionary from the form ivam\ 
with the meaning of ^ founding,’ ^ laying down.’ The Persian 
dill is not explained. "Oh the Pahjab frontier the village is 
often called Tdiel^ which is simply a subsection of a clan and 
the considerable area of land allotted to it. I cannot speak 
from personal knowledge of the southern dialects, but on the 
west coast tar a has only the meaning of ‘ foundation,’ ‘ quarter,’ 
^ street,’ ancT hot anything to do with the aggregate of lands. 
The common Dravidian word for village is IV, which enters into 
so many names, as JNellore (Nal-ur), Vellore (VeLur), Tanjore 
(Tanja[v]ar), to say nothing of Indore (Ind-fir), G walior (Gwali- 

S. B. p. 20). In parts of Dera Ismail Khfai, aggregate sites again 
appear for the reasons given (TucJcer's S. E. § 18). For the South- 
eastern Panjab, see Purser and Fanshawe’s account of the large villages 
of Rohtak (average 2,044 acres with 1,076 persons), S. B., pp. 9, 10; and 
some curious particulars in Channing’s Giirgaon 8. B. (1882), § 70, p. 59. 

^ Census Be^port (Parliamentary Blue Book), p. 48. The large number 
of villages with small populations is increased by the inclusion of small 
groups in the hills, &c. Mr. Baines remarks that the landlord system of 
Bengal has tended to break up villages and settle the tenants on their 
holdings ; and also that, life and property being generally secure, there is 
a tendency to form small groups of houses on the spot, otherwise the 
holders would have to go far from home to reach their holdings. 

^ Vide Macdorieil, Sanshrit Dictionary, s.v. grama. 

•’ See Zimmer, p. 142, as to the Vedic grama or nr j ana. 
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fir)j &c,, further The terms ivpacjnm%am and in 

the South j refer to hamlets or offshoots of villages, as dhoh and 
incyrd do in North India. 

I probably referred to a fortified place or even town ; indeed, the 
origin of the word ma,y have gone back to the early time when some 
place of refuge would have been the natural centre of each village ’ 
group. However that may be, we find quite a group of compound words 
indicating village features, such, e.g,^ as Urdalmwra (Kam.), the village- 
servants; UrMvdUga (Earn.), the village-watchman ; Urmeruvii (Teh), 
Zlrlwla (Earn.), the village -tank ; Urmdniyam (Tamil), free-Iands for re- 
muneration of the village -servants, UnigaudR (Earn.), the village head- 
man. 
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CHAPTEE III 

STENOGBAPmCAL G0NSIDEBAT10N8 

IFj as we have reason to believe, the agricultural settlement of 
India began, not with the Aryan, but with pre-existing races ; 
and if, farther, we find that the Aryans, and also the Jat, Giijar, 
and other immigrant tribes produced the joint or landlord form 
of village as the result of their domination or conquest^ — since 
these villages occur chiefly in the countries subject to that con- 
quest — it becomes important to make a general suiwey of the 
provinces, and take note of the chief elements which are found 
in the population of each. We shall observe in each a pre- Aryan, 
or at least a non- Aryan element, a mixed race, and an upper 
class of purer Aryan caste, which, together with some families 
of later origin, represents the dominant or ruling race. 

A very brief examination of the subject will be sufiicient; 
we shall not only confine ourselves to what has some bearing on 
land-holding and the agricultural population, but we shall also 
avoid ail unceitain ethnological questions. These latter are so 
numerous in India that a prejudice may arise against any kind 
of ethnographic survey as affording but a doubtful basis for 
reasonable conclusions. But though such a suspicion may 
justly exist, it is possible to let it go too far, and land us in 
the error of stipposing that nothing is really known about the 
origin of the people at all. There are certain well-ascertained 
facts of Indian ethnography, and there are inferences to be 
jtistly drawn from them ; and it would be as wrong on the one 
hand to ignore either, as it would be to build up an argument on 
the more speculative elements. 

There is no reasonable doubt, in the first place, about the 
main ethnical elements with which we are here concerned.^ The 

^ And thus, if primitive communal ownership of land is a fact, we 
have a number of distinct fields of observation, in one or more of which 
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long-contintied fusion of races whicli has been going on for many 
centuries has natiirall}" resulted in obscuring the origin of many 
castes or tribeSj and has left it doubtful at the present day 
whether any particular people or tribe should be assigned to 
one ethnic group or the other ; nevertheless, the existence of 
certain distinct groups cannot be questioned. Thus, beginning 
with the north-east, Assam was certainly peopled by races con- 
veniently described as Tibeto-Burman. Similar tribes to some 
extent occupied the north-east parts of Bengal ; and they ad- 
vanced along the outer ranges of the Himalayan Mountains and 
furnished the basis of the more or less mixed ‘ castes ’ which 
form the cultivating population of the hill districts as far at 
least as Kashmir. There is equally no doubt that another 
people, coming from the same quarter, and conveniently distin- 
guished as KoXjARIAN, were once numerous at tlie eastern end of 
India. Nor is it of importance for our purpose whether the 
name is a good one, and whether these people are of an entirely 
separate stock. It is, at any rate, convenient to separate them, 
for we have something of interest to learn from the Santal 
people and from the Ho and Munda tribes surviving in Ohutiya- 
Nagpur, where they are found actually alongside of Dravidian 
races.^ Then, again, we have the often almost iinmixed and 
widely spread Dravidian population of the South. It is, no 
doubt, a dificult problem to account for the existence of Dra- 
vidian elements in Upper India before the Aryans came ; but that 
does not in the least affect the observations wo are able to make 
on tribes admittedly of this group, in their px^esent location, 
whether nearly pure as in the South, or more mixed in the 
Dakhan and Central India. Then we have the Aryan popula- 
tion, and with it many mixed races or castes claiming Aryan 
origin. Lastly, we have the Jat, Gujar, and other races who 
followed their steps, but only to a limited distance beyond 

we ought to find at least traces of sucli a system. If we find it neither 
among Tibeto-Biirmans, Kolarians, Dravidians, nor Aryans, the belief 
must be held to be more than ever doubtful as far as India is concerned. 

^ The distinction is also evident in the CeJitral Provinces, where we 
have the meeting groxmd of the Aryan introduced into the northern part, the 
Gond or Dravidian element, and also the Kolarian— all localised- (See 
Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, pp. cv-cviii., and cxxv.) 
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the Panjab; and we have the Moslem tribeSy the result of 
the Pathan and Mughal conquests. We have noticed already 
how the physical features of mountain range, desert, and open 
country affected the introduction and movements of the various 
invading races ; and how in consequence, Upper India — the 
country between the Himalaya and the Vindhya (from the Panjab 
to Bengal), the Western Indian Districts — with part of the 
Dakhan, and again Southern India, have all become marked 
ethnographical divisions ; and these we will follow in a brief 
series of sections. But before describing the population of each, 
there is one general question which, as it affects the entire range 
of subsequent history, had better be dealt with at once. It is 
almost impossible to describe the population oZ. any single 
province without reference to it. I allude to the nature of 
the Aryan advance— partly by conquest, partly by policy and 
conciliation — and to the question of the probable number of 
the Aryans and their relations with the population they en- 
countered. 



Section I. — The Aryan Immigration 

The Aryans ^ entered India at its north-west corner, and first 
established themselves in the hill country among the ‘seven 
confluents of the Indus ^ (Sa/i)fct-sindhavaJi)^ between the outer 
and inner Himalayan ranges.^ Prom this country the tribes 

^ It is quite unimportant for our purposes whether tlie name ‘ Ary«an ’ 
is a good oiie or not ; or wliether it implies a greater degree of iinit}^ than 
ever really existed. It serves, at any rate, to distinguish the people, or 
connected peoples, who gave us the Vedie hymns, and who afterwards, in 
one part or section of their race, developed tlie system of law and philo- 
sophy, of statecraft and religion, vrliieli we familiarly associate with the 
name of ‘Hindu,’ and which w’e find described in the Sanskrit classics. 

- Among other authorities, see Lassen, i. 617. It is usually assumed 
that the Aryans occupied ‘ the Panjfib.’ Thus, to select one passage 
out of several that would do equally well, Zimmer, p. 1, cominences : 
‘The main body of the Vedic-xAryan tribes settled, in ancient days, 
on the banks of the Indus and in the districts lying eastwurrd of it, 
through which numerous streams, great and small, find their w*ay as 
tributaries to the main river: it was the country of the Sa])ta~sindlima, 
the Panjtib of modern times.’ But I submit that the description, perfectly 
just in itseH, does not answer to ‘ tlie Panjab of modern times ’ at all. No 
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eventually moved forward towards the plain country of Upper 
India. A certain number, no doubt, occupied the lower Indus 
Valley and Sindh. Tradition is clear on the point, and ascribes 
the occupation to the Ydclavd txube. It is certain that Sans- 
kritic speech had reached the mouths of the Indus in very early 
times.^ Thence they extended to W estern India — to the portion 
which was open, as already explained. Another portion may 
have remained in the hill districts ; and some may have settled 
in the Panjab plains, either below the hills or close to the rivers, 
where settlement alone could have been possible. The rest 
moved eastward across the plains. The Vedic hymns, no doubt, 
contain specific allusions to the Panjab plains, and to battles 
fought in traversing them ; but they afford no certain evidence 
of settlement in the Panjab plain country. The important 
point is, however, not whether colonies did exist or were nume- 
rous, but what influence could they have had, even if we prefer 
to accept their existence. For when we hear of the ^ Ai^an 
colonisation ’of the Panjlib in general, it is almost always with 
the meaning that it was by tribes possessing the characteristic 
^ Hindu ’ caste and religious ideas. And on a hasty view of the 
subject, coupled with the reflection that the ‘ Panjabi ’ dialects 
are classed as Sanskritic,^ it is easily concluded that the Panjab 

one who is familiar with the locality from long residence would speak of 
the dry moxin tains and occasionally fertile valleys of the Upper Indus 
country — the country of the Swat, the Kabul, and the Kunar rivers, and, 
lower down, of the Knram — as ‘the Panjab.’ The confusion perhaps 
arises from forgetting that the rivers Indus, Kabul, Jihlani, Eavi, Sutlej, 
&c., have a long course through the Himalayan hill-country under the 
same names, or partially so, that they bear -when, more tlian a hundred 
miles south, some of them form the dividing streams of the real Panjab. 

^ Burton remarked that the Sindlii language contained many Sanskrit 
words, both pure and corrupted, which are now unintelligible to the 
unlearned in other parts. Dr. E. Trnmpp says that the Sindhi is much 
nearer to the old Prakrit than the Panjabi, iSIarathI, Hindi, and Bengali 
of oiir days (Hughes, Gazetteer of Sindh, p. 88). 

- The Sanskrit element in the language is not at all conclusive of an 
early influence; even supposing the Sanskrit words are always the 
originals, and not themselves derived from local speech, \¥e shall again 
have occasion to notice the Hindu elements in the Marfithl language and 
in that of Orissa, where it is practically certain that it w'as an influence of 
much later times, long after the Puranic religion and the caste system 
had been fully developed. 
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village communities are specially Aryan or ^ Hindu.’ This is 
not the case. There is no donht that at an early date something 
of the nature of a split or schism must have taken place among 
the tribes, and that the eastward march to the Saraswati and the 
Jamna rivers was not a mere question of united movement. It 
%vas only after the separation, and among the tribes settled east 
of the Jamna, that the rigid caste rules and other specially Hindu 
institutions and ideas were established : those who remained 
behind, in the Panjab or Sindh, could have had no share in them. 
Merely for the sake of distinction, I call the latter the ^ non- 
Brahmanic’ Aryans. The ^Brahmanic’ tribes not only moved 
away and made the Saraswati — then an important stream, but 
now very much diminished — their boundary, but evidently re- 
garded the ^ Panjab ’ with so much aversion that still in the 
j days of the epic poems, the country was declared impure — * Let 
I no Aryan dwell there even for two days.’ The reason of the 
■ ^ impurity ’ was the neglect or rejection of what were called the 
' Vedic ceremonies,’ and probably also the first rules of tribal 
separation : ‘ they do not conduct themselves * according to the 
Brahmanic ordinances ’ ; that is 

tlie root of the whole matter.^ It can only mean that the Aryans 
of the Indus Valley, and such as remained in the Panjjlb, did not 
adopt the strict rules and ordinances which afterwards led up to 
developed Hinduism, and consequently that they would naturally 
have bad little or no ‘ caste ’ objection to mix with other races ; 
so their separate ethnic traces would have disappeared as they 
have, in fact, done. We may speak, then, of early Aryan in- 
fluence in the Panjab and the Indus Valley and Western India, 


1 See Muir’s A, 8. T, ii. 482; MaMhhdratd, part mii. Kcvrna^ 
jKtrva, V. 2063-2068. ‘ In this region, where the five rivers flow 

after issuing from the mountains, dwell the BdhJku, called Aratta ; the 
water of it {tad-jalam) is called Bdluhl. There dwell degraded 
Brahmans contemporary with Prajd 2 ^ati [?]. They have no Veda or 
A^edic ceremony. The Prasiliald, Madrd, and the CrandJidrd, &e., dw^ell 
there.’ I)r. Muir puts the note of interrogation about the Brahmans ; the 
words are not clear in the original. May they not allude to some of the 
earlier bards and saerificers — already in Vedic times beginning to be 
called Brahmans — who, not caring to maintain the exclusiveness of the 
Aryan stock, were left behind and regarded as ‘ degraded ’ and unworthy 
scions of the race ? See Zimmer, p, 189, and Lassen, i. 616. 
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but it would have been one tMng in these coimtiies and quite 
another in the kingdoms of Oudh, the Ganges Plain, and Bengal. 
To an admixture of Aiyan blood is very likely due the improve- 
ment of some of the early races — ^the Alm\ the Kimbi^ the 
Mamtlid of Western India, and others in the north who could 
not be specified with any certainty. Aryans may also have intro- 
duced ideas of monarchy and chiefship (already known in Vedic 
times), but probably not the ^ caste ’ and other customs which 
belong to the later ‘ Hindu ’ development. 

The eastward-going tribes established their new home near 
the sacred Saraswati . and called it Bmlimavartu; i but ‘when 
they advanced fui'ther east, they acknowledged a wider region 
— Aryavdftdi ultimately they passed these limits altogether, 
extending to Bihar, Bengal, and Western Assam, till, having 
reached the months of the Ganges they sent expeditions to 
Orissa, to Burma, to Ceylon (Selaon; [S.] LanM^, and even 
to Java, where their co-sharing (landlord) villages long re- 
mained in evidence. Even among the ‘ Brahmanic ’ tribes, 
caste prohibitions utterly failed either to prevent a rival religion 
to the Brahmanic, in the form of Buddhism and its modification 
Jainism, or to keep the Aryan tribes from forming regular (or 
irregular) marriages with the people, whether aboriginal or other 
immigrant races. The Aryan ‘high-caste’ people remained 
everywhere as a dominant race, establishing kingdoms and 
local lordships, and giving rise to many village estates of a 
landlord character, as we shall afterwards see. Here we pass 
on to another question. 

(2) The N'umhers of the Aryan Tribes and their Relations 
with the Rxisting Races 

The idea, as regards Upper India generally, that the Aryan 
races came in a vast swarm, and that they met with some 
unimportant, if occasionally numerous, savage races — black, 
snub-nosed, and illiterate, who after some more or less bloody 
resistance fled northward to the Plimalayan or southward to 
the Vindhyan ranges, or to the security of the plateaux of South- 
western Bengal and Orissa, and left the Gangetic plain to be 
mainly peopled and cultivated by the rank and file of the Aryan 

a 
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clansmen, under the domination of their own princes and 
priests— such an idea is probably no longer entertained, as it 
one© was, even by the least enterprising of readers. The 
inferences which must almost inevitably be drawn from a 
number of facts show that the existing population was by no 
means scanty, though it was probably localised, and settlements 
were separated by great stretches of uninhabited forest. Some 
of the tribes, too, were of a somewhat barbarous type, small of 
stature and black in colour, while others must certainly have 
been agriculturists and much more advanced. Indeed, the 
literary allusions to the subject are really consistent with this 
view, making due allowance for the contempt which Brahmanic 
writers would feel for the non-Aryan people in general. While 
swarthy and uncouth tribes might be met with in the hill 
country and its confines, the superior agricultural tribes would 
have been found in the most fertile and level places in the 
vicinity of rivers, and would often be isolated. It would not be 
difficult to collect examples of cases where cultivation and the 
appliances of ancient civilisation have existed within an hour’s 
journey of the wilderness. In the ancient kingdom of M’agadha 
(the modern Gaya district in Bengal), with all its importance, 
and a suzerainty extending far and wide, we have reason to 
believe that in the third century me. the country immediately 
to the south, and beginning only a few miles beyond the great 
Buddhist city of Gaya, was a dense forest only scantily inhabited 
by nomad tribes.^ 

It is hardly possible to suppose that the Aryan armies 

^ See the admirable monograph called Notes on the Gay Ft District 
by G. Grierson, B.C.S. (Calcutta, 1893), px>. 3, 4. The whole subject is 
also wen illustrated by Mr. E. E. Pargiter’s careful paper on the Geo- 
gTax)liy of the Eamayanfi {J. B. A, S. April 1894, p, 231). Here we have 
the account of the wanderings of an exile prince, who is driven by the loss 
of his wife — abducted by a demon enemy — to the very southernmost parts 
of India. The account, though highly poetical and legendary, is based, it 
would seem, on at least a substantial amount of geographical fact. And 
we find, besides the mention of non- Aryan kingdoms near the Jamna, the 
mention of the vast tracts of forest beyond the Vindhya. The plan of the 
poem would not admit of any specific notice of the southern (Pandya) 
kingdom ; but incidental mention is made of the fine architecture and 
good government of -Ceylon, 
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could have been supported, and cities built, unless there were 
locally well-established civilisation, and people able to serve 
and aid the ruling race ; and the I)ra vidian s of Upper India, 
were certainly builders and also acquainted with the structure 
of ' tanks ' for irrigation. 

It is true that the Vedic literature suggests, at any rate on a 
cursory view of it, that the chief opponents of the Aryans were 
the clasyil, or ' enemies/ who are described in contemptiious 
and unprepossessing terms. It is often , however, forgotten that 
the Vedas only refer to the earliest stages of Aryan advance, 
locally speaking, and even the later Atliarvan Veda only sees 
them at the Ganges.^ We have also to make large allowance 
in such poetic literature for much imaginative exaggeration, 
and for a bardic licence that confused together in one detested 
mass enemies of very different kinds. All that is probable is 
that some of the characteristics which excited so much abusive 
eloquence may be true of the races first met with. And as we 
know how widely the primitive races of the same stock were 
extended, it is likely enough that these characteristics were 
suflSiciently prominent. Thus it may easily he supposed that the 
enemies met with in the hills, and possibly elsewhere, were of 
smaller stature than the Aryan and Northern tribes. It is also 
more than probable that longer residence in India would have 
made them generally blacker than the more recently arrived 
Northerners.'^ The hill-people, I)om, and the lower orders of 
Khasd for instance, were almost certainly of this character ; and 
we notice the same again among the Bhll tribes of Malwa. 

And one other feature appears really genei’al among the 
primitive races. The Uravidians, or at least the Northern 
groups of them, whom some would separate ethnically, were 
more or less flat-nosed : this is evidently the trait indicated by 
the V edic epithet ands^c, and this feature is traceable among 
tlieir descendaints to this day.*^ 

^ See Lassen, i. 644, 870-72. ^ See Zinmier, p. 113. 

^ Mr. Eisicy, The Tribes and Castes of Bengal, voL i. (Ethiiograpliic 
Glossary and Introductory Essay), remarks : ‘ If we take a series of castes 
in Bengal, Bihrir, and the North-West Provinces and arrange them in the 
order of the average nasal, index, so that the caste with the finest nose 
shall be at the top, and that with the coarsest at the bottom, it will be 
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But it Tby no means follows that even in Veclic times all tLe 
people met with were indiscriminately tlasyu. In one place these 
latter are expressly mentioned separately from the race called 
Qimyfi ; ^ we hear also of the Kilmta^ of the Qamham (who had 
forts), and of the Nkliada? These are all non-Aryan tribes. 
Others might be mentioned, but they are not undisputed. Then 
there are allusions to the ^ serpent ’ races, some of whom were 
Northerners, who could not have answered to the description 
of the swarthy dchsiju. That some of these tribes were wealthy 
there can be no doubt. M. V. de St. Martin calls attention 
to at least one place where the ^gold ornaments and ricli 
jewels’ of the enemy are mentioned.® And in the epics the 
wealth of non-Aryan tribes is frequently instanced. 

We may therefore accept it as established by a number of 
separate considerations, the cumulative weight of which is con- 
siderable, that the Aryans were numerous enough to be rulers 
and to have armies, but not more ; that the indigenous people 
were pai'tly barbarous and partly not ; that they were localised, 
and that the existing settlements occupied the best parts of the 
country, leaving great stretches of forest and of hilly jungle-clad 
country either waste or inhabited only by nomad tribes. The 
case has been well summed up by Sir W. Hunter when, speaking 
of certain features of the later Aryan conquest of Oiussa, he 
says that the history ‘ unfolds the Aryan colonisation of India 
in a new and rational light. It discloses no trace of the 
universal and absolute conquest by which the primitive Aryan 

found that the order substantially corresponds with the accepted order of 
social precedence.’ And he goes on to instance as grades in a scale the 
relics of early tribes lilie the Mundfl^ Ho, &c., who are non-Aryan, and 
the higher mixed races like the Knrml (or Kunhl), and then the trading 
KhatrJ and higher castes. ‘ Thus,’ he continues, ^ it is scarcely a paradox 
to lay down as a law of caste organisation in Eastern India that a man’s 
social status varies in inverse ratio to the width of his nose.’ This, it 
will be remarked, applies to Upper India. 

^ Egveda, 1. 100. 18. See Zimmer, pp. 118, 143. 

" Zimmer, |)p. 31, 143. See G. Oppert, pp. 578, 579. In Puranic 
writings the term NisMda is applied to non- Aryans generally. In the 
Ramayana there is a king of the Nishada, mentioned by name, and 
he has a fleet of boats and an army {/. B. A. 8. App. 94, p. 257). 

6tude suT la Geographie, &e., p. 108 ; and again in Rgveda, 3. 
34. 9 ; Zimmer, pp. 50, 116 ; G. Oppert, pp. 12, 13. 
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settlers in Northern Hindustan are assumed to have subdued 
the whole continent to their sway. On the contrary, it dissipates 
the mist which has toned down the multiform migrations into a 
homogeneous advance ; and exhibits the natural compromises by 
which a small but gifted people ejSected their entrance among 
vastly more numerous races, sometimes, indeed, by force of arms, 
but generally by an amalgamation which the vanity of later ages 
has more or less disguised.' ^ 

This general conclusion is curiously illustrated by one 
circumstance which has not, perhaps, received the notice it 
deserves. If it were really the case that the Aryan tribes over- | 
whelmed and practically supplanted the original population, how | 
*is it that at the period when the Greek and later geographers I 
began to gatlier their evidence about India we do not find a I 
much greater uniformity of population and territorial rule than, i 
commencing with Megasthenes and the Macedonian period, we 
actually do find ? ^ The geographers all speak of India as a , 
series of separate countries and of separately named peoples ; 
and this is the more remarkable because we find some of them J 
imagining that the Indian people never received any foreign i 
immigration.^ And it is not merely a question of different 
states or djuiasties, for that the familiar organisation of 
limited Hindu kingdoms would lead us to expect ; but entirely 
different tribes and people are named. Some of the names are 
still identifiable ; some very doubtfully so ; others resist all 
attempts at explanation.'^ When we come down to the journals 

^ Orissa, i. 242. The particular advance in question, though ancient, 
occurred long after the first Aryan arrival in India, and only by the 
time that Aryan princes had reached Eastern Bengal and the Ganges 
mouths. 

^ And see also pp. 104-5, where allusion is made to the Brahmanie 
account. 

For example, Megasthenes says: ‘It is said that India, being of f 
enormous size, when taken as a whole, is peopled by races both numerous i 
and diverse, of w'hieh not even one was originally of foreign descent, but 
all were evidently indigenous ; and, moreover, that India neither received ; 
a colony from abroad nor sent out a colony to any other nation.’ 1 
— McCrindle, Ancient India : Megasthenes and Arrian, p. 35. 

This is hardly to be wondered at when we recollect that the name 
had first to be ‘ translated ’ into Greek writing hy hearers who probably 
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of Hwen Thsang in the seventh century, it is the same ; 
indeed, this writer furnishes us with still more distinct notices of 
the variety of peoples and languages. 

If we turn to the older Sanslmt writers, to the Laws of 
Mmm for instance, we find (in the tenth chapter) a whole passage 
devoted to ^ mixed' — Le. partly or wholly non-xiryan — races. 
Among them figure the people of Mithild ond MagadJul; and, 
according to the usual Brahmanic mode, the author also treats 
as Kslmtriiia who have lost caste, the Odra (of Orissa), the 
Bnivim (people of the South), the Kcimhhojd^ Yavanf Pdrwhy^ 
Pahlavf and Qalcd (or Scythian), Gmd, Kir (ltd, Ba-rndd, and 
lllmsd} A number of these are admittedly mixed rao*es ; others 
are foreign races strong enough to have established local 
kingdoms, and to have made themselves more or less respected 
by adopting Hindu caste and religious customs. Such a w’-ork 
could hardly, perliaps, be expected to make any mention of the 
‘lower orders'; but there is no doubt that in many parts of 
Upper India the great mass of the humbler classes, though 
Hinduised, are of clriefl^y non- Aryan derivation. It is, in fact, 
exactly consistent with this view of a general fusion of races, 
which left only the ruling castes (besides Brahmans) fairly pore, 
that the existing distinction between high and low castes and 
j;, outcastes is what it is everywhere observed to be. It should be 
I borne in mind that besides the confessedly mixed or aboriginal 
i but converted races received into caste and called Cildra, there 
I are a number of doubtful castes of good physique and su}>erior 
' character. Such, for instance, are the BhuluJidr or PdhJuvn, 
who gained possessions in ^Azimgarh and the districts of 

had little acqnamtance with the native dialects, and did not catch the 
correct sound, nor render it scientifically into Greek. Then, too, we have 
to allow for the mistakes of copyists, and for the still further changes 
that would creep in, as the old works were quoted by the later writers, in 
whose books they alone smwive. Eor a good specimen of the trihal lists, 
see McCrindle’s Megasthenes and Arrianj p. 129 ff, or his Ptolemy for a 
later list, second century a.d. 

^ See Manu, chap. x. verse 44. There are some variations in the text 
as to these names : Biihler reads Coda instead of Odra, e.g. Verses 42 
69, and 72 are especially noteworthy. Verse 72 relates to a possible 
rise in rank of the mixed offspring after many generations. Of. also 
chap. ix. verses 23, 24, 149. 
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Bihar adjoining the eastern end of the North-West Provinces, 
and there formed a rather numerous caste, with a sort of inferior 
Eajput rank. Some loelieve in a Brahman origin for them,* 
The Eajput clans have at all times permitted alliances, if not 
regular marriages, with women of other races ; and the families 
resulting have sometimes formed separate castes. Colonel Tod 
mentions a class called GoU or Ddscl in Eajputana, originating 
in this way.^ In Naipal the late Mr. Brian Hodgson has given 
an interesting account of the formation of a caste — with Kshatriya 
privileges — from the union of Brahmans with indigenous women.^ 
Some of these mixed races are of superior pretensions, and would * 
not consent to rank as (JildrdJ If other instances of superior ! 
but evidently mixed races are needed, I may i^efer to the 
Western Himalayan States, where races like the Thal'Jcar tmd 
BiUhl are well known, and many of them are of distinctly good 
physique ; they are certainly mixed races of Tibetan origin with 
a strain of Aryan blood. To these I may add the caste called 
Eanei. The Girth (or Ghirath) are probably more largely 
aboriginal."' 

^ A good account of the BdhJmn will be found in Eisley’s T, and C* 
of Bengal, L 2S 

- Tod, i. 159-160, Malcolm iMe7noirs of Ce^itml India, ii. 126) 
mentions a class called Sondi of the same kind. It is hardly neces* | 
sary to recall tlie fact that in ancient literature and traditions we have ! 
repeated allusions to patidarehal sages and others who married daughters | 
•of non-Aryan race. And where concubinage was so general, mixed f 
families would everywhere be numerous. j 

^ Essays on the Language, do,, of Naipdl (London: Trilbner, 1874,) 
part ii. p. 37 ff. 

^ See the remarks in Elliott's Glossary, i. 167 ff. 

It is curious that in general, where there is a considerable preponder- | 
ance of the aboriginal or non- Aryan strain, the caste is an agricultural | 
one. For a good account of the Himalayan races, see Ibbetson’s ! 
Panjah Ethnograjphy, §§ 458, 487 ; and regarding the Gwth, § 489. The 
Khasiojd form a considerable part of the Kumaon population. In the 
Kangra Hills the Kanet are numerous, and they are in two divisions, one 
called A/ia6‘%<'7 and the other Bdo, Ibbetson (Panjdb Ethnography, § 488, 
quoting Lyall on Kulu) says that the division is traditionally ascribed to 
,a former Eaja of Kulu, wdio desired to make the people more attentive to 
Hindu religious observances. The Khasiyil obeyed and received the j aneo, 
or sacred string. Brahmans who gathered round the Baja's Com-t were 
always striving to make the HBl people more orthodox Hindus and less 
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111 a widely different part of the country the Ndyar caste of 
the West Coast affords another example of a superior mixed race. 
They are partly Dravidian, but with perhaps a considerable 
infusion of Northern — possibly Aryan— blood. At any rate, the 
mixture must now be considerable on account of the tribal 
custom of taking temporary Brahman husbands for their female 
relatives, and giving the inheritance to the sister’s son. These 
proud caste-men are reckoned in Brahmanical books as Cu.dm, 
yet no caste has greater pretensions to rank and ceremonial 
purity.^ 

All indications that can be gathered from the present ethnical 
data of the provinces, as well as all that can be gained from 
local traditions, combine to convince ns that the Aryan (and 
perhaps other later Northern) races have left ns an upper stratum 
of originally very superior quality — families of good physique, 
of lighter colour and with a genius for military organisation 
and for some of the arts ; while their priestly families had a taste 
for the most refined philosophic speculation, as well as for 
religious contemplation. They originated, in fact, a religion 
which, including every kind of worship and esoteric doctrine 
in a hundred schools and sects, is more a social system made a 
matter of religious import by means of its ceremonial connection 
than anything else ; and this was eageidy accepted, as it improved 
the social position without hindering local cults and the worship 
of favourite divinities. From this limited refining element also 
arose a not inconsiderable number of races, mixed indeed, but 
still distinctly superior ; and then we have the great mass of the 
agricultural and farm -labouring population, that becomes more 
and more connected with the ^ aboriginal ’ races the further we 
descend in the social scale. 

The importance of this from the point of view of the student 
of land-customs is that it comports with the facts of the land 
tenure in general — namely, that whatever customs regarding 

devoted to the local divinities. The lower division resisted these efforts 
■ to a much greater extent. 

1 Thus Dr. Day {Cochin : Its Fast and Present, p, 816) says : ‘ Should 
a Cliogan or a MaJcnd or one of the low^er caste dare to pollute a Nair 
{Nay an) by approaching nearer than the prescribed distance, he was 
formerly at liberty to cut him down.’ Cf. Lassen, iv. 270. 
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land are of Aryan origin, they are the customs of a conquering 
race, or at least of a race which took the superior position in 
everything. The tenui'es that arose from their State arrange- 
ments and their locations of Chiefs — whether they now appear 
as larger landlord estates or as co-shared villages — were ail 
essentially overlord, or at least landlord, tenures. That is quite 
true in spite of the fact that some ‘Aryan’ clans x^emained 
’without any aristocratic pretensions, or developing any system 
of Eaja or other titled chiefs, and that they formed land-holding 
communities based on a peculiar method of equal-sharing. The 
equality was among themselves only ; they would consider them- : 
selves altogether superior to their tenants, or to the lower castes ; 
generally. | 

(3) Present State of hiferlor limes 

It remains only to. add a few words regarding the present 
state of various tribes or races which may be such as to suggest 
erroneous conclusions regarding their former history. We have 
to bear in rniiid the fact that paucity of nurnher, present poverty, 
and often social depression in rank, afford no ground for positive 
inference regarding the original status and importance of the 
i^aces, or as to the degTee of prosperity and mateinal civilisation 
that they had anciently attained, under wholly different circum- 
stances. Especially is it necessary to bear in mind the effect of 
the inti’oduction of caste rules, and the artiiicial constitution of 
society in grades. Nothing is more striking than the way in 
which we again and again come across traces of former im- 
portance among races now only found in scattered families, or 
pei^iaps still numerous but in the lowest grades of the caste 
or social scale. Low-caste people will be found in some cases 
to retain certain curious privileges, which can only be accounted 
for on the supposition that once a higher rank was held. ^ In 
one country we hear of high-caste Hindu princes receiving the 
UlaJi; or mark of investiture, from Blid or MlnCi trihesmen} 

' Bee G. Oppert, pp. 53, 73, and the excellect remarks quoted from 
AYalhouse {Indian Antiqtia/ry), iii. 191, in a note at p. 84. 

® As to the Bhll, see Imqyerial Gazetteer ^ ii. 387; and see Bdjpu- 
Umd Gazetteer j i. 73. The a tribe having as many as 146 qot or 

septs, though now in a reduced condition, are spoken of as the ‘ hereditary 
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Wlien once it became a mark of respectability to be in ^ Hindu ’ 
caste, the highest families, as we so constantly find, would 
employ Brahman family-priests and become strict observers of 
caste rules. Their ruling chiefs take Hindu names, and in time, 
their real origin being long forgotten, they are received into 
^ Rajput ' rank, and after a few generations they are allowed to 
marry into the best houses.^ Mythical heroic ancestors are easily 
provided for them by Court bards ; and everything is traced back 
to some Hindu deity, or some miraculous occurrence in Puraiiic 
books. The mass of the peaceable agricultural people, on the 
other hand, received Brahmanic teaching, and found in the end- 
less gradations of even the foimth caste, a position sufficiently 
high above the equally endless divisions of low-caste or no-caste 
beneath them to satisfy their aspirations. The defeated races, 
the irreconcilables, and those (perhaps hill) tribes who had not 
reached the same stage of elementary culture as the plain dwellers, 
did not share in the rise : they took refuge in the woods and the 
remoter ranges of hills, and the circumstances of such a life 
would not only prevent any more civilised development, but 
would rapidly establish nomadic and perhaps predatory habits 
as well as the deterioration of physique and the loss of any ideas 
of settled life that may once have been possessed. 

If the real characteristics of some of the * aboriginal ’ races 
are examined, it will often be found that they are by no means 

guards of the States’ Chief,’ and ^ on every succession a Mma performs 
the ceremony of investiture.’ The author adds that the same custoixi 
prevails in several other parts of India. It was a JBh7l who invested 
GoM, founder of the GaMdt Eajputs, with a tilah made by the 
blood of a young Blul tribesman (Tod, i. 184). This custom is still 
observed, and the persistence of it is all the more remarkable that the 
touch of Blbll blood is defilement to the Hindu Rajil, and on the other 
hand the BTiU tradition is that the person from whose arm the drop of 
blood is taken is likely to die within the year, 

^ Of. Introduction to Central Provinces Gazetteer ^ p. Ixvii, for some 
excellent remarks from a competent witness. The Ohutiya-Nagpur Eujfts 
alluded to are, however, not Mtincld but of the TJraon (Dravidian) stock : 
this makes no difference to the general argument. We sometimes hear 
of princes placing themselves ceremonially imide cows made of brass — in 
one case, if I remember rightly, of gold, which was afterwards cut up 
and given to the Brahmans. By going through this form they indicate 
their new birth into Hinduism, 
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so despicable. I shall only here mention the case of the EhwMl 
tribe, whose customs will attract our attention hereafter, and 
who represent a primitive tribe, but one whose ^barbarous’ 
character was almost solely inferred from their retention of 
peznodical human sacrifices. The Bhil, again, though driven to 
the hills, and for generations treated by their neighbours as out- 
laws,^ have shown vei*y valuable material in their nature ; and 
the efforts made b^" Sir J. Outram and others for their reclama- 
tion have had a good measure of success. Many other out- 
caste people, when once freed from oppression and placed under 
good government, have shown themselves in a very satisfactory 
light.^ This fact must not be forgotten ; nor can the relative 
civilisation of all races be denied because of some undoubted 
instances where the scattered remnant is so decidedly ' barbarous ’ 
that we are obliged to infer either that they never rose above 
the nomadic stage, or that exceptionally unfavourable circum- 
stances have hastened their decadence to a condition below the 
normal. 

When, therefore, authors casually attach the epithet ^ bar- I 
barons ’ or ‘ uncivilised ’ to the older races, we may treat their | 
language as chiefly conventional, and seldom resting on any I 
basis of ascertained fact or even probability. At any rate, we 
may be on our guard against looking at everything through 
Aryan or Brahmanic spectacles. The intellectual superiority of 
this race gave them, so to speak, the entire command of litera- 
ture ; so that almost everything that has passed into written 
form has been cast in an Aryan mould. For real history the 
Brahmanic writers never oared anything : early events and 
family origins invariably assume a mythic guise, and everything 
about non-Aryan races is either omitted or only noticed to 
glorify the conquest of the ^ twice born ’ over the ^ demons ^ and 
^ barbarians.’ It is then only by a careful comparative study, 
by regarding the relics of original speech in the local dialects, 
by comparing ethnological data and local customs, and by co- 
ordinating local legends and traditions, that we can derive any 

^ The cruelty with which both Muhammadan and Maratha Governors 
treated the BJul tribes may be seen in Forbes’s Bfis Mfdd^ and in 
Malcolm’s Gen.tr al India* 

^ See, for instance, G. Oppert, p. 75. 
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reasonable knowledge of the past. But with these aids it is 
possible to form conclusions which are probable, and even to 
extract some reliable elements out of the old Piiraiiic and bardic 
fables in which gods and men, real events and impossible fictions, 
are mixed together in picturesque confusion. 

It seems to me that just as in literature, so in discussing the 
origins of land-tenure there is a natural but unfortunate ten- 
dency to allow certain tribes or races to become so prominent as 
to exclude all care for any others. In literature it was very 
natural that the Aryans, with their polished Sanskrit language, 
their epic and dramatic poetry, their elaborate philosophy and 
their curiously intertwined legal, religious, and social ideas, 
should have been the most extensively studied. The tendency 
was doubtless favoured by the belief that the Aryans really had 
reduced or annihilated all other races, and formed the bulk of 
the existing population ; and indeed this belief in its turn was 
largely due to the prominent position occupied by their litera- 
ture.^ The one has reacted on the other. It is now time to 
turn to Western and Southern India, and to the local traditions 
of non-Aryan races in India generally. The literature and folk- 
lore of the South naturally offer the greatest promise ; and we 
may come to find that the Aryans owe much more than we 
have hitherto supposed to the indigenous races. At any rate, in- 
creased light will be thrown on the remarkable conditions under 
which the original Vedic religion exhibited such a kaleidosco|)ic 
transformation into that of the Purana. Nor is it only the 
southern and western regions of India that have to be studied ; 
the tribes of Assam and North-eastern Bengal have some institu- 
tions not unworthy of investigation;- and the people we call 

^ The tendency has always been marked to discover a Scmsh'U deriva- 
tion or meaning for everythdug. A familiar instance is in the Indian 
names of certain valuable products wliicli occur in the Books of Kings 
and Chronicles. In the time of Solomon, circ. 1000 b.c., there is very 
little reason to suppose that Sanslorit words were mueli, if at aU, in use in 
the south and on the western coast. Dr. G. Oppert has shown that 
DramMan words are really the more probable originals. In Mr. J. A, 
Baines’s Census Keport of 1891, Pari Blue Boole, there are some excellent 
remarks on this subject, p. 126. 

We have only very slight acquaintance with details of agriculture 
and village life among the Gdro, Khasiya, and other hill tribes of Assam 
and the north-east frontier. 





ETHNOGEAPHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 


93 


Kolaridn also, tliongli the distinctive traces of them are fast 
disappearing. 

One consequence of the almost exclusive attention to the 
Aryan element is that the landlord and other higher caste 
proprietary- tenures have attracted attention to the almost total 
exclusion of others. Hence ‘ the village community ’ — meaning 
the jointly-owned village, i.e. one specialised form of village 
land-holding — has come to be spoken of as if it were the sole 
phenomenon of Indian agricultural life, and from that x^osi- 
tioii it is almost inevitable to slide into the conclusion that 
this village-form must necessarily be x^rimitive and universal. 
Whatever the truth on this subject may be, it is my hope that 
the considerations advanced in these pages as to the distribution 
of the different land-holding tribes and communities may lielj) 
us to follow more easily the evidence that will be collected in 
the sequel as to the origin and growth of the existing village 
forms. 

Section II. — The Population of Upper India 
(1) The Pa'ivjdh 

At the present day the Panjab contains a variety of races, 
sometimes distinct in language, but oftener siieaking various 
dialects of Panjabi ’ and Hindi. The hill districts, the sub-mon- 
tane districts, the Salt Range country, the central x^lfs^in®) the 
south country of Multan, and the south-eastern districts beyond 
the Sutlej, are ail distinguishable by their people and forms of 
sxieech. In general a Panjab Census Table shows the names of 
many castes and clan>s not found further east, and some that go as 
far as the Ganges Doab ; wdiile the Rajputs (Military Aryan caste) 
are comx^ai'atively few and localised, and belong to later times. 
Whatever early Aryans stayed in the Paujab must have fused 
completely with the poxiulation, leaving at best some faint 
traces.^ The Panjab bore the full brunt of the so-called Indo- 

It is true the Panjfibi is classed as ‘ Sanskritic ’ ; hut the Sanskrit 
element is not necessarily due to the earliest xAryans, if any number of them 
settled there, which is doubtful. On the frontier Pashtu is spoken, and 
lower down on the west, Biluehi. Beyond the Sutlej and in the south- 
east the dialects are more completely ‘ Hindi.’ 
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ScytMc irruptions, and was naturally afterwards miicli affected by 
tiie Pathan and Mnglial conquests ; indeed, Moslem tribes settled 
on tlie north-western frontier present us with an almost unique 
example of tribal customs of land-holding, which will occupy a 
large share of our subsequent attention. 

The population of the hill countiy must not detain us. The 
upper classes are of later Aryan (Eajput) origin ; and the bulk of 
the agriculturist tribes are mixed races, Khasiyd, Kanet^ GhinHliy 
&c., on which some observations have been made in the 
last section. 

As to the original elements of the agricultural population of 
the Plains or Panjab Proper, where the joint or co-shared village, 
both tribal and of individual origin, is so universal, we have 
definite evidence as to certain tribes met with at the time of 
Alexander’s invasion, 327 B.c. And there is also proof of other 
northern incursions later than the Aryan ; one, at any rate, of con- 
siderable importance before the Macedonian adventure, and one 
at least after it — in the two centuries immediately preceding the 
Christian era. 

The climate and soil of the Panjab plains are such that no 
very large or generally extended population could have maintained 
itself, except in a few’ districts where the rainfall is greater, or 
along the banks of the rivers. Any great extension of the 
inhabited area must have been accompanied by the invention of 
canals for irrigation, and by the use of wells, with some means 
, of raising the water. ^ 

Alexander found some apparently non-xYryan tribes in 
the Panjab ; and especially in the north, one race who wor- 
shipped the Sun and the Serpent, Of races wdth an evidently 
Aryan connection, there is only the tribe led by Porus. 

A paii: of the population in Macedonian times seems to have 
already been so long established that General Cunningham was 
led to the conclusion that it was also pre-Aryan.^ For serpent- 

^ In the Central Panjab and some distance north, south, and east as 
far as the Butlej, the ‘ Persian-wheel ’ is used. This appears to be a foreign 
introduction, but I cannot suggest a possible date for its becoming known. 

® See the question stated in Arch. Si(>rvey of Indda^ 1862-5, 
ii. d Lassen also held the same opinion (i, 128). ‘ The Panjab,* he 
says, * as a country divided into separate states, appears equally in the 
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worshippers, as described by the Greeks, are also mentioned in the 
Veda; where we find them as hostile to, or at least outside the 
pale of, the Aryan tribesd In Egveda, 5. 31. 4, to quote a single 
instance, tliere is mention made of a tribe ^ strengthened to smite 
down the snakes {aliijj Later on, we find many allusions to the 

The serpent-worshipping tribe which Alexander's historians 
allude to was the TaM^ who had their capital at Taxila (TaMsMla^ 
or in Sanskrit TaJzslulgilay^ which is now proved to have been in 

hldest Indian tradition and in the earliest competent descriptions of 
Western historians. Alexander found small kingdoms under their own 
princes in the north-west portion ; and in the south-easterly parts free 
tribes with an almost republican constitution.’ 

^ Bep. Arch. Survey, ii. 9. 

" ‘ They [the Nagfi] held a very prominent position in Indian folklore, 
where they generally appear in human shape ; and ancient writings 
abound with allusions to them as a people. But in the allegorical de- 
scriptions of later writers they become supernatural beings or actual 
serpents. . . See the whole article on ‘ Serpent Worship in India ’ by 
Surgeon-Major 0. E. Oldham, J. B. A. S, July 1891. 

There can be hardly any doubt that * serpent worship ’ is connected 
with the North, though it spread over the whole of India in the course of 
time. It became associated with Buddhism, as most of the serpent- 
worshipping tribes of the North adopted that religion ; and sculptured 
images of Buddha are often found representing the saint seated under a 
serpent with his hood expanded like a canopy. Even in the South, it is 
remarkable that snake- worship is most traceable where Jaina religious 
relics remain (Jainism being only a modified offshoot of Buddhism). 
^Vhatever may be its real origin, snake -worship is found in various parts 
of India. It was carried by the Taking into Burma (Phayre^s History 
of Burma, pp. *21, 22, 33). As to its existence in Madras, see Macleane, 
EtTmol. p. 82, and Sturrock, South Ganara D. M, i. 84, 140, And in 
the Central Provinces, see the curious account (fiom personal testi- 
mony by Mr. Hewitt) of the solemn and secret worship of the serpent 
(Journ, SoG. Arts, May 1887, p. 618), and see J. B. A, S. xx. part 3, 
339. A curious notice of a temple with no idol in it but a snake-image, 
in one of the Chattisgarh districts is given in the Central Brovinees 
Gazetteer, Introduction, p. Ixv. As usual, the Puranie Hindu religion 
adopted the Ndgd deity, and the Nfig^pcmcami is now a regular and very 
popular Hindu festival (Monier WilHams’s Beligious Life in India^ pp. 
323, 340, 

- ^ Sm Bep. Arch. Sur. ii. 10, It is often stated that Tahshalca in 
Sanskrit means a snake ( = Nagd). The word has no such meaning. I 
regret to have fallen into this error in my Land Systems of British 
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He modem Eawalpindi district. They were then a 
!«1 ^w.rf«l P«»pl»- rheiv chief city is desenbea as the fet 
S*/the ilL heLen the Mas and the Jihlam overs and as 
rf great wealth > We hear of them also m bnuM 
lE stme race is me.tioned in history as late as A.D 900. when 
was a province of the Kashmir 
and relics of them still exist in the Gnjiut district o ic 
and in the outer hills of the -Jamu territory— localities whic _ 
wAuld he most natm-cally. at one time, included in a territory o 
wtoh the capital was ’ in the modern BEwalpindl district. 
Their non-Aryan customs of worshipping the A«f/a and miioiis 
oto snahe i^ds. KiiHer,, fc, as wdl as 

detailed by Dr. Oldham in the article already lefcried to. y 

the written rS^ 

books and known as tlie Lcmuh or Tahn. ^ , , , ,-i 

cognate with the ifiipari character, it shows eit er a y 
Stint it from aniient Arym, connection, or, more pinhaHy 

that the hdoi- literary Sanskrit character developed onto a ru er 

“ rlom, other r^ee in the Panjah, now rnnall and 

. Jid, who am also helped » 

Snell are tbe Bond^ SadeWt^ Med^ and SaU , 

their orio-in is too uncei-tain to permit further notice. 

When we try to discover what tribes, if any, the j: ryan m 
sionIseSbrought, we are at a loss to discover any distinct trace ; 
this would indeed be a natural result if the 
remained undeveloped as to their caste ideas. . ■ y * ‘i 

r sTv-w ii 612 Probably the Sanskiit is a mere Irnguistie 

to of Tk, Tahl, or Tukhua; and it is purely an accident that theie is 

a Sanskrit word tdfcto, which means ‘ cutter or clea\ei. 

1 See MoCrindle’s Ptolemy, pp. 118. 119. 

I -Idence see Bey. ArcK Sur^ n. 10, wtoe 

GeneS Cmningbam speaks of 

belief that all was once peeked mth A t; ^ ^ unportant 

ohle information in Blliott s GlossetTy, • ■ • x-v., ,i.x 

fu torthatin some ancient Tibetan (trilingual) records late^ di»- 

rded 2a held to be of great 

in the list of the Nnga Idngs. See J.B. A. 8. Jamiaiy . , P- 

* Bey. Arch. Sw. n. 9. 
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fused with and improved some of the existing Panjab castes 
wiiose origin is now unknown. The Hindu tradition based on 
Vedic allusions, is that the Yadava (sons of Yadu) occupied Sindh, 
and the Anava (sons of Ann) settled in the Panjab. ^ The former 
tradition is no doubt confirmed as regards Sindh and Western 
India, but the latter is doubtful. Puranic tradition, however, 
suggests some early return of Yadava (Bhati) chiefs from Sindh, 
and some other settlements in the Northern Panjab and in the 
Jfdandhar Doiib,'^ It would seem that even in Alexanders time 
such a reflex movement had already begun, and that an Aryan 
prince with his followers, returning from the East country, had 
formed a petty kingdom in the North-western Panjab; for 
^ Porus ’ is a name which it seems most natural to connect with 
^ or one of the race of Puru, a clan which we first hear 

of settled near the Jamna. 

The Panjab, however, owes a great deal, from an ethno- 
graphical point of view, to the Northern or ‘ Indo-Scythian ’ 
incursions already mentioned. The invasion of circa 515 B.O., 
in the time of Darius Hystaspes, was the important one which, 
according to Cunningham brought the tribes of Kdthl (Kathasi of 
the Greek writers), the Ghalm‘ (still found in the North-western 
Panjab), as well as the JBdld, It is also quite possible that some of 
the Jed races may have come in with an earlier (pre-Macedonian) 
invasion, although the bulk of their settlements are attributed 
rather to the later incursions — connected with the names of 


^ It is clear that General Cunningham’s suggestion about the existing 
Awan clans as possibly representing the Anavil is difficult to accept. See 
Thomson, Jihlani S. B, 1883, p. 29 ; D. Ibbetson, Ethnography of the 
Pamjdhi § 454. It has been also suggested that the Janjhud or Jhanjud 
(the speHing is uncertain) are Yiidus. But this also is hardly tenable. They 
are Rajputs no doubt, but claim to be of the BdMor clan from Mewar. 
For some details as to the Puranic stories see Bep. ArcK Sur, ii. 14-16, 20 ; 
and see farther p. 129, post, 

^ It may be asked how, if the Panjab was ‘ impure,’ Aryan chiefs of 
high caste, and afterwards Brahmans, would settle there. But such a 
prohibition would become forgotten in the course of time : the Brahmans 
were great wanderers and everywhere sought to extend their influence, 
while soldiers of fortune would hardly seriously regard the existence of 
such a ceremonial obstacle. 
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KadpHses, Kanerki, and the rest. Tlie existence of such early 
Jat settlements is suggested by tke mention of Alexander’s 
meeting witli tribes whicb bad a government by councils of 
elders. Bnt it is quite possible that various early ‘ Scythic ’ 
races may have had similar characteristics d 

The KMiu have left their descendants, still Iiolding villages 
in the Panjab; and they extended to Upper Western India, 
where the province, now divided into a large number of petty 
cliiefsliips, called Kdt]udmn\ derives its name from them. 
They have now merged into the Kajput race generally, owing to 
long contact with the Aryan races from ilalwa and the neigh- 
bonrhood ; but their strilcingiy non- Aryan customs are described 
by Colonel Tod.^ They were numerous enough in Alexander’s 
time to resist the Joint armies of Porus and ‘ Abisares ’ — the latter 
being reasonably identified as the ruler of AhkiBdm. the then 
Ghakar dominion (modern Hazara district ) } This introduces the 
Ghahafy of whom it may be mentioned that they still hold a 
number of villages with much pride of origin, in the Northern 
Panjab.*^ 

In the Southern Panjab the Greek historians mention the 
Malli and Oxydraka^ (Sndrakm of Curtins), who also ap|)ear in the 
Mahabharata as the Kshnulmha — Mallam> (coupled together).’"' 
These tribes seem also connected with the northern invasions, 
since the Maiii, who had their capital at or near Alultan 


^ See Hiatorieal. Researches into the Folitics Sc. of the Frmci])al 
Nations of Antiquitij^ A. H. Heeren, vol. i. ‘The Persians ’ (translated iToin 
the German. Oxford : Talboys, 1833, p. 310). ‘ 3Vheii Alexander crossed 
the Chinfib (Acesiues) he fell in with other nations not living under 
princes but possessing a republican constitution. These Indian republics 
occurred in the country between the Acesines and Hyphasis (Cliinub and 
Bias Rivers) or on the east of the province of Lahore.’ The allusion, as 
the late Sir G. Campbell pointed out, was to the tribes, ■^\'it-h their ]}an- 
chayats or committees of elders, such as managed Jat communities till 
quite recent times, and are even now by no means extinct. 

® Tod, i. 101. Arch. Silt. ii. 35. 

^ There is a good resume of the GJiahar, or Gahkafi history in 
Hunter’s Indian Emqdre^ 3rd ed. p. 234 If. 

^ The Invasion of India hy Alexander (3IeCrmdle, p. 350, Appendix). 
The connection suggested of Kshudraka with Sudra {Citdra) is hardly 
admissible. 
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(Malldsthcma)^ were sun-worsliippers like tke Katki and the 
Bala.^ 

A large part of oiir present population is, however, connected 
with the Jat race, and on this some remarks must be made, 
leaving it an open question whether our Jat communities are in 
general pre-Macedonian, or whether they belong to the later 
invasions closer to the commencement of the Christian era. 

In the plains of the Panjab these races are numerous from 
the Indus to the south-eastern districts. Jats are found in Sindh 
and also in Gangetic India and Rajputana. They are now 
divided into very numerous clans, difierent in different parts of 
India. Their physical appearance and general characteristics 
are locally various ; ^ and the generic name varies from Jat in the 
Panjab to Jat in the South-eastern Panjab and the North-West 
Provinces. But although it may he said that the term ^ Jat ' 
has come rather to represent a heterogeneous class of agricul- 
turists than anything else, it can hardly he denied that there is 
a real nucleus of northern tribes of distinct origin. 

As far as it concerns us, for the purposes of this book, to ex- 1 
press any opinion as to what the Jats or Jats really are, so much 
maybe safely said : (o.) that the existing clans are often of mixed | 
oraltei^ed race ; that they have largely intermingled (in the long 'j 
course of time) with the Aryan races, and that there is no doubt f 
that the many g antes and clans are, on one side, of Rajput 
ancestry. Traditions about a clan springing from a Rajput who 
married a Jat wife, or of the ancestor being a Rajput who lost 
caste by eating with Jats, or adopting some custom contrary to 


^ Cunningham, Ancient Geography, 235, 237, and Bep, Arch. Sur. 
ii. 34. ‘ We know that both the Bald and the Kdthl of the present day 
pay special adoration to the sun, which was the chief deity of Multan 
from the earliest times down to the reign of Aurangzeb, by whose order 
the idol is said to have been destroyed.’ See also G. Oppert, pp. 78, 82, 
who refers to Sir H. M. Elliot’s Histary of India, i. 23, 27, 36, 82, 205, 
469. 

The names of the chief Panjab Jat clans do not appear much, if at 
all, in the literature of other provinces : the Central PanJab Jat differs 
much from the Sindhi Jat, and he again from the Jat of the South-eastern 
Panjilb and North West Provinces. On the general subject reference may 
be made to Tod, i. 92 ; Ibbetson, Ethnography of the Bcmjab, pp. 219 ff ; 
Bep, Arch. Bur, ii. 43 ff, and Beames’ ElUofs Glossary, i, 130. 

. .H'2 
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districts of the North-West Pi’ovinces contain iiiaiiT of tlieiii. 
So much so that one part of the Saharanpiir district was 
actually called Hliijrat ’ (during the last century.) Pieekoiilng 
up the clans or divisions known in different parts of the 
country, eighty-four names are given in JEIliofs 

To this notice of the later Jat and Gujar tribes it must be 
added that the frontier poiinlation has been reinforced by 
Patliaii and Biluclii tribes, of wdiich more speciffc notice viil he 
taken in the seqnel. There are, of course, a niindier of otlier 
tribes, like the Hc*ovn Khmrah &c., which are chiefly local, and 
the humbler but more ubicpiitous Aralv^ which it is difficult to 
classify under any head. Certain limited colonies of Mughal s, 
Afghrois, Pathans, &c., are due to the later 3Iuhammadan inva- 
sions, but as a rule the bulk of the Muhammadan agricultural 
tribes are converts. 

To summarise briefly the whole question, it may be said 
that, whatever eaidy Aryan clans may liave settled in the 
Panjab, they were ‘ non-Brahmanicalf and would not long 
have remained distinct. There were also local Aryan king- 
doms, and later settlements of Eajputs. The country “was also 
overrun by later Northern or Indo-Scythian tribes, and was 
afterwards directly affected both by the earlier and later ifoslein 
coiKinests. These considerations combine to explain why 
the strict Hindu element is comparatively slight in the 
Panjfib (beyond the towns), and that apart from the fact 
that so many clans became Muhammadan and others Sikh. 
Indeed, the very fact of such conversions shows how little any 
Bralimanical system had taken hold on the country at a ny early 
date. In the Panjab plains there are no ancient Bralimanical 
moniimeiitsd The Hindu law of the books is unknown, and to 
this day local customs of various kinds, sometimes quite 

^ Erahmanie temples of some antiquity may be found in tlie hill 
districts of the Himalaya and their vicinity, as, in Tv.ingni and 
Chambru But I am not aware that any are so old that they must be 
dated back to any Aryan settlements prior to those wliicli occurred when 
the Moslem conquest began to distiwb the Hindu kingdoms of the plains 
and drive the princes to the hills for refuge. There are some vestiges of 
traditionally micient Aryan families in the Kiingru Hills, as will be after- 
wards noted. 
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opposed to the later Hindu ideals, are in vogue. When I say 
that the Hindu law is not followed, I should perhaps except 
town families or others whose rank or dignity of caste suggests 
that they should acknowledge it at least nominally. Brahmans 
have now everywhere secured a certain amount of respect ; but 
where the Jat and other tribes may be called ‘ Hindu ’ it is 
chiefly with the meaning that they are not Sikh or Moslem. 

The foregoing remarks on the elements of the Panjab 
population are illustrated by the general data as tabulated in 
1881 by Mr. Ibhetson. The chief land-owning, tenant, and 
cultivating, classes are thus grouped — -per mille of the total 


population, including the Native States 

- 


1. Bilueh and Pathan tribes . 

56 


2. Jat ...... 

195 


3. Rajput ..... 

81 


4. Minor dominant tribes 

67 ■ 

( (includixii 
1 Gujar) 

5. Minor cultivating tribes 

6. Foreign races 

89 

21 



These six heads require a few words of explanation. No. 1 
consists of the Trans-Indus (Frontier) tribes. No. 2 includes 
Jats of all kinds, including those so called who are tenants in 
the districts where Rajput and other dominant castes ave land- 
owners. The Jats as village owners predominate in the Sikh 
States, in the South-eastern Panjab, and in parts of the central 
districts. In the sub-montane districts like Kangra and the 
North Panjab (Salt Range tract), Rajputs and the 'minor 
dominant tribes’ take the place of Jats. The Rathi and 
Tiiakkar of the Hill districts are classed with Rajputs, and the 
Kanet and Girth with the ' minor cultivating tribes.’ The head 
No. 4 includes the smaller local tribes with pretensions to 
rank, such as the Ghakar, Awan, Khattar of the Salt Range 
tract, the Daudputra, Kharral, and Khokar of the Western 
Plains, the Dogar, Ror, and Meo of the East ; and the 
Gnjar more generally distributed. No. 5 includes lesser tribes 
viho are small owners, or tenants, &c., as Saini, Araih, Ahir, 
Mahtam. Head No. 0 consists of Shekh, Mughal, Turk, &c. 



104 


THE .INDIAN .VILLAGE COMMUXITY 


(2) The Poiyvlation of the CPaines Flam 

I have dwelt at some length on the Panj fib, because this 
province is the staihing-point, so to speak, of the travels of so 
many immigrant tribes, and of the enterprises of conquering 
princes and their armies. When we proceed to the districts 
east of the Jamna — to the Ganges Doab, to Oiidli, and further 
still to Bihrir, Bengali and Western Assam, we find Aryan 
and iiiised Aryan races in greater' 'abundance, and the -whole 
ccjimtry at one time or another covered by a netw-ork of Aryan 
kingdoms and cliiefships. -Jats and Giijars, as I have said, 
are found in the upper districts of the Ganges Dofib and as tar 
as Raj put ana. Some races, like the Alilr and Kmibl, have 
evidently emigi’ated to these parts from Central India or Gujarat ; 
wdiile there is a great number of mixed castes whose origin is 
largely aboriginal. Sir H. M. Elliot's work as supplemented 
in ]\Ir, J. Beanies' edition, is still the central authority about 
the castes and races of the North-West Provinces, and is easily 
accessible. l\Ir. Risley's elaborate volumes on the Tribes and 
Castes of Bengal are even fuller of detail. Both these works 
render any thing . more than a 'brief notice of certain features 
afiecting the land-holding interest unnecessary. The main 
point is to notice how the original population was dominated 
by the superior Aryan tribes : how the Aryan chiefs afterwards 
suffered eclipse and the original races recovered possession, 
but only again to lose it finally, before the re-distribution or 
new location of the xAryan (Rajput) clans and chiefs which dates 
from the tw'elftli century onwards. 

The Brahman tradition of the first Aryan kingdoms is so far 
note^vorth 3 ^ that it suggests no settlement of a vast population tv. 

’ The * Ganges Plain ’ includes the NortliAVest Prownees and Oiidh, 
as well as Bengal. The * North-West Provinces,’ besides the hill distxdets 
of liunnion, Wc., contains the Eolhlkhand tract dminediateb' east of the 
Ganges, and between the river and the Oudli frontier), the Ganges Doah, 
Benares, and, to tlie south, Bundelkhand. Bengal inciudes a small 
portion of hill and sub-montane territory (Darjeeling and the West Dwilrs) ; 
the northern districts (adjoining the North-West Provinces) are called 
Bihilr, and the rest is Bengal Proper, with Orissa and Chutiya-Nfigpur 
to the south-west. 
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itnasse : it represents a series of powerful princes^ with their depen- 
dent chiefs and armies, establishing a .series of local nilerships, and 
building capitals, some of fabulous extent and grandeur. Both 
' Solar ’ and ^ Lunar ’ princes appear as founding kingdoms ; the 
^ Solar ’ seem to have been always in favour of the Brahmans, 
the ^ Lunar’ not unfrequently became Buddhists. The ^ Solar’ 
princes of the House of Rama, founded AyoJJiya (in Oudh) and 
afterwards MitMUl (=Tirhut in Bihar), also another kingdom, 
Vaigcdi, near Patna, The ^ Lunar ’ princes are represented as 
descendants from Yayati, who also is the mythical ancestor of 
the Yadava^ &c., but in a separate branch, that of Puru. These 
founded the kingdom of Fancdla^ which extended north-west 
of -Delhi, from the mountains to the Ohainbal River. lladmcqMnl 
was around Meerut (Mirath), and adjoined IndrayradJul, the 
kingdom of Delhi. These two kingdoms, celebrated in the 
Mahabharata, were held, the former by Katirava princes, the 
latter by Fcmchi. In the course of time other dynasties arose 
and kingdoms were formed, united, separated, and again aggre- 
gated under suzerains, in a manner which it is difficult to follow. 
Kanai\]V became a great centre of rule, and seems always to 
have been a stronghold of Brahmanism. We are now assured 
that Buddhism was not put down wholesale by the sword ,• that 
the two creeds continued side by side, and that Brahmanism 
ultimately trium plied over its rival in a peaceful manner. 
However that may be, the Aryan kingdoms were for ever 
fighting with each other, and Buddhist or Jain princes are 
generally found arrayed against Brahmanist. 

These various kingdoms were not established in a wilderness, ! 
nor were they peopled entirely by Aryans. Both in the hills, | 
and in the sub-montane tracts in the Ganges Valley, apre-Aryan | 
or non -Aryan population is abundantly in evidence. Through- I 
out the hills and extending to the Tami or moist districts at the | 
foot of the ranges, we find races of Mongoloid connection. The 
KJiasd or Klumya^ and Dom^ are prominent, and we hear of the 
Thatera^ and further east Dhimcd^ and some others such as 
Fholisd, Thimi^ of less certain origin. The mixed castes or 
races of the hills as far as Naipal (just as in the States of Simla 

^ On the Ganges, in the modern Faru^abiid district. 
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and IvaiigiTi) are in all probability connected with this stock ; 
in other words, we hare a gradation of races from the tolerably 
pure Aryan down to the wholly aboriginal^ The IJuub are now 
in a YeTj humble position, but once they ruled over or pos- 
sessed wide tracts at the foot of the mountains. Mr. Benett 
inentio3]sinhis 8. IL (Bsorth Oudh)tliat villages still exist 

deriving their titles to land from grants of Dom princes. 

Further down on the plains we find almost all parts of the 
Ganges Yalley abounding in traces of the once numerous tribes 
called Bhar and along with them the ShoY or Suvlrl (the 
spelling is very various), and still further east the Cert~. 

As to the Bliof (often written Bhar, but the former, written 
with the ^ burring ’ r, appears more correct),'^ Dr. G-. Opperfc 
says that Megend associates their name with the earliest Aryan 
heroes, e.#/. with Ildina and his sons ; but the Bhars suddenly 
disappear from the scene, and, as far as history is concerned, 
reappear just previously to the Muhammadan invasion of India, 
at which period they certainly i^ossessed a vast territory and 
were indeed the real owners of the soil. In fact, the Bhars^ 
must have ruled over a great area of country stretching from 
Oudh in the west to Bihar in the east, and southwards to 
Ohutiya-Nagpnr, Bondelkhand, and Sugar. ’ 

^ See p. 86 ff. ante for some remarks on the (pTaiity of the mixed races 
in the Hills. 

* See G. Oppert, p. 38, and autlioritics quoted. General Sir A* 
Cunningham remarks that the yr’ was characteristic of the non- Aryan 
races, and the Aryans in ridicule called tliem harlara^ which in the 
Hindustani dialect is mitten harhar. The nasal *>7,’ so commonly in- 
troduced into Panjabi words, is another feature attributed to a non- Aryan 
element. 

^ G. Oppert, p. 39. General Cunningham {Hep. Arch, Snr, xi. p. 67) 
throws doubt on tlie reality of some of the asserted Bhar remains (forts, 
tanks, &c.) He says, though without offering any proof, that the Bhar 
were an uncivilised race. As to names of places invoiving Bar or Bhar, 
there is much room for rlifierence of interpretation ; though siieb names as 
Bharaieh iiml Bar eJ7 (or Bliardl) are incontestable as refening to the 
tribe. But the existence and power of tlie Bhar is too \vell attested to 
be affected by any individual case or cases. I would, also,, not lay undue 
stress on the existence, in so many parts of Oudh and the NorthAVest 
Provinces, of forts and other buildings ascribed by tradition to the Bhar, 
Some of them may be due in reality to other early kingdoms. But 
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It is probable tliat the Bhar tribes (especially in later times) 
became more or less ^ Hinduisecl/ and that there was much fusion 
with early Aryan clans ; but the tribes evidently represent, in 
the main, what we may fairly conclude to have been an original 
pre- Aryan population ; and of their considerable number there 
can be no doubt. Thus in the Gazetteer of the Benares district 
we find it noted : ^ The traditions of the whole province represent 
the Bhar as once dominant from the Tarai of Naipal to the hills 
of Sagar in the Central Provinces ; ’ ^ and again in Ghazipnr (a dis- 
trict on the confines of Bihar) Mr. Wilton Oldham remarks: 

‘ The testimony of tradition that the middle Ganges Valley was 
formerly occupied by non-Aryan aboriginal races is the evidence, 
not of one, but of a hundred concurrent traditions of all land- 
owning tribes in the Benares province, in Oudh, and in Bihar, 
The evidence is confirmed by the fact that in Shrihabad the Bhar 
have up to the present day retained a portion of their vast 
domains. The taluqa of Koinda, an extensive tract in the 
Vindhyan Hills on the borders of the Mirzapur district, belongs to 
a clan of Bhar ; and their headman a lew years since — Rambadan 
Singh — was a man of considerable wealth and inflaence. . , C ^ 

The following notice is extracted ^ from the Mirmpur District 
Gazetteer. After speaking of the Bhar tribes as very numerous 
and their remains as everywhere to be found, the writer says : 

^ The tanJiS are specially numerous. . . , Mr, Duthoit in his 
memoir of paAXjfmm Bhadohi, says it is hardly possible to travel 
three miles in any direction without meeting examples of these, 
which are always to be distinguished from later works by the 
fact that they are sfmtjhedl — Le. having their longer diameter 
from east to west, while Hindu work is invariably ca/iuhxibedl^ or 
with the longer diameter north and south. On the south side 

there is certainly a disposition to call the Bhar an ^ uncivilised race ’ on 
very little evidence. Civilisation is a relative term, and very ancient 
people may be ‘ civilised ’ — for their time and place. The race that had 
kings and chiefs and that certainly left the remains of some great 
buildings and irrigation works, and that is mentioned in history so often, 
cannot have been altogether barbarous, nor do I see much indication that 
it differed from the Aryan in point of material progress. 

^ N.-W. P. Gazetteer^ xiv. 102. 

^ Memoir of the Ghazipur District, p. 47 (Allahabad Gov. Press, 
1870), ® F.-W*. P. Gazetteer, xiv. 115 ff. 
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of tlie Ganges also, tlie Blia/f have left ' wide-spread traces of 
ancient supremacy. Their chief city appears to Mveheen on tlie 
Ganges barJ^ some five miles to the west of tlie present city of 
Mirzapiir. . . . This city, of ^Yhich the traditional nru ne is Pam - 
p%3nra, was evidently of great extent/ Tlie aiitlioi- gi^es on to 
notice the sculptures which are believed by Sherring to repre- 
sent the BJijrf Eajas, ‘ with their peculiar headdresses and their 
pointed beards. . . 

Blit the BJ fyy were not the only aboriginal tribe which foand 
a home in Mirzapiir. In the hills and jungles of 'the east and 
south are found OeriK. Svorl, KoJ, and The Cera a]*e 

now fallen, and insignificant in number, but they claim to be of 
NTfiga race. As to the Seo)% ‘ tlieir traditions tell of wide domi- 
nions in Sluihribad and Ghazipiir and the adjacent parts of this 
{^lirzapiii') district. The memory of a great conflict between 
them and the Cem, and their final victory and the occupatiou of 
the lands of the vanquished, still lives.’ The Kharfnir are also 
described, and the I'emnins (including archaic sculptures) of a 
great city, the capital, are alluded to. 

I could multiply quotations relating to all the districts of the 
Agra and Allrilifibuclclivisions as to tlie Bhar; and tiny are still 
frequently inentioiied in conjunction with the N'^co/Yand the (BeaJ 

’ I will not attempt to discuss the question whether tlie BJuty is con- 
nected with the Bhlrata of Sanskrit xvriters. Dr, G. Oppert thinks the 
identity highly probable (see the story of the race in his book. The Oriuhial 
InhahitanU of India ^ p, 587 fl.). The Bltdraia are first mentioned in the 
Yeda {Rffvcda^ o. 58. 18 and 7. 88. 6) : they are a people who * eoine from 
afar ’ ; they fight the TrUu tribe under Va^islitha ; being defeated, they 
return eastward across the Bias and Sutlej rivers. Tiewamifra, the 
priest and bard attached to this tribe, is himself probably an Aryan, as lie 
is the aitthor of one of the liymns of the Efjveda. He is represented as the 
son of Kucihi (p, 590-1), and the tribe called by this name are in close 
relationship with theBhdrafa (Zimmer, p. 128). He is also leader of the 
people, and his ga/ifiiri^ or hymn, secures their w^elhbeing. It is this people 
wiio afterwards establish a kingdom in Magadha. Vitnoaniitra is at fii'St 
in favour wfith the Trtmt ' and their king Sndm^ to ■whom, for a time, he 
^^ets as bard and priest ; but a bitter qnan*ei ensues, and he withdraws 
with the BMrala^ and the end is the battle above alluded to. If the 
Bhlrata were of non-Aiwan origin they probably early adopted many Ary an 
customs. ® Being very numerous/ tha Wdripanmi says, ' they acquired 
great -influence.^ It is notew-orthy that in 'Egveda^ 7. 88. 6, they are 
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I have not space to say anything of the less prominent races 
such as the AMt^^ the Gcmn^^ and the Tludera, In the Hardoi 
district of Ondh and elsewhere, I find mention of a tribe called 
Fdsl, who are stated to have owned in former days an extensive 
domain, and who are still nunierons in the district. 

The Qp/ni mentioned above were a very important people 
further east. They dominated Bengal ; and as late as the time 
of the Bengal sovereign Slier Shah {loost 15r37 a.d.) we find that 
monarch reioicing that his general had defeated the Gem chief 
ofBihaiG' 

The Gem belong, indeed, more to Bihar than to Ondh and the 
iNorth-West Provinces, and the mention of them naturally carries 
us further east. Here (Upper Bengal) the population seems to 
liave less and less of the Aryan element ; the greater part of the 

described b,y the epithet a7'hliaJ:t(sah, which Muir (A, 8, T. i. 320) translates 
' contemptible.’ Zimmer (p. 128) uses the more equivocal term ‘ win- 
zigmt' Professor Maedonell informs me that the word in Sanskrit 
means ‘ puny, small.’ Whether this can be taken in a literal sense to 
describe a stature different from that of the Aryan tribes, or is merely a 
term applied by victors to a conquered enemy, I cannot pretend to 
determine. As usual, in the later Epics, tradition found for them an 
Aryan origin. Bliarata is now a king, and the son of Vigwmiiira'B 
daughter Salcuntala. Vicwamifra liimseE, is, however, curiously con- 
nected with the aboriginal, or mixed, races by the legend that makes his 
sons, owing to a curse, the progenitors of the mixed or non-Aryan races 
Avdlira^ Pundra, Sahara, Pidmcla, and Mutiha {Aitareya BrdJimana, 
(jiioted by G. Oppert, pp. 592, 593). The MaJidhMratd represents King 
Bhdratci as conqueror of all the races of Kirdta, HTma, Ydvana, Andhra, 
Khacn and Saha — all these including northern, mixed, and non-Aryan 
tribes (see Lassen, ii. App. xxiv.). 

’ The Ahvr seem to have a wide distribution. They occur in the 
South-eastern Panjfib, and in the North-West Provinces in the districts 
of Budcion and Murfidribud {S.E, Murridnhud, pp. 8, 9). In Mainpuri 
(Gazetteer, North-'West Provinces, iv. 558) they are so numerous as 
to form 16*8 per cent, of the population. They are found again in the 
Central Provinces, which make it possible they were the Ablm^a of 
Sanslurit books, and connected with the Abhiria country of Ptolemy, on 
the western side of India (McGrindle’s Ptolemy, p. 140). They are 
divided into Alur and Alier, and into many minor subdivisions, some 
claiming, as usual, Eajput and sometimes Brahman, connection. Others 
assert a ' Yadu ’ origin, which is likely enough if their original home was 
Upper Western India. 

~ Beaines’ Elliofs Glossary, i, 59, s.v. Geru ; G. Oppert, p. 39. 
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peasant class is, in fact, almost purely « aboriginal.' In the 
north-east of Bengal the tribes are probably much connected 
with the Tibetan stock and with some of those branches of it 
that peopled Assam. The Kuech (or Kodt) have left a relic of 
their existence in the name of the Natiye State Kuch-Bihar. 
In the eastern districts, up to the sea-board, the Mcujh tribes, 
probably indicated by the Macco-Kalingae of the geographers, 
gave their name to the kingdom or country of Magadha.^ 

These facts tend to show how small an element niiniericaliy 
the Aryan really was ; hut it was the ruling power. It is evi- 
dent that while the mass of the existing population is largeh^ 
aboriginal in its character, nevertheless the whole of Bengal came 
under the dominion of Aryan princes. Indeed, in the course of 
time, these became suflSciently powerful, and by means of their 
command of the Ganges mouths, to send out expeditions by sea, 
as I have already mentioned. 

The country of Ohutiya-NTagpur, in South-western Bengal, is 
full of interest ethnologically ; and so is the hill country of Orissa, 
with the adjoining Tributary States ; for here is the refuge ground 
of both Kolarian and Dravidian tribes. In Ohutiya-Nagpur the 
plateau land is ciilturable and adapted to fixed village settle- 
ments ; ^ so here we can still find the original form of village in 
survival. The non-Aryan races are represented by the TJrtlon^ 
who overcame the (Kolarian) II.o and 21-imda- tribes, and who 
gave their name to Orissa long before the conquests of the 
Hindu Gajapatl kings.^ 

^ In the Laivs ofManu, ‘ Magadlifi ’ is one of the mixed races mentioned 
in Chapter X. This country, afterwards so celebrated, was very early the 
seat of an Aryan kingdom or oveilordsliip). The old aeconnrs are not 
easy to reconcile. Some relate that a kingdom was founded by the 
(Solar) Kucilm, descendants of Kiwa; the Mahribharattl speaks of a Lunar 
origin, or Ydclava, if they are to be reckoned as separate, and has much 
to say of lung Jarasandha, who is probably a real person. Possibly, as 
tradition also gives Solar princes to the first kingdoms of Mithihl. and 
Vai<;rdi in this neighbourhood, there may have been some early Solar 
prince overthrown by the other race. Certainly Magadha became a 
centre of Buddhism and was the kingdom of Candragupta, the Sandra- 
cottus of the Western historians. 

^ See cmte, p. 47. 

^ The distinctness of the Urffon from the Mnnda, &c., is recognised by 
Dalton (G. Opj^ert, p. 122), See also Eisley, T. and C. of Bengal, ii. Glossary, 
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Section III. — ^India South of the Vindhyan Ranges 

(1) The Population, of Upper Western and Centred India 

It will be remembered that in speaking of the Vindhyan 
Hills as a barrier between Upper India and the South j we noticed 
how, at the western end, the upper barrier ceased, and through 
the second or south range also a route was open, so that access 
could be had to the plains of Gujarat, and thence easily to the 
Narbada and Tapti Valleys and to Berar. There can be no doubt 
that this route was used in early immigrations from the Indus 
Valley and the west frontier, just as it was afterwards when 
Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni swept down on vSomnath. The popula-' 
tion of Upper Western India, Berar, and part of the Central 
Provinces exhibits a considerable mixture with Aryan or other 
Northern races which aifectedboth physical appearance and lan- 
guage. Owing to this admixture, the people of the West are 
very different from the more purely Dravidian races of the South ; 
and it is, therefore, a matter of convenience to give them a brief 
separate consideration. Moreover, it is to be remembered that, 
access being from the Indus Valley by the desert and Kacch, the 
immigration was very probably sustained by Northern or ^ Scythic ’ 
races like the Kathi, as well as by tribes who had the religion and 
language of the Vedas. And while one at least of the tribes 
named in the Vedas (the Yademli) is prominent in the traditions 
both in Sindh and in the West of India, it is remembered that 
they belonged to the ^ non-BrahmanicaU section.^ Brahmanic 
caste and religious ideas were not introduced till long after the 


188. As to the Dravidian element in the language of Orissa, though it 
has been much obscured by the Sanskritic element, it is distinctly trace- 
able (see Caldwell, p. 40 and Appendix). The history of Orissa before the 
Ain^n rule is an absoliite blank ; for tlie earliest writers of the temple 
records were Brahmans, and they, of course, would not care to preserve 
the memory of real ancient historic events, still less to notice a non -Aryan 
people, even if the materials then existed. Neither the Hindus nor the 
Moslems, nor later still the Marilthils, really had any hold on Orissa 
beyond the level rice-plains which could yield a revenue. 

^ Ante, pp. 80-1. 
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Aryan settlements east of the Jamna were in an advanced 
stage of development! 

In nearly every case tradition ascribes the Western ruling 
castes (that have evidently resulted from a mixture of races) 
either to Yddavft origin or to some evidently SScythian' or 
Northern serpent-worshipping stock. Most of the princely houses 
that conquered and ruled in these parts in the earlier days are 
connected with the name of Ycuhi. The Sdmd, who reigned in 
Sindh, the Jhareja (or Jadeja) and their 'kindred the Bhdtl- (who 
afterwards made a settlement in the Panjab, where they are called 
are all Jadun (to use the dialectic form). ’ To this clay many 
Maratha chiefs claim descent from ^ Jacliid The IlaAkayci {pv 
Kaihanst)^ who are among the very earliest of so-called Aryan 
rulers in the Narbada V^alley, are said to belong to this race! 

It is impossible to find any more definite traces of the early 
iion-Brahmanic Aryans. It is highly probable that a number of 
the best races — e.rj, those collectively called ‘ ManWul ' were the 
result of a fusion of Aryan and Dravidian blood. And the same 
may be true of the Kimhi caste, and the AJm\ as will presently 

^ And so the Marathi language was probably laot developed in its 
present form till later times, as it is said to be ‘ particularly Brahmanic 
in all its elements and connected with later Sanskrit {Indian Cemus 
of 1891, Parliamentary Bei3ort, J. A. Baines, p, 141). The Marfitha 
Brahmans are a class apart — -just as the Dravira Brahmans or the Gaiir 
Brahmans are elsewhere — ail missionary immigrants from Upper India. 
It is curious, as noted by Grant Duff (History of the Malimtias, i. 25), 
that while the MarsUbu people have great veneration for the liermit and 
the ascetic, they have very little for the Brahmans as a class. The limits 
of the Sanskritic speech, as judged by linguistic evidence, are given 
in some detail by Professor Christian Lassen (i, 42S). But it must be 
borne in mind that this includes the results of the later Bralmianic 
influence. Along the west coast, southward, an Aryan element in the 
speech is discerned as far as Gokarna in North Kanara, ; w’liile for 
the inland Maratha country, a line drawm horn Piinff. eastwards up to the 
Central Provinces, and including all the northern part of Bombay, with 
Gujarat, Mahva, &e., would generally mark the limits. Below Puna, the 
dialect varies somewhat, showing a distinct trace of the non- Aryan or 
original element, 

~ See Tod, i. 86,78: if they were not really Turanian or Northern 
tribesmen, which is just as likely. Mr. J. F. Hewitt connects them 
directly with the Ndghanst ’ houses. Sleeman tvrote a lo33g article on the 
Haihaya princes of Garlid-Mandla in J, A, Boe* Bengaf vi* part IL 628. 
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appear. But the population of Western India owes as mucli to 
Nortiiem (non-Aryan) races as to any other. Thus one part of 
the country was anciently called Saurashtra, after the 8cmrd, or 
a tribe called ‘ Rajput/ but neither ^ Solar’ nor ^ Lunar.’ ^ 
Indeed, it is curious that the whole of this region is connected 
with the royal houses of \AgnihuW descent — Solanhhi (Gdhhifd)^ 
Gauhcm^ Pramdnl, &o. — tribes which so often adopted Buddhism 
and whose traditional birth shows that they were later and 
probably foreign additions to the true Kshatriya Aryans.^ 

Other confessedly early Northern tribes established their rule 
in these districts, though the later conquests of Rajput houses have 
done much to fuse the races together. Thus, the country still 
called Kathiawar owes its name to the Kathl. These exhibit 
Northern customs, such as the worship of the Sun and of 
Weapons.^ The Bala, another Northern tribe, appear also in 
the West; how far they ’may be connected with the princely 
house that founded Balabhipur I will not attempt to discuss.^ 
Before the eighth century we have no real history, but vague 
traditions of kingdoms and chiefships which disappeared, first 
before the incursions of later Rajputs from Malwa and the vicinity, 
and finally under the effects of the early Moslem conquests. 

It is very probably to these eaiiy Aryan and Northern races 
that we owe the pi^esence of an element in Western and Central 
Indian races which distinguishes them from the Dravidians of 
the South. 

As might be expected, in Western and Central India there 
are still many remnants of the non- Aryan ^ races in the lull 

^ ForbeSy Bflsmdld, 21. 

- Tlie tradition was that the ancestors of four tribes sprang from the 
sacrificial fire (Agni), at Moxmt Abii ; and that they were iniracnlonsly 
born in aid of the Brahmanic cause. This the tribes did not always after- 
wards maintain. The Pramara, for instance, founded a Buddhist kingdom 
in Malwfi ; and Ghandragupta and Asoka, of the Mamya house, were 
notoriously Buddhist {Central Provinces Gazetteer y art. Nimar, p. 377). 

See Tod (i. 101 ff) for an account of the customs of the Kathl, and 
see also the whole passage at p. 60 ff, which is curious. Colonel Tod was 
by no means critical or reliable as to points of date and history ; bxit on 
matters of custom and legend where his own personal knowledge and 
experience are placed on record, his authority is as good as can be desired. 

See G. Oppert, p. 78. 
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country ; and some tribes who are perhaps Dravidiaii slightly 
mixed with a Northern element. The Koll tribes of the Vin- 
dhyan Hills (not to be confused with the Eastern So and Mimcltl 
tribes called ‘ Kol ’) need hardly more than a bare mention. The 
B/dl have already been alluded to, and it may here be added that 
they have a sort of upper class called BhUdla, whose persistent 
tradition is that they have a share of " Rajput ’ blood. ^ In the 
Bombay Dakhan, scattered families of Mahdr or Mhdr are still 
found — the relics of a once numerous people — ^now chiefly acting 
as hereditary guardians of village boundaries. This circumstance 
has led Mr, J. F. Hewitt to suggest that the position is due to 
their once being associated with the land as its owners. Dr. G. 
Oppert says that the MaJuir claim to have been once the ruling 
race in ^ Mahdr dslitra! ^ More towards the centre of the conti- 
nent there are groups of non- Aryan tribes, often represented 
partly by humble agriculturist castes in the plains, or by primi- 
tive hill-dwellers, who have either lapsed into, or never emerged 
from, a half savage state. Among them are found the Go'iitl races, 
who gave their name to Go'iidRmna of the ancient maps. They 
occupied the whole of thecenti*al districts up to Chutiya-N%pur, 
and Orissa, to the east, and part of Haidarabad to the south.® 
The original Gomi population can hardly, I think, be doubted to 
have had some early Noriliern connection. It is wmrth while to 

^ Within historical times powerful local chieftains of this class were 
met with. The Puranic literature even has a legend to account for the 
origin of the BliiL (See Central Provinces Gazetteer, art. Nimfir.) 

- And if this author's identification can be accepted, it will unite this 
race, locally called also Parvarl, with the Maid and Malli, who appear 
so widely in India, and with the Pamiyar (Pariah) of the vSoutli 
(Gr. Oppert, pp. 21, 22, 31). The Paraiyar are called Maid (va.nfjlu) in 
Telugu (Caldwell, Appendix, p. 543). G. Oppert qixotes Dr. J. Wilson as 
connecting them with the Poruaroi of Ptolemy. 

The Sanskrit writers called the Western Daklian Mdlidvdshtra, and 
some have suggested that the name is from 'malid ~ great ; sc. ‘ magna 
regio.’ But there seems no reason for such a designation, while ^ country 
of the Mahdr ’ w'ould he in every way intelligible.’ 

The name now commonly used, Goncl, or rather Gand or Gaunr, is 
apparently not recognised by the existing relics of the people, who call 
themselves Koifar. As a class the Gonds, in the Central Provinces, are 
divided into R/7/-Gro??c?, who claim to be connected with the former ruling 
families, and DImrMond, who were the plebeian section. 


ETIIiSiOGEAPHlCA]. COjI^SIDEEATIONS 


115 


note tlaat we liave no definite tradition eyen, of Gonds as rulers till 
quite modern times. But when the Bhonsla Marathas attacked 
Central India, Gond princes were in power. The Maratha Raja 
seized the Gond Raja’s demesne (Nagpur, &c.), but left the less 
valuable and outlying districts in the hands of the original subor- 
dinate chiefs ; it is, in fact, the descendants of these chiefs who 
still hold the land, some of the greater ones being regarded as 
Feudatory chiefs, and the minor ones having been recognised as 
^ Zamindars,’ or landlords of estates. Besides the Gond we have 
also some local traditions of GduU rulers in the central districts, 
and of AMr chiefs, a people whose name we have already met 
with, and who, from the places in which notices of them are 
found, must have extended from the Indus mouths to the Ohambal 
River and beyond.^ 

Of the modern population it is not necessary to say much. 
The northern part of the country has received many Hindu 
emigrants from Malwa and the north, but only in comparatively 
late times.^ The rest is still largely populated by the ' Maratha’ 
races. I have already suggested that these are really of mixed 
Dravidian and Aryan origin, and their superior families may be 
more Aryan than the rest. The originators of the modem 
Marathas completely disappear from history ; and the race only 
reappears towards the close of the seventeenth century under ^ 
SivlijL This chief liimself belonged to the caste or race, also I 
widely distributed, called Kunbi or Kurmi. They are noted ! 
agriculturists, and as such have wandered far and wide — to 
Oudh, and Bengal even, in search of land-holdings. They have 
now no distinctive language ; they are called Kimbl in Marathi, 
Ktmaln in the South Maratha country, Kiimhhl and Kurmi among 
the people of Hindustan, 

^ See also at p. 109, ante^ as to the wide distribution of this people, 

" Anie^ pp. 44-5. 

® As to the name of this people or tribe, Miave preferred the form above 
employed to the common term Maliratta — i.e, Marliatid — which latter is 
not recognised by the people themselves, and means in Hindi ‘ robber,’ 
being an opprobrious epithet applied by the Mughal soldiers. (See also 
Tod, ii. 420). At one time these races seem to have been called (for 
instance, in. Firishta’s History of tlie Nimm-81utM Kings) by the name 
of Bargl^ or Bhargi. (See Grant Duff’s History of the Malirattm, i. 69). 

I 2 
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(2) The Po-^nlatio% of Souther /v India 

Except for tlie openings at the western end, and to a lesser 
extent at the eastern end also, the Vindhyan Bang© served as 
a complete barrier confining the bulk of the Aryan conquerors, 
or colonists, to Upper India ; it opposed any further advance to 
the south, at least as regards any considerable number of clans 
bent on conquest. It was only at a much later time, when the 
Aryans of Northern India had spread as far as the Ganges 
mouths, that adventurous princes with their armies made expe- 
ditions to Orissa and the northern part of the Telugii country. 
When we com© to the real South — to the Madras Presidency 
— we are brought face to face with the genuine representa- 
tives of an almost purely Dravidian population. At the same 
time we find the Brahmanic religion and caste well established, 
and the languages to some extent — very much less than in the 
North, affected by Sanskritic additions. 

The earliest traditions show no sign of any general immi- 
gration of Aryan clans. As Dr. Macleane ^ has justly observed, 
‘ The view of the Aryans marching in bodies in this direction or 
that is supported by no facts of any sort in the case of the 
country south of the Vindhyans.’ 

It is, as I have remarked, only in the north-eastern districts 
that there could have been any communication of a general 
character with the Aryanised people of Upper India, and that, at 
such a distance from the Aryan centre, could only have been wu’ th 
people of very mixed blood. The sovereigns of Magadha at one 
time extended their suzerainty further south, and other dynas- 
ties may have claimed or exercised sway in the north-west of 
Madras, but that is no proof of any large importation of an Aryan 
population.- 

^ Manual [Hisiory)^ p. 53. See also Lassen, i. 116, confirming this 
statement, which is, however, cpiite indisputable. 

From early times, the Upper or Telugu coiintiry seems to ha%’e been 
partly peopled or occui>ied by a race called by a name which Western 
geographers turned into Ealinga. The Greek geographers speak of a 
threefold division of this people — the Kalinga, Makko-Kaiinga, and the 
Gangarid«KaIinga. Those living inland were connected with the name 
Andlim^ which occurs in Manu, and still earlier, e,g. in the Aitareyd 
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The effects actually produced upon the Southern people and 
the introduction of caste and religion must have been the 
result of a gradual intercourse, which had nothing to do with 
tribal conquest or with a general settlement of the Aryan people. 

It was effected by the individual, but repeated’ and cumulative, 
efforts of the Brahmans. In no field is their peculiar genius 
better displayed than in this new kind of conquest. They used 
no force, they did not even displace the local deities ; they wove 
all cults into one general scheme, and made their ideals accept- 
able to the people, so that in time it became a mark of respecta- 
bility or superiority to become ^ Hindu ’ and to be ^in caste.’ 
The causes which led to so ready an acceptance of the philo- 
sophical and religious teaching, but more especially of the social 
and ceremonial system which is the essence of Hinduism, are 
beyond onr province : we must be content 'with saying that this 
change was effected mainly by the efforts of hermit missionaries, 
but was also furthered by the admission of Brahman advisers to 
the Courts of indigenous princes, and possibly by the occasional 
reception of military (Arj^an) chiefs, who were welcomed as 
organisers of local armies and the like, and would soon establish 
themselves as lords of estates and territorial chiefships. Such 
adventurers would naturally have won their to local rank 
by the romance attaching to their long adventurous journey so 
far south, by the mystery of their distant northern home, and 
by their general prowess and superiority. 

Everything in the Madras country points to the existence, , 
from the most ancient times, of numerous, and, considering the | 
age, civilized, groups of non- Aryan races who occupied the more | 
fertile and level portions of the country, leaving, no doubt, wide | 

Bralimana. (See Caldwell, Introduction, p. 30.) The MakkoJIalinga were 
coast people, and probably represent the Magh of Eastern Bengal and 
Chittagong. The Mauryan kings of Magadhu,, deriving origin from one of 
the AgniMda houses of the royal Eajput stock as reckoned by the bards, 
nominally ruled as far as Ganjam, since Asoka’s edicts are found there 
in inscriptions. And a later offshoot of this dynasty founded the Andhra 
kingdom during the first centuries of our era. This, however, was 
a military occupation only. Macleane (History) ^ p. 1B2 ; and see 
Cnnninghain's Ancient Geography, p. 529, for Hwen Thsang’s account 
of the Telugu country. 
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stretches of jungle and forest which spread over the north, and 
covered the hills of the centre and south. Among the jungle- 
clad hills, tribes, still nomad, would continue to wander, being 
cut off from the civilising influences to which the people of the 
arable plains were accessible. 

Early legends speak of Agastya — the Tamir-mmii, or sage 
of the Tamulians — coming as a hermit across the Vindhyaii 
Eanges, and by his power commanding them to bow down till 
his return. As he never did return (according to the Southern 
version), the ranges continued to be lower than other mountains 
to this day.^ The names for Bi*ahmans — Aiiyur (fathers) and 
PwqMT (overseers) — go some way to indicate the position they 
held as missionaries and founders of a new order." 

When the Brahmanic teaching at last spread widely, a large 
part of the population adopted Hindu forms, and were of course 
classed by their teachers as Otldm — the only possible caste on 
the developed Brahmanic theory ; ^ while the bulk of the humbler 

^ Eor the story of Agastya, see G. Oppert, p. 24. 

" It is remarkable at how early a date the natural genius of the 
Brahman caste for a hermit life, for the discovery of places of pilgrimage, 
and for the location of shrines at all points of natural scenic beauty or 
physical peculiarity, led them to wander all over India. In the Eanul- 
yana we have a highly coloured picture of the hermits settled in the 
southern forest beyond the Narbada Biver, and of the interruptions they 
suffered ffom the forest tribes. ‘ These base-born wretches imxdicate the 
hermits in impure x)ractices and perx>etrate the grossest outrages. 
Changing their shapes and hiding in the thickets adjoining the hermit- 
ages, these frightful beings delight in terrifying the devotees. They cast 
away the sacrificial ladies and vessels, they pollute the cooked oblations, 
and utterly defile the offerings with blood. These faithless creatures 
inject frightful sounds into the ears of the faithful and austere eremites. 
At the timey of sacrifice they snatch aw’ay the jars, the flowers, the fuel 
and the sacred grass of these sober-minded men ’ (Bamayana, ill. 1, 15, in 
Muir's A. S, T. part ii. chapter iii. section iv. p. 427). When at last 
such hermits reached the inhabited parts, their message must have been 
received with something like awe from the mystery of their origin. Even 
to the present day, the crowds that any new Jogi, or mysterious ascetic, 
will draw are quite W'onderful. 

^ It is curious to note that in the South the ‘ Siidra ’ is spoken of as 
indicating a somewhat proud superiority, in contradistinction to the 
‘ Pariah,’ &c., a feeling quite out of keeping with the degraded position 
theoretically assigned to the Oudra in Manu, Thus, I remember reading 
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classes and the remoter tribes were roughly classed as out-caste 
races — Pamiyar and the like. 

This original isolation of the Southern people, and the mode 
of their subsequent conversion to Hinduism, are reflected in the 
local languages, and in the additions that have been made to 
the vocabulary. The whole of Southern India, as is well known, 
is divided between the Telugu-speaking races in the upper part, 
with Ivanarese (language of Karnata) in the north-west ; Tuluva 
and Malayalam in the west, and Tamil in the south. The Tamil, 
Telugu, Kanarese, Tuluva, and Malayalam are all defined lan- 
guages originating as branches from a comuion stock. Tamil in 
particular has a long history; it has for centuries been divided 
into a classical and a colloquial dialect, and has both ancient and 
modern written characters. The extant literature probably does 
not go back beyond the ninth century of our era ; but the facts 
about the language and its dialects show its antiquity and in- 
dicate a considerable degree of civilisation of an archaic type. 
The Sanskrit had no part in the earlier language, and only added 
its terms and forms in comparatively later times. The further 
we go back with the Tamil language, the freer from Sanskrit 
words we find it.^ As to the stage of civilisation anciently at- 
tained by the Dravidians, Dr, Caldwell has collected evidence, 
from the existence of pure Tamil names, as to what they were 
acquainted with. It does not follow that nothing else was 
known, but certainly agriculture was well understood; and 
some arts — e.g. pottery — had reached a considerable degree of 
excellence.^ 

Prom many parts of the country thei^e come indications that 
at least some of the tribes had a settled monarchical govern- 


in some old missionary report the complaint that only ‘ the Suliras ’ could 
make themselves heard by the officials ; the humbler classes could get no 
redress, &c. The distinction may frequently be met with. 

^ All these facts are stated in detail in the Introduction to Caldwell’s 
Dravidian Grcuinmar. Dr. Macleane in liis Mamiial (L Ethnology, 83-55 
and notes) has collected a mass of information. See also Morris’s D. M, 
of the Godavari District , p. 165 ffi 

'' Caldwell’s Introduction, p. 117 ff. And it is to be remembered that 
such proof is by no means exhaustive ; for words may once have existed 
but become lost or superseded by Sanskrit words in the course of time. 
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ment. This will be further remarked on in speaking of Dravidian 
customs in the next chapter! 

In the remote past there is evidence that some of the now 
lowly-esteemed Dravidian races were once powerful peoples, 
divided into niimerons clans or divisions each with, its own 
insignia ; and this alone shows some degree of -wealth and even 
luxury to have existed among them! ‘ They still cherish/ re- 
marks Dr. G. Oppe.rt, ‘ as the Bhar and 3Ihctr do, the memory 
of former greatness, and regard themselves as the original owners 
of the soil/ They retain also some curious religious privileges.*^ 
Their priests, the Vallavar^ are ‘ probably the representatives of 
the ruling class of ancient times. ^ 

It would serve no useful purpose to enter into any detail 
about the different races of the South. What special characteris- 
tics some of them had will be noticed when we come to describe 
the surviving Dravidian customs affecting land. It is Iiere 
sufficient to observe that the South owes little or nothing to the 
xiryan element in the matter of land-holding customs. Agri- 
cultural villages organised on a distinct plan must have long 
existed,"^ and there is every reason to believe that the form of 
villages in which the several families each constitute a separate 
land-holding unit, but having certain bonds of local union, and 
kept together under the rule of an hereditary village-chief, was 
the original Dravidian type, and one which is most nearlj^ and 
obviously related to a still existing form fof unquestionably 

^ Dr. Macleane {Mcmii-al [History]^ p. US), states that ‘the Dra’i-iclians 
were a practical people with considerable resources ; in matters of 
Government they were — unless in the very earliest stages — under the 
monarchical system, with defined areas of country for the exercise of rule.' 

^ As to this, see G. Oj)pert, pp. o0-57. The note at p. 57 emmierates 
these tribal emblems; some of them, such as bells of victory, white 
Ghann (fiy-flaps), white horse, ivory palankeen, golden pot, &c., indicate 
wealth and some degree of state. 

Cf. imte, p. 89, and G. Oppert, p. 54, 

Oppert, p. 69. A Vallwva Icon, or chief, xu’esided at the ancient 
assemblies of Malabar wdien a Parnmrtl or sovereign was elected for the 
country (the election was then periodical). 

^ Extensive kingdoms, with Courts, and armies, and cities, could Iiardly 
go on, or even come into existence, without an efficient x^rovision for the 
regular cultivation of the soil. And we shall see tillage customs in 
Dravidian tribes evidently of great aiitiquity. 
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Dravidian origin), wliicli has actually survived miclianged in tlie 
fastnesses of the Oliutiya-Nagpur plateaus and in the hills of 
Orissa. This, however, is a matter the discussion of which be- 
longs to a later stage. 

Sectio3S[ IV.— The Pbesent Location of Aryan (Rajput) 
Land-holding Communities 

There is one other subject which it is necessary to deal with 
before directly inquiring into the different forms of village. 
That the Aryan communities of land-holders should be confined 
to Upper India, and should especially be prominent in the 
Central Ganges Plain, as far as Bihar, is very natural ; but it is 
not so easily understood that the village groups and landlord 
estates of the Rajput domination or of Brahman possession do not 
occur in the sites in which the ancient settlements took place 
according to tradition and literature. Here and there the local 
belief suggests a settlement which has been more or less undis- 
turbed, but it is rare ; and in general the existing tribal and in- 
dividual villages are the result of later movements — most of them 
dating back to the Mughal or to the earlier Pathan conquests. 

Prom the earliest times the Aryan clans were subject to 
internecine fends and wars, and the spread of Buddhism cer- 
tainly tended to promote such quarrels. However much these 
two creeds may have existed side by side, religious differences 
formed at least the pretext of dynastic wars, and to these we must 
ascribe that repeated devastation and abandonment of the local 
kingdoms, and the reversion of cultivated tracts to jungle which 
is so noticeable a feature in the early legendary history of Upper 
India. And then came the Moslem invasions from the eleventh 
century and onwards. At no period did the Aryan princes make 
really common cause against the invaders ; but in general, if 
they did combine for a time, it was only to break out into 
hostility again, as soon as the immediate cause of danger passed 
by. Various tribes were then dispersed, and, driven from the 
domains directly occupied by the Moslems, they sought new 
homes in the further parts of Rajpiitana.^ Others took service 

^ The sort of dispersion that followed these local wars and invasions 
is well pictiired by the author of the Bajjputtma Gazetteer (i. 39), where 
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under the Emperors, and were encouraged or allowed to return 
in more scattered parties to the provinces where Aryan kingdoms 
had once flourished. The Himalayan districts, too, afibrded a 
refuge ; for the original petty chiefs of those localities, unable 
to combine and oppose the Eajput leaders, soon fell before their 
attack. 

The following local quotations, selected out of many, will 
better illustrate the subject than any further general observations. 
Take, for example, the Unao district of Oudh.^ Previous to 
the dawn of authentic ioistory,' says the writer, ^ we iind a trace 
of Eajput dominion. . . . But the Bise'th alone appear to have 
had any actual colonies, for they alone have left a distinct trace 
of the esta,tes they held ; the others appear to have merely ex- 
erted a nominal sovereignty over the aborigines.’ The real 
colonisers, the writer goes on to say, were the Eajpnts, who fled 
across the Ganges on their defeat by the Muhammadan (itori 
kings (end of the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries), and 
afterwards, those who, having entered the service of the Delhi 
Emperors, received grants of land, or took possession as adven- 
turers. 

In the northern part of Oudh (Bahraich and Gonda) we have 
the location of one of the great Buddhist centres. But the cities 
of Sravasti, Ivapilanagara, and others, perished. When, in a.d. 
410, Pa Hian, the Chinese pilgrim, visited the country, Sravasti 


he describes how the Ecljx')ut clans, ejected from the more fertile homes 
they had flrst selected, were pushed into the drier and less valuable 
parts of the present Eajput States, and into the hilly eoimtrj around 
Malwa above alluded to. ‘ When the dominant himilies of a elan lost 
their dominions in the fertile regions of the North-west, one part of the 
elan seems to have remained in the con<xuered country— here obtaining 
service and the landiordshi];) of scattered rtllages — while another part, 
probably the defeated chiefs, kinsmen, and followers, went off westward 
and carved out another, though much poorer, domiiiioii. . . . Having 
there made a settlement and built a city of refuge, each elan started on an 
interminable course of feuds and forays, striving to enlarge its bordei/s tit 
the cost of its neighbour. When the land grew too strait for the support 
of the chiefs family or of the increased clan, a band would assemble under 
some new leader and go forth to plant itself elsewhere.’ 

' Oudh Gas:etteei\ iii. 452. 
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was ill ruins and the country desolate ; and when Hwen Thsang- 
came (640 a.d.)^ it had still more hopelessly relapsed into forest.. 
Bhar and Tharii tribes ^ resumed possession ; and there is some 
historical evidence that in the eleventh century Sayyad Salar 
overthrew the Bhar chief Suhildeo.^ In A.D. 1226 we find a 
Moslem chief ^ overthrowing the accursed Bhartuh ' ; and it is 
not till 1 340-1450 that we find Ghatn leaders again establishing 
their colonies in the country. 

In the Gonda district, if early Aryans had ever established 
themselves, they must have disappeared. Ptolemy, writing 
in the second century,^ names the inhabitants Tanganoi,. 
who are apparently the Tangana of the Mahabharata, where 
they are mentioned as a tribe bringing a tribute of gold and 
horses to the King of Hastinapura. A king, apparently 
Brahmanical, named Vikramaditya, was then reigning at Sra- 
vasti. I have already mentioned how, two centuries later, 
Sravasti was in ruins. Some attempt was made — traditionally 
by Sombafisi Rajputs — to colonise, but the cultivation of the 
district dates from the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries.^ 

Mr, P. Carnegy, whose long residence in Oudh gave him 
ample opportunities of knowing the facts, has stated not only 
that the Bhar tribes held all the land in a great part of the 
cultivated districts, but that even the existing Aryan land-hold- 

‘ The Thftruheice appear as one of the aboriginal tribes ; but I should 
like to call attention to the suggestion (Gorakhpur District North-West 
Frovmces Gazetteer, vi. 357), that the Tharu may be really relics of an 
early Aryan clan, who were cut off when their brethren were expelled. 
If so, they must have become a very mixed race. Cf. p, 105 ante. 

The detail is given in Oudli Gazetteer, i. 111. 

MeCrindle’s Ftolemy, p. 210. It is suj>posed that the Tangana may 
survive in the Toiik Eiljputs, and in certain other clans. 

^ And, summing up the history of North Ouclh, Mr. Benett writes 
{S, B. Go7idd, § 17, p. 6) : * Here, as in the South, the internecine wars 
waged by the neighbouring Chatri clans, and, perhaps still more, the bloody 
rivalry of the Brahman and the Buddhist, had resulted in the complete 
collapse of the old Hindu power, and, here as there, the forest gained on the 
cultivated plain ; a scanty population was ruled by the representatives of 
the aboriginal stocks ; the country fell an easy prey to the Muhammadans, 
and the Hindu system only revived at the commencement of the four- 
teenth century with an immigration of Chatris from the South-west.’ 
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ing families are of mixed descent! Speaking of the absence of 
any marks of a contiimoiis Aryan occupation dating back from 
ancient times, he says : ' I can refer to the histories of many now 
land-hokling Rajput clans . . . but none of these declare the 
arriyal of an army of clansmen and colonisation by the victors, 
with their families and kin. . . . The Oudli clans, who claim an 
extra-provincial origin, trace their descent to single Ohatris and 
not to troops of invaders. Such are the Beds of Baiswilra ^ and 
the B/jf/Immar,' After ennmei’ating some other locally well- 
known clans, he shows how their origin is lost, oris traditionally 
attributed to mothers of the Aliir md Bha/r (non- Aryan) race. 
‘ Here,’ he concludes, speaking of the P?dv‘ar clan, ^ we have a 
Hindii-Bhar origin freely admitted.’ 

Thronglioiit the North-West Peovixces similar testimony 
can be collected. The Rajput settlements now known are almost 
all the result of later movements of small bodies or clans ; and 
frequently originated in individual adventure and in royal grants 
to settlers in available waste tracts. Indeed, it is worthy of 
remark that in so many of the districts of the North-West 
Provinces the Rajput proprietary bodies are locally called, not 
Rajput, but ^ TlidJmr ’ (lord or baron), implying that their original 
position was that of local lords. Throughout the districts we 
find that Rajput clans or single adventurers came to the ]dace 
when driven from other provinces by the Muhammadan conquest. 
The great movement appears to have followed the overthrow of 
the Hindu kingdoms of Delhi, Ajmer, and Kanauj, in the twelfth 
century. 

As a somew'hat curious instance I will refer to Mr. Wilton 
Oldham’s account of the Ghazipur district.® After remarking 
on the non-appearance of any general ancient or primeval settle- 
ment of Aryan tribes, and that the present higher caste tenures 
(villages held by co-sliaring families) are of comparatively 
modern origin, Mr. Wilton Oldham goes on to say : ‘ With re- 

^ In a paper in the Jcnmial of the Bengal Asiatic Socieig, xlv. SOQ- 
S02, as quoted in G. Oppert, p. 45. 

The Bais are descendents of Enja Tilokehand ; there are other castes 
of this designation, but not so descended. 

® Memoirs of the Ghdsipur District, -g, 67 ff. This is one of the 
■districts of the old Benares Province. 
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gard to the manner in which the Hindus supplanted the abori- 
gines/’ the traditions are entitled to some credit, because they 
often partake of the nature of evidence against interest, or, as it 
is sometimes called, self-disserving evidence. Tradition gene- 
rally represents the Hindu” as coming first a solitary adven- 
turer, and taking service with an aboriginal chief, as gradually 
increasing in influence, and gathering round him his kindred 
and other adherents, till at last, on the evidence of some real or 
fancied indignity, lie throws off the yoke of dependence, murders 
his employer, and makes himself master of his estates.” There 
is nothing to be proud of in such a method of acquiring property, 
and the Rfqpnt and Bkilmhdr tvihes are often chary of making 
known their traditions till interrogated by some one who has 
heard them from some other source. . . Here we have not 
only a case of individual foundation of estates, but also the late 
date is implied: no signs of any original Aryan invasion en 
nume appear. 

In another part of the country — the Banda district — where 
the Rajputs are called Thakur, I find it mentioned that at the 
time of the first Bintish Settlement as much as two-thirds of the 
district was in the hands of Thakurs, and one-fifth in that of 
Brahmans. The Settlement officer’s remark that Hlie land 
was in possession of the tribes which had occupied it for cen- 
tux’ies’ merely means ^ for perhaps six hundred years,’ when 
the Ghandela clan were overthrown by the Chanhand 

I must specially allude to the case of the Farukhabad dis- 
trict, because in this, the ancient city of Kanauj was an impor- 
tant centre — apparently for long periods, if not always — of the 
Brahmanic Hindus.- Here we find one of the exceptional cases 
in which, at least in the northern part of the district, old Aryan 
settlers, possibly never removed, are found. 

^ S. B. Banda (1881), p. 81, and see p. 61 as to the earlier Thakur 
clans. See also S, E. Fatilipur (1878), x)p* 9, 10 ; B. B, Alldhdhad (1878), 
p. 49, for similar accounts of Eajpiit re- settlement in the t^velfth and 
fourteenth centuries. 

- Kanauj, on the Gauges, was still a great city in Hwen Thsang’s time, 
and was still such at the date of the Ghaznevide invasions, 1018 a.d. Ea- 
Hian mentions (fifth century) that the whole country from Mathura 
up to the Panjilh was then Brahmamcai; and we know that a Gupta 
dynasty lasted in Kanauj from 315 b.c. to 275 a,d. 
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Further north, in the Doab districts, the location of the Aryan 
villages has been a good deal interfered with b j the invasion 
■of Jat and Gujar tribes! 

To conclude with some of the Rohilkhand districts, Shahjahan- 
pur ^ affords a t 3 rpical instance. The Thakur clans are strong, 
especially in Pargana Jalfilabad. Here no less than fifty-four 
clans are found ; the Report specifies seventeen of the principal, 
of which I will only mention the Gcctihfm, with 8,55e5 members, 
CandelCt about 6,000, and the smaller bodies, e.g, the Tnmm\ 
numbering only 728. But none date back beyond the fourteenth 
century ; and there was a settlement of the Katheriycl tribe as 
late as the sixteenth.^ It is also remarked that though, until 
comparatively recently, the Thaknrs were the principal land- 
owners, ^ they wei’e the dominant class, but never formed the 
bulk of the population.’ 

I shall conclude these observations with an extract regarding 
the Bareli district, bordering on Oiidh, as it contains a quotation 
which suitably summarises what I have been attempting to 
explain.^ In this district Mr. Moens gives an account of each 
of the Rajput tribes, beginning with the lldhfor, who came to the 
northern parganas^ as clearers of the jungle, some ten genera- 
tions back. All of them are, in fact, comparatively late historic 
arrivals. ‘ Thus/ he says, ‘ all the chief tribes in every part of 
the district of Bareli concur in stating that on theii* arrival they 
found no Rajput tribes. The previous occupants are always 


^ There is a good account of the matter, which is too long to quote, in 
CadelVs S. B., 3Iuzaffamagar District (Ganges Canal Tract'), p. 24. 

" S. B. ShlJiJahnijJiir (1874), § 45, j). 24. There are also some good re- 
marks about the effect of marriage alliances in bringing about a dispersion 
of small groups of different clans, because all were exoganioiis, and 
husbands of another clan must be sought for all the daughters. 

^ The KatJjeni/d were a powerful clan, who first established them- 
selves in the twelfth centurv in this part of the country, so tliat it was 
called KatJier.' There is a full account of their traditions in S, .2?. Burrell 
(1874), p. 23 ff. In the thirteenth century w’e find them in eonllici 
with the Moslems; but they w^ere not thoroughly, defeated till the reign 
of Akbar. The most probable account seems to be that they were n 
mixed race, possibly connected with the original Aryan rulers of the 
Boiar line in Oudh. 

8, R, Bareli (1874), pp. 20, 21. 
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either AMt^ BJmmhdr, or Bhll, or else the land is unoccupied 
jungle. . . ^ He concludes by quoting Mr. (now Sir 0. A.) 

Elliott’s Ghronieles of Undo, an Oudh district, in a passage which 
he says is ^ exactly supported by the state of things in Bareli ’ : 

‘ "When the Aryan ^ race invaded the Gangetic Valley and the 
Solar chiefs settled in Ayodhya, the natural resource for the 
aborigines would be to fly to the hills and And refuge in the im- 
penetrable fastnesses girded about with the deadly Tarai, the 
malarious country at the foot of the hills. ... It has been before 
remarked that the mythic legends leave no impression of a large 
subject population existing in Oudh, but rather of a vast solitude 
inhabited by a scanty race employed in pasturing cattle* The scene 
before us at the fall of the historic curtain is an uninhabited forest 
country and a large colony of Sfirajbansl occupying Ayodhya as 
their capital. When the curtain rises again, we And Ayodhya 
destroyed, the Surqjhansi utterly vanished and a great extent of 
country ruled over by aborigines called Cert^ in the far East, Bhar 
in the Centre, and Edj-Pasi in the West. This great revolution 
seems to be satisfactorily explained by the conjecture that the Bhar, 
Cent, &c., were the aborigines whom the Aryans had driven to the 
hills, and who, swarming down from thence, overwhelmed the Aryan 
civilisation not only in Sahetaand the other Northern towns, but in 
Ayodhya itself, drove the Surajbansl under Kanak Sen to emigrate 
to distant Gujarat,’^ and spread over the country between the 
Himalaya and that spur of the Vindhyan range that passes through 
the south of Mirzapur.’ 

The view explained in this extract seems to me to be very true 
in general ; but I venture to think that, though there were great 
tracts of forests uncleared, and though the original population 
may have been found in detached kingdoms or scattered groups, 
the total amount of it was much less scanty than is supposed.^ 

^ This tradition is eiirions, because each one of the tribes named 
is possibly a mixed race (more or less) of early Aryan connection, as we 
have seen. 

- Olivonicles of Undo, p. 27. 

® In Upper Western India. Here (tradition says) they founded a city 
and kingdom at Dwarka, and possibly originated the Katlieriyd clan 
who afterwards settled in Bai’eli (p. 126, ante). 

See ante, p. 84 if. 
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But more especially there is no necessity, but rather the contrary, 
for assuming quite so much ' flight to the hills ’ ; for the Solar 
princes and their army could only have taken the rule, and 
established a military supremacy. Why should the inhabitants 
have fled at all ? The conquerors would have hardly been 
anxious to drive out the inhabitants, at the risk of causing a 
famine ; they would rather have been under the necessity of 
conciliating them, at least so far as to leave them in a position 
to caltivate and raise crops, without which the Aryan armies 
and the Court could not have been supported for long. The 
rekirn of the aborigines is spoken of as ‘ in swarms ’ ; had they 
fled to the hills as a very scanty and defeated body, which is the 
hypothesis, it is hardly likely that they would have thriven there 
so as to multiply exceedingly before their return, and thus acquire 
a force against the Aryans which originally they did not possess. 
I believe, as a matter of fact, that the traditional evidence we have 
points far more to the Aryan clans coming as a distinctly limited 
and ruling class, and that they subdued and came to terms with 
the ‘ aborigines,’ who were already settled in the more open parts 
of the country, but left them vezy much as they were, while for 
a time cultivation extended and families of mixed blood multi- 
plied so long as the Aryans maintained their supremacy. Such 
of the ^ aborigines ’ as fled at all were either the immediate 
followers of chiefs defeated in battle, or particular clans who 
preferred a jungle life of independence to submitting to the 
Aryan dominion ; the traditional evidence does not, however, 
suggest any extensive fighting with the aborigines at all. When, 
therefore, the Aryan rulers in their scattered forts and urban 
centres of rule were in turn destroyed by their own internecine 
contests, rather than by any revolt of the ^ natives,' there was 
no need of any extensive movement to re-establish the BJufr, 
Seon, PasI, and other tribes, in independent possession of the 
soil. These, however, were unable long to maintain a govern- 
ment, and therefore fell before the Rajput chiefs on their 
return, and, I suspect, not unfreqiiently gladly accepted their 
renewed xmle and protection. 

Eroni what has already been said of the Pan jab, we are 
prepared to find hardly any definite traces of an ancieid Aryan 



129 


ETIINOGRAPinCAL CONSIDEEATIONS 

domination^ No doubt some of the older races may be derived 
from a mixed Aryan stock, and this may be true in spite of the 
present profession of Islam and the consequent tendency to 
assert descent from Muhammadan ancestors. So, too, the line 
between Eajput and Jat is here exceptionally difficult to draw; 
but still there are admittedly Rajput communities ; I hardly, 
however, know of one in the plains that does not itself assert a 
comparatively late location. Around Delhi, for instance, the 
Rajputs are connected with the Tumdr (or TimioCtr) and Qatiiidn ; 
both of whom are ^ Agnilntld ’ clans, and confessedly long subse- 
quent to the original invasion. The Bhcbttl (this is the Panjab 
form of the name, which is Blmtl in Eajputana) now trace their 
settlement to a body which emigrated to Pindi-Bhattiah (Guj~ 
ranwala district) from an earlier home in Bhattiana or Bhatner. 
Near the Salt Range, Jcmjhud settlements are found — possibly 
the relics of a local dominion ; but the tradition they themselves 
have is that they are of Bahtor origin, coming originally from 
Eajputana. In the Western plains, the Sidl are a late arrival ; 
they claim to be Pitnwdr Rajputs who moved westwards to the 
Jhang district, and formerly to Sialkot, which derives its name 
from them, during the first half of the eighteenth century. 
Almost the only traditionally cvricient Aryan relics are to be 
found in the Kangra Hills, and possibly in the Salt Range tract 
of the North Panjab. 

^ There are in the Kangril Hills some families of Katoeh chiefs who 
are really ancient, and assert that they are older than either the Solar or 
Lunar princes. It is quite possible that they may be vestiges of the 
earlier Aryan movements. In the North-western Panjab, the Cih’ 
Rajputs, who still retain a number of villages (Gujrat district) claim a 
similar antiquity, and are believed to be a branch of the Katoeh, See as 
to the Puranic tradition p. 97, a7ite. 
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OHAPTEE IV 

CUSTOMS BBGABDim LAND-HOLDING OBSBBVHD AMONG 
THE NON-ABYAN EACES 

Section I. — The Tibeto-Bubman Group 

In this group we naturally include the population of Burmaj 
and in that province we are at no loss to trace characteristic 
customs. But in India the tribes referable to the same group 
seem to have been confined to the province of Assam, and to the 
north-eastern part of Bengal ; and the customs affecting land 
which can be more or less distinctively ascribed to them are 
but few. While the Tibetan element is thus limited in the 
plains, it has extended more widely in the hill and sub-montane 
country. It has certainly formed the basis of the agricultural 
population, all along the outer Himalayan districts, from Darjee- 
ling as far as Kashmir. How far these are immigrant people com- 
ing from the north-east end of the range, and slowh^ advancing 
westward, and how far they have filtered, so to speak, directly 
through the hills from the Tibet plateau, it is impossible to say. 
Travellers will remember that beyond the Hills of Chauiba and 
the Upper Sutlej Valle}^, and beyond the British districts of 
Kangra and Kulfi, they come to Ladakh, Spiti, and other 
districts with a distinctly Tibetan population ; and it is quite 
likely that Tibetan chiefs and Tibetan tribes may have formerly 
extended their rule through the hill districts, apart from any 
north-eastern immigration. Certain it is that the Khasa or 
Khasiya people found all along 'the range are of Tibetan origin,^ 
and that other mixed races, improved by a strain of Aryan blood, 

See pp. B9, 87, ante. The central districts about Xumaon were for- 
merly called ‘ Khasdes ’ from this feature. 
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have mucli the same origin. Probably other races than Aryan 
m.ay have made conquests in these hills. Nevertheless, we have 
some traditions and customs which seem to be indigenous and 
belong, at least, to non- Aryan tribes. In the first place, there is 
a tradition (both in Kumaon and Kangra) that the Hindu Eajas 
were preceded by petty local chiefs (evidently Tibetan) who had 
no centralized government, and so fell an easy prey to the Eajput 
chieftains.^ 

Speaking first of the hill districts, the absence of village- 
communities and the artificial formation of estates and villages, 
have already been alluded to ; but the fact, justly as I think it 
may be ascribed to the physical conditions of settlement, is not 
entirely independent of other causes. It is a matter of racial I 
custom that joint holding is not recognised. In Kumaon, as in | 
Kangra, all the family holdings are separate and independent. J 
A few holdings may be grouped together, but that is not the k 
same thing as a ‘ village community.’ ^ The case is just the 
same with the Simla Hill States (under their Hindu chiefs), 
where no artificial village groups have been formed. ‘There are 

^ See the Kumaon Collected Be^oris, p. 164, and cf. Lyall’s Kangra 
S* B. § 79, pp. 106, 107. I have already noticed the Katoch chiefs, who 
may really be relics of some previous early Aryan settlement. The 
same is true of the Katora chiefs in Kumaon. In this latter case there is 
a definite tradition that the early conquerors were again defeated by local 
princes ; but finally the local rule was destroyed by the Ealput princes of 
the Ohand line, whose success is held to date from about the twelfth 
century. In general the Kajput chiefs date fiom the time when the 
Moslem invasions disturbed the Hindu kingdoms of the plains. Tlirough- 
out these hills, it is quite possible that there may have been an early and 
local domination by Aryan chiefs, who after a time disappeared, and who 
were only at the date of the Moslem conquest replaced by more com- 
pletely Hindu successors of the same race. 

^ For the Kumaon tenures see Collected Bejjorts, pp. 129, ISO, 132, 
28B, 329. See also Lyall’s Kangra S, B. p. 62, which also contains 
some interesting tables showing how far the foreign element is repre- 
sented among the land-holding classes. Thus we find Brahmans represent 
18 per cent, of the land-holders : pure Eajputs only 6 per cent. ; Eajputs 
of the second grade (i.e. partly mixed), 15 per cent. ; the more completely 
mixed races — superior (Jildras, Thakar, Eathi, and Kanet— 37 per cent. ; 
inferior Qudra, 19 per cent. ; tribes outside caste altogether, 2 per cent. 

AJl who have become Hindus adopt the joint succession, so that each farm 
will often be shared between relatives (average two shares to a holding). 

K 2 
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no village communities/ writes Colonel Wace ; ^ each, squatter held 
direct of the State. ... To this day a land-holder (mminclajf — 
the term is used only in the literal sense) will speak of holding 
his pcdtd, i.e. grant or lease from the Eaja. The holdings are 
aggregated in circuits called bhr/j mainly for revenue and ad- 
ministrative purposes.’ ^ 

In the inner ranges of the Kangra district we have, however, 
an interesting survival which has apparently come down itn- 
changed, in that remote locality, from old times. In certain 
KofJiis (old administrative divisions) of Bangahal, the dwellings 
are in clusters on the hill-side wherever there is space enough, 
and shelter, and a supply of water. The cultivation is provided 
for by taking up such patches or larger areas in the vicinity as 
can be terraced or made into fields. Each such area is called 
sir, and every household has a holding called its vfmd ; this 
implies a right to an equal portion in every sir attached to the 
group. But these several plots are not, therefore, divided into 
as many fields as there are households. To ensure equality, each 
^Jand is held to consist of several small plots situated in every 
corner of the slrd When any patch of cultivation is destroyed by 
a landslip or other mountain accident, the custom is to redivide by 
lot what remains.^ These vand were not ancestral shares of a 
family, for the households in the hamlet were independent, and 
not even of the same stock. Possibly, however, in ancient times 
they may have had something of the character of clan or tribal 
allotments. On the death of the holder, the vand was not divided 
among his sons : the youngest son stayed at home to succeed his 
father; the eldest and other sons went to the chief's army or to 
service, or started new households and obtained their vand else- 
where, In the Kulu subdivision a very similar custom is still 
noticeable. I must add also Sir J. B. LyalFs own comment on 
this custom.^ 

^Such a tenure/ he says, M believe to have prevailed from very 
ancient times in the countries far back in the Himalayas which 
border Tibet, or have at one time or another been included in that 

^ Waee’s Simla S. B. 1883, § 8. 

- Lyall’s Kangra S. B. p. 35. The lots are cast {phoghi) with dried 
goats’-droppings duly marked. 
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empire. Every family or liouseholder bad its bolding or share of 
one ; but such bolding is not in the shape of an ancestral or custom- 
ary ^ share of the fields round the hamlet, but rather in the shape of 
an arbi trary allotment from the arable land of the whole country. . , . 
All the arable lands seem to have been divided into lots, each lot 
being of presumably equal value, and calculated to be sufficient to 
provide subsistence for one household! 

After mentioning that in the course of time lots became un- 
equal, and new plots were added on from the reclaimed waste, 
and by sales, &c., the author continues : 

^ The original of it seems to be that each head of a household was 
entitled in return for rent, tax, or service due from him to the State 
or Commonwealth [might we not say as a member of the tribe or 
clan — in the stage probably then prevalent ?] to a lot or share of 
arable land sufficient to support one household. No man wanted 
more land than this, as, shut in by these high mountains, land was 
a means of subsistence, not a source of wealth. The lot being calcu- 
lated to su pport only one family was not meant to be divided, and, 
with the house bo whiph it was originally attached, was handed down 
unchanged from generation to generation. If a holder had several 
sons, those who wished to marry and live apart would have to look 
out for separate lots, and the paternal house and land would pass to 
one son only, ’ ^ 

When the earliest Rajas established their rule in Kulu, they 
superimposed on this system one that recalls the arrange- 

^ In making this reference to ‘ ancestral ’ and ‘ customary ’ shares, the 
author is thinking of the principles which are found to govern the sharing 
in the joint- villages of the plains. It will be noticed that he refers to 
Kulu as probably at one time belonging to Tibet, just as some of the inner 
districts do to this day. This would of course give a more directly Tibetan 
origin to custom than the mere fact of the ethnic connection of the 
Khasiya and other hill people with the Tibetan ethnic stock, which is 
what I have chiefly relied on. 

* A very similar custom prevailed in Kulu. In this valley, as else- 
where, the right in the soil having been assumed by the Eajas, the private 
right or idea of hereditary ownership is now centred in the family house ; 
and the Kulu saying is ‘ zamm Bai kl, gJiar hai M ’ (‘ The land is 
the Raja’s, the house is the father’s ’) (S. B, p. 120). The adoption of 
the Persian word zamm in this proverb shows that it only dates back to 
times when the Moslem languages had to a certain extent influenced the 
speech of India and penetrated to the hills. 
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nients we shall describe in Assam. The system was known as 
jeold-bmidi, and consisted in dividing the agricultural population 
into classes— one that was liable to military service and the other 
to menial service. The holder of land in the former class was 
allowed a portion of his land free of taxes (harto-jeold) in return 
for his service , while for the rest he paid revenue (MnsiU-jeold), 
The menial holdings were known as catiy and paid no revenue, 
except the labour or services required. 

At present we have no other information about Himalayan 
tenures. Naipid would be doubtless an interesting sphere of 
inquiry, but it is not a very accessible one ; and I have found 
no specific information about the small portion of British terri- 
tory around Darjeeling. 

Leaving the Himalayan districts, we next turn to Assam, 
where we find some races of Tibeto-Burman stock almost 
unchanged, especially in the hill country; while the valley 
population, originally of the same ethnical character, has become 
much mixed and subject to Hindu religious and other influences. 
The Hindu system of caste and religion, in fact, completely dis- 
placed the earlier Buddhism, which itself must have been a foreign 
importation. The local dialect, Assamese, is a comparatively 
recent modification of BengMi. Local Haditions, and. even 
written records, exist. From time to time the names of kings 
are capable of verification. From the remains of ancient temples, 
and still more ancient fortified cities of great extent, it is evident 
that traditional history is so far correct in asserting the existence 
of organised States from a remote period. And then came a 
time when Aryan or semi-Aiyan chiefs had extended their 
dominion from the Ganges Valley as far as the western portion 
of Assam. The Aryan names, Kamrup, Brahmaputra, and others 
similar, are relics of this contact. It is fairly certain that Assam 
w’as anciently divided into several, or many, small kingdoms, and 
that after the time of Buddha, the Westeim kings adopted the 
Buddhist faith. ^ As might be expected, the western districts 

^ This is doubtless referred to when the Amals (written by Brahman 
authors) speak of the kings as Asttra or Ddnava, terms applied to 
‘ heretics.’ A good account of ancient kss&m will be found in the 
Calcutta Beview, xlv. 510, reprinted in 1884, This is followed by a 
further article about the ancient religion, which is more speculative in 
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are often found united under one ruler, wkose sway extended as 
far westwards as Bihar or even Gorakhpur on the confines of 
Oudh. These Buddhist princes felt the effect of the Brahmanic 
struggle for ascendency and were ultimately overthrown! 

A distinction appears to have been early recognised between 
the west (Kmnruf) and the north and north-eastern part of 
the valley (UUarhol), It was the latter that was most thoroughly 
Tibeto-Bunnan as regards its population. One of the most 
important immigrations was that of the Boro (or Bada) tribe, ^ 
which had several subdivisions. A Boro kingdom existed near 
the modern Sadiya. The Mec and KdcCiri tribes, who will 
presently be mentioned, are probably branches of this race. 
The name ^ Assam ’ {Asmi) is most probably traceable to (the 
Boro) low or level country ; while the Boro word 

for water (clai or di) has remained in the names of rivers — e.g. 
Baidumg (the Dihong of the maps). Under the Boro rule 
^ tradition states that the country was thickly populated, and 
reached a high state of civilisation. It was divided for the 
purposes of Government administration into numerous districts ; 
and the executive consisted of a body politic, selected from the 
most wealthy and respected men in each division. The King 
exercised but a nominal control over the deliberative assemblies.’ ^ 

character, and the chronology is confusing. The name of King Bhagadatta, 
well known in literature, figures largely; he was a Buddhist, but his 
successors became Hindus in the ninth century. 

^ It is curious to observe how the traditions represent the oppressed 
Buddhists as seeking refuge through the hills as far west as Kashmir ; 
and, at least at one time, we hear of a prince ruling over Kashmir leading 
an army into Assam. There are scattered remnants of these once ruling 
houses still existing under the name of the Kultd or KuUtd caste. 
A certain number, now Hindus, are in the Assam Valley. But two small 
colonies made their way to South-western Bengal, which has been a refuge 
ground to several tribes. One is now in the Native State of Bonaigarh, 
the other in the Sambaipur district of the Central Provinces. The name 
Ktdita is supposed by some to mean h^dd (family), itd (gone or lost) ; but 
these Sanskritic derivations are open to not a little suspicion. 

“ In Bengal and Assam the ‘ 6 ’ is generally the result of the dialectic 
pronunciation of the ‘ a ’ in the Sanskritic alphabets. Thus Bhagadatta 
is pronounced Bhogodott, and accordingly so written by some authors. 

Quoted from the article referred to above. Perhaps we might put it 
in a little less ‘ modern ’ administrative form if we said that the comitry 
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It seems characteristic of Tibeto-Burman races that they have 
a number of separate local chiefs, who in many cases have no 
cohesion and no centralised control, so that in the course of 
time they fall under the dominion of some conquering prince. 
And even then the sovereign seems always to act in concert 
with a council of the chiefs. Thus in Naipal to the present day 
there is a State Council of twelve nobles! The old Barman 
State had also its Elut-daio or council of chiefs, and we ma}' 
well suppose its origin in a tribal form of government.^ Nor 
was the rule of these north-eastern tribes confined only to the 
upper pai't of Assam, for as late as the fourteenth century, 
when the last of the Hindu dynasties was overthrown before the 
Muhammadan King of Gaur (Bengal), we find ailihc tribe ruling 
in Goalpara, and also tribes of Koc or Kile. Their rule was 
destroyed in the end of the fifteenth century. The memory 
of it still survives in the little State of KuC’-hiM/i\ in North- 
eastern Bengal The Kuo still form the chief constituent in the 
population of the Western Dwar districts, though at the time 
of the British occupation of that country they had fallen under 
the oppression of their neighbours, the Bhfitiyd, The Mec tribe 
also musters strongly in the district of Goalpara. Of the Kdodri 
we shall hear subsequeutly. But while these tribes were still 
ruling, an energetic race — as it must once have been — the 
Ahmi or Ahum,^ was making rapid progress. They established 

was, as so often observed, divided into districts or areas, probably con- 
nected with the clan-divisions or, clan -chiefs’ jurisdictions, and that the 
elders and wealthier men formed councils for the control of internal 
affairs, while a Idng or head chief had a general supremacy. 

^ The Gorkha rulers of Naipfil were Aryan (or semi- Aryan) conquerors. 
They would doubtless, however, find it politic to adopt local or indigenous 
forms of administration. 

“ At one time in the early Assam history we hear of a rulership of the 
Bdra-bliidyd^ which fnay only mean ‘ twelve chiefs,’ during a time when 
the supremacy of a king had been destroyed by war. Others have sup- 
posed the term to refer to the temporary rule of a race called BMdnyd— 
one of the many Dra vidian races, relics of which, with this name, are 
still found in some parts of Eastern India. The matter is, however, too 
uncertain to call for further notice. 

It is sometimes said that Assam {Amm) derives its name from 
^ Aham ; ’ but the derivation is unlikely ; though the local dialect would 
easily soften an -s into an it is held that the contrary change here 
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tHeiii selves at first in the extreme north-east; but it is im- 
possible to fix a date for their arrival, which indeed was probably 
gradual. They nltiiiiately extended their rule over the whole 
valley, and about the thirteenth century we begin to have some-^ 
thing like an historic record. The Aham princes were able to 
withstand the Muhammadan power : their rule, in fact, lasted 
down to our own timesd The race was completely non- 
Aryan, but their princes ended by adopting Hinduism ; not, 
however, till the close of the sixteenth century. The Aham 
still number some 180 , 000 , though now mingled with other 
castes.^ Prom an early time they had a king, and a number of 
‘ nobles ’ who bore distinctive titles. It is stated in most of the 
accounts of Assam that I have seen, that the Raja as conqueror 
assumed the right in the soil of his dominions ; but this does 
not appear to me necessarily to be inferred from the facts. The 
King had, however, other and far more curious pretensions, 
which seem characteristic of Tibeto-Burmans. He organised the 
whole of the subject-population into groups, so that he mighc 
exact military service, labour, and supplies, from all, rather than 
demand an over-lord rent from the soil, which, as cultivation 
was extremely sparse, would have been less profitable.^ The 
grouping was carried out in this way. Every male above 
sixteen years of age was designated a pdih. Each group of 
three formed a got — observe the adopted Aryan term for a 


requisite, would be dialectically impossible. Altogether, the Boro name 
given above (p. 185) is more probable. 

^ As usual with such dynasties, the end was brought about by intestine 
decay and family feuds. The interference of the Burman sovereign was 
invoked by one of the rivals, and the Burman rule, one of great cruelty, 
was for a short time established. As it is graphically expressed in a peti- 
tion presented by certain inhabitants to the British Government, ‘ the 
country fell into the hands of the Burmans, and the people into twelve 
kinds of fire ’ (Mill’s Report on Asmm). The Burmans were driven out 
by the British in 1824. 

The whole population consists of Almm, Euc, Meg, KdcdT% Cutiyd^ 
and a considerable admixture of Hindus from the west. Sir W. Hunter 
observes that the ‘ Assamese ’ are by no means strict in caste ideas, and 
that intermarriages are common. 

Not that he took no revenue from the land ,* only it was not the chief 
thing as it was elsewhere. 
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family or minor clan. One person in eacli got was always to be 
available for service, not only in the army, but in supplying 
carriage, collecting wood and grass, and, if a craftsman, con- 
tributing of bis handiwork ; or he could be called on to aid in 
executing public works. TJie Aham rulers left abundant traces 
of their zeal in providing tanks for irrigation, as well as other 
monuments. It will be observed that this obligation to service 
was not serfdom; there were large bodies, probably of the 
^ inferior ’ and conquered tribes, who were actually serfs or 
slaves, and were employed in the cultivation of lands to which 
they were attached — lands held by the Eaja or his chiefs, or by 
the religious grantees, who became numerous when the princes 
adopted Hinduism. In order to facilitate supervision and to 
ensure the due rendering of the service, the got were further 
aggregated into larger bodies called Mel : 20 got went to a 
It became the practice for the several Mel to subdivide their 
duty ; one undertaking the supply of wood and grass, another 
of fruit and betel-nuts, and so on ; so that it became customaiy 
to speak of ‘ the 'wood and grass Mel,’ the betel-nut Mel, &c. 
The /AeZ-service could be assigned : e.g, to the King’s wife, or to 
a relative. And when land was granted to a Brahman, the 
service of certain hhel was granted with it, besides the serfs 
belonging to the land.^ The working population, thus organised, 

^ The terms used are modern dialectic forms which, perhaps, once had 
older indigenous equivalents, just as we find the Ivol, Gond, and other 
races now using, in connection with their own customs and institutions, 
terms which they borrowed from the Hindi, The use of the term hhel is 
somewhat remarkable, but perhaps it is only a coincidence of form. It 
may be compared with the Santill and Kolarian term hllJ for a sub-division 
of a tribe. There is a Persian word Mel, which properly means a troop 
of horsemen and then a tribe. This uiay have gained currency in India. 
On the north-west frontier the village groups are called 6’ /-—sections 
of tribes. In Benir the term Mwl was formerly used in connection with 
joint famil}^ holdings. 

- It may be worth while to notice that this method of obtaining 
supplies for the Court was not unknown to the Aryan princes. Li Manu 
(vii, 118) we hear of the Eaja assigning to certain district ofiicdals as their 
perquisite ‘ such food, drink, wood, and other articles as by law should be 
given each day to the King by the inhabitants of a village.’ It is also 
noticeable that in the Simla Hill States, and, indeed, thi’oughout the 
hill country, certain of the lower castes had to give a certain munber of 
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was subject to a corresponding series of officials. Oyer eacli 
lihel was a Bard; over 100 got (i,e, b Miel) was a Scdhjd; and 
over 1,000 got was a RazdrL In order to provide for the 
support of the people, each was allowed a plot of land for 
his house and garden (bdrl) : on this only a small ‘ hearth-tax ’ was 
payable annually. Each also held a small allotment of arable 
land (called goamaMi^ said to mean ‘ body-land ■’) amounting to 
about 2| acres, which was held free of charge.^ 

I have not been able to trace any similiar organisation under 
the kings of Burma. But the latter were sometimes of Aryan 
descent, and the historical conditions were different. A nearly 
similar organisation was, however, imposed on the Kuc and Meg 
tribes by the conquering Bhutiyd in the West Dwars. The 
individual holdings of land (there called jof) ■were made to pay 
land-revenue ; each small cluster of houses was headed by a 
'pmclhdn. Over several of these groups was a skjcma? Over 
these, again, was a local collector ; and finally a chief of the 
district aided by a deputy. 

In the Cachar district of Assam we are introduced to an 
interesting variety of the ~kliel system. Cachar is now known 
principally as a district of tea-planters ; its native population is 
miscellaneous, largely made up of settlers from the hill country 
around it. It fell under the dominion of a ruling house of the 
Kdgdri tribe as late as the eighteenth century.'’^ One of the 

days’ unpaid labour {beg dr), Mid, at the harvest, special offerings of maize,!' 
&c,, to the Raja, independently of the regular revenue dues. The ohliga- * 
tion to work and service was, in fact, imposed by many conquering rulers - 
in India, in one form or another ; the demand being, as a rule, confined : 
to the lower-castes or out-castes. It was carried to great lengths in 
Kashmir, as the recent account of the country by Mr, Walter Law- ' 
reiice shows. Cf. also H. E. Seebohm, The Structure of Greek Tribal 
Society (MacmiUan, 1895), p, 115 ff, showing similar customs among the 
ancient Greeks, the Persians, and even the Israelites. 

^ It is said that the goamatti was neither hereditary nor alienable, 
and that it was regarded as the property of the State or ruler. 

The reader will note these terms as reappearing in Kumaon, where 
the x^opulation was so largely Tibeto-Burman in origin. 

I may repeat that the Mec^ Euc, and Kdcdri are believed to be 
branches of one tribe. Indeed, it has been thought that the term Kuo 
was only invented to distinguish those Kdcdri who adopted orthodox 
Hinduism. The Kdcdri families dominated at one time a considerable 
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Eajas became a Hindu by tlie process, not unknown elsewliere, 
of placing kimself and his son in the body of a cow made out of 
copper ; of course they became ‘ JRa^hcmsl^ or ^ Royal ’ Hindus, 
and claimed rank as Rajputs. The Kacjl/d kingdom, as usual in 
this group, included a number of chiefs under the Raja (called 
in the books Bar-mmi, perhaps bmwnanm = great man). The 
land-holders were grouped into 1:1161^ and the Raja had the right 
to demand seryice and supplies for the royal household, from the 
Miels. As, however, the kingdom was a new one, it was obliged 
to deal gently with the cultivators. By that time the neigh- 
bouring province of Bengal had long been paying the State- 
revenue in cash, and doubtless this example was followed in 
Cachar. For this purpose each khel formed a jointhi res^misihle 
body, the responsibility being, for a lump sum, assessed on the 
JiJiel as a unit or whole. A headman called mtiJMdr (agent) 
was appointed to each, and a number of hhel united had a rd/- 
mtikJitdr, or superior representative, with the State officials,^ and 
the group of Idiel so represented formed a ny or rdij. The 
joint responsibility for the revenue was in fact a measui^e of 
protection against internal inquisition by petty officers of the 
State, with their frequent opportunities of levying fees on indi- 
viduals, A lump sum, whetlier high or low, was (necessarily) 
fixed, and, on the official representative producing that, there was 
much less pretext for further interference. The responsibility 
was worked by means of a custom called gliasmvaf. If anyone 
failed to pay, unless some richer neighbour would m^ke good 
the arrear and take over the land, the wdiole body contributed 
the amount and took the land. If a whole khel failed, then the 
fdj was answerable and took over the village land. It is quite 
certain that the system had nothing to do with joint-ownership 

portion of Assam ; and the district which now distinctively bears their 
name could only have been a lately occupied southern territory taken 
when the tribes began to be pressed by other competitors. The earlier 
kingdom extended much more into the hili country. The last Kucfrri 
Ba^ja died in 1830 without heirs, and the country became an escheat to, 
the British Grovernment, The neighbouring state of Tiperah {Tripura) 
has still a ruler of Kfimri descent. 

^ These names of course are i>urely modern. Mukhtur is the ordinary 
Persian word for an agent or attorney. 
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such as exists in a North Indian village : none of the groups 
had any tribal or family connection 5 they were miscellaneous 
and recent settlers. It is at best uncertain whether the joint 
system was imposed by the ruler or voluntarily adopted. I 
think the latter the more probable. It is remarkable that in ; 
one of the northern districts of Madras (Cuddapah) a similar 
system, which could have no connection with Assamese customs, 
prevailed under the name of vJsahadl : there the villagers clubbed 
together to manage the whole of the lands, and to meet the 
I'evenue charges, on the joint-stock principle — each undertaking 
a certain poi’tion of the area against a fixed fraction of the as- 
sessment.^ The fractions were the series known to Tamil arith- 
metic &c. ; visa = yL-). In both cases I suspect we have 

a voluntary device which had nothing to do directly with cus- 
toms of any particular I’ace ; but the matter deserved some men- 
tion, as showing how an appearance of common ownership may 
be misleading if its origin is not inquired into. 

In themselves, the Assamese land-holdings are always purely 
individual, and are based upon the right of first clearing ; unless, 
indeed, they have arisen, as in the case of some larger estates, by 
the direct grant of the ruler. 

There is no word for ^village ’ in Assamese nor in the older 
local dialects; the revenue term mauza has been introduced 
solely for administrative purposes, and is used, in a quite local 
and sjDecial sense, to indicate a circle of holdings under one 
petty official charge. 

It will be permissible to make a rapid sketch of the modern 
land-holdings which have arisen out of this previous state of 
things. The province of Assam is treated in effect, though not 
called so officially, as raiyativdr. The only exception is where 
some of the larger purchasers of waste-lands, or grantees and 
others, have become landlords or proprietors, or where certain of 
the larger land-holders were acknowledged as landlord-owners 
under the Permanent Settlement of Bengal, which extended to 
some of the districts. There are only some cases in which any- 

^ See Munro’s Minute in Arbuthnot’s Sir J, MimrOi &c., ii. 360, See 
also Godavari D. AT. p. 314, This plan was accompanied by a rule that any 
co-sharer who tlioiagbt his share was too highly rated might offer to exchange 
it with another ; the details cannot be here gone into. 
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thing like a village gronp is formed, althongh there are parts 
of the country where there is no physical peculiarity to prevent 
it. The genius of the people evidently does not lead them to 
any union ; and the holdings are completely independent. In 
some parts the assessment is still made annually ; but in others, 
settlements for a period of years have been found possible ; here 
especially, as cultivation increases, village-groups will probably 
be consolidated, but in a raiyatimri form. 

In the country known as the Bhutan-Dwars there is a 
noticeable tendency to form what will become small landlord 
estates rather than villages. I find an interesting article on 
this country written shortly after its annexation at the close of 
the Bhutan war.^ The individual farmer or cultivating settler 
is called or holder of a joif — a term frequently met with 
in Bengal for the individual holding, whether (locally) as pro- 
prietor or (more commonly) as tenant-farmer. 

^ The whole of the land,’ says the writer, ^ at present being 
held in detached farms, has a very marked effect on the arrange- 
ments of the j)opulation, and . . . there is scarcely a village to be 
seen from one end of the Dwars to the other. The plan adopted 
is for every holder of a jot (cultivating lot) to establish his 
homestead on the most eligible site for building on, within the 
limits of his jot; and around the jot-ddr^s house those of his 
dependents cluster- . . . The size of these homesteads varies, of 
course, with that of the jot. Some contain as many as forty or 
fifty houses (ie. cottages), whilst others have not more than six 
or eight ; but in all, the same characteristics prevail : thejot’^ddr 
is the head of the little community and is looked up to as the 
master over all ; it is he who manages the affairs of the whole 
jotj lets out the lands to his under-tenants, and retains what he 
chooses for his special use. His word is law ; he is, in fact, a 
little patriarch living in the midst of his family and dependents, 
whose influence for good or evil is felt by every member of the 
society/ The whole country is dotted over with these separate 
homesteads. 

^ Caleutta Bevieia, vol. xlviii. (January 1869). The two portions 
forming the Eastern and Western Dwars (or Diiars) have been attached 
respectively to Bengal and to Assam. The Eastern Dwars form part of 
the JalpaigTiri district ; the Western, of Goillpara. 
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I am not aware of any local peculiarity whicb would dis- 
courage the ‘ village ’ formation ; but apparently it is not here 
in the nature of the people. It often happens that one man 
owns more than one jot : in this case he lives on one, and lets 
the others out either to some substantial tenants (cuhcmdar, or 
millandclr), who agree with him for a yearly rental in cash, or to 
poorer people (called parjd or raiyat), who, in fact, somewhat re- 
semble metayers, receiving plough and oxen from the jotcldr 
and giving him one-half or even two-thirds of the produce in 
kind. 

It would be impossible to leave the description of Assam 
without some allusion to the Mil tribes, who from their remote 
situation have been much left alone, and probably retain the 
customs of their ethnic group much unchanged. In the northern 
hills are the DapMcv, Mlrl^ and Abar tribes, at the western 
end, and the Mishml at the eastern. In the central ranges 
south of the valley proper, are the Gdro^ Khdsl, and NdgcL. In 
the hills on the south-east are the Kvhi or Lushai tribes. We 
have but little definite information about their land-customs ; 
but this is owing partly to the nature of the country, which lends 
itself chiefly to shifting cultivation ; ^ but there is evidence of 
some method of tribal allotment by which the various clan 
groups have their own ‘ beats,’ doubtless indicated by natural 
limits of valley, ridge, and stream. I have been told by persons 
of local experience that within the last thirty years the men of 
one group in the Garo Hills would turn out in war array to 
resent any encroachment on their land or pasture ground. It 
will be borne in mind that the origins of these tribes are in some 
cases very doubtful. In the central hills, for instance, there are 
tribes whose language is not to be classified in the general 
group ; and it would seem that some considerable tribes uncon- 
nected with the rest of the group found refuge in these hills.^ 
In general there is a very loose cohesion ; separate chiefs of 
territories are recognised, some with very little authority over 
the minor or local chiefs of villages or ultimate clan-groups. 
Under such a state of things there must always be a natural 

^ See ante, p. 52. 

^ See Census Report, 1891 {Parliamentary Blue Boob), 137. 
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tendency for the chiefslnp to remain in certain families, and for 
a chief of energy to enlarge his pretensions and become a sort of 
Raja over a nnmber of others. Or, on the other hand, it is not 
dilScnlt for some neighbouring foreign chief to compel a number 
of his neighbours to submit to his suzerainty. We should like 
to know for certain on what principle the groups forming villages 
are separated. Fixed hereditary ownership of land is hardly 
possible, at least until the clan begins to adopt some customary 
principle modifying the shifting cultivation, or jum. 

Sometimes the village groups are placed so as to crown the 
tops of separate hills, and each is securely stockaded. The 
frequency of clan feuds and the malarious character of the 
valleys would combine to account for this. The Ncigd clans, 
for instance, live in stockaded villages : they acknowledge a sort 
of chief over a clan or group of villages ; but he is not hereditary, 
and apparently his authority is not strong. But in tlie north, I 
find it noted that among the Mlrl (a branch of the same stock as 
the Baphld, Abar, and AM) the chiefs hereditary ; and it 
sometimes happens that one of them acquires sufficient influence 
to establish a kind of loi’dship over a considerable area. 

In the southern hills, the Lmhai (or Kvla) are said ‘ markedljr 
to differ’ ^ from the others, inasmuch as the clan chiefs are not 
only hereditary but are all taken from a certain ^ royal stock.’ 
Captain Shakespear, who read to the Society of Arts the interest- 
ing paper referred to in the footnote, has described how the chiefs 
are selected from one or two families in different parts of the 
countzy. Each village has its own chief also, and is located 
independently on the top of a hill. Some groups are large 
enough to have 200 to 800 cottages. An incompetent village 
chief is removable by the voice of the villagers; or rather the 
villagers will desert the chief and build a new village (the 
bamboo structures are easily replaced) on another site. Each 
chief (I am not sure if this i^efers to village chiefs) is advised by 
one or two men called by a local tei*m signifying ‘ old man,’ or 
by the borrowed (Hindi) term MrhdrL Property, Captain 
Shakespear informs us, belongs to the family, not to the indi- 

^ See Imperial G-azetteer (2nd. ed.), xiii. 530, and Journal Soc, A'rts 
(January 1895), xliii. 167 ff. 

^ Cf. the siyfma ( ~ wise man) already mentioned. 
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viclual members ; and tHe family ‘lot’ for jum cultivation (bill 
rice being the chief crop) is worked by all the capable members 
together. Without this co-operation such cultivation 'would 
be impossible. Fixed fields seem to be unknown. In some 
parts, however (as among the Chin tribes), Captain Shake- 
spear notes that the village-site is located not on the hill-top, 
but on the slope, so that a local stream can be laid on to 
fields terraced for rice cultivation. Here we have the beginnings 
of permanent land-owning. 

The central hills {Garo and Khdsi) have this difference, that 
the inhabitants have more intercourse with the level country 
both to the north and south ; and in the Khdsi Hills we have a 
strange tribe, settled as already noted. We are not surprised 
to find that the chiefs ruling over a group of villages sometimes 
adopt the title of Raja. But the Raja’s authority is small, as 
everything is decided in the village assembly under the village 
chief; and contiguous villages will, cause their chiefs to assem- 
ble to discuss a matter that interests several of them in common. 

I have come across an interesting article on the Khdsi Hills. ^ 
The author states that these hills were divided into twenty-three 
petty ‘ States,’ each having its own ‘ Raja.’ This chief, however, 
has but little authority, except in adminis'tering. justice ; he 
receives a small revenue or tribute in kind from traders and 
others, and has something from fines ; there is no regular land- 
revenue, as there is but little permanent cultivation. As usuab 
public business is decided at a meeting called in the name of 
the Raja ; and in each, village any matter of local dispute is 
decided by such an assembly in the village.^ The proceedings 

^ Calcutta Bevieiv (Reprint of 1884), vol. xxvii. September 1850. 

- See article alluded to, p. 24. ‘ The village is assembled by warning 
given the previous evening. The crier goes out at an hour when the people 
are likely to have returned home, and, placing himself at some suitable 
spot where he is likely to be heard, he attracts attention by a prolonged 
uneartlily yell, and then delivers himself of his errand : “ Kma ! Thou 
a fellow-villager, thou a fellow-creature, thou an old man, thou who art 
grown up, &e., thou who art great, thou who art little ! Hei I in his own 
village, in his own place ! Hei / there is a quarrel ! Hei ! because there 
is a contest 1 Hei ! to come to sit together I Hei I to come to deliberate 
together ! Hei I ye are forbidden ! , Hei / ye are stopped to draw water 
then, to cut firewood then ! No Hei ! to go to work then ! No Hei ! to 

L 
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are opened by the village priest, and witnesses are heard. The 
chief at the end states what he thinks about the matter in 
dispute- — 'making at the same time a hearty appeal to the 
assembled villagers — Is it not so, my yomig, energetic ones ’ 
To wliicli they respond unitedly, ^ Yes, it is so, young energetic 
ones, ’ and the matter is thus settled. It will not fail to be 
noticed how prominent the idea of assemblies is in all the races 
of this group. We shall, however, find similar assemblies, both 
local and tribal, to be a feature of Vedic life among the early 
Aryans. 

It is to be hoped that, with regard to these tribes and the 
Shan and Karens in Burma, we may have more definite informa- 
tion as to how the tribal, or clan, and village, areas for cultivation 
and for general occupation, are determined on. So much only 
can at present be said, that some such allotment is apparent, 
and that the tribal stage, with the feeling of equal right to a 
share for each household or family or individual, as the case 
may be, is recognised. Community in property, except for the 
necessary co-operation of all hands in a family or household for 
forest-clearing, can hardly be looked for. 

We may now turn to Burma, where we expect to find the 
most characteristic exhibition of the customs of the group we 
are considering. The population is, as a whole, scanty. It is 
only, in fact, in certain districts in the rice-plains or valleys of the 
great rivers that the cultivation is continuous in area and the 
. people fairly numerous. There are no jointly-owned villages 
I on the Indian model ; but villages of the other type are every- 
I where found, and there is a tendency, I am told, for families of 
I the same desceut to settle together. In Burma it is quite pos- 
sible that elements of custom of diverse origin may be found ; 
there is of course the Mongol element (Sai or Shan) strongly 
represented; but there is reason to believe that some tribes, 
known as Taking, were Dravidian and came from the South of 
India. They call themselves MUn or Mtciln. There was also 
a small Aryan element. 

descend to the valley then ! Hei / now come forth Hei ! the hearing 
is to be ail in company 1 Hei ! the listening attentively then is to be all 
together ! Hei ! for bis own king ! Hei ! for his own master ! lest 
destruction come, lest piercing overtake us! Kmv ! come forth now, 
felIow»men 1” ’ 
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In early times, bat at a mucb later date than tlie Barman 
annalists place it, ^ some Kshatriya prince and Ms followers 
made tbeir way, by Manipar, into the upper part of the Irawadi 
Valley, and founded a kingdom at Tagong, on the Irawadi, and 
afterwards one near Prome {Thare Mistara).^ Another group 
appears to have entered Arakan, which was not difficult when 
once Aryan influence had extended as far as Eastern Bengal 
and Chittagong. That such adventurers would be pure Aryan 
is, however, very unlikely. The Aryan element was Buddhist 
not Hindu, and its Pali language affected both names of places 
and the language generally ; but the Aryan people readily fused 
with the Mongoloid.^ 

As to the Mun or Taking, their chronicles have been so 
largely destroyed that little is known beyond the fact that the 
Irawadi delta and Martaban were anciently colonised from the 
East Coast of India. Taking is apparently connected with 
TilingcL The race is now represented (in a distinctive form) in 
Siam better than it is in Burma.*^ The various Tai or Shan 
irruptions mentioned by Phayre need not occupy our attention. 
The overthrow of the Aryan dynasties was probably due to 
them. It is only needful to remark that there is nothing to 
show that there were no Mongoloid inhabitants in Burma 
previously; or that Aryans, or Takings, were the first settlers 
of all. 

The Indian element, whether Dravidian or Aryan, can only 
have been comparatively small. It is not possible to trace any 
Burmese custom to either source. The Burman kings had 
^ Eoyal lands,’ Le. lands specially set apart to furnish an 
income to the Court ; but this, though a Dravidian institution, 

^ See Lassen, ii, 1047 ff, and Phayre’s History of Burma (Triibner : 
Oriental Series), p. 3. 

^ Tliis name Lassen thinks a modification of the Sanskrit Sri Mvetra. 
See Phayre, pp. 10, 11, note, 

^ ‘ The Indian settlers,’ says Phayre, * gave to them (the indigenous 
Mongoloid people) and adopted themselves, the name of Brahma^ which 
is used in the Buddhist sacred books for the first inhabitants of the world. 
The term has survived in the form Mrt'mimd (generally pronounced 
BriXma), This term is evidently the origin of the entirely Anglicised 
forms, Burma, Burman, or Burmese. 

Phayre, History ^ p. 28. 
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is also found among otiier early races of Tibetan origin when 
they bad Sovereigns and Courts. The joint succession of the- 
heirs to property is not necessarily Aryan ; if it were, it would 
have become general in Burma through the influence of the 
Buddhist religion which spread over the country. Only one 
Mongoloid feature we notice, the tendency for the country to 
be divided under a number of local (probably clan) chiefs ; 
these^ when falling under some superior royal housej are 
regarded as subordinate, but are conciliated with local titles, or 
form a Council of State. Where there is a powerful sovereign 
like Alompya or Anawrahta, the kingdom is held together and 
extends its sway. When the reins of government fall into 
feeble hands, the dynasty perishes and the independence of the 
local magnates is reasserted. 

Cultivation in the MU country of Burma is by the shifting or 
temporary method (taungya ) ; permanent rice lands and orchards 
are found in the level valleys only ; we have no evidence, 
traditional or other, of any tribal settlement or allotment of 
lands. The early kingdoms, as I have said, relied rather on 
the possession of *' Eoyal lands ’ for their revenue, than on a 
system of land-revenue collected in kind, for the latter cannot 
be efiective unless there is a fairly continuous area of cultivated 
territory. The kings did indeed exact a ‘ rice land-tax,’ but 
whether this was very ancient there is no means of knowing ; 
it never formed (even up to the date of the Burmese war) the 
real staple of the royal revenue, as the land revenue did (and 
still does) in India. 

There is not, as far as I am aware, any real word for 
•village.’ The term hwin (otherwise written quemf) is said to 
mean ^ level ground ’ — is. rice cultivation as opposed to the 
temporary clearings on the hill slopes beyond. But though 
the various holdings are always independent, and nothing like 
a community of land or joint-holding of an entire village is 
known, the Iioldings are in compact village groups, and the 
dwellings also are placed together, often on the banks of one of 
the numerous creeks or streams which so often serve also as 
boundaries between the Icwm groups. Thus, without violence 
to terms, the Invm can be called a ' village.’ There is always 
the probability that such groups settled together originally 
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on a clan basis; and we are not surprised to find hao local 
headmen, one chosen by the villager’s themselves, and one 
Qiyedcmgyl?) appointed by the State, to look after the revenue and 
administrative matters. I have found no mention of any staff* 
■of artisans, serving only the one village, hereditary, and spe- 
cially remunerated by free holdings or grain fees, such as we 
meet with in all Indian villages.^ 

Land has at all times, in Burma, been so largely in excess 
of the population to till it, that we may reasonably believe the 
first settlements to have been very much by choice — each group 
of settlers taking land as much as, and where, they pleased, but 
keeping together to a certain extent, both for safety against 
wild animals and against hostile incursions, as well as for 
society. The land is registered as the property of one 
man ; and when he dies, his sons, and also the widow and 
daughters, succeed jointly according to Burmese law. If the 
holding is large enough, it will simply be divided into separate 
holdings for the several members of the family ; if it is too 
small, the house-father will arrange before his death for one 
■ or two niemhers to take the land and the others his moveable 
property ; or one member will possess and work the whole holding 
and pay rent to the other sharers, or will buy out their interest. 
The Burmese idea of light in land is, as might be expected, solely I 
based on first occujpation and the labour of clearing. The later | 
Burmese kings, at any rate, established the usual principle I 
. asserted by conquerors, that they had a superior right in all land ; 
but this was consistent with a practical hereditary right of private 
holding ; and the seizure of occupied land was always looked on 
as an act of oppression.^ So strong was the right in private 

^ In modern times, the land revenue system is in effect a raiyatiodri 
‘ system ; the Jctoin has become regularly demarcated, mapped, and regis- 
tered as the geographical village division, which is essential to all our 
revenue systems (at least where great landlords are not dealt with). And 
there are now civil and police headmen, and accountant-surveyors to 
keep up the land records. 

- See L, S, B. L iii. 408, 404. The Burmese law originally recog- 
nised seven modes of acquiring land: (1) allotment by Government 
officers; (2) gift by the king; (3) inheritance; (4) gift; (5) purchase; 
(6) clearing the virgin forest ; (7) ‘ prescription ' (as we should call it) 
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land, that when it was mortgaged, no limit of time was allowed 
to bar the right of the ^ owner/ or his heirs, to redeem. I have 
already given some account of the interesting phenomenon of a 
transition state, in which temporary taungyd clearings are- 
passing into permanent ownership). ^ 

Oiir information about rights in land as understood among 
the hill tribes of Karens and in the Shan States is very limited. 
There are probably- fixed territories indicated by natural features 
of hill and valley, in which the different clans and family 
groups have their sevei'al locations in which the kmngyd 
cultivation is practised over the suitable slopes taken in rota- 
tion. Among some Karen tribes I find it noticed that the 
bamboo dwellings are adapted to the method of living, so that 
there is no difficulty in abandoning one site and erecting a new 
abode. The houses, in fact, are like- long barracks with a 
single entrance at the gable end. In these, several connected 
families live together, forming a sort of honse-comniiinion under 
the control of a family elder or headman. 

Among the Shans, while the tcmngyd form of cultivation is 
practised by tribes in the hills, there is an abundance of per- 
manent cultivation of palm-groves, gardens, and rice fields in 
the level valleys and plains. Everywhere the organisation of 
agricultural society seems to be very similar to that of Burma ; 
and the ^ villages ’ are local clusters of families each with its 
own headman : a number of these ^ milages ’ ai*e united under 
the jurisdiction of a local chief.- One of the reports I have 
seen alludes to the difficulty of settling terms of protection 
or of relation to the British Government as regards trade or 
frontier affairs, because there is no really responsible authority 
over the territory to deal with. Here and there some chief of 
greater ability or energy will take the lead azid maintain a kind 
of suzei'ainty for a time. It is obvious that a number of petty 
and loosely held local chiefships must always tend to fall under 

or adverse holding for ten years with the knowledge of a former possessor, 
w^ho did not interfere to assert his own claim. 

^ Anfe^ p. 55, and L. N. J5. L iii. 506. 

^ There is a charmingly written paper describing the Shan States, by 
Colonel Woodthorpe in the o/Arts, xliv. 197 (January 1896). 

But this gives no direct information about the modes of land-holding. 
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some other authority. Hence it is that we see the Karen and 
Shan States some independent and some acknowledging the 
control of Burma, China, or Siam, as the case may be. 

In conclusion, it may be observed that, as regards India, these 
North-eastern races have become so mixed, and so altered by the 
adoption of Hinduism, that there is now but little in the way of 
distinctive custom to mark them. When they first settled in 
India, their stage of social progress was evidently a tribal one ; 
and that resulted in the formation of small groups of families 
and a certain local dominion of chiefs of territories. These from 
time to time are aggregated under the rule of some prince 
or dynasty strong enough to keep them together. No kind of 
community of ownership is traceable ; but it is highly probable 
that every member of a clan considered himself, and was 
generally acknowledged, to have a right to a share in his clan- 
territory, and to tile use of the pasture grounds. Right by 
occupation and first-clearing seems to be the general (as it is the 
most natural) basis of title in a country where every acre has 
to be won from the primeval jungle under considerable diffi- 
culties. 

Section II. — Kolarian Customs 

There is really no need for a separate section under this 
heading, except to contain a notice of the surviving and apparently 
unchanged customs of the Ho and Mtimltl tribes (so called Kol)^ 
who Ibnnd refuge in ancient days in the plateau-land of Chutiya- 
Nagpur, and to include some customs of the Scmtdl people 
in Bengal. These are distinctly non-Aryan customs ; and they 
seem also to difier from the purely Dravidian customs also to' be 
found in OhutiycVNagpur, in Hill Orissa, and in the South. 
They are accordingly described under a separate heading, but 
merely for convenience, and without any intention to formu- 
late any opinion as to how far Kolarian races are ethnically 
distinct on the one band from the Tibeto-Burman group 
with whom they have a certain amount of affinity,^ and how 

^ This curionsly appears in small matters — e.g, that the Tibeto-Birrmans 
make no use of milk, nor do the Kolarian. In point of language I am 
informed that the speech of the Ho, Mundd, and Santiil tribes has points 
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far, on tie other liaiid, they may be connected \Tith some of 
the more northern-dwelling Dravidian races, which Dr. G, 
Oppert ' proposes to call the ^Gaiidian’ branch. Nor need I 
enter on the question of the affinities of certain hill tribes such 
as the Kv.rl'f'i or the Baigd, since, being almost nomadic and 
living by the chase, we ha%m but little to learn about laBd“hold- 
ing customs among tliem.^ 

In this group, I will, however, mention the as a 

portion of the race has locally settled down to agricultural life 
in the Viiidliyan country ; and here we see the outlines of a 
tribal seHlemeat. ' In the Udaipur vState/ says Sir W. Hunter/^ 

' they are now settled in little hamlets, each homestead being 
built on a separate hillock, so as to render it impossible for their 
enemies to surprise a whole village at once/ By ^ village “ 
is meant a group of such separate homesteads, which is 
called pmxf; or parraJ The groups are small, and separated l:)y 
the cultivated and waste lands held by each. Each has a chief, 
called Tarvi. In a tract sixty miles by ten (from Mandu as a 
centre) in Mrdwa, it was found that there were 112 pclra, each 
on the average containing nine huts or cottages, with four or five 
persons to each dwelling. There seems also to be some larger 
clan-grouping, but this is not clear ; and the Bhils acknowledged 
a chief of their own, who called himself by the Hindi title of 
Rd/waL^ 

of contact with that of the Khasiya Iiillmen of Assam, and that of the 
Mec in North-eastern Bengal, See J. B. A. S. xx. part hi. 829 ; Cunning- 
ham, Ana. Geog. p. 506. 

^ These tribes in the Melghfit Hills are in a very primitive condition, 
and are described as very dark-skinned and with Mongoloid features. 
Even if they are of the same stock as the M-wndd (compare Colonel Dalton’s 
description of these latter quoted in Cunningham, Anc. Geog, p. 507), we 
are quite familiar with the circumstance that races of the same stock, 
ethnically speaking, may be now in very different stages of civilisation. 

- Following the Census Bexyort of 1891, p. 147 (Parliamentary Blue- 
book). 

See Hunter, Short History^ dc., p. 43, and Imp, Gazetteer, h. 388. 

Malcolm, Memoir of Central India, ii. 53, 54, and 184. In Appen- 
dix XIV. C, the author gives a sort of census of the para and their popula- 
tion. 

^ Some of the families may have a certain admixture of Aryan blood 
See p. 114, ante. 
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Turning next to the east side of India^ the interesting feature 
of the Chutiya-hTagpur districts is, that they afforded a safe 
refuge to Kolarian tribes who have remained to some extent un- 
changed* The Kolarians also came in contact there with tribes 
of Dravidian stock, and accepted their rule, when the latter, 
pressed in their turn by enemies, found their way into the same 
fastnesses. The ^ Kol ’ appear to have had no centralised 
government, but a loose cohesion of clans under chieftains ; 
and the clans, again, were subdivided and grouped into village 
communities of a special form. 

On the north-east of Chutiya-Nagpur, again, we find the tract 
called the ‘ Santal Pergunnahs,’ from its being chiefly peopled 
by another tribe, the Srmfdl, also marked by Kolarian customs. 
The settlement of these latter in this locality dates only from 
the eighteenth century, when they were driven by the oppres- 
sion of the Marathas from their former home in Orissa.^ 

The ^ Kol,' says Mr. He^vitt, ^ still form the bulk of the 
population in the east of Ohutiy a* Nagpur ; but in the west they 
have been deprived of the best lands by the Gond and Uraoh (Dra- 
vidian) invaders, whose superior organisation made them perma- 
nent rulers of the country.' The British districts of Hazari- 
bagh (with Lohardaga), Singhbhum, andManbhum, are largely 
peopled by Mimcld-, Larhl (or jETo), and Bhumij, respectively. 

^ The Ko adds Mnnda,’ says Mr, Hewitt, ^ who now hold 
what must have been very early settlements of the race in 
their progress westwards from Arakan and Burma, have . . . 
maintained themselves as a separate and distinct people from 

^ The ScmidTs found the central hills of their new home already 
occupied by wild Paharia, or hill-people ; but there was ample room in 
the lower hills and valleys, into which the Paharias did not venture. 
Article quoted, p. 401. 

^ Mr. J. P. Hewitt was Commissioner of this division and knew the 
people well ; while his after experience of the more Dravidian population 
of the Central Provinces gave him opportunities for comparing and con- 
trasting their customs. He has written an interesting article on Chntiya- 
Hfigpur and its people Quarterly Bemew^ 1887, p. 396). 

The chief tribes are Ho and Mundci, There are others — the Sdoflf, 
Bcmtia, &e., but their numbers are few and their affinities little known. 
The BMmiji or Bhuinjyd, are said to -show certain marks of Dravidian 
origin. 
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tlie earliest times.' Tlie Ho of Singliblium Iiave always remained 
independent; and though Uraon and other immigrant tribes 
settled in the Munda country and took the rule, ‘ tradition 
says that they were admitted peaceably: they imposed their 
own organisation on the Munda villages of the west, and left 
those of the east undisturbed.’ ^ The Rajas of the States 
formed in Ohiitiya-Nagpur wei’e in fact Gond or TJrtol in 
origin ; others in the neighbouring States are called ' Nagbahsi ’ 
— a Hindi name given to royal families of non- Aryan (probably 
mixed Dravidian) origin, and meaning sons of the Naga or 
Snake. Some of them have since been admitted to Rajput 
rank.^ In fact, the loose tribal organisation of the Kolaiian 
tribes invited the assumption of sovereignty by any neighbour- 
ing chief whose family had attained sufficient dignity and 
power.^ Of the other States of Ohutiya-Nagpur, Sirgiija (and 
.with it Jashpur) is occupied by Gonds and Uraohs.*^ In the 
western hills we find a separate Kolarian tribe, the Korwdy 
having the characteristic tribal organisation by totems ; one part 
of them are still nomadic, but others are beginning to form more 

^ Quoted horn Journ. 8og, Arts, xxxv. 620. The Union were a 
Dravidian people (see p. 110, ante), whose name is preserved in ‘ Uriya ’ — 
‘ Orissa ’ ( = Urd or Odra-des). 

In the Central Provinces Gazetteer (Introduction, p. Ixvii.) mention is 
made of ‘the Munda Eajas of Chutiya-Nagpur ; ’ but the Rajas them- 
selves were either Union or ftom the Gond country. See also Journal 
As. Soc. of Bengal for 1866, xxxv, part ii. 3 6. An inscription as old as 
A.D. 1073 shows the Raja of the Bastar State as ‘ Nagbaiisi,’ though now 
the chiefs are accounted ‘ Rajput.’ As to the advancement of the Nugfi 
chiefs to Rajput rank, see some good remarks in the Introduction to 
Central Provinces Gazetteer, p. Ixiv. tf. 

I am not aware of any instance of a certainly Kolarian elan givmg 
rise to a ruling house. It is probably by a mistake, originating with Dr. 
Buchaiian-Hamilton, that the Ceru- or Ciru are sometimes called 
‘ Kolarian.’ They certainly fmniislied rulers for a somev?-hat extensive 
kingdom in and about Bihfir, but it is fairly certain that they were 
Dravidian — possibly connected also with some other northern foreign 
race ; they were originally snake-worshippers, which Kohnlans w^ere not. 
Ultimately, of course, the still surviving remains of the race became 
Hmdu (Beames’ Blliofs Glossary, s.v, ‘ Cheru ’ ; and Journal E. A. Soc* 
XX. part iii. 854). 

^ In Sirgiljil State the Dravidians form 40T per cent, of the population, 
and the Kolarians 21’5 per cent, {Imperial Gazetteer, b.w ‘ Sirguju ’). 
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permanent cnltivating settlements. Air. Hewitt notices one 
interesting point, whicii is that in this transition stage, though 
the families of the same totem make their dwellings together, 
they have as yet no fixed homularies to the incipient villages ^ 
nor any village-headmen. At the same time the clan territories 
are defined and well guarded, and there is an hereditary chiefs 
tain over each. 

The separation of the several Kolarian tribes must have been 
of long duration, since the dialects, though radically connected, 
are distinct. The Bb tribe is divided into minor clans called 
/aZi, which are numerous, each having its own name. The 
Santals are also so divided.^ The more settled tribes have villages 
in which the groups were (at any rate originally) formed by 
families with the same totem? The ‘ unions ’ of villages or clan- 
territorial divisions of the country were called by some word 
•which has survived locally as parhd. Each such pafclid contained 
from ten to twenty-five villages, and had a chief called mdnJd (and 
by other names locally). Unless these chiefs became united in 
subordination to some ‘ Raja,’ they remained independent and 
hardly in a sufficient degree of relation to form a confederacy 
though it seems that they met in assemblies to confer on any 
matter that concerned sevei’al of the parhd in common. The 
pa>rhd^ or union grouping, is still traceable, and on festival 
occasions each one exhibits its own flag with the distinguishing 
device or totem? The parhd chief is not always hereditary, 
though he is so among some of the tribes. 

^ Journ. Soc. Arts, May 1887, pp. 621-2. And see Dalton, Ethnography 
of Bengal (Calcutta, 1872), j). 151 ff. The names of the Santal clans are 
believed to have meanings — perhaps names of the animals selected for 
the totem. One only is so recognised with reference to existing speech ; 
but the names may have been gradually corrupted. The clans are so far 
exogamous that a man of one totem has to seek a wife in a family of a 
different one. See also Bisley, T. d C. of Bengal, ii. 230 (Grlossary). 

' See J. B. A. S. xx. (1889) 330, where Mr. Hewitt remarks on 
the absence of the village priest, and that the villages in one group or 
union are served by the same priest, who goes on circuit and propitiates, 
both the village deity and the desaulJ, or territorial deities. 

^ Jo'icrn, Soc. Arts, xxv. 622 ; also Bisley, T. S C. of Bengal, ii. 105, 
Glossary. 
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Eacli separate group of families or village had its own 
headman, known as wiunda among the Ho and Mnnda tribes, 
mmjM among the Santal, and sirdar (a later borrowed Hin- 
dustiini word) among the Bhfimijd In the more settled Ho 
and Mini da districts we find the village-headman quite a 
permanent institution ; and there is a village-priest also, though 
not hereditary. There are some other village officers, but these 
were probably added at a later time by the ruler, for the pur- 
pose of control and for facilitating his revenue collections. 
When a permanent cultivating settlement was made, and the 
jungle was cleared, a grove (sarnCi) was left as the sacred abode 
■of the village gods; but the grove has often dwindled to a 
:single tree. 

It is worthy of remark that this idea of a village sacred 
tree or grove is not confined to the Kolarian tribes, though 
it may have originated with them in the remote past. It is 
noticeable among the Southern Dravidians {e.gAh.^ Bevam-Mdu^ 
or sacred groves of Coorg). True it is that the circumstances 
of Eastern life in all the provinces of the plains would make a 
grove or a large shady tree almost a necessity of existence 
where any place of public meeting was required ; but this alone 
would not account for the idea of sanctity connected with the 
tree ; and we find that in the provinces where the country is 
barer, the planting of a tree is an essential feature of the village 
foundation. In the dry and almost treeless plains of the South- 
eastern Panjab, among a totally different class of people, we shall 
notice a custom of driving in a stake (won), cut from a particular 
kind of tree, at the foundation of a new village, and how very 
lucky is the omen if the stake should be induced to strike 
root and grow into a tree ; a result which would only occur with 
certain species and under favourable conditions. 

But to return to the Kolarian village. The headman is the 
person to allot the lands within the area, and to settle any 

^ This is perhaps owing to the circumstance tliat in Munbhimi and 
Barfibhuin districts the Blnimij have so frequently become glidtiml or 
frontier militia and wardens of the marches under the local ruler ; hence 
they have become familiar “with the modern military title Sirdar ( = troop- 
leader). 
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dispute as to tlie location of a family. As each village begins- 
to outgrow its limits, small hamlets (told) are formed outside, in 
the waste, but still consider themselves as portions of the parent- 
village; for the headman is temporary and acts in concert 
with the original munrkl} He only attains separate rank, and 
the office becomes hereditary in his family, when the hamlet has 
developed into a separate village. 

The villages of the Santals have been picturesquely rather 
than fully described. Tribal areas, like the jparhd^ are recog- 
nised, and are under a chief now called pargcmait : his functions 
are chiefly social, and he gives his sanction to all marriages and 
consults with the village elders on occasion. All the families 
have their sepai^ate holdings, and the headman settles any 
dispute ; the stage of society is purely patriarchal.^ As the 
Santals have only moved within a century to their jjresent 
home, every village must have been founded separately under a 
Accordingly, the spirit of the original head of the 
group (mcmjhl-hanan) is worshipped in the village sacred grove, 
and the existing manjhl derives his hereditary authority from 
him. But there is . a second headman (prmncmili) described as a 
^ deputy.’ Both these officers are aided by an ^ executive,’ jag-- 
manjhl (also with a deputy), who sees to the actual execution of 
orders and the routine business, while the manjhl sits and issues the 
orders, and, as Hunter adds, only ‘ interferes on great occasions.’ 
''n'le jag-manjhl seems also to act as a sort of censor of the morals 
of youth ; and his control lasts till they are married.** Each 

* Journ, Soc. Arts, May 1887, p. 621. 

Annals of Bural Bengal, i- 217 ff; and see Risiey, T, S C, of Bengal, 
ii. (Grlossary), 234. 

I write this word as I find it, I am not really aware \vhether it is 
manjhi or manji, and whether the a is long or short (a or ^7.). Wilson 
gives ondnjhi, but then he identifies it with the Hindi w^ord of the same 
form, meaning steersman of a boat; so does Risiey, who also says that 
mundd is Sanskrit. I should like to feel sure that these words and others 
of the kind are not much older than Sanskrit, and that they were not 
given to the literary language from an older dialect. 

^ The Santals, like other Kolarians, do not adopt the plan of keeping 
all the youth of the village together — the males in one house, the girls in 
another. This is a Dravidian custom. 



158 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


village has its watchman and its priest to scare away evil 

spirits. The prcima/mk was specially concerned in seeing that 
there was an equable distribution of land, so that all the families 
might share and share alike, and not that one set should mono- 
polise all the good land and leave the bad to the rest. It will be 
observed that there is no appearance of any joint-ownership 
among the village bodies : the ^ title ’ to land is by occupation 
and clearing, under the direction of the tribal authorities ; and 
the only idea of right in the uncultivated jungle is that it is 
within the territory of this or that parlia and cannot be en- 
croached on by another. 

A few words may be added about the organisation of the 
Kolarian population by the Rajas of frontier States, to form a 
militia to protect the passes. This has perhaps its points of 
resemblance to the organisation made by the Aham rulers (in 
Assam) of the subj ect people into groups for service. In Ohutiya- 
Nagpur the plan had this advantage, that it conciliated the people 
by allowing a free holding of land to each man according to his 
grade ; and at the same time it utilised the superior knowledge 
they must have possessed of the byways and intricacies of so 
difficult a frontier. In organising the force, it is evident that 
natural clan-divisions and grades of authority were made use of, 
as being already familiar. The lands held free on what is known 
as the glidkvfill tenure in certain British districts originated in 
this way: the Raja’s imle has passed away, but the holders of 
land still remain, willing to perform frontier duty if required, 
but clinging to the privileged holding of land. In Bengal such 
tenures were common along the ‘frontier’ between the hill 
country and the plains of Birbhum and the Ganges Valley : 
similar temires are known in Berar and elsewhere. In Ohutiya- 
NTagpur the rank and file of the militia (so regarded) are largely 
‘ aboriginal ’ tribes, though some of the upper grades of officers 
may he of different race. In the absence of any survey and record 
it veiy naturally happens that the area of privileged lands in- 
creases beyond all bounds, and the Raja’s revenue is seriously 
threatened. Such a complication had arisen in Manblinm 
between the local chief and his subjects, A British officer was 
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deputed to settle the matter and determine what lands were 
ghdtivdU^ or privileged, and what. were not so.^ 

The rank and file of the clansmen (locally called chim') 
were grouped for service in small companies under petty officers 
called (Ucpudr — i,e. guide or way-shower. A number of these 
were again subordinate to a superior officer, the sirdar ghdhmL 
But in the land-holding arrangements for the remuneration of 
all grades we see something of the natural (tribal) grouping. 
Each village had a headman called sirdar, who was, in fact, the 
mundd already spoken of. Then a union or group of villages is 
called ^ tarf,^ and the union-chief is ‘ smldr r/licitivdU This latter 
officer, however, is one of the Raja’s creation, and he sometimes 
gives himself great airs of rank and dignity. But in fact he was 
found to be ousting or replacing another official called sadial ; 
and at first various questions were raised as to what the real 
position of this latter officer was. There seems to be no reason- 
able doubt that in fact he was the indigenous chief, or mdnhi, of 
the union ; but in order to secure a preponderance of the Raja’s 
authority he was rather overshadowed by the sirdar ghdtwdl, 
though still left with certain privileges and perquisites. 

Section III. — The Dhavidian Group 

Though the Dravidian races are very numerous and have 
formed the basis of a large part of the existing population, and 
though they are represented by existing languages having a 
verv distinct structure of their own, yet there has been nothing 
in their history or circumstances to prevent their progressive 
alteration and their fusion with other races, whether Aryan or 
Kolarian. But, more than that, the gradual but complete adop- 
tion of Hindu caste and Hindu customs has had a very great 
effect in obliterating the traces of earlier distinctive Dravidian 
tribal law or custom. The principal object of our remarks in 
this section is, therefore, a limited one ; it is to endeavour to 
eliminate such vestiges of custom among confessedly Dravidian 
peoples as can be traced back to early times, before the Hindu 

^ Mr. H. Bisley, B.C.S. His elaborate Report to the Board of Revenue, 
Bengal, full of interesting details, is dated December 20, 1883. 
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influence was felt. These vestiges are more numerous than they 
are in the case of Kolarian tribes, but they are still somewhar 
scanty. The country around Ohutiya-N agpur and Hill Orissa the 
refuge-ground, as I have called it, of eai’ly tribes— has also pre- 
served to us the Dravidian village in what there is every reason 
to believe to be its original foim. And there are a few other 
localities in which we find ancient Dravidian races evidently in 
varying degrees of progress ; and here again customs regarding 
village life and land-holding have to some extent been preserved. 
But Dravidian custom must necessarily have had a much wider 
influence than these special localities indicate. The main bulk 
of the population of India below the Yindhyan Hills was con- 
fessedly Dravidian, and there can hardly be any serious doubt 
that the Central and Southern Indian miyatwdri village, marked 
by the existence of an influential hereditary headman, and by 
the method of allotting free lands as the special privilege of the^ 
village chief and the accountant, as well as to remunerate its 
hereditary staff of artisans and servants, is the direct descendant 
and surviving representative of the old Dravidian form of agri- 
cultural settlement. 

It will be desirable, in the first instance, to give a brief 
rSfwmS of what has been said as to the position of the Dravidian 
gioup of races in India. We observe that north of what I have 
called the Yindhyan barrier Ave have now few, if any, traces of 
disUwtively Dravidian custom. The Aryan population has there 
dominated, and has iiiipi'essed its character and language on the 
whole country, so as to leave, it is true, a very large amount of the 
aboriginal element in the population, especially in the humbler 
castes and classes, but little of ivhat can be proved to be non- 
Ai-yan custom. And not only Aryan invaders, but other 
northern races like the Jat and the Gujar, have had a large share, 
especially in the North-West, in modifying original conditions. 
Nevertheless, there is reason to believe that extensive Diavidian 
races were once to be found even in Northern India. For this 
we have no direct explanation to offer. We know nothing of how 
suchDravidians came, and whether they entered by a route (like 
the Indus Yalley) which would give access both above and below 
the Yindhyans, or whether they spread from south to north, or 
vice versa,. The long course of time, and the absence of any 
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apparent opposition to tlieir spread, may have combined to make 
the diffusion of this stock on both sides of the Vindhyans pos- 
sible. All we can perceive is that Dravidiaii races in the KTortJi 
have gradually fused with, and merged into, a general ^ Hindu ’ 
population, losing all definitely separate languages or dialects. 
Even below the Vindhya, where the Dravidian element is far 
stronger, we find a distinction between the modified Dravidian 
type of the upper part of the peninsula and that of the South. 
For this we can only partially account. In the upper West 
of India, however, there is i^eason to believe that the introduc- 
tion of an Aryan element — and very likely a Scythic element 
as well- — has been the cause of the diflference. Indeed, we meet 
with some cuiious local traditions which connect some of the 
(mainly) Dravidian peoples of the central region, such as the 
Gond, with the North. 

At the eastern end of the Vindhyan country, as in Chutiya- 
Nagpur, the Dravidian races have become intermingled with 
the Kolarian, and to some extent with races of Aryan origin, 
when these latter ultimately reached Orissa and the North of 
Madras — an event which, naturally, could not have occurred 
till comparatively late historic times.^ When we pass below this 
Western and Central belt of modified Dravidian tribes, we find 
the South occupied by almost unmixed Dravidian peoples speak- 
ing their own languages ; and, though these ultimately adopted 
Hinduism, it was by the efforts of individual Brahman mis- 
sionaries and possibly the occasional adventures of Aryan 
princes, not by means of any general Aryan immigration or 
extensive fusion of races.^ 

Among these different Dravidian tribes and peoples it is 
evident that civilisation had made progress in varying degrees. 

^ For instance, by the time the (Hindu) Gajapati kings occupied the 
plains of Orissa, they had developed the Puranic religion and a State 
organisation such as we find in Bajputana. 

It is to be remembered that it is quite possible for the langiiage to 
be much affected, consequent on the complete diffusion of religious and 
caste ideas, without any very extensive admixture of the people, and cer- 
tainly without going back to any very remote period. The Orissa lan- 
guage is very Sanskritic in character, yet no Aryans came there till the 
days of the Gajapati kings. The same is true also of the Marathi language. 
(See p. 112, ante.) 

M 
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There was frequently a strong tribal organisation and govern- 
ment, and we shall see southern kingdoms established In an 
apparently civilised form in very ancient times. Vast ruins of 
forts, tanks, and other works show that the Dravidian people were 
builders ; agriculture flourished among thto, and it is impossible 
to suppose that the regular institution of villages, unions of 
villages, and territorial divisions, of which evidences meet us 
everywhere, could have had no existence until Aryan teachers came 
and introduced them. But in so vast a congeries of people it is 
not to be expected that there should be any uniformity as to 
custom, or as to the stage of civilisation attained. We find in 
some places tribes much more developed than in others. The 
physical features of the country had probably a good deal to do 
with such differences. Some tribes would have been dwellers in 
the hills and so been less accessible to civilising influences. 
Others would have inhabited the broad and fertile plains, where, 
the difficulties of clearing the jungle once surmounted, every*- 
thing would have been favourable to the development of wealth 
and to the growth of the art of government. Whatever the 
cause, the fact of the difference cannot be doubted. The best 
races were civilised, and had cities and armies and a monarch)^ ; 
the lower races must -have either fallen back, through defeat, 
subjection, and poverty, into a stage which we must call 
half barbarous, or have been isolated and never raised above 
a stage of society, which was primitive rather than uncivilised. 
Nor must we forget that after centuries of local war, and, 
later on, of foreign conquest and internal feud, as well as of 
social and religious revolution, many changes, both in advance 
and in retrogression, must have occurred. Tribes may now 
appear enslaved or in the lowest rank, that once were important 
and wealthy. If, as appears to have been the case, the adoption 
of Hindu caste rules was, in earlier days, the road to success, 
many tribes who 'clung to independence and refused conformity 
may have found themselves losers — forced back to a roving hill 
life and nomadic cultivation, or sunk to be the helots of races 
which marched more with the times. It is not surprising, then, 
to find that distinctively Dravidian customs can now only be 
found in certain limited localities where circumstances tended 
to preserve them. It will be well to examine first the tribal, 
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tod ultimately the monarchical, organisation, as it can be traced 
in Dravidian countries, and then to describe what are more 
specifically Dravidian land-customs, including the form of village 
settlement. 


The Dravidian Tribe and its Developments, 

Of a very eaidy tribal organisation, the Ktodh clans ^ afford 
us a still surviving example ; and, from traces of tribal terri- 
tories and subdivisions found in all parts of the South it is 
only reasonable to conclude that a similar organisation was once 
general. We also have some indications of the way in which 
patriarchal government developed into the monarchical. 

The Kandh tribes had long ago separated. One section 
simply merged into the low-caste population of the plains ; 
another allowed itself to be absorbed in the militia system of a 
neighbouring Eaja ; while a third section, which acknowledged 
the suzierainty of a neighbouring Hindu ruler, retained practical 
independence and its own patriarchal constitution.^ In some 
respects these latter clans represent very primitive ideas : wit- 
ness the practice of human sacrifice, only abolished in our own 
times j in others they exhibit certain marks of advancement — 
a strong family organisation of an earlier type than the Hindu 
joint-family, and well-defined customs of social life. It hap- 
pened that one principal section of the tribe inhabited a part of 
the country represented by the Bod and Athmalib States, and by 
what was once the Gumsur State, n^Q-i’ the Mahtoadi Eiver, now 
in the Ganjam District of the Madras Presidency. The rebellion 
and misconduct of Gumsur in 1835 led to the suppression of 

^ The name is variously written, as Khond, Kandh, &c. The tribe 
will noli be confused with the ‘ Gond,’ from whom they are distinct, 
though ethnically of the same stock. Dr. Macleane has collected a great 
deal of the information about this people {Ethnology, i. 36"51). There is 
more than one dialect of Kandh speech ; the language is distinct firom 
that of the G ond tribes, and has a resemblance to Tamil and Telugu. 

* This section,’ says Sir W. Hunter {Orissa, ii. 72), ‘wrung from their 
Hindu neighbours the position ... of frree allies. A system of military 
aids, homage, investiture of the tribal chiefs and patriarch by the Baja, 
and other feudal incidents, sprang up as the superior civilisation of the 
Hindu prince more and more exerted its influence.’ 
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tlie State, and consequently the Ivandh population was brought 
under direct British administration.^ 

The Kandhs regard war mid, agncuUure as the only business 
of life ; they despise trade and money concerns of all kinds. 
The families form' connected village-groups ; of these we will 
speak presently. These village areas are the locations of groups 
of families united in a larger clan-territory, now called by the 
borrowed Hindi name mutthcl. This is evidently the territory 
of some clan-division, which we also see as the nadu in so many 
of the other districts. Each village has its chief, and the 
mnfthd has its chief, called ahciyd. When there is business 
which concerns a number of villages, the village chiefs meet in 
council under the presidency af the ahm/d, J ust as the head 
of the eldest family in the village is the village chief, so the 
head of the eldest family in the whole clan-territory or mtiUhd 
is the abtlijild The general supremacy of the various muUlia 
has now passed to a Hindu sovereign ; or, in the part of the 
country I am describing, to the British Government ; but in 
former days it would seem that the heads of clans would meet 
in council to settle matters of such wide import as to interest 
the several clans in common. There is another similar tribe 
called BMyd, or Bkicmyd, in the Keunjhar State ; but they have 
lost their original language and now speak Ilriya. They have- 
accepted the supremacy of the Hindu Raja, but it is curious to 
observe that they couple this with an assertion of their own 
independent title to the soil they occupy, which they maintain 
by insisting on the right to instal the Raja (putting on him the 
tilaJc or mark of sovereignty) — a right which they have again 
and again maintained by obstinate w^ars.^ 

^ They found a sympathetic superintendent in Lieiitenant Macpherson, 
whose efforts m helping the tribes, and putting a stop to the sacriiice of 
aliens to the Earth Goddess, are justly appreciated in Sir W. Hunter’s 
Orissa, It is to Lieutenant Maepherson’s reports that we are chiefly 
indebted for our knowledge of details. Sir lY. Hunter has rightly attached 
much importance to the customs of the Kandhs, and the full account in 
Yol. ii. of his Orissa makes it unnecessary for me to do more than notice 
those points of custom which have a direct bearing on our subject. 

- Each muUJid has a priest of the Domiul tribe for the w'hole tenitory. 
This recalls the Kolarian Baigd priest. 

® Cf ante, p, 89. An account of the matter will be found in Hunter’s 
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Here we have tribes with, no monarch of their own, and 
consequently — even with their strong feeling for independence 
and tribal union — obliged sooner or later to place themselves, or 
fall, as the case may be, under the protective suzerainty of some 
foreign ruler. * 

In Ohutiya-Nagpur, on the other hand, tbe Dravidian chiefs 
developed a more centralised rule ; and here we find the usual 
model — a central territory held by the Eaja or greater chief, and 
outlying domains governed by lesser chiefs in a sort of feudal 
subordination. The ablest military leader among the chiefs is 
usually entrusted with the frontier marches. We can still trace 
the site of the central demesne and its capital at Patkum, in the 
Manbhum District.^ The outlying chiefships were Dhalbhum, 
Barabhtim, &c. These chiefships at one time fell under the 
suzerainty of the Haihaiya princes in the Upper Narbada 
Valley, but were not much interfered with. Descendants of 
the ancient chiefs still held the country when the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal was made, and they were recognised 
as ^ Zamindars,’ or landlords of their territory, paying a fixed 
land-revenue, or rather tribute. 

All around this part of the country we have a series of Native 
States, and some chiefships not of sufficient rank to be ‘ States/ 
but recognised as ^ landlord ’ estates with special terms of Settle- 
ment. Towards the west, beyond the territories of the Uraon 
chiefs above mentioned, are the lands of Gond chiefs and others, 
who were originally ‘ N^bansi.’ ^ It is not known how ancient the 

Orissa, ii. 114 There are some interesting remarks about the 
in the State of Bonai, in Mr. Hewitt’s article above (iiioted {Asiatic Quar- 
terly Beview, April 1887, p. 404). 

^ Hwen Thsang had visited this country, then called Kirana-Suvarna, 
in the middle of the seventh century. He found the people ‘honest 
and amiable,’ and notes ‘ that they loved learning exceedingly and applied 
themselves to it with earnestness.’ General Cunningham supposes the 
capital to have been at Barabazur; but Mr. Hewitt, with better local 
knowledge, points out that this place is not near the Subanrikha River, 
as the traveller says the capital was ; while Patkum not only is so placed, 
but at Balmi Village in the neighbourhood, vast ruins of an ancient city 
still exist. 

® The Rajas and chiefs in time became Hindus and of course Rajputs ; 
the Nagbahsi descent, of which they were once proud, and the snake- 
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Oliiitiya-ISfagpiir chiefs really are, nor when the idea of a mon- 
archy was developed. In the case of the Gond dynasties of the 
Central Provinces, they did not emerge to notice till quite late 
times, and were overthi'own by the Marathas. Seeing the very 
ancient estahlishiMent of some form of kingdom in the Narbada 
Valley, both in the lower valley and in the upper part at Garha- 
mandla, it is always possible that the Dravidian chiefs copied the 
institutions of their neighbours of Aryan or northern origin. In 
any case, it is not easy to feel satisfied that these Uraon and 
other cliiefships, though certainly Dravidian, were the result 
of a development unaided by example from without. Mr. Hewitt, 
however, to whose local knowledge great weight must be attached, 
thinks they were wholly indigenous. 

We turn naturally to the more celebrated southern dynasties 
connected wuth the names of Pd%ulyd^ Qenl^ and Gold (Cord or 
Shozhcf),^ which in early times extended over the greater part of 
Madras. The former was in the south (Madura, &c.) ; Qerd (or 
Kerdjla) was in the upper-west; and Cola extended over the 
whole Tamil country. They were known to the Greek writers 
three centuries b.O. In this case an indigenous origin can 
hardly be doubted, even if it be true, as it well may be, that 
the name Pandya is derived from an Aryan prince. The 
other kingdoms have not even this asserted for them.^ Indeed, 

symbol which they once engraved on their signet -rings, have gone out of 
fashion (see Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, p. Ixiv.). 

^ Cold is spelt with the peculiar Tamil letter which is poorly repre- 
sented by ; some think it better represented by ‘ zh ’ or a liquid ‘ r 
hence we sometimes find ‘ Shozha ’ wTitten. The Cold and Cerd kingdoms 
are mentioned in inscriptions of Asoka (circa 250 B.c.) Pandya, was 
known to Megastlienes and Strabo. In voL ii. of the Southern Arclimol* 
Surv, Be2?. there is an account of these dynasties by Mr. Sewell. For 
an estimate of their antiquity see Caldwell’s History of Tmnevelly, pp, 
26, 27, and Nelson’s D. M, of Madura, part. iii. Professor H. H. Wilson’s 
sketch is well known (J, B. A. 8. iii. 199). 

“ It is quite possible that some wandering Aryan adventmer of the 
Pdndu House may have obtained a ruling position in the South ; and the 
capital, Madura, may thus be connected with the Sanskrit name of Mathura. 
See G. Oppert, p. 98, as to the popular tradition and w^orship of Pdndavm, 
Even if an Aryan prince did obtain the rule and give his name (or rather 
his patronymic) to the kingdom, it does not follow that the form and con- 
stitution of government were Aryan, or that it was the first essay of the 
kind in the South ; such, indeed, is in every way tmiikely. 
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given the strong tribal organisation which marks the Dravidian 
races, to start with, it is a most natural development that 
either in time of war with neighbouring tribes, or by the 
action of personal ambition, some chief of commanding ability 
should have taken the decided lead, and persuaded or compelled 
others to act under him. That a chief thus exalted above his 
fellows should sometimes be a foreign adventurer coming with 
all the glamour of his romantic journey, as well as his personal 
superiority, and probable military skill, would be in no way re* 
markable. All over India we are familiar with the manner in 
which princes have gained the rule over provinces or States 
with which they have no connection by birth, and in which they 
have no strong clan-connection or support. I will only add that 
South Indian history has always shown the turbulent power of 
independent local chiefs, who evidently trace their origin to 
tribal chiefs of the nadii or local division of territory. In the 
days of peaceful tribal government such chiefs act in concert, and 
the 7ml-hiiUamf or territorial assembly, maintains its influence j 
but soon the chiefs are forced into more or less unwilling sub- 
mission to some superior, or to the suzerainty of some (possibly 
foreign) dynasty ; in that condition, they are scarcely heard of,, 
but when the dynasty is overthrown fchey throw off all restraint, 
and resume their freedom, very generally becoming oppressors 
of their people. All over the South we find these chiefs with 
the title of naya\^ ov xmlegdrd^ and the like, who, after the over- 
throw of the southern dynasties, became emancipated from all 
control. The result in modern times has been curious; for, when 
the provinces became British at the beginning of the century, a 
Pei’manent Settlement on the Bengal model was ordered ; and, 
had these various local chiefs appeared in peaceable possession of 
their estates, and had they accepted the inevitable as the Bengal 

^ Nay ok {Nayahhu, Tam. ; Ndyadu, Tel.) is mid to be a Sanskrit word. 
Caldwell {Gramm, Introduction, p. 29) refers these chiefs to ‘ the descendants 
of those soldiers of fortune by whom the Pandya and Cola kingdoms were 
subverted.’ But in truth there is no occasion to come to any late event 
for the origin of local chiefs ; under whatever local name, the na^yak or 
jpftlegdrd are among the earliest Dravidian institutions. Even in the 
days before the colonisation of (what afterwards became) Arcot, tradition 
shows the ancient Pallava territory divided into twenty-four kuttam, 
each under its own chief. 
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chiefs didj they would one and all have been recognised at least 
as dignified landlords, with only a moderate permanent land- 
revenue or tribute to pay ; and the prevalent tenure of the greater 
part of Madras might now have been that of considerable land- 
lord estates or properties. But, so long had these petty chiefs 
been accustomed to turbulence and to unchecked indulgence in 
local fighting and marauding expeditions, that they could not 
settle down to a new position ; consequently, they revolted, and 
for a time carried on what have been dignified with the name 
of ^ Polygar wars ’ in the southern Presidency. The result has 
been that they have disappeared — all, in fact, but a few of the 
greater chiefs, to whom the above description has no application, 
and a very few of the lesser ones. 

There is one curious example of the growth of a Dravidian 
monarchy, and the subsequent conversion of local chiefs into 
landlords, which deserves mention. In Malabar, on the west 
coast, we know that the population was made up of various 
immigrant races from the South and other parts, including, in 
time, a colony of Brahmans.' The ruling tribe which furnished 
the chiefs was called Nwyar? The country and its language 
are Dravidian. There is a somewhat fabulous local history called 
the KemlolpaM. Of Brahmanic authorship, it is written to glorify 
the caste, whom it represents as the original owmers of the whole 
land! But through the legendary matter runs a vein of real 

^ Who must have been a comparatively late addition, as they came 
with developed caste and Puranic religious ideas, and so must have repre- 
sented a time when the Aryan settlement in the Ganges Valley had long 
been consolidated. 

The Nair of books. Nayar is the plural of Nayan, Mr. Logan 
derives the name from the Sanskrit Nfiyaka, It is quite possible that 
the original name may have been different, and that this -was adopted 
later with the Hindu caste. The whole details are to be found in Mr. 
Logan^s Malahdr District Maiiual (3 vols., Madras Government Press, 
18S7), which, in spite of some imtenahle theories about the origin of the 
Nayar claims to landiordship, is full of interesting information. The 
Emit caste of South Kilnara has had an almost exactly similar history. 
It is curious to observe that in this district, wdhch adjoins Malabar, the 
date of the arrival of Brahman colonies can be fairly %vell fixed, and it 
does not occur till about the eighth century of our era. {Bouth Kdnara 
D. M. i. 145). 



169 


NON-AEYAN CUSTOM — DRAVIDIAN 

tradition wMcii is often supported by otlier evidence! Prac- 
tically, it seems that in Malabar the Brahmans were content 
with a great measure of influence, while the ISfayar chiefs were 
the military and ruling class — just as the Khsatriya Eajas and 
their Brahman counsellors became a feature of the Hindu polity 
in the North! 

What is important for our purpose is that this country was 
also from early times divided into districts called nad. The nad 
was at a later time subdivided into demm^ which was a matter 
of military organisation, each desam having its quota of men to 
send to the army. Traditionally, four of these mid had the pre- 
eminence, and the group of their representative chiefs formed a 
council to govern the country. But the plan was not successful* 
Next we find that for a time a head chief was elected for three 
years ; but, this also failing, an assembly was held to choose a 
king from the neighbouring country of Cera. (Ko'ib was the more 
ancient title of the king.) This elected king was to hold office 
for twelve years.^ It is not necessary to pin'sue the history in 
detail; the time came, as might be expected, when the overlord, 
by this time entitled PuntmaZ, established himself for life. At 
last the dominion broke up, when, as there is historical ground 
for believing, one of the kings became a convert to Islam and 
determined on a pilgrimage to Arabia. Curious enough are 
the legends telling how, before his departure, lie distributed his 
territories ; but they do not touch upon our |)oint, and must be 
left aside with the remark that, though certain territories were 

^ For example, the legend suggests that the Brahmans were troubled 
by the * Snakes ’ (Nuga, or Dra vidian) races, and came to terms with them. 
Malabar was once converted to the Jain religion, which seems in the 
South to have so often replaced the Bravidian snake-worship, as Buddhism 
did in the North. 

The Ndyar could only be Oudra^ and are so ranked in the Brahmanio 
caste-system ; but they are great caste purists, and regard themselves as 
of very high rank with reference to the many grades below them (see 
p. 88, ante). 

Dr.. Day (Cochm Fast a/nd Present [Madras, 1863], p, 42) mentions 
that at the end of the twelve years the proper course was for the king to 
commit suicide, or at least to retire into a hermitage. Dr. Gr. Oppert 
(p. 69) mentions that the Valluva hon, or chief of the Valluva nad^ was 
president of the elective council or assembly. 
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aggregated under one Lead, the general condition which ensued 
was the resumption of local rule Tby a number of independent^ 
and doubtless rivalj chieftains. The lapse of years only aggra- 
vated the weahnes>s of such a system, and the chiefs fell before the 
attack, however short-lived, of the Mysore Sultans. Out of the 
ruins ultimately arose the claim of the Kdyar chiefs and their 
descendants to be or hereditary landlords of the territories 

they once ruled — a claim which was admitted by the British 
Government, though under much misunderstanding of its real 
history. This landlordship, however, as usual, rather affected 
the legal status of the subordinate tenures than changed their 
form. Though not directly connected with our subject, I may 
be permitted to mention that these tenures arose out of a system 
of ‘ fiefs,^ or service-holdings, which were provided for the minor 
chiefs and yeomen of JVayar caste, nnder the greater land-holders, 
or janmldar^ as they were called. Each of the subordinate holders 
had his land on permanent tenancy on condition of paying a 
cash deposit for the use of the superior or territorial chief ; the 
interest of this sum was the equivalent, wholly or in part, of an 
annual rent. Such tenures were naturally not understood by 
British officers of the late eighteenth century ; they accordingly 
were supposed to be a sort of ^ mortgage-tenure ’ 'whioh the 
landlords had a right to redeem ; and thus the position of the 
subordinate holders w^as materially lowered. Originally the 
idea of ^ mortgage ’ arose out of the fact, not only that the tenant 
paid a sum of money to the landlord, but there were customary 
rules for revising the terms on the death of the landlord or at 
certain recurring periods. 

But to return to the monarchical organisation. Though a 
central government was established, the nad divisions long 
retained their importance. We continue to hear of a great 
council of G-00 chiefs of ndds assembled from time to time.^ 
This institution, in fact, lasted down to a late period, for in 1746 
we find a British officer reporting : ‘ These oSTairs, being heads of 
the Calicut people, resemble the parliament and do not obey the 

^ Bee Logan^s Malabar D. 3£ i. 88, 89. It was probably a united 
assembly of the chiefs of the 150 tara^ or family groups, for each of the foar 
lesbdmgndd. 
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King’s dictates in all things, but chastise his ministers when 
they do nnwarrantable things.’ 

The earlier Dravidian plan seems to have been not to give a 
general produce-share or land-revenue to the chief or sovereign, 
but to assign ^ ^ royal farms ’ or lands, cultivated by slaves, for 
the support of his dignity. We shall notice the same plan, on 
a smaller scale, in the mdnjhihas, or lands for the chief, set apart 
in each village of Ohutiya-Kagpur. The same institution appears 
.also in the little kingdom of Coorg, where the panniya, or royal 
farms, were still recognisable at the British Settlement.^ In the 
Chutiya-Nagpur States we see further how the chiefs became dis- 
satisfied, or unable to live on the original provision, and how 
they imposed the contribution of a share in the produce on other 
lands, exempting only the priest’s lands and those of the original 
settlers and privileged families who furnished the hereditary 
village-ofiicers. 

Whatever, then, may be the antiquity of the monarchical 
form among the Dravidians, and its claim to be pre-Aryan in 
point of origin, it is evident that from the remotest times a 
division of the country — evidently marking the territories of 
different clans under their chiefs — was a universal feature. And 
this prepares us to expect that some minor subdivision inside 
the nad was equally ancient.^ 

Dravidicm Villcfjge-oi'ganisatiorb in OrisBci 

Turning now to the village as found among Dravidian races, 
I will revert first to the less advanced members of the race, and 
describe the Kandh custom as regards the village^ as I have 
already done on the subject of tribal-organisation. The tribe, or 

^ See Logan’s Malabar D, M. i, 223, 225. 

® Coorg, it may be mentioned, is another instance of a country held 
by a number of proud independent chiefs of nads without much coherence ; 
and so they fell under the power of a foreign Eaja, who reduced the Coorg 
chieftains but left them their lands on jsermanently favourable terms, 
constituting the jamma tenure of Coorg, 

® In the early attempts to settle the ‘ Jaghire ’ territory about Chingleput 
in 1795"9 we find a class of people still surviving called Ndtvdr (Nauttwar 
of the Reports; see Mirasi Papers^ These were certainly my 

vdr, chiefs of the old nad divisions. Cf. the Ndduvdr of Kanara* 
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rather tlie clan, is first subdivided, it will be remeiribered, into 
miitfM^ wHcii I may call the minor-clan group, each descended 
from a common progenitor! Each miitthd territory contains a 
number of hamlets or villages. We have no direct information, 
as usual, as to what caused the various families of one miitfJul to 
separate thetnselves into smaller groups. But, however formed, 
these villages represent small aggregates of independent familieSj 
kept together not by any holding of land in common, but by 
some connection of totem or for some other clan reason, and 
under the control of a hereditary chief who was always, unless 
specially incapacitated, the head of the eldest family in the 
group. 

The stage of progress represented by the Kandh tribes does 
not place the family in the same position as the Hindu joint- 
family^ where ancestral land is regarded as the joint property of 
the whole body, and the house-father is merely the representative, 
and is strictly limited as to Ms power of disposal of any part of 
the ancestral estate. 

Among the Kandh, the head of the family alone owns the 
homestead and all the land attached to it. His sons continue 
to live with him even after marriage ; so that there is a sort of 
house-communion, and all share in the fiimily meal prepared by 
the mother or — I suppose, possibly — the grandmother. The sons 
have no property during the father’s life ; it is only on his death 
that they will divide the land equally, daughters receiving no 
share, on the ground that they are unable to defend their posses- 
sion.^ The eldest son alone, unless incapacitated, succeeds to 
the chiefship if the father is village-headman. There is no trace 
whatever of each family having a certain fractional share in the 
entire village area, still less of any common ovmership.^ There 
is no evidence as to what was the rule or principle of allotting 

^ Macpherson’s Beporfc, qtioted in Orissa^ ii. 72. 

The father’s brothers succeed in default of direct descendants ; and, 
in default of aU heirs, the land is divided among the other families of the 
village. . 

^ This is expressly stated ; see Orissa^ ii. 72, Other Bravidian customs 
are noted, from Dalton’s BfJinogra2^1iy^ in Br. Balfour’s Cyclopmdia 
ii. (Art, Kandh), such as that the youth of both sexes are separated, the 
males having their own club-house, in which they sleep at night ; all the 
girls are kept in a separate dormitory under charge of a matron. 
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lands to eacli family, or even to each clan. It is observed that 
the clan, or rather the minor-clan was recognised in its 

locale simply by priority of occupation ; and within the miittha 
it would seem that sometimes the boundaries of each village 
were fixed and the waste allotted to each. Throughout large 
tracts, however, the villages had practically no boundaries 
whatever, and a Kandh could claim any unoccupied land 
within the tribal area ; that means, I understand, within 
the limits of his own mutthd or immediate clan territory.^ 
Within the village areas, again, it seems that each family 
simply took out of the abundant waste ^ just what piece of 
land suited its means and requirements to clear and cultivate. 
Evidently a strong abstract idea of property in land had not 
arisen ; land became property when it was cleared and occupied ; 
while it lay waste it was hardly regarded as ‘ property ’ at 
all. No doubt, however, the entire area of land held within 
the mutthd location was regarded as a territorial possession, so 
that a hostile tribe trying to encroach would at once be driven 
out. Land once occupied and cleared was not only regarded as 
heritable property, but it could be sold by calling witnesses and 
informing the mutthd chief ; this was done, not to gain his con- 
sent (so Lieutenant Macpherson informs us), but to secure the 
transaction being known.® The farms or homesteads forming a 
village-group ai’e not closely placed together ; they are, however, 
so far in a group that there are recognised servile castes or 
hereditary menials, blacksmiths, potters, herdsmen, and dis- 
tillers, who ' hang about the outskirts of the village or live in a 
separate row of huts assigned to them.’^ Thus in some parts 

1 Maci^herson’s Report, quoted in Orissa^ ii. 210. 

® In 1841 it was reported that only about one-^eighth of the Kfmdh 
territory was in the occupation of individuals, so that there must have 
been ample room for any settler of the elan to take up what he would, 
and acquire his ‘ title ’ by occupation and first clearing. 

The sale is completed by the vendor leading the buyer to the hamlet 
where the field lies ; and, calling together five hiisbandmen of the place, 
he delivers to him a handful of earth and publicly receives part of the 
price. I find a similar form of land transfer mentioned among the 
Coorgs. 

This is still the characteristic of Madras villages generally (see p. 68, 
ante). 
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the K^kndh village or hamlet consists of two ' streets’ — one a 
double row of family houses with a barrier at each end ; the 
other a row of inferior huts for the servile families. In other 
parts the hamlet consists of a row of houses with the menials’ 
huts clustered at one end. In other hamlets, again^ the ‘ patri- 
arch's ’ house is in the centre, near the sacred tree, which was 
always either left when the clearing was made, or was planted 
on the establishment of a new location. 

The village chief has no special holding of land in virtue of 
Ms official headship; nor do I gather from the authorities that 
there are any village officers connected with the ^ EaJ ’ and con- 
cerned with the collection of the Raja s dues or with the exten- 
sion of cultivation. This happens in later times. The clan 
chiefs of all grades have no special remuneration beyond their 
personal holdings, though they receive occasional free-will 
offerings. Their authority is solely derived from the family and 
clan connection and eldership. 

West Coast Land-Tenures 

We may now turn to the west coast districts, about the 
government of which we have already spoken. Here there are 
no village groups, and we have a totally different result of 
Dravidian customs. There seems here to have been, in very 
early times, some differentiating cause at work, because we have 
already, in the comparatively narrow space between the mountains 
and the sea, two different dialects, the Malayalam and the Tulii ; 
Kanarese ^ also appears in the north, and the Coorg (Kodagii) 
dialect may be reckoned as separate.^ 

Whatever may have been the original form of independent 
land-holding, we have now to take note of the Dravidian custom 

^ Kanarese, or the language of Karnfita, more properly belongs to the 
north-west corner of the I\radras plains — Bellary and the neighbourhood. 
It will he remembered that, by a strange freak of accident, the term 
‘Carnatic’ has become applied to the east coast; really the Kani!lta 
district was in the north-west. 

“ There is no doubt that India shows many instances of the readiness 
with which dialects become localised ’when there are any physical 
features of mountains and rivers to separate the people. In tlie Hima- 
layan valleys it is quite surprising how the dialects differ one from the 
other, ’especially as to the vocabulary— the names for different objects. 
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as affected by tbe adoption of caste, and of the joint-family 
idea which may have come from outside. Then, too, the whole 
country was dominated by local chiefs and their followers, with 
the result that when their rule passed away their estates became 
landlordships with a number of subordinate tenures which 
represented the ‘ fiefs ’ or holdings of the minor chiefs and 
yeomen of the military caste, as I have above described. There 
being no village-groups in the west coast country, the interior 
organisation of the janmi estates was peculiar, and depended on 
the strong sense of union which the Nayar families possessed. 
The basis of the territorial, organisation, coming down from veiy 
early times, was the nod, and every Tidcl contained a number of 
Nayar family groups called tara^^ while Brahman groups were 
called gmma and the inferior castes by other names. The lands 
belonging to each tarn wev& not, I understand, necessarily con- 
tiguous or even in the same juxisdiction. The group of blood 
relations forming the tara is the taravdcla. Owing to causes 
which cannot here be gone into, the principle of the matriarchate 
prevails, and the members of the tarn are as many of the descent- 
dants from the common ancestress as remain united. The Ndyar^ 
and other families of rank, prefer to remain undivided; and the 
common property of the whole taravada is managed by the 
Kdranavar, or elders of the gi’oup. The taravada can at any 
time be completely separated into a number of new groups, but 
only when all consent. As long as they remain undivided, 
every member, male or female, has an equal share in the myrnon 
property, though no one can claim- to have that share separated off. 
This family union does not prevent the members having the 
practically separate enjoyment of property and of the isolated 
fortress-like houses, or rather premises, so picturesquely described 
by Mr. Logan. For each member who has his or her separate 
family house, with the fields around it, forms a branch called 
fdvali ; only the theory is that the partition is not real till a 
legal deed has been executed by the whole body.‘^ This associa- 
tion, it will be observed, is very different from the Aryan joint- 
ftimily, in which, apart from the fact that the descent is patri- 
archal, the several members have larger or smaller shares 

^ See Malahar D, M. i. 82 ff., 181, 13B, 154-4. 

See especially Malahar D.M. i. 158. 
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according to their place in the table of descent. The twmvMch, 
in fact, is a small ^ minor-clan/ sept, or gens^ which recognises 
its continuing bond of union by blood as a matter of dignity, 
and has some at least of its property undivided.^ But, in 
reality, the plan of separating off the residences and the fields 
attached to them (tdvaU) prevents the theoretic community of 
family property from being practically inconvenient. The less 
dignified castes, who have also the Hindu idea of the joint-estate, 
carry out partition without objection. ^ The process of disinte- 
gration,' says Mr. Logan, ‘ goes on continually, except among 
the highest classes, who pride themselves on maintaining a large 
common stock.' I should not fail to remark that the ‘ common 
stock ' must, in any case, be maintained, under tie Malabar 
custom of inheritance, I had almost said, automatically. This 
kind of joint estate is quite unique, and could not occur in any 
community with different customs of inheritance. For, as each 
male member of a famvada dies, his share, as well as any 
property he may have separately acquired, Timsf — unless he has 
gifted it away in his lifetime — go to the whole family, for he can 
have no direct heirs; his children inherit, not from him, but in 
tlieiv mother’’ s tar ajVikkL^ 

To the north of Malabar lie the two districts of Kanara 
(Ivannada). These appear to have had much the same kind of 
tenure as Malabar ; only that, being nearer or more accessible to 
the neighbouring States, they had fallen much more completely 
under the power of the ^ Hindu ' dynasties. At one time 
Kanara formed part of the Kerala, or Oerd (Dravidian) kingdom, 
and then seems to have been conquered by Kadamba kings ; in 
time it was prosperous under the rule of Yijayanagar and 
Bedmir, and finally came under the Mysore Sultans. ‘ Prior to 

^ Mdaere some members of the group have some hex’eclitary local 
dignity it is customary that a portion of the joint property 

should be made over, for life only, to that member for the support of his 
position. 

- Thefarar^lfrZuinnowise resembles the joint-\dlIage of the North Indian 
pattidriri type ; but as a group it has points of resemblance to the khel 
or minor elan of the north-west frontier in which common relationship 
is acknowledged, and the equal right to a share in the tribal property ; 
only that in this latter case the share is nearly always divided oat in a 
separate lot. 
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the introduction of Brahmans under the auspices of Kadamba 
kings in the eighth century/ writes the author of the South Ecmara 
B. ilf,, ^ the early agricultural population of Tuluva seems to 
have held a subordinate position to the Ndyar or Bant^ who were 
military adherents of the chieftains who ruled as feudatories of 
an over-lord, who in his turn recognised some more distant 
suzerain/ ^ In fact, the original separate holdings all over the 
district were gradually aggregated into lordships, under Bant 
castemen, who were possibly of the same origin as the Malabar 
Nayar.^ As usual, when the chiefship decayed, the families 
clung to the lands as owners ; and the principal kind of heredi- 
tary estate, held by Bant and also by Brahman castemen, was 
the muldvanj^ the estate going back to the ' root ' or ^ origin/ 
Owing to various causes, the estates became somewhat broken 
up, and so consisted of various plots scattered through several 
of the local aggregates of holdings (mdgane) which do duty for 
villages. They are held by undivided families ; and the same 
rule of inheritance by the sister’s son (here called the aliya- 
Santana custom) prevails as in Malabar. The term varg seems 
to be derived from the registers kept up under the early kings ; 
a considerable estate of several plots would occupy a whole i)age 
in the palm-leaf books.’ ® 

These superior holdings, which correspond to the janmi of 

^ South Kcmarcb D, M. i. 54, by J, Sturrock (Madras : 1894), North 
Kanara is^described in Bombay Gazetteer, vol. xv. 

They are note quite distinct The Malabar Nayar have adopted cer- 
tain limits beyond which their caste will not permit them to dwell. 

This word is derived, according to South Kanara D. M, i. 118, from 
the Sanskrit varga, which is said to mean ‘ a leaf.’ The writer of the 
North Kanara memoir [Bombay Gazetteer, xv. 182) interprets it ‘ account.’ 
But the Sanskrit varga means neither ; it means ‘ kind/ ‘ class/ or ‘ cate- 
gory/ and is rather a term of art (used in grammar, philosophy, &c.), and 
so is unlikely to have come into use in connection with tenures — unless, 
indeed, it 'was locally adopted with some special meaning. On the other 
hand, many Arabic words found their way into use with the Mysore 
assessments, and very lilvely before that — e,g., waddegeni, a tenant on 
special contract (Arabic, wa^da), and mauje, majre [mauza, mazm). It 
seems possible, then, that the word is really from the Arabic warq, which 
does mean a ‘ leaf.’ Some of the records spoken of (locally called hadda- 
tarn) were perhaps seen by Sir T, Munro as late as 1800, but they have 
since perished (D. M. i. 94, 95). It is curious to observe that the superior 
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Malabar, liave, as naiglit be expected, numerous sub-tenures, 
•wMcli really are exactly on the same ^footing as the Mnam 
holdings of Malabar. The mfdgml is the subordinate (military 
caste) holding under the miildvargclclr. It is permanent, the 
rent cannot be raised ; and the amount of rent is sometimes 
reduced with reference to a fee paid in advance, the interest of 
which is equivalent to a portion of the rental! Ordinary 
tenants are called cdligene, or if with a specified term of years, 
vaicleg&ne. 

In short, the original Dravidian agriculturist holdings, of 
which it can certainly be said that there was no community or 
joint-holding in villages, were* overborne by over-lord tenures, 
with their connected fiefs and minor holdings. Under these, 
the original inhabitants became serfs or, at best, tenants. The 
joint ownership of the superior estates themselves seems very 

hereditary character of the varg was never lost. Similar independent 
holdings that have been established on escheated or abandoned lands are 
distinguished as sirMrgeni varg — i.e, established under the authority of 
the Government. Though in every way as secure and as valuable, they 
are not muld, or vested with the magic of high-caste ^ inheritance.’ 

^ See South Kd/nara D. M, p. 131. I cannot understand whj^ the Board 
of Bevenue in Januaryl818 should have vpritten that the wtrdgemgarwB.s 
a class unknown in Malabar. In reality the tenure was exactly that of 
the kmiahkdrar in Malabar, only that in the latter country the details 
of tenure forms w^ere better preserved, the country having been less 
subject to changes by foreign intervention. Extravagant ideas of the 
position of the ‘ landlords ’ ^vere, however, early entertained ; and, as was 
not unnatural in 1792, English ideas of tenure were largely imported 
nto the discussion. As already stated (p. 170), the holdings of the sub- 
ordinate classes of Nayar came to be regarded (and treated) by our early 
English officials as * mortgages ’ — ^with which they really had nothing to 
do. Mortgages, as such, are well known in Malabar, but are q_uite 
distinct. This idea of ‘ mortgage ’ not being attached to the Kaiiara 
mUlgeni^ the tw^o tenures wrere supposed to be clitterent. But the Board 
themselves acknowledge the payment of the fee ov xmmium^ and in fact 
state all the features wdiioh show the real identity of the two tenures. 
Both were in origin not contract tenancies, hut subordinate ‘ fiefs ’ for the 
minor ranks under the greater owners who held the varg, or estate in 
cliief. The mulgeni holding was originally not alienable ; it seems pro- 
bable that some of its early features had become lost in Kfinara, while 
they survived in Malabar, and that thus the tenures came to be dis- 
tinguished. 
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likely to have been due to tke adoption of Hindu caste ; and 
it would certainly tend to keep up tke position and the dignity 
of the families ; while the peculiar customs of inheritance 
would help to maintain the joint-estate in the manner already 
alluded to. 

Dravidian Villages in Soutli^tvestern Bengal 

Leaving the West Coast, as the home of so many curious 
tenures in which Dravidian custom has been only partially 
preserved, we pass to the other side of India — to South- 
western Bengal, where we have a survival of the Dravidian 
mZZu^c-formation, and one which indicates a somewhat more 
advanced stage than that which the Kandh village represents. 
The Dravidian form of village, as we see it in the Chutiya- 
N%pur districts/ was apparently based on the Kolarian model, 
but more consolidated and better organised. Here w© find the 
grouping of families, and their settlement in compact village 
sites under their own officers and provided with a staff of artisans 
and menials resident and entitled to their regular remuneration. 
We have definite village boundaries and arrangements for the 
extension of cultivation. Agriculture was always esteemed, and 
the strongest attachment to landed-property is manifested.^ In 
every village there seems to have been a more or less distinct 
plan or method of location, and of allotting the different hold- 
ings. First, there was set aside an allotment of land (manjhi-has 
shortened to majhlias), which, as its name implies, was for the 
support of the chief of the district (not village). Another land 
division, or Mnlnt (this is a borrowed Hindu term), was assigned 

^ Bee pp. 153, 166, cmte, wiiere an aecoiuit is given of the Dravidian 
occupation of these districts. 

- Mr. J. F. Hewitt remarks {Journ, Roc. Arts, xxxv. 622, May 1887) : 

‘ The feeling of proprietary right in the lands held by their forefathers 
was, among the families with privileged right, stronger than among the 
KoL Members of these families believe firmly in the indefeasibility of 
their rights ; and I have , met Uraoh cultivators who have lived all their 
lives and held land in villages beyond the limits of their own country, 
who named to me the villages where their forefathers had owned lands 
which they had never seen, and believed firmly in their right to return 
and claim a share in the lands should they wish to do so.’ 
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to the hereditary headman or chief of the village, rntmicl} A 
third lot went to the pahcm, or priest, and was called pahanai.^ 

The families who represent the first settlers and original 
^ first clearer s ’ of the soil are distinguished as hhuinJulr^ and are 
regarded as privileged in various ways : the famity of the 
hereditary-headman always belongs to this number. 

The rest of the ordinary, or non-privileged families and 
settlers (possibly of later date), have land allotments suitable to 
their requirements ; but these were in former days periodically 
redistributed, so as to give each holder his tuim at both the good 
and bad. An exception was made in favour of certain holdings 
which were, for special reasons, regarded as permanent: for 
example, those (now called jalsdzan^ Le. water-providing), for 
which the cultivator had laboriously constructed a small reservoir 
by damming up the angle of some ravine, and so supplying 
irrigation for his terraced rice-fields on the hillside. When 
new settlers were to be admitted, the whole of the holdings of 
the moveable class were redistributed, in conjunction, no doubt, 
with all the new holdings proposed to be created out of the 
waste. 

When the princes of Dhalblium and its dependent States 
were well established, they introduced a change into the villages ; 
the old ' chief’s’ lands (majhhas) were naturally appropriated to 
the use of the King ; and a second headman, called w.dJiato, 
was appointed to look after the Eaja’s interests ; accordingly, 
another special allotment of land (mCiModi) had to be found for 

* From this title of the headman it may suggest itself that the village 
had been originally established by Kolarian mundds, 

® The piilianai, or priest’s, land was curiously organised ; it was sub- 
divided into three fields to make provision for a triple order of worship. 
First, there was the hlmt-hheid, or provision for the local spirits (hMt)^ 
and the divinities of the village {gdon^devaMp whose abode was in the 
sacred grove or tree belonging to the village ; next, there was a held for 
the desaulJ^ or deity of the whole district (des) — that is, the deity whose 
influence was conterminous with the elan-territory under the chief (nimijhl ) ; 
thirdly, there w^as the field called ddllkdtdid, or land for the service of the 
earth god (or goddess ?) — the general object of w’orship. Naturally, in after 
times, as the people adopted the Hindu faith, the pdhan tended to disap- 
pear, and his holding diminished or else lapsed into the form of some 
revenue-free holding by the Brahman who took his place. 
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Ms support. And yet another group of fields was set apart ; for 
it became the rule to allow what were called oetkhetd^ or lands 
held free of payment, for the maintenance of the cultivators 
and labourers who tilled the ‘ royal ’ lands. ^ 

But the time came when the requirements of the Eaja s 
Court could no longer be satisfied by the produce of the majhhas 
lands; possibly it was because the princes had in many 
instances granted or assigned these lands to cadets of their own 
family or as rewards to other persons. Whatever the motive, 
the custom soon arose of also levying a share of the produce ; the 
share was taken on all lands that were not privileged as belong- 
ing to the deities, or to the hhmnhdr families, or to the village 
officers. It became the practice to designate all land which was 
thus made liable to the grain-share by the term rdjhas. When 
the days of the native rule passed away, and the Eaja's 
descendants were recognised as feudatory chiefs, or in other 
cases as ‘ Zamindars/ the majhhas lands (if not already assigned 
or alienated), became the ^ Zamindar’s ’ special holding, while 
the nljhas lands became the ordinary rent-paying raiyats lands. 
The older hhulnhdri lands, under the theory of the landlord 
Settlement, fell into the category of ‘ tenant ’ lands also, and that 
without any legal provision for maintaining the privilege of the 
holders. This gave rise to many troubles and to more than one 
local rebellion ; for the older families had, as I have observed, 
strong ideas about their ancient rights ; they could not, and 
justly so, conceive how the Zamindar representative of the former 
ruling houses could be entitled to destroy old customary rights 
and privileges, merely because he had become ‘ landlord.' In 
the end our Government directed a special Settlement to be 
made, and enacted a law designed to preserve the tenures — vi^s, 
the ‘ Ohutiya-Nagpur Tenures Act’ of 1869, supplemented by 
the local ‘Tenancy Act’ of 1879. The hhiithhcir families are 
now exempted from any further increase of their ‘ rents.' ^ 

^ In other cases we find the ‘ royal lands ’ cultivated by slaves or serfs. 
This was the case in Ooorg ; the foreign (Haleri) 'B&yd there assumed the 
right to the panniya lands throughout the province, and had them tilled 
by slaves. These Eajas also levied a land revenue, in kind, in addition. 

® I will oMy add that there have been differences of opinion about the 
value and sufficiency of the legal provisions enacted. I have been told 
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I shall not at this stage offer any remarks as to how the 
Dravidian and other pre- Aryan institutions naturally produced 
the existing miyatwari form of village ; such remarks will be 
more suitable in another place, when we come to consider the 
connection of the tribe, or the tribal stage of society, with the 
village grouping of land-holdings. But I may notice how easily 
in the midst of such villages special lordships might grow up, 
and how in such a country as Malabar, for example, the excep- 
tionally ‘ aristocratic 'joint-families, or taravada, ke-pt united by 
pride of caste and ceremonial purity, might have produced land- 
lord-villages, held in common ' or undivided, had not the 
features of the country and other circumstances been unfavour- 
able to the formation of such village estates. 

But it will be observed that nothing in any Kolarian or 
Dravidian custom as such, suggests a joint tribal holding of 
village or other areas ; nor does it show a village owned in shares 
by a particular group of families. Indeed, the joint-family does 
not yet seem to be in existence. It is only when we come to 
the Nayar families who have adopted caste and the Hindu law 
that we find their families keeping together and avoiding 
partition as lessening their dignity. 

that protection was not carried far enough, and that in some cases the 
claims of the interested persons had not always been correctly understood. 
It is only right to mention the fact, but I cannot go into any argument 
on the subject. The whole of the details above given are derived partly 
from Mr. Hewitt’s papers and partly from various official reports and 
correspondence relating to the Tenancy Act and the recording of rights 
under the Tenures Act. 
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CHAPTER V 

ms ARYAN AND 'LATSR CONQTJEBINa RACES AND THEIR 
CONNECTION WITH THE LAND 

In tlie last chapter, endeaYouring to discover specific customs 
characteristic of the early tribes over whom the Aryans obtained 
dominion, we could only light upon fragmentary evidence ; we 
find indications afforded by occasional survivals in exception- 
ally favourable localities, and we can take note of the general 
agricultural and social condition of parts of the country which 
are known to have been peopled chiefly by non- Aryan races. 
We are entitled also to draw certain inferences from a number 
of incidents — each perhaps small in itself — which, combined, 
produce a conclusive effect on the mind. It is hardly possible 
not to conclude that while the earliest settlements were in village 
groups, they did not represent bodies of men owning the land in 
common. If there was any general prevalence of the^ idea of 
a unit estate, or village held in shares at all in the manner of 
existing joint- villages, we should surely have some trace of it ; but 
there is none. Nor does the ‘ Hindu ' joint-family seem to have 
been known at first ; we only find it among the higher Dravidian 
races, when they had taken, as they did almost with vehemence, 
to caste ideas and pride of religion., Once more, we cannot help 
noticing that the village of separate holdings is characteristic 
of the countries vvhere the old or non- Aryan races were most 
widely spread, and were least disturbed. If, moreover, we turn 
to the indications afforded by the Aryan literature, we cannot 
help noticing that, whether in Mann, or the Jdtalms, or any * 
other, when the village is alluded to, it is the raiyativd/ri form, 
with its hereditary ^ headman.’ And in all the traditional 
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evidence we have of the early Rajas and their mode of govern- 
ment, the villages are clearly groups of individual free cultiva- 
tors, and not co-sharing lords of a petty manor. How, then, did 
the Rfijputs (Aryans) get their joint-villages ? What notions had 
they about property in land ? As we have observed what we 
could of non-Aryan custom, so we may try and trace what is 
specifically Aryan. And then Jat and other races have esta- 
blished ‘ joint ’ villages as much as the Aryans, so that we must 
go on to see what further influence these later tribes have had 
on village land-holding. 

Of the effects of the Aryan settlements in India itself in the 
earliest period, we have no real evidence beyond certain scattered 
allusions in Vedic literature, and some faint local traditions. 
We can fairly surmise that the chief feature of their conquest 
was the establishment of local kingdoms or chiefships. We also 
remember that one part of the Aryan tribes — that connected 
with the Panjab (or north-west Himalayan) Hills, the Indus 
Valley, and the upper part of Western India — was separated 
from the others, so that these ^ non-Brahmanical ’ Aryans, as I 
have called them., had no part in the later development of caste 
and of all the peculiarities of the ‘ Hindu law.’ One result of 
this would have been that such tribes would mix more readily 
with other races, and with the superior tribes of the pre-existing 
populations, while very probably infusing into them .something 
of their superior energy and organising power. It does not 
seem lil^ely that the earliest Aryan settlers had yet any such 
definite forms of land-holding as to produce any great changes, 
except in so far as the erection of a local lordship is a change ; 
such Aryan settlers of the humbler order as took to farming 
would in all probability form villages on the pattern they found 
existing. The more striking institutions which we associate 
with the name ^ Hindu ’ — 'the quasi-feudal system of Rajpu- 
tana, the old ideals of monarchy still traceable in the existing 
Hindu States, the Puranic religion, the law of the text-books, 
and the complete establishment of caste, these are all due to tlie 
Aryans settled, beyond the Saraswati and the Janma, in the 
Ganges plain. When we come to later and more settled times, 
under the influence of the Hindu system, the actual knowledge 
we have of Rajput and other similar tribally and individually 
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founded villages, comes from local traditions, bardic legends, 
and sometimes from family histories, called hcmsdvcdl. 

In the attempt further to describe specific Aryan (Hindu) 
customs of village-tenure, and the customs of the other North- 
ern tribes who followed their footsteps and made Northern 
India their chief home, we shall find that the best illustration 
will be derived from actual examples rather than from general 
and abstract description. Nevertheless, a chapter must be 
devoted to the discussion of some general matters of Aryan 
custom. In the first place, we have often been told that there 
is a specially agriculhiral caste among the Hindus ; and this has, 
perhaps, tended not a little to spread the idea that Indian 
village institutions are essentially or mainly Aryan. This 
question of caste in relation to land-holding should be eluci- 
dated. Then, too, we shall in our subsequent allusions to 
specific village histories continually mention the dmis of Rajputs, 
and the establishment of Rajput monarchies and chiefships ; so 
that it is essential to give a brief account of the constitution of 
the older Hindu society and its goveimment — as far as it bears 
on the land question. Lastly, we have some indications, in 
Hindu texts and elsewhere, of the general ideas held regarding 
property, and especially property in land, and these it will be 
well to consider. A final section on the effects of the settle- 
ment of post-Aryan tribes and of the Moslem conquest can 
also most conveniently be included in this part of the work. 


Section I . — Aryan Caste in its Relation to Agriculture 

Everyone who has opened an Indian Census Report knows into 
what a multitude of castes Indian society is divided ; the system 
became so well established, and it coincided so easily with dis- 
tinction of race and clan, that, in a certain sense at any rate, it 
became applied to Sikh and Muhammadan people as well as 
those called ‘ Hindu.’ These castes are the growth of centuries. 
They have, in fact, multiplied, divided and again sub-divided 
times without number. Difference of caste, implying the general 
inability of one to eat, drink, or smoke with the other, and 
making intermarriage out of the question, has arisen, partly out 
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of religious distinctions, partly out of racial or tribal differences, 
and still more out of hereditary crafts, occupations, and modes of 
life. 

In the Vedas we only see the beginnings of such a system. 
But long before any idea of i^eligious and ceremonial distinction 
was developed, the tribes appear to have recognised a certain 
‘ classification,’ which, in fact, became the foundation of the 
caste-system. 

There were, from the first, priests, or rather singers of those 
sacred hymns and invocations, the proper use of which had the 
greatest effect in securing victory and abundant spoil. And the 
course of adventure which the achmncing tribes were pursuing 
could not fail to bring into prominence the warrior class * 
— especially those noble and distinguished families which gave 
birth to the natural leaders of the clans, and which afterwards 
furnished the Eajas and chiefs who ai'ose out of the earlier tribal 
organisation. These two classes grew into the ^ twice-born ’ 
(Brahman and Kshatriya) castes. Both, from the first, had the 
least possible connection with agriculture, except as over-lords 
of the soil and receivers of shares in the produce. 

Setting apart these two chief castes, all the bulk of the 
people are merely spoken of collectively as 1%, which later became 
Vafiqya — i.e. ‘ the (Aryan) common people.*^ Every invading 
army or colonising nation, however, comes with a host of camp 
followers and inferiors, probably of various origin ; among the 
Aryans some had apparently been admitted at least to the outer- 
courts of the community, and had conformed to Aryan customs. 
Accordingly, as the settlement progressed, so another (fourth) 
group came to be distinguished. Perhaps one of the tribes early 
admitted within the Aryan pale may have originally had the 
name of Qudm-; or it is possible that some of the camp-followers, 
or serfs, were called by this name.^ 

But no sooner were Aryan tribes settled in India than mixed 

^ King Alfred in his Saxon translation of Boethius remarks : ‘ Unless 
their are priests, soldiers, and workmen — gebedmen, fyrdmen, and weora- 
men — no king can show his craft ’ ; quoted in F. Seebohm’s English Village 
Gomnmniiy^ 3rd ed. p, 183. 

® See dimmer, p. 214. 

^ That the fourth group was an after addition will, I think, be 
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races began to grow up. In fact, the Aryan infltience extended 
as mucb by mixed marriages, alliances, and conversions, as by 
direct conquest. Before long the converted aboriginal and mixed 
races acknowledging Hindu customs, alike required a new 
name ; they became fused into one general class, and were called 
Qudm, The races who were not received into the pale at all 
remained ^ out-caste.’ 

These broad divisions soon came to split up into many 
groups, and into subdivisions innumerable, and the old general 
names remained chiefly in books, and were used as generic 
terms rather than as actual caste-names. 

The military caste of the older organisation is now reprewsented 
by a few of the higher families, who still call themselves 
Kshafriyd, as well as by the mass of ^ Eajput ’ clans ^ and 
castes, some of, perhaps, ^ Indo- Scythian/ and others of more or 
less mixed race. The bards early recognised thirty-six ^ royal ’ 
houses, which were divided into ^ Solar ’ and ' Lunar ’ branches, 
but included the later ‘Fire-born’ (Agni houses,^ as well 
as, if Colonel Tod’s lists may be trusted, some Northern 

admitted. The name Qudra occurs but once in the Egveda and that 
in the' FurushasuMa ; but this is, I believe, held to be a late 

addition to the original. See Caldwell, Introduction, p. Ill ff, and. 
Zimmer’s note on Ptolemy’s Sudroi, p. 485 ; and on the subject gene- 
rally, Zimmer, p. 204 ff, 

^ It is curious that, as a general caste-name, Khsatriyd, or in the | 
Hindi form CJiatri, has almost disappeared, except as presently noted, i 
It is commonly said that the large caste of Kliatri, the shop-keeping and ^ 
trading caste, derives its name from the Sanskrit Klisatriyd. I believe 
this to be doubtful, for why should the other form, Clvairi, also survive ? 
The military, or royal caste, is now usually called ( = sons of the 

king), and in some places, generically, ThfiTcur, barons or lords of the soil. 
But it is curious to note that as the Bdjputs have in so many cases 
descended to the peasant rank, and become mere landholders in villages, 
cultivating their own fields, the higher families disdain the name. In 
Oudh the chiefs always call themselves Chatri, and would be insulted if 
told they were Bdjput. So it is in Kangra (Ibhetson, Ethnography, 

§ 45G) ; the near descendants of the ruling chiefs returned themselves in 
the census as Chatri or Kshatriyd, to distinguish them from the Bdjput 
peasantry or cultivating landholders. 

^ This later addition is very remarkable, and points distinctly to an 
extension of the * military caste.’ See p. 113, ante^ and Tod, ii. 408’-9,. 
and i. 82. 
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princely houses — the KcdM^ Bala, Euna, &c. To these divisions 
belong all the multitude of Rajput clans of the present day — the 
Gauhcin, Timcir, Bahtor, SolanMi, Pmmdra, and many more 
whose names will occur in the sequel. Others, like the Jddu, 
Eiarejd, and Sammd, are probably still older, and connected 
with the earliest (non-Brahnianical) Aryans, The Brahmans 
have also split up into a number of distinct branches, many of 
whom are quite strangers one to the other, and are looked upon 
as inferior by the rest. Some have descended so low as to 
take to cultivation. All the rest of the people, the original 
Vaieija and the Qudm, have long ago been classified anew into 
hundreds of castes largely dependent on trade or occupation, 
some of them being more nearly Aryan, and the vast majority 
being mixed, or more approaching the ‘ aboriginal ' races. 

That originally the Aryan tribes were a pastoral people 
is generally admitted. But a people occupying, even for a time, 
a country like that beyond the north-west frontier, consisting 
of mountain lands and intramontane valleys, could not possibly 
subsist without growing cereal crops ; and we are not surprised 
to find several allusions to agriculture as essential to life in the 
earliest Vedic hymns.^ 

These allusions to agriculture in the Egveda are often in- 
troduced only by way of metaphor or simile ; and there is no 
description of any form of land-holding or mode of settle- 
ment for agricultural purposes. The modes of tillage known 
seem to have been of quite a primitive character ; but in many 
respects the same character attaches to the implements as well 
as the methods in use at the present day. It seems that as the 
Atharvan Veda represents a later stage of Aryan progress, so 
the allusions in the book indicate a somewhat more extended 

^ the Vedic word for ‘ijeople ’ in general, is connected with 

cultivated land, and Icarslia, a plough (Zimmer, p. 141). But 
this merely shows that the general notion of mankind living by the pro- 
duce of the ground is very ancient. From the way in which the phrase 
^ahm 'krsMfiyak, the ‘ five people or tribes,’ is used, it is evidently 
synonymous \\Ai\i panca-j email oi: pakca. mdimva — i,e. the nation at large 
(see G. Oppert, p. 577, note). It does not necessarily lead to the conclu- 
sion that the early Aryans were naturally agricultural by habit, rather 
than pastoral. 
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or advanced agriculture. , It is here alone, for example, that we 
hear of ploughing, evidently in the open fields and heavy soil of 
the Gangetic plain, with yokes of six and eight oxen.^ It is 
here also that we hear of the iron ploughshare (pavmcvcmta). 
This, however, does not imply more than the primitive plough 
still in use. The plough — in two chief forms, one heavier 
and the other lighter — is to this day made in the rudest 
manner ; and the share is only a pointed cap of hammered iron 
covering the spike of wood which digs the furrow. As soon as 
the art of hammering the soft and excellent iron which abounds 
in the Himalayas became known, the preparation of this iron cap 
or point would be among the simplest discoveries.^ So, too, the 
mention of water- channels (khanitra, Egv. 7.49.2) does not 
indicate any advanced artificial irrigation works ; it is just such 
a natural diversion of a stream in a valley as can be seen in 
abundance all along the Haro river in Hazara, for instance, or 
in fact anywhere in the mountains where a stream is led on to 
the fields, and sometimes carried along the hillside for some 
distance. 

There is no specific mention of the crops grown ; the words 
relating to the ^ grain ’ are of general import only. It is clear, 
however, that though nothing is stated as to who cultivated the 
land, whether the tribesmen, or serfs, and subject people, there 
is no indication that agriculture was despised, as it afterwards 
was. From several passages we gather that the plough as the ^ 
producer of food was thought of importance ; and in one place 
the singer, apparently addressing people in general, urges them 
to leave idleness and gambling with dice, and attend to their 
fields and to getting food. We shall have to speak of the 
Yedic grama, or village, in another connection ; but there is not 
the least suggestion that it is a group of land-holdings held in 
common, or in any other way. But the idea of fields, owned by 
some one, seems familiar, from the allusion found to measnriug 

^ Aih, Veda, 6.91.1 ; 8.17.8. 

“ The Sanskrit evidently implies only such a rude iron tip or point 
as is in use at present ; for the word also is used for ‘ spear-head.’ A 
rude process of smelting iron (in a malleable form) at a low temperature 
by charcoal, is evidently of great antiquity in the Hill States and in many 
other places. 



190 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


the fields with a staff of reed ; and to there being ba^re strips 
or balks (hhilya) left between the fieldsl 

So far, then, as the early Aryans are concerned, agriciiltnre 
appears to have been in no disrepute ; nor can we learn whether 
it was the business of any particular tribe or class. It is 
probable that the very fact of settlement would have effected a 
sort of natural division of labour and adjustment of suitable 
occupations. Some of the tribes or families would take to 
agriculture, and these would form the majority of those who 
remained stationary when the rest moved on. Naturally, there- 
fore, the farther the Aiyans moved into India, the more would 
. the advancing body be composed of Brahmans and fighting tribes, 
and the more disposed these would be to relegate agriculture to 
the humbler classes, and to the conquered ^ aborigines ’ and the 
mixed races who so soon sprang up and multiplied. 

Whatever may be the true date ofthel/ciirs of Mmiu, we have 
no earlier literary mention of agiiculture, after the Veclic hymns. 
In Manu we are already in times of settled royal government. 
The kingdom is internally organised into administrative divi- 
sions under appropriate officers. The Vcdgya (the term is now 
applied to a caste) is represented by the merchant whose busi- 
ness is with trade and with buying grain and other goods ; he is 
regarded also as the owner of flocks and herds. ‘ Tlie cultivation 
of land ’ is only casually thrown in among his permissible occupa- 
tions as a subsidiary matter. And even so, the expression used 
seems quite possibly to refer to agi'icultural land-holding, not as a 
personal occupation, but as a means of employing capital. At 
the present day the Khcdri and Banhja (traders and money- 
lenders) — the most non-agricultural Hindu class in the 
country — ax’e eager to buy and to hold land as an investment. 
Thus in the ^ Laws we read, ^ to tend cattle, to bestow gifts, to 
ofier sacrifices, to stud}’- [the Yeda], to trade, to lend money and 
to cultivate land ' — ai^e the * duties assigned’ to a Vcdgya} 

^ In Egv. 1.110.5, the divine artificers (Mk/l) are spoken of as 
measuring ‘as a man measures a field with a staff of reed* {lioJmtah 
in Grassman’s translation). In Kgv. 10.142.3, in a hymn to Agni, the 
bare strips or balivs are mentioned. 

Mcmava Dharmasdstra, chap. i. p. 90, G. Btihler translates 
‘assigned’; Sir W. Jones makes the Glossary addition ‘or permitted.* 
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The author has indeed little feeling for agriculture, as in 
another place ^ he says that ^ some declare that agriculture is 
something excellent ; [but] that means of subsistence is blamed 
by the virtuous ; [for] the wooden [implement] with iron point 
[the plough, i.e^ injures the earth/ The idea that the Vai(^ya « 
is the agriciiltoal caste par excellence is quite without foundation. 
Indeed, in spite of the employment of the term in Manu, Vcdgya 
did not generally come into use as a caste-name at all. There 
is no general caste so called, although locally some unimportant 
groups may be found calling themselves so, for want of a more 
distinctive name. 

What is perhaps stranger still, the Qudm caste, though it 
must, in the times we are referring to, have come to include a 
large body of settled cultivators of mixed as well as of non- 
Aryan race, is not treated as a specially agricultural caste, 
nor is there any allusion to ploughing or farm labour. And 
although the laws of Mann may deal more with ideals than 
with actual facts, still it is very remarkable that agriculture 
should not have been specially attributed to the Qud/ra^ unless, 

In chap. ii. p. 31, we are told that a Vaigya's name should be connected 
with wealth : in chap. v.p. 37, mercantile business seems to be the object 
of his life. So in chap. viii. p. 118 the Vaicya witness is to be sworn 
‘ by his kine, grain, and gold ’ ; if he were essentially an agriculturist, * 
attached to his land as Indian villagers notoriously are, siireiy the 
ancestral acres would be a much more natural object to swear by. So 
in chap. x. pp. 79, 80, agriculture is just mentioned as a means of liveli- 
hood — when necessary ; but trade is the most commendable for a Vaicya, 
Cf. also chap. ix. pp. 326, 327, 330, where the only direct indication of a 
Vaicya' s interest in agriculture is that he ought to be ‘ acquainted with 
the manner of sowing seeds and with the good and bad qualities of 
fields.^ 

^ Ibid, chap. x. p. 84. 

Of a Cudra it is said, Manu, x. 99, 100, ‘ if he is not employed in 
waiting on twice-born men,’ he may principally follow such mechanical 
occupations as joinery, masonry, or the various i)ractical arts, as painting 
and writing, by which he may serve the twice -born. I have not found 
any text which speaks of a Cudra agriculturist. The Cudra of the 
‘ Laws ’ appears rather to be regarded as the lowly camp-follower of | 
the higher Aryan castes — but still within the pale ; he is not treated as ' 
what he really -was, or very often was, an aboriginal tribesman who had 
accepted Hinduism, or a half-blood. 
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as seems prolbablej the then existing agriciiltnral communities 
were largely, and indeed essentially, non-Aryan or of mixed 
descent, and therefore beneath the specific notice of Bralimanie 
authors. Nor can it be said that this proves too much ; it 
does not exclude the practical certainty that a large number of 
the humbler ranks of Aryans took to agriculture, or at least to 
farm management, with the aid of aboriginal and other races 
as their tenants and labourers. But it was just these humbler 
Aryan clans that were most likely in time to fuse completely 
with the original population. To summarise our conclusions, 
it may safely be asserted that all the upper classes of Aiyan 
origin had little feeling for agriculture, and that India does not 
owe to them either the introduction of settled cultivation or 
(directly) any particular policy or principle of land-ownership. 
To this day castes with some pretensions, though they may 
have been reduced to the necessity of cultivating their own lands, 
are usually in the position of proprietary co-sharers, or at least 
privileged tenants under greater landlords. The position is 
well stated by Sir W. Hunter when he says : ^ We know that 
the Aryan invaders never penetrated in sufficient numbers into 
India to engross any large proportion of the soil. That through- 
out five-sixths of the continent the actual work of tillage 
remained in the hands of the non-Aryan or Sudra races, and 
that even at a remote time husbandry had become as degrading 
an occupation in the eyes of the Aryan conquei’ors as the 
tending of sheep was to the Mosaic Pharaohs.’ ^ 


Section II. — The Aryan Clan-okganisation and the 
'Hindu State’ 

If we make a general survey of the existing Aryan (Rajput) 
land-holding communities in Upper India, and remember the 
fact already explained, ^ that the present allocation is due to 
an extensive redistribution and resettlement - which occurred 
long subsequently to the original establishment of Aryan chiefs 
around Delhi, in Oudli, and in the Ganges Valley, we are 


^ Orissa, ii. 205. 


Ante, p. 121 ff. 
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struck by one notable circumstance. Some of the Aryan 
agricultural conimunities appear in a still purely clan and family 
stage, and have always remained democratic in their constitution.^ 
Otherwise, the Kshatrlyfl class usually developed a monarchical 
s^^stem; and this system appears in some cases constructed 
distinctly on dan-lines — that is to say, tlie ‘ Patriarch,’ and 
sectional chiefs become ^ Rajas/ and Thakurs or ^ barons ^ 
graded in a kind of ^ feudal ’ order. But very often also there 
is a single royal house or a single chiefship, which is quite 
unconnected with any clan-gradation, or with the presence of 
adherents of the same clan. 

Both the dan-organisation, and the monarchical system as 
producing the Hindu 8tate^ are intimately connected with the 
history of village tenures. It is to the dan-organisation of the 
Aryan tribes that we owe the features of those Hindu land- 
holding communities of the joint type, but which had nothing 
to do with aristocratic origin or territorial rule. It is also 
ultimately to the Hindis, State system that we owe a large part 
of those greater landlord estates — the Zamindaris, Taluqdaris, 
and other forms of general over-lord tenure — with which this work 
is not directly concerned.^ But it is also to the same develop- 
ment, whether in the more perfect form of the Hindu State or 
in the mere local lordship of adventurous knights and scions of 
noble houses, that we owe many village commimities of Aryan 
connection. 

It is, then, a matter both interesting and important to trace 
back the xYryan polity to Vedic times, and notice how (1) its 
clan-system was organised and (2) how the prominence of the 
Ksliatriya or warrior caste has led both to the perfect ^ clan 
monarchies,’ as I will call them, such as we see in Rajputana 
and elsewhere, and also to those rulerships and chiefships in 
Oudh and elsewhere founded by single individuals without any 
clan connection at all. 

(1) The earliest Vedic accounts, though showing only the 

^ There are some excellent remarks on this in the district article 
‘ Hardo i ’ in the Oudh Gazetteer, ii. 40. 

® For the sake of clearness I omit, at present, ail mention of the | 
Muhammadan dynasties, which in fact copied or adopted the Hindu / 
system and thus gave rise to similar tenures among their descendants. \ 

0 
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germs of the caste system, always represent the Aryans as con- 
sisting of differently-named tribes, and as having divisions and 
subdivisions of tribes and clans, each headed by its appropriate 
grade of chief. We are also prepared to expect that this patri- 
archal or social tribal system will be in part modified by a mili- 
tary organisation * and the two together may be the source of 
some confusion in our minds. 

The main groups or tribes in early Aryan times are described 
by the term jancih^ and the clans or larger branches by vig.^ 
There is one passage in the Egveda (2. 26. 3) which specifies 
the entire series of the divisions. The favour of the Father of 
the Gods, it tells us, is to be sought by sacrifices, &c., that wealth 
may be acquired through the tribe, the clan, the minor clan, 
and the families ; or, as Zimmer translates : ‘ Wer den Vater der 
Gotter fiir sich zu gewinnen sucht . . . der erlangt Beute und 
Eeichthum durch die Manner; durch Stamm (janena), diirch 
Gan {viga)^ durch Verwandtschaft {jamnana^, durch Familie 
(jiutrcdh) ’ ^ Here we have the tribe or whole, then the ckm 
(Gau == oigd)^ then i-ihewdnor-ckmi (Verwandtschaft =jamnan ) — 
ix. the wider kindred or body of related families that have still 
some connecting link, whether or not they have settled together 
in one village,® and lastly the close kindred — the existing single 
family — whatever may have been the customary limit of descent;^ 

There are various grades of leaders and chiefs ; the grama we 
have already heard of as a cluster of buildings or fort of refuge, 

^ In the bardie records (and the Gdran, or bard, is a great personage in 
Eajpnt Courts) the whole tribe was called Jczild. The hula divides into 
galiJid^ or clans, and the clans into gotra, or got, which are septs or minor 
elans. In ordinary (non-rojal) castes that had a tribal basis, popular use 
has adopted the Arabic word qavm for the whole * caste ' and got for the 
clan. Thus a man is described as Q<mm Jat, got Sidhii, meaning a Jat 
of the Sidlni clan. Sometimes there is a farther division of the got into 
al. The Hindi word al is traced to the Sanslnit dvali, or ali ~ a line or 
row. There is also an Arabic word ill, which has a somewhat similar 
meaning = progeny, &c. 

2 Zimmer, p, 160 ; Egv. 2. 26. 3. 

The learned author thinks ih^^janman refers to a ‘ village commu- 
, nity {‘ Dorfgemeinde ’) ; but there is, as I shall afterwards show, no 
authority for this whatever. 

This question will be discussed when we speak of the tribe and the 
village, Chapter VI. ^ Zimmer, pp, 141, 142. 
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and the leader or commander of such a place Qjrdmcmi or vmja- 
'jpaM) is apparently connected with the disposition of the quota 
which each centre of residence contributed to the clan forces 
as Zimmer puts it, he is the ‘ Anflihrer des Heerbannes der be- 
stimmten Ortschaft.’ ^ The clan has a chief called Vigpatt, 
Over the whole there is a Raja — such a rant at least is frequently 
mentioned ; but the Vedic Rcljd appears very different from the 
autocratic ruler of later times. The office was hereditary, but 
sometimes apparently elective.^ No regular revenue or tax is 
yet levied — in a stage of society which is still a continuous war- 
like campaign — but contributions and gifts are offered, and 
enemies are made to pay tribute. The king also, as such, re- 
ceives a share in the booty gained by a successful foray. ^ The 
Rdjd is evidently not independent of some gi'eat popular assem- 
bly ; and affairs seem generally to have been managed by coun- 
cils of the tribe — of the clan, or of smaller groups, for more 
than one distinct term is used. The sahM appears to be the 
council of the minor-clan, or other limited group ; the samitl 
would be a larger gathering of the clan or tribe over which 
the king presides — rather, however, as inter pares. 

(2) Out of such a social stage we pass quite naturally to the 
later mona/rcliy. The tribal organisation has to be strengthened for 
war, or ultimately for the domination of a conquered territory ; 
a greater degree of power in the king, and of military obedience 
and loyal service on the part of the chiefs, become a necessity 
of success. The king himself rules the central territory, and 
the chiefs take charge of districts all round ; the frontier most 
exposed to danger of any kind being entrusted to the one who, 
as senwpati^ or captain of the host, has the greatest military 
skill. 

The land-revenue arises in the same natural order. When 

‘ Zimmer, p. 171. 

' Ihicl. pp. 159, 162. Possibly elective out of certain suitable families 
only. In Egveda, 10. 124. 128, there is mention of the clans as 

Zimmer translates) electing the king. 

^ Zimmer, pp. 166, 167. 

^ Hid., p. 174. We shaU see afterwards how this idea persisted in 
Eujputana, where the chiefs considered themselves the * brethren ' of the 
Eaja, and often asserted their right to he consulted, which the Baja was 
apt to forget. 
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the king is peaceably established, he finds cultivation going on 
in villages of the aboriginal races, many of whom have accepted 
his rule with very little if any opposition ; the humbler ranks of 
his own followers also take to cultivation, and it becomes a 
natural plan for each to give a share of the grain produce to the 
sovereign or the local chief, as the case may be. Outlying tracts 
subdued, but not occupied, will pay their tribute also, in what- 
ever form is most convenient, to the Royal Treasury. The 
system of taxation was soon extended further, for we find the 
trading and artisan classes organised into recognised guilds, 
each with its own head ; and by this means a contribution from 
the non-agriciiltural classes was secured.^ 

When we come to the times represented by the Laws of 
Maiiu, the ‘ manner of the kingdom ’ is already well known ; 
and there is no detailed description of it. The Raja receives his 
regular grain-share, and has officers to supervise its collection. 
Naturally (for the Brahman must be exalted), the council of 
chiefs has disappeared into the background, and the Brahman 
ministers are the ostensible advisers'^ But this more nearly 
represents the individual monarchy than the tribal form, where a 
sufficiently complete clan, with its greater chief and heads of 
minor clans were engaged in the government of a territory. 
When we see the Raj ’ established on this clan-basis in Rajpu- 
tana, we observe how an important post is assigned to every 
chief within the clan, and with it an oath of service is exacted 
and a formal recognition of the Raja’s supremacy.^ This is 
something different from what Mann contemplates. 

Bearing in mind the limited object with which this account 

^ I may be permitted to observe that in towns this * guild ’ system of 
tradesmen and merchants still exists; and if we had boldly made use of 
it in our first efforts to establish an income tax, there might have been 
less friction ; for it is a matter of obvious justice as -well as of ancient 
ciibi'Om, that non-agriculturists should contribute as well as the owners 
of land. What caused the unpopularity' was the attempt to enforce a 
Eiu’opean mode of levy— an inquiry into profits and incomes, and a very 
useless and nominal examination of shop-books. It might have been 
unscientific, but it would have been far more practical, to assess the 
different ' castes ’ or trade guilds, &c., in lump sums through their 
co/udharis, as they were afterwards called. 

' We have, fortunately, the valuable assistance of Colonel Tod’s 
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of the Hindu State is introduced, I do not propose to give all 
tlie minutiai of the really ancient organisation of Me^var and 
other early kingdoms. It will be enough to say that in the 
complete or clan ' Eaj/ the rank of Eaja ^ is given to the head 
of the chief family of the eldest branch : thus, the chief is still 
addressed as ^ BcqjV (revered father). Under him the heads of 
the lesser clans and families will have graded titles — licw (or 
Ravhx Western India), Rciivat (or Rciwal)^ Tlulhur and others. 

The Raja’s demesne was the central, and nsnally the richest, 
part of the country, and each chief had a territory round ^ it ; 
while the lesser chiefs, who could not be so furnished, held special 

Bajasilidn, originally published in 1827 and since reprinted. Colonel 
Tod is no doubt uncritical, and his linguistic and other deductions are of 
little •value ; but for all matters of custom and observance, of which he 
had intimate personal knowledge, his authority is first-rate. His love of 
analogies often leads Mm to absurdity. Hence he is too fond of identify- 
ing the Rajput system with the feudal system of Europe, to which, no 
doubt, it has some resemblance. As an instance I may quote his allusion 
to the minor holding, on military service, of what he calls a ‘ hide ' of 
land. The native term carsd means the leather or hide bag used for 
irrigation, and referred probably to the area of land watered by one carsd. 
Obviously it had no kind of connection with the ‘ hide ’ in the English 
manorial sj^stem or with European feudal tenures. The etymology of 
‘ hide ’ is not understood (Seebohm, Rnglisli Village Community^ p. 398 ; 
Stubbs’s Const, History, 6th ed. i. 79) ; but it can have no similarity with 
the ca/)^sd of land in India. 

^ The title varies, but it is usually Bdjd or Band. Mahirajd is a com- 
plimentary addition. Aclhirajd is sometimes coupled Avith the latter, and 
where not merely a bombastic title it properly imi)lies ‘ suzerain ’ over a 
number of other States. Eor it will be remembered that one of the most 
frequent features of Hindu States, especially those not on the clan system, 
is that they are combined in confederacies, and united under the hege- 
mony of some great emperor like Asoka or the sovereign of Kanauj. 
The Chinese pilgrim in the seventh century saw the State barge of 
Kananj being drawn by eighteen minor Rajas. This confederacy did 
not imply any interference with interior State affairs, only with general 
defence and offence. Cahravarti was another title applied to a ‘ suze- 
rain ’ Raja. 

® This was often pictorially represented as a flower with open petals 
round a central disc. See, for instance, p. 1 in Cunningham’s Ancient 
Geografphy, where the Map of India, A.n. 550, according to Va.rdhamitra, 
is given. The whole is represented, on this ideal, as a central domain 
with subordinate kingdoms lying ail round it. 
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ofSces witli assignments of Revenue or otlier means of support, 
within the central demesne. 

The Raja’s demesne has come to he universally described by 
the Arabic word Khdlsa (or Khdlisa), which has supplanted any 
older indigenous term or terms. The Sikhs also adopted the 
word, first as representing the consolidated territory belonging 
to the whole of the Sikh confederacy, and afterwards as mean- 
ing the ' State power ’ unified under their great Raja Ranjit 
Singh. The Mughal emperors employed the term to signify 
the whole of the lands paying revenue direct to the Treasuiy^ as 
distinguished from the territory available to be held ‘ in jdgtr'-- 
Le. on assignment of the local revenue, to certain great chiefs or 
officers of State (Mmisaldar),^ This was evidently an adapta- 
tion of the Aryan model. 

To return to the Hindu ‘ Raj.’ Where there were no geo- 
graphical features that invited a natural division of territory 
otherwise, the chief’s portions were frequently allotted by count- 
ing up groups of villages. The full estate was most frequently 
the ca/umsl, or group of eighty-four villages.^ Smaller estates, 
or even subdivisions effected for any famih' or local reason, were 
hedlisl, or tracts of foi’ty-two villages, or tracts of 

twenty-four. It is only necessary to add that the traces of this 
division always, as far as I know, indicate the remains of some 
rulership, or at least of a local barony or over-lordship of some 
kind, and never the mere clan-settlement of cultivating land- 
holders in a ^ democratic ’ group. 

The Raja and the chiefs each collected the revenue in his 
own territory; the chiefs paid no revenue to the Raja, but 

^ Colonel Tod does not give any Hindi name for the ‘ demesne ’ even 
in the case of the ancient dominion of the Rfina of Mewar. I have 
some reason to think that the term Tioi ma^* have been applied, or perhaps 
mandalam. 

- Some interesting information regarding vestiges of old caurdsl 
divisions in various parts of Upper India will be found in Beames’ 
Elliot's Glossary^ (s.v. ‘ cliati/rdsi'). In the Statistical Account of the 
Gorakhpur District, North-West Provinces (JV.-IV. P. Gazetteer^ vi. 436), 
I find this term used, not with reference to a number of villages, but to 
an extent of circuit in Icos ( - 1|- mile.) Thus a certain Baja’s territory 
was a circuit of eighty-four Jcos^ enlarged to a satdsl, or circuit of eighty- 
seven Icos ; and so with the lesser divisions. 
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helped him witli aids in time of war ; and the chiefs heir paid a 
' fine ' on his succession ; when also he did homage and received 
investiture from the Raj ad The early rulers made no claim to 
be owners of the soil ; there is not a trace of such a claim in 
the Manava Dharmasastra or in any other ancient textf In 
Eajputana we find, for example, the oldest and most dignified 
of the rulers only claiming as his State-right, what was de- 
scribed by the three words ‘ An^dtvn^ hcmi’ — Le., as Colonel Tod 
explains, his light to allegiance and military service of all 
grades ; his right to the land-revenue share (Idbog) and other 
taxes (bardr)^ including supplies of grass and wood or the equiva- 
lent thereof (/iA«r-MT) ; and his right to royalties on mines d 
No doubt this right included, as elsewhere, the power to dispose 
of waste and unoccupied land in the demesne. 

It is frequently the custom of writers on Indian subjects 
to speak of this system of chiefs in subordination to a Raja as 
‘feudal' ; but it is forgotten that really it differed from the 
feudal system of Europe in being as much dependent on clan- 
relationship as on anything else. The safety of the State and 
success in war alike demanded the loyal allegiance aud obedience 
of every clansman in his grade and place : otherwise, the chiefs 
remembered that they had as good a right to the or feudal 
estate, as the Raja had to his ‘ Raj.’^ In neither case did the 

^ In Mewar the jpattfdi, or subordinate chiefs, were numerous enough 
to be ranked in classes (Tod, i. 127). The fourth and lowest consisted of 
the Babuy or younger branches of the Raja’s own family, who received 
life grants for their subsistence. 

The question of State ownership of the soil is dealt with in the next 
section. 

In Mewar there were some valuable minerals (see Tod, i. 128). Kan 
= mine, is a Persian form, but connected with the Sanskrit Ichdru. 

Colonel Tod has given some interesting appendices of original docu- 
ments illustrating this. One of them sets forth the grievances of the 
2oaUdit, or vassal chiefs, of Deogarh, against their Bdwat, The petitioners 
give him the correct title, Deogarh being a State of secondary rank ; 
in the reply the chief styles himself Malidrdjd. The chiefs remind him 
that when the State was founded, their territorial allotments were made 
out as much as the Bdwafs own. They complain of his assuming to 
make grants to outsiders within their estates ; and of his listening to the 
advice of foreigners instead of allowing them (the chiefs) to form his 
Council. 
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allotment of territory have anything to do with the actual owner- 
ship of the soil ; the chiefs’ territory and the Eaja’s were alike 
in that respectd 

A similar system of a Raja and his ‘ vassal ’ chiefs with 
appropriate allotments of territoi^ all round, appears in the 
account of the Hindu kingdom of Orissa as given by Sterling. 
It was adopted in its essential idea, though not in detail, by 
the Sikhs ; and its features may be traced in the States of Simla 
and Kangra. 

But obviously the system in its completeness depends on 
the presence of the whole clan and its branches. And when we 
remember by what strange adventures and by aid of what 
singular freaks of fortune many local riilerships were gained, it 
is not surprising to find a single chief without his clan, or attended 
only by a small following. The whole of India furnishes us with 
examples of Hindu States ^ which at one time or another had 
rulers or Rajas of some princely Rajput house, and perhaps not one 
other chief of the same family in his territory. OuDH affords us 
many examples. Thus, for instance, of the northern kingdoms, 
Gonda, Atraula, &c., Mr. Benett writes : ^ ‘ The JRdj rested on a 

^ So little was the ‘fief’ connected with ownership in the land, that 
there was a time, in Mewar at any rate, when the fiefs were moveable. 
(Tod, i. 146) : — ‘ I need only mention that as late as the reign of Raja. 
Singhram the fiefs of Mewar were actually moveable, and a little more 
than a century and a half has passed since this practice ceased.’ 

It is also hardly necessary to add that the worhmg of the system, and 
the degree to which the Raja, was really chief ruler and the vassals really 
subordinate in their own estate, depended on the energy and character of 
the Raja himself and the general morale of the whole clan. With a weak 
ruler, the tendency for the local chiefs to assert complete independence 
would soon become marked, especially as the clanTeeling grew w''eaker, as 
it must do in the course of time. 

® It win be remembered that the States were alw^ays comparati%^eIy 
small, and constantly changing. When we hear of great Hindu empires 
or extensive kingdoms, it is always that the ‘Emperor’ w^as the head of a 
great confederacy of smaller States, reproducing on the larger scale the 
idea of the ‘ Rajii ’ and his ‘ barons.’ They were held together by the 
slenderest threads ; the sending of an embassy w^as enough. It w’-as only 
thus that it was possible for Asoka, for instance, to be nominal head of 
an empire extending at one time from Afghanistan to Ganjam. See 
Grierson’s Notes on the Gaya District^ 1898, p. 102. 

» Gonda 8. If. p. 37 if. 
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purely territorial basis. . . , Every Sa/ was confined to a definite 
tract of country, enclosed in a ring fence by recognised boundaries, 
and applied to every inch of land within those boundaries, . . . 
To suppose that it was in any way connected with the idea of 
clanship is a mistake. . . The author goes on to instance the 
territory called Khurasa, in which, though a numerous Chafri 
dan (Bisen^ held properties, the Eaja was a Kcdhans^ he and 
his immediate family being the only members of the clan in the 
territory. Many similar cases could be cjiioted. There was 
thus no opportunity for any feudal baronies ; or perhaps there 
might have been one or two adjacent territories which acknow- 
ledged a dependence on the Eaja, but that was all. The minor 
members of the Eaja’s family (rhothh(fiifd) would then be pro- 
vided for hj grants or assignments of revenue or territory 
within the iZa/. The ‘ Eaj ’ is essentially a territorial dominion, 
one and indivisible ; and, properly speaking, the Thakur or 
^ Baron’s^ estate is also indivisible. But in the latter case, in 
foimerdays at any rate, partition was not always avoided. I 
have even met with instances where a Eaja’s kingdom has been 
formally partitioned among his heirs. This, no doubt, is ex- 
ceptional, as the rule of primogeniture most commonly applies 
to the public or territorial estates of Eajas and ruling chiefs. 
The subject of primogeniture will come before us again at a 
later stage, ^ and need not be fuither considered here. Hindu 
States were nearly always of small or at least limited 

It may not be out of place to add that in the movements and 
turmoils of the Eaj put disruption occasioned by tlie Moslem in- 
vasions — and probably it has been so at all times — a great 
number of local chiefshi2:>s have been established in a very in- 
formal way, andruled without any attempt to adopt what I have 
described as the more regular features of the Hindu monarchy. 
We find small parties of Eajputs settling down in a, place and 

^ Post, p, 304, 

' It was the small States, ranging, in the TransHhagra districts, from 
100 to 1,000 square miles each, that afterwards formed the principal basis 
of the Revenue divisions or Taluqds formed under tlie Muhammadan 
government of Ondh. I need hardly also allude to the thirty-two small 
States in the Simla Hills ; all are held by their separate Raja, or Rilna; 
and only in some cases are there one or two dependent ‘baronies* 
attached to the State. 
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establisliing a rude kind of ^ barony/ If the leading chief after- 
wards attains to some power and reputation, and to an extensive 
domain, he will probably assume, or receive from the emperor, 
the title of Kaja. Such dominions were autocratically, but not 
unkindly, governed in old days. But they were veiy unstable, 
and were exceedingly liable to be broken up by family quan^els 
and to go to pieces. 


Section III. — ^Akyan Ideas of Piiopekty in Land 

It has been incidentally mentioned that the idea of separate 
fields measured with a reed appears in the Egveda. This shows 
that the principle of appropriation was not unknown at that 
early date. But from all that we know of the results of the 
Aryan invasion, the chief agent in producing varied forms of 
land-tenure must have been the introduction of a number of 
separate centralised governments, with the opportunities that 
they afforded for the growth of ovei’-lordships, whether ex- 
tending to considerable estates or to single villages, Tiie 
humbler Aryans no doubt settled down to village life either 
in independent democratic communities or under village or 
other local lords ; but, as tradition and history are more con- 
cerned with the deeds of the military and ruling classes, the 
prominent subjects of attention are the founding of royal capitals 
and the establishment of monarchies. These are varied with 
many incidents of local adventures, of estates gained by grant, 
or by wbat were in fact mere marauding expeditions. Every- 
whei’e we hear of little groups of Eajputs, under eflScient leaders, 
seizing on and extending territorial possessions. Nor do we for- 
get the case whei’e no monarchical development occurred. Even 
in those Aryan villages that were always held by cultivating fra- 
ternities from the first, the co-sharers, ^ democratic ’ though we 
may call them, and having no pretensions to any noble rank, 
still regarded themselves as hiding the land on a superior 
tenure extending to the whole area of their possession, in a way 
that we do not observe among the humbler raiyahiulrl commu- 
nities. And it may be convenient to add that the same feeling 
of superiority and of union was evinced by the Jat, Moslem, 
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and other clans who later formed similar settlements of joint- 
villages. 

In the case of Aryan clans or individuals establishing a terri- 
torial rule^ their original practice was only to take the lord’s 
share of the produce, without directly affecting the cultivating 
tenure of any existing holders. If, then, on the loss of the 
ruling position, the families became actual owners of the land, 
under the toleration of some new conquering ruler, we may be 
sure that the ownership would be of a ‘ superior’ character. In 
the larger estates, the great landlord would still regard himself 
very much as if he were still a Raja. He would be a great over- 
lord and rent-receiver, without interfering much with the actual 
soil tenancy. If the resulting estates were scattered villages, the 
bodies of ‘ inheritors ’ would become still more the immediate 
owners, perhaps themselves cultivating the land ; but there 
would still be the pride of descent, and that sense of superiority 
which in India depends much more on caste and birth than on 
appearances of wealth or forms of occupation. 

Aryan land-holding, in the case of all the higher castes, had 
thus a natural tendency to the landlord form. Otherwise, we 
have no evidence whatever that the Aryan mind conceived any 
special fom of village as such. The same j)hysical conditions 
and tribal ideas of family grouping that operated in all cases, 
equally invited the Aryans to form ‘ villages ’ — even where they 
were not taking the lordship of villages already established. But 
their^pecnliar position and sense of superiority led automatically 
to a difference in the hdenud constitution of those villages which 
ware held by the higher castes. 

When we come to speak, in the next chapter, of the origm of 
the joint-village, we shall discuss the kind of tribal feeling which 
gives rise to a sense of joint-ownership in some form or degree ; 
and we shall consider the nature and effects of the joint-inherit- 
ance as producing what is called common ownership in the joint- 
family of the original over-lord. It will be sufficient to notice 
here that the purer Aryan clans exhibit both principles ; they 
had a strong sense of union in the clan, and of the right of all 
the clan members to share alike in the common acquisition of 
territory • they also had the joint-family. 

As to the earliest ideas of land-holding among the Aryans, 
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ia the state of movement and constant warfare which the Vedic 
hymns represent, we do not find any direct or even covert alln- 
sion to any system of sharing the land conquered or occupied.^ 
If anything of the kind had existed, it is hardly possible that it 
should have escaped all mention. 

What, however, is still more to the purpose, is that there is 
no mention in the much later Laws of Mami^ of anything like a 
joint-village or an area of land held ‘ in common.’ This is the 
more remarkable because the joint-inheritance principle is fully 
asserted ; and so it would follow that if a father became the owner 
of a whole village, and was succeeded, say, by four sons and six 
grandsons (representing two other sons deceased), the whole 
village would naturally be held by a ' community ’ of ten co- 
sharers. But the tillage’ as a form of tenure depending on a 
co-shaiung constitution, such as is now observed in Upper India, 
is nowhere mentioned by the author or authors.^ The gnlmmn. 


^ Zimmer once or twice speaks of the ‘ Dorfgemeinde,’ but this is 
rather by way of using a current form of speech; for there is no Vedic 
evidence that ‘ communities ’ were formed by ^ village ’ bodies in any 
sense at all, far less as connected with land-owning. In the passage above 
quoted from the Rgveda (p. 194, ante) , giving the different divisions of the 
tribe, we find mention of the Verwandtacliaft -jctnman, Zimmer (p. 160) 
remarks that this is ‘ evidently ’ (deutUcJi)^ a village, because the inhabitants 
of the village were originally of a single family or kindred. I submit 
there is nothing ‘ evident ’ about it ; the statement about the village is 
derived from the conventional belief on the subject and is based „on no 
evidence whatever, iUl that the term {janman) implies is that there was 
a group of coimected single families held together by some tie of descent, 
so as to be recognised as one of the groups into which a tribe w^as sub- 
divided, possibly having a central residence or fortress. As to commu- 
nity of property or of land-holding, nothing of the kind is so much as 
hinted at. 

iVlthough it is again and again represented by our books that the 
‘ village community/ meaning one with a collective ownership, was known 
to Manu. I liave more than once gone carefully over the latest and best 
translation (Dr. G. Btihler’s) without being able to discover the smallest 
trace of any such allusion. M. de Laveleye’s statement (Propnefe 
primitive, p. 66), that ‘ the mention of the “ eommunautes ” in Manu did 
not suffice to enlighten the English lawyers ’ as to the joint- village, is 
perhaps thus explainable! The fact is that until 1795 (when the Benares 
province was to be settled) English administrators had no opportunity of 
coming across any jointly owned villages at all ; and the significance and 
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or village, is referred to; and, as it must have then been a well- 
known, if not already ancient, institution, it is perhaps not to 
be expected that any description should be given. The code- 
contemplates the king as receiving his revenue-share in kind 
from each village ; and there are district officers in several grades 
having jurisdiction over ten or twenty, or one hundred, villages ; 
and there is the plan of granting to such officers an assignment 
of the land-revenue share on one or two or more ploughs ’ as 
an official remuneration. The village thus referred to is that 
which corresponds to our Taiyatwdrl form, with its hereditary 
chief or headman ; the latter, as I have remarked,^ being the 
characteristic feature in which the joint- village is naturally 
wanting. Moreover, we shall see presently that the Mdnava 
idea of right in land is apparently confined to a primitive and 
natural one based on the feeling that labour expended on the 
first cleai’ing of the virgin waste gives a claim to the continued 
enjoyment of the ‘ lot ' ; and this comports rather with the 
raiyakvcm idea of village holdings. Nothing is said of the 
ownership of a whole village in shares, or of the general lord- 
ship of a whole village being granted by the king. Possibly 
the time had not yet come when such grants (to cadets of the 
Eoyal house, or to persons deserving of a reward) were common. 
More probably, to my mind, in the author’s time, such grantees 
or other over-lords were not yet regarded as owners of the soil, or 
their heirs as forming a body of village co-proprietors ; they 
were .still merely the assignees of the royal revenue and per- 
quisites — ' lords of the manor’ and nothing more; in other words, 
the position of the superior family had not yet developed into 
that of a ‘ village community,’ with an acknowledged ownershij? 
in the soil in any shape, but was an over-lord rhjM not regarded 
as in itself inconsistent with the still subsisting, permanent, 
and original, right of the village-cultivators as clearers of the 
soil. 

As regards a general idea of title to the soil, or property in 
land, I am not aware of any direct declaration on the subject 
earlier than the mention of it in the Lnwe of Alami ; and this. 

peculiar nature of them was not realised ffil 1803- 18^20, when the adminis- 
tration extended to the North-West Provinces, the home of this form of 
village. ^ p. 10. 
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again, appears to be consistent with very early tribal ideas in 
India.^ We do not, of course, expect to meet in Sanskrit 
literature with any juristic analysis of ownership, or of the 
theory of ^ possession,’ or a ^ just title,’ or of the nature of the 
rights and enjoyments which cluster round ownership ; these 
are refinements of Western jurisprudence. But the writer in 
the ‘ Laws ’ plainly refers, not to his own ideas, but to what he 
understands to be the ancient opinion, when he says that ' sages 
who know the past call this earth (jrirtMif}) even the wife of 
Prthu ; they declare a field to belong to him who cut away the 
wood, or who cleared and tilled it, and a deer to him who owned 
the arrow which first struck it.’ ^ Certain attributes of ' private 

1 Colonel Tod, for example, records the saying of the soil cultivator in 
the ancient State of Mewar, that he had so close a connection with the 
soil that he was like the aklmi dliuhit — the dliuo grass that could not be 
eradicated ; and he asserted his right in the oft-repeated saying — 
J^hogrd dlian-i-Hdj 7m 
Bhumrd dlian-i-majli Jiu, 

‘ The Bevenue share (hhog) is the king’s property [or wealth = ; the 
soil is my property.’— Tod, i. 424. 

Something of the same idea is perhaps expressed by the Kashmir 
proverb (right acquired by labour and skill bestowed), < liarihgonglu 
sui 7mrih He who has ploughed the land shall reap the crop,’ a 

rule, alas ! for centuries overridden by despotic rulers in that valley. (See 
Walter Lawrence’s Kaslimify or his shorter and charming paper in Journal 
8oc. Arts, April 1896, xliv. 491.) 

- Laws, chapter ix. v. 44. The Glossary of KullTihl Bhatf/i exx>lains 
‘eradicating the stumps’ by the addition ‘who cleared and tilled the 
land,’ The text is 

Brtliorm^nmam ^rtliivini hlidrydm purvd mdoviduJh 
StJiim-uGched asya TieddramdhuTi calyavatomrigam,^ 

where Iteddram is a field or cultivated land in general. 

I observe that in one of the reprints in Professor Ashley’s series of 
Econonuo Classics, Eichard Jones, in his Essay on Bents (App. vi.) 
falls upon this passage and ridicules Colonel Tod for applying it to 
Mevrar {tot sujgra, Tod, i. 424), or taking it as a declaration of fact when it 
is ‘mere allegory.’ But Jones (writing before 1830) liad very little in- 
formation, even at Haileybury, about Indian tenures, and he was com- 
pletely taken with the idea that land had at all times been regarded 
as State property in India ; so this assertion of private right was a 
stumbling-block to him. It may be weU, therefore, to mention that tlie 
passage in Manu is quite reliable. It occurs, it is rrue, casually, in con- 
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ownership/ as we should say, are also alluded to — foi’ example, 
the sale of land by a formal process ; and an imprecation . is 
denounced on one man who should wrongfully sow seed in the 
held of another ; rules for settling boundaries are given, and 
the fencing of fields is alluded to.^ 

here is no reason to suppose that in the time (whal3ever the 
true date may be) represented by the Laws of Maim, the claim 
of the king to be owner of all land was as yet asserted. Nothing 
of the kind is mentioned in the Code or in any other ancient 
text. But the fact of the king having a share in the produce 
naturally put him in a position to exercise a degree of control, 
the limits of which, in fact, depended on his own sense of what 

nection with an argument about the right to a child begotten on a woman 
by a man other than her husband ; and the writer, no doubt, merely 
introduces his statement about land as dia ilhistraUon os argument from 
analogy. But the whole point of his case would obviously be lost if the 
illustration „ itself were not a statement of tact, and one which his readers 
would recognise as such. There is nothing whatever metaphorical or 
fanciful about the text ; it is a plain statement of a principle of ownership, 
and obviousiy the ancient commentator also treats it ‘ as such. It is con- 
sistent with all we know, in other ways, of early Indian land-owning ; it 
is consistent with everything else that Manu says about the subject. 
There is, of course, no regular chapter or formal section on land-ownership 
in Manu ; such a thing could not be looked for. 

^ The right by ‘ first clearing ’ appears in various guises in India. 
Indeed, in early times, when cultivators were scarce in proportion to 
the arable land, any reasonable ruler must have discovered the import- 
ance of fostering and extending cultivation and attaching the cultivators 
to their holdings. The same principle (right of the first clearer), 
Colonel Vans Kennedy informs us, is admitted by all the Muhammadan 
jurists (see, for example, the Ilidnya, written about A.n. 1152, Hamilton’s 
Translation, 4 vols. 1791, book xlv. ; referred to in L. S. B. L i. 229). 
Even at the present day nothing is commoner in Northern India than 
to hear tenants claim occupancy rights on the ground that they are 
hutdmdr, or took part in the hiitd-shigdfi, as the popular phrase is — ix. in 
clearing the jungle. Here, firom the general growth of over-lord claims, 
the cultivators are very often in the tenant class, but the sense of 
permanent right on the basis of first preparation of the soil is the same. 

It will also be observed that in places where the periodic redistribu- 
tion of allotments was customary, it always ceased to apply, or never 
applied in the locality at all, where the holdings were irrigated, or were 
made culturabie by some exceptional expenditure of labour or capital on 
the part of the holder. 



208 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


was right. It is not surprising that, as a matter of history, the 
claims of the Raja, or the State-right, if we prefer so to call it, 
soon became consolidated and intelligible. We have seen how 
the Me war Rajas spohe of their An, dun^ hln ; and it became a 
recognised attribute of the ruling power that, as a matter of 
custom, it had the combined right to the share of the produce, 
the right to the waste, and the right to tolls and transit clues. 
This aggregate of rights was from early Muhammadan times 
spoken of as tJie ZmnmddTL, Later on in history, when the 
continued invasions and local wars brought about a fx^^qiient 
succession of new coaquering princes and marauding chiefs, and 
when, at the break up of the Mughal Empire, the deputies over 
the great provinces assumed independence, the temptation to 
increase the share demanded from the husbandmen, and to 
enlarge the pretensions of the ruler generally, was irresistible. 
The old State-right, or ' Zamindari,’ was magnified into a general 
superior ownership of the entire domain.^ This natural preten- 
sion of conquering princes received a further impulse from the 
Moslem invaders, who not only had all the ideas of superiority 
natural to conquerors, but added to them the religious /.eal which 
supposed that the faithful were the natural ^ inheritors ' of the 
wealth of infidels. All over India, the rulers, whether Moslem 
or Rajput, had thus no lack either of motive or opportunity for 
establishing their virtual ownership of the soil of their territory. 
But in practice, it is only just to remember, the better class of 
eveu foreign conquerors never conceived of their rights as 

^ The earliest notice I can find is about 312 b.g., where Megasthenes 
is describing a limcl tribute as weli as the land-revenue share, which 
Chandragupta, King of Magadha, made the people pay because ‘ all India 
is the property of the Crown and no private person is permitted to own 
land.’ This may have been merely an erroneous inference from the 
particular local obligation to pay ‘ land tribute.’ And Chandragupta was 
a conqueror of alien race. Lassen (ii, 726) also remarks that Megasthenes 
was in error. This must certainly be held to be tlie case as regards any 
general assertion of the Baja’s right in land at so early a date. It was at 
a much later time, possibly when the Buddhistic princes had been gene- 
rally defeated, that the Brahmanie writers invented the story of Parasu 
Bilma having conquei’ed the whole earth and jxresented it to the Sage 
Kasyapa (i.e. to the Brahmans), who allowed the Kshatriya. ruling chiefs 
t6 manage it for them. 
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necessarily antagonistic to tte concurrent, hereditary, permanent, 
and long-established right of the older cultivators of the solid 

Whatever may have been the precise date to which the right 
of the State to be considered superior owner of the soil may be 
carried back, it is certain that no ancient Hindu authority can 
be quoted for it ; nor is it consistent with the genuine principles 
of the Muhammadan law. On the other hand, by the beginning 
of the eighteenth century, and in some cases of conquest long 
before that, all the rulers of the Muhammadan States, and all the 
local Rajas who were conquerors and mostly foreigners, were found 
cle facto to claiin the superior ownership of every acre of their 
doininions. And this right is asserted by the Native States to 
the present day. 

It is often stated in books that ‘ the Hindu law ' recognises 
the State ownership of the land ; but it will invariably be found 
that the only authority for this is an implied, and occasionally 
an express, reference to what the author apparently did not know 
to be a purely modern Hindu law digest known as Jagannatha’s.® 
The,compiler of this work, who collects and comments on really 


^ The feeling in favour of the protection of the husbandman seems to 
have been noticed in early times. It is reflected in the Statement of 
Megasthenes as epitomised by Diodorus (McCrindle’s MegastJienes, &c., 
p. 41), that husbandmen were exempted fi:om fighting and ^ devote their 
whole time to tillage ; nor would an enemy coming upon a husbandman 
at work on” his land do him any harm.’ And again (p. 33): ‘Among 
the Indians ... by whom husbandmen are regarded as a class that is 
sacred and inviolable, the tillers of the soil, even when battle is raging in 
their neighbourhood, are undisturbed by any sense of danger.’ He adds 
also that the land is not ravaged with fire nor the trees cut down. 

The fact is that all settled rulers, not mere marauders under the neces- 
sity of plundering while they could, have recognised that security to the 
cultivator means in the long run the best revenue. Even the Marathas 
did not altogether forget this. The harshness of native rule is usually 
inferred from the heavy revenue demand, or the excessive share of the 
produce ; but it is forgotten that the demand was not enforced except in 
the most elastic manner, and that pressure was relaxed at once in a bad 
season. The European principle is a low rent and punctual, inexorable, 
payment. The Oriental rule is the largest possible claim and only take 
what you can for the season. 

^ The Digest of Pandit Jag rniriatha Tarhaj^^ahcdnana, 

H. T. Colebrooke, 3 vols. (Calcutta, reprinted London 1801). The work 

P 
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ancient texts sometimes with great skill, is, in this matter of 
asserting State ownership, reduced to writing some remarks of 
Ms owu, while he does not attempt to quote a single ancient text in 
support of them. He was probably aware of the fact that the 
soil in Bengal and other States had, at the date of his writing, 
long been de facto subject to the claim of the State ; and, although 
he had no authorities to giye in support of such a claim, he thought 
it necessary to conform his opinion to the actually existing 
practice.^ 

When once the Eija attained to a superior lordship of 
the whole soil, all grantees and others deriving their title 
from him would naturally have their pretensions enlarged ; and 
these they could the more easily realise, because they were in 
closer managing connection with the land than the Raja at his 
capital, acting only through his officials, could ever be. Hence 
we soon find the ancient ^ right by first-clearing ’ in many cases 
put aside or overshadowed by a new claim of conquering tribes- 
men, or adventurous settlers and grantees, who spoke of their 
conquest right or over-lordship as their wdrisi or mmlsl right or 
as their loim^at} There is frequently good reason to desire 


was compiled towards the end of the last century at the suggestion of 
Sir W. Jones. 

^ He attempts to get out of the difficulty (i. 460) by alluding to the 
myth of Parasu Euma and his gift, and saying that the land became the 
‘ protective property ’ (whatever that may be), successively held by ‘ power- 
ful conquerors ’ and not by ‘ subjects cultivating the soil’ The comxffier 
allows that the ‘ subject ’ acquires an ‘ annual property ’ (I) on payment of 
the land revenue, and that the king may not give the land to anyone else 
for that year. He seems to think that, imless there is a special agreement 
otherwise, the king may tmm out any owner from a field if anyone else 
offers to pay liim a higher revenue. The whole passage is, hovrever, so 
vague that it is ho];>eless to extract any reasonable meaning. 

- Ail being connected with the Arabic wirs^ wirsa - inheritance. It 
is curious to notice how these Arabic terms have become general. 
Among the Panjab frontier tribes, of course, the use of the term tDirdsat 
tor right in the soil is natural because the tribes are Moslem. But in the 
Dakhan and Southern India mmlsi became everywhere used for the 
landlord or superior right in or over a village. The term came in with 
the Land Settlements and careful assessments of Malik Aihbar and other 
ministers under the Muhammadan kings of the Dakhan. It was the policy 
■of these kings to confirm or resuscitate the families that had obtained over- 
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some enpliemistic term to account for the successful acquisition 
of a village or other estate ; and when the title has actually 
descended to later generationSj it is spoken of proudly as ^ the 
inheritance/ It will invariably be found that, wherever we have 
this term applied, it is always in connection either with some 
originally over-lord right (which has in time ripened into a pro- 
prietorship in the hands of a joint body of heirs), or with some 
special privileged ownership or permanent superior title. The 
clans who were agriculturists as well as conquerors, like the Jats, 
do not use the term so much; perhaps because they combine 
in themselves both the right resulting from first establishment of 
cultivation and also the light of conquest or successful acquisition. 
Moreover, a large number of existing Jat communities were 
peaceable settlers. 

There is one aspect of the changes resulting from x^ryan 
over-lordship which is woi^thy of special remark. This is true 
not only of Aryan clans but equally of the Muhammadans, 
Marathas, Sikhs, and sometimes Jats. I allude to the fact that 
wherever some royal grant has issued, or some other special 
interest in land has been created or assumed by conquest, we 
are not unfrequently presented with the spectacle of a series of 

lord rights in the villages of their dominions, and make the Eevenue 
Settlement with them for the whole village. Whenever a man speaks of 
land as his mirds, he means that he has a superior sort of right as being 
descended from one of the old over-lord families, or as having purchased 
such a title in past days. But as the Eevenue Administration of the 
Mughal emperors and also of the Muhammadan kings of the Dakhan 
was the only business-like, tolerably systematic administration known, its 
principles were generally copied ; and the Perso-Arabic terms employed 
became generally diffused even in Marathil and Hindu States. 

The only place where I have seen wdrisi adopted by Hindus and used 
of a seco7idary kind of right, is in the hills of.Kangra and Simla, where 
the Eilpis were themselves the superior owners, but where they respected 
the permanent, hereditary, and, to a limited extent, alienable right of the 
land-holders, and called it ivdrist. Here perhaps the meaning is that the 
holding is heredifary, just as the modified form mmirusi is applied to 
what we should call the ‘ occupancy tenant ’ classes. TPiis seems the 
more likely because in the level (outer) Talukas of Kangra, where regular 
villages were formed, the title of the proprietary families is described by 
the term mdlilil^ or ownership, not as wdrisu See Lyall, Kdngrd S, B. 
§ 17, p. 20 ; and Barnes, 8, B, Kdngrd^ § 133 ff. 

p 2 , 
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rights or interests siiperwvposed one on the other. In parts of 
the Panjab, for instance, we may find villages with three such 
interests. There is an original body — possibly once independent 
settlers and first-clearers of the soil. They have now so com- 
pletely acquiesced in the ^ tenant ’ rank that there is no further 
question of any possible change. Over them will be found the 
general co-sharing body, who represent the ‘ proprietary ’ interest 
in the village ; only, in the cases alluded to, they are not quite 
free, they are called adna mdlili^ or owners in the second degree ; 
for over them another co-sharing family has obtained the over- 
lord position as Uild mdlih^ or superior proprietors. Now, under 
the regime of British law, all these interests have been preserved 
and defined, and stopped from going any further ; so that in all 
probability the adml mdlik are the virtual owners, and the 
superiors are only entitled to some fees or rent-charges, or to 
have the benefit of the waste, &c. But had things gone on 
without interference, the time would probably have come when 
the ^ actual proprietors ’ would have also been completely reduced 
to the grade of tenant, and the ^ superiors ’ would have claimed 
the entire landlord-right. The same sort of thing is often 
seen in the greater landlord estates, where every shade of 
right, from a mere claim to a nominal manorial due or fee 
up to a complete managing right over the land, can be 
observed. 

Even at the risk of seeming to wander away from my 
direct subject, I may pause to explain ho\v it was that these 
complicated rights could be in practice given effect to, and how 
they could exist together without interminable confusion. They 
grew up under a social stage in which an extremely vague notion 
prevailed as to ouniershyp in the soil, although a feeling of ^ right, ^ 
ill some sense, existed, and the utmost attachment to an old family 
location was evinced. Up till quite late historical times, the 
most complicated interests would be dealt with in terms of 
sharing the aekial produce. The old Oudh kingdoms afford a 
good iliiistration. And in the case of Gonda we have once more 
the benefit of an exceptionally good account by Mr. W. 0. 
Benett.^ ' The produce,’ he writes, ^ is the common property of 


i Qondu S, B, p. 48. 
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every class in the agricultural community from the Eaja to the 
slave, NTo one is absolute owner any more than the others ; but 
each has his permanent and definite interest/ ^ And again : 
' The basis of the whole society is the grain-heap, in which each 
constituent rank had its definite interest. There is as yet no 
trace of private property, whether individual or communal ; the 
rights which bear the nearest resemblance to it being the essen- 
tially State-rights of the Raja.’ ^ I have quoted the words as 
they stand 5 but they must be understood in connection with 
the context and all that is further said about the independent 
hereditary right to the separate fam% holdings. The words 
do not really imply that there was any ignoring of a specific 
interest of each holder in his hereditary land. What is meant 
is that no one conceived of his hereditary right as setting up an 
exclusive title to the enjoyment of the whole of the produce of 
the land tilled. It comes to this, that a claim to a certain shai-e 
of the produce is the tangible element and apparent symbol of 
right rather than any theory of soil ownership, whether individual 
or collective. It will not be supposed, e.g., that all the grain 
from all holdings was thrown into one common heap, and that, 
after first deducting the dues of the headman, the watch- 
man, the pdimn, the carpenter and so forth, the rest was formed 
into two heaps, of which the Raja took one and the rest was 
equally allotted among the cultivators — share and share alike. 
Every holding collected its own grain-produce, and after setting 
apart the share of village officers and artisans, and then the 
Raja’s share, the rest went entirely to the several land-holders. 
The cultivating holder’s share was not, therefore, in any way in- 
dependent of the extent and advantages of the particular holding 
or the amount of labour and skill expended on it. 

^ It is interesting to notice that in Basti, a district once forming part 
of Oudh, where the grain distribution was found still in full force, the 
grain heap is actually spoken of as ^pahcon-mrd (~ the property of five : 
i.e, that in which an indeterminate number of people have an interest). 
See Hooper’s Basti B. 1891, p. 39, where there are curious details 
about the grain division. 

^ Referring to the fact that around the Baja’s right to Ms share in the 
produce there clustered a number of other rights which were recognised 
and had the character of permanent property at a very early stage, see 
p. 208, cmte. 



214 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


Erom quite another part of the country I may quote an actual 
instance which came under my notice judicially^ and which 
shows how complicated interests can be settled in terms of 
sharing the produce — interests which would be the despair of 
the jurist attempting to define them scientifically, in terms 
of Imided right. The case occurred in a village near the 
Jihlam Eiver, North Panjab. There was first an old cultivating 
group — possibly representing the original clearers and settlers, 
who may once have had independent rights. But long ago 
another superior-caste family (whether by a Eaja’s grant or by 
some forgotten act of conquest or usurpation, it is now impos- 
sible to say) had acquired the ownership and formed the village 
community as a co-sharing body; they claimed the whole 
estate, and the first group were unmistakeably their tenants 
with whatever privileges. So far we have the ordinary type 
of a joint- or landlord-village — in this instance apparently 
grown up over an earlier cultivating group. But in Sikh times 
some enterprising person with the necessary capital observed 
that, if a canal-cut were made in the alluvial soil, from the river, 
it would bring water to the village and greatly enhance the 
productiveness of the land as well as render it secure against 
failure of wells or of the monsoon rains. This person applied 
to the local governor and obtained a grant to carry out his worlc, 
he being given an assignment of a portion of the Government 
revenue share. As the work largely increased the harvest out- 
turn, no one felt the charge very much ; the extra share was, in 
fact, paid without diminishing the Government heap from what 
it had been before. But the capitalist had thus acquired a per- 
manent interest of some kind in the entire village. But there 
was yet another interest : it happened that a shrine of some 
sanctity existed within the village area; and some religious 
mendicant or other similar applicant besought another assign- 
ment of produce to enable him to provide for the up-keep of the 
shrine and worship thereat. His request was granted, and thus 
another permanent interest — called a mtddfi — was grafted on the 
village estate. Practically the whole of these various interests 
were provided for by dividing the grain heap. Before the 
canal-maker came the produce was divided between the owners? 
the cultivators, and the Sikh governor. When the canal grant 
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was made, and later on the do not suppose that the 

grantees would simply get a part of the share which the governor’s 
officers were carting away. The grantees were both of them 
regarded as having some kind of permanent interest in the whole 
village ; and both of them would go to the official headman, and 
the grain shares of all would be adjusted by bargain and com- 
promise. Doubtless, if things had continued as they were, under 
Sikh administration, one or other of the ‘ over-lords/ as I may 
call them, would have got the upper hand, and made all the rest 
his ^ tenants ’ ; but the British rule came, crystallising the rights 
into recorded forms, and preventing further aggressions and 
decays and changes, and all the four interests of tenant, joint- 
owner, canal-grantee, and religious-grantee, became stereotyped 
and defined as best they might. 

One other instance I will quote from the Kangra Hills, where 
we have already noticed the assumption of soil ownership by the 
Eajas and the consequent position of the actual land-holders as 
what we may call ‘ Crown-tenants.’ Such land- holders often 
have tenants, some of a pei-manent character called opdlm, under 
them ; the opdlvu, in fact, probably represent an older stratum 
of cultivating right, and belong to families over whom, in some 
cases, the ivdrisl was established. This gradation of right from 
the Eaja to the cultivating tenant is, as usual, expressed in terms 
of a division of the produce. The opdJm tenant , accordingly de- 
scribes his position thus : ‘ My superior, the wdris^ is the owner 
(mdlik) of the lord’s share or first half of the grain (saf), and he 
has the (thtkd) duty of paying the Baja’s revenue ; I am owner 
of the cultivating holder’s share (kmt) or remaining half, as well 
as of the (Msht) business of cultivation.’ ^ ' Ownership ’ is not 

in the soil, but in the shares of the produce, and in the * business ’ 
of cultivation or of paying the revenue. 

Section IV. — The ‘ Indo-Scythic ’ ok Northekn Tribes : 

THE Mussulmans 

Long after the Aryan kingdoms had been founded, other 
tribes, as we have seen, from time to time followed the steps of the 
first invaders, and established themselves sometimes as rulers, 

^ LyalRs Kdngrd S, B. p. 62 . 
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sometimes as colonists, in Upper India. The most important 
of these races, from an agricultural point of view, are the Jats and 
Gujars. They, too, are among the most prominent of the 
founders of villages and of villages in the joint-fonn. 

It is not surprising, then, what with Eajput clans, Jats, 
Gujars, and other more or less closely connected races, all of 
whom had px^etensions to supeiioiity, and many of whom had 
the most complete irilml oi*ganisation, there should be varieties 
of joint-villages, whether tribal, ^ democx'atic,’ or held by the joint 
descendants of ^ aristocratic ' founders, as the prevailing tenure 
from the Indus to Benares. 

The Jat and Gujar are especially lai*geiy represented, by 
original village foundations over extensive tracts, in the 
Paiijab. The Gujar were more pastoral, and perhaps for a long 
time continued to feed their cattle in the great prairie and 
jungle areas of the Panjab Doabs before they took to settled 
agriculture. We find the Jat village settlements to be among 
the most strongly constituted; often there is a considerable 
clan feeling, and not unfi’equently much pride of descent from 
some noted ancestor, to be found among them; and there is 
always a co-sharing or joint-claim to the whole village area. 
Sometimes we find Jat settlements on areas much larger than 
the ^ normal ^ village. As a matter of fact, it is highly p)robable 
that the Jat villages represent both the clan settlements or 
settlement of ^democratic’ colonising groups, and also the 
estates of dignified leaders or chiefs, very likely of half Rajput 
origin, whose descendants form the existing communities. 

The internal constitution of the Jat and other tribal villages 
is, in fact, very much the same as that of the Rajput. But I am 
rather inclined to believe that the true hhaidchcvmj or method of 
equally-valiiated holdings, is a Jat, or at least not a Rajput, 
principle. I could not, however, say this with any confidence ; 
and in the sequel we can without difiSculty describe the dif- 
ferent kinds of joint-village without separating Rajput from Jat 
or other owners. Whatever religion these Northern races may 
originally have had, they are now either nominally Hindu or 
Mussulman ; except, indeed, where some of the finest dans have 
swelled the ranks of the Sikh confederacy. It may be conveni- 
ently here mentioned, that while the tribes are nominally Hindu 
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or Miissulmaii, they have, in the Panjab at any rate, adhered to 
a customary law of their own. Their rules of inheritance, their 
customs of adoption and other kindred matters, differ consider- 
ably from the Hindu law of the text-books ; nevertheless, the 
customs are such as tend to keep up the idea of the joint-family 
jpTOjyerty ; and hence it is that their forms of joint-village are so 
similar. In fact, Jat custom recognises the ‘joint-family’ 
quite as strongly as the Hindu law does, though in a less 
elaborate form. There are many great and lesser clans of Jats 
whose custom is not entirely uniform ; but all agree in the feel- 
ing that ancestral land belongs to the whole family. I cannot 
venture on a detailed examination of the customary rules ; ^ but 
I may mention that the idea of joint-right to ancestral land is 
indicated by the customary limitation of the ‘house-father’s’ 
power of alienating it. Concurrently with this, the power of 
defeating the expectation of collateral agnates, in the case of a son- 
less owner of land, by making an ‘ adoption,’ is much restricted. 
Tlie succession is strictly agnatic, and females take no share.^ 
There is one subject, however, which I have hitherto 
purposely kept in the background in order that it might not 
seem to complicate the discussion of the really important 
elements of joint-village origin, the Aryan and the Jat custom, 
I refer to the Moslem conquests and to the efiect they may have 
had on village tenures and on ideas of land-holding generally. 
The strange thing is that they had so little direct effect. Their 
dominion, of course, introduced many grantees and other 
superior holders of estates, whose descendants lemain to this 
day. It was to the Mughal supremacy that the country 
owed the introduction of something like a regular system of 

^ Nor is this necessary after the work of Mr. C. L. Tu];>per, who has 
collected in his Fanjab Customary Law a number of the tribal codes, 
to which he has prefixed valuable introductory essays. Still more 
recently, a small but excellent book, giving the judicially decided 
points of customary law as far as they relate to ancestral land, has been 
brought out at Lahore by Mr, Justice Boe and Mr, H. A. B. Battigan 
{Tribal La/w in the Fa.njab, Lahore : Ciml amd Milita/ry Gazette Fress, 
1896). This also contains a good preliminary essay on the subject of the 
customary law in general. (See Asiatic Quart. Be'O. July 1896.) 

The widow is allowed to retain land, on a life tenure only, as repre- 
senting her husband, when there are no sons. 
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land-revenue administration ; and with that system a number of 
new and sometimes convenient terms for tenures and other 
matters connected with land-holding became current. But the 
very fact that a conquest, or rather series of conquests, which 
occupies such a protninent place in Indian history, and which 
developed the land-administration so extensivel)^, should have 
had so little effect on the land-holdings, at least in the villages, 
is in itself somewhat remarkable, and makes it all the more 
necessary to explain why it was so. 

The chief features of the Moslem conquest are easily 
remembered. We may pass by the Arab invasion of the eighth 
century of our era, which only affected a part of Sindh and the 
immediate neighbourhood. As far as India is concerned, we 
have first the series of Pathan dominations, and then the Mughal. 
The Pathan period commenced with mere raids or plundering 
expeditions. Sultan Mahmud of ^azni was in fact a knight- 
errant, actuated partly by religious zeal, partly by love of 
adventure and plunder. For more than a century the princes 
of his House had no wider dominion in India than the Panjab, 
or rather the western part of it. But with the twelfth century 
invasions began to have more lasting results under the successful 
efforts of the Ghori kings. From that time successive colonies 
of Turki, Pathan, and early Mughal families were introduced 
into India ; but they were mostly soldiers, and when they did 
settle here and there in agricultural villages, they seem to 
- have adopted the habits of their neighbours, or observed their 
own purely tribal methods of dividing the lands occupied. In 
most cases there is little to distinguish their villages from settle- 
ments of other adventurous or conquering tribesmen ; but one 
series of settlements on the Panjab frontier will furnish us with 
interesting material for future consideration. 

The chief result of the success of the first or pre-Mughal 
emi)erors (1152---1525 a.d.) was to establish, besides the central 
kingdom of Delhi, other independent Muhammadan States in 
Upper India, of which Gaur, or Bengal, is perhaps the most 
prominent.^ Further south, the Muhammadan kingdoms of the 

^ It is curious to observe that the geographical features which 
mfineuced the first Aryan movements also affected the Moslem invasions. 
Some of them, taldng the Indus Valley line, were directed to Gujarat and 
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Daklian arose oxit of the disorders at Delhi after the time of 
^Alau-d-din Khilji. A successful general (Zafr Hian), in the 
usuaT Indian fashion, set up as an independent prince ; and 
though the single kingdom afterwards split up into five, the 
period of dominion was not an unhappy one for the country 
(Am;i489~1688). 

The full establishment of the Mughal empire of Northern 
India may be dated from the reign of Akbar in 1556. The 
Revenue Settlement of this emperor, effected under the direction 
of Raja Todar Mai, has become famous. It will be observed 
that though the Settlement was, locally at any rate, accompanied 
by something like a survey, or rather a rough chain-measure- 
ment of holdings, it had nothing to do with any inquiry into 
landed rights, or with securing titles, as the British Revenue 
Settlements undertook to do. It propounded no State policy or 
new theory of rights in land. It settled the amount of revenue, 
with reference to the crop and kind of soil : the amount was 
collected village by village, and there was no tendency to 
interfere with the existing tenures, either by definition or 
modification. Akbar’s dominion was extended southward to 
Ajmer and to the northern part of Bombay known as Gujarat ; 
but the Muhammadan kingdoms of the Dakhan beyond were not 
interfered with till the evil genius of Aurangzeb, in the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, moved him to seek their destruc- 
tion — and his own. The Maratha poorer, in fact, rose upon the 
ruins of both, and would have probably removed every vestige 
of Moslem rule south of the Vindhyas if the State of Haidarabjtd, 
which as usual originated in a governorship or dependency of 
the empire,^ had not been preserved by the events of the French 
and English struggles for supremacy. 

From the land-holding point of view, the Mussulman element 
in India is represented first by a number of colonies of early 
Moslems, the relics of the Pathan empire ; and these had very 

the Western Dakhan, the Vindhyan Hills not opposing an advance (p. 48, 
ante). The later inyasions proceeded from the passes more to the North- 
West; and Upper India — including Bengal — was the chief scene of 
their success. When the Mughals attacked the South, it was by means of 
the passes through the Yindhyan barrier, at a comparatively late period. 

^ Whence the title the Nimm ( ^ Nawah -Nazim of Haidarabad.) 
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little sympathy with the later arrivals in the train of Humayun 
and his successors. As the result of both empires, but chiefly 
the later one, many individual Sayyad and other dignified 
Moslem families (some with pretensions to religious sanctity) 
rose to local influence and obtained estates or received grants 
of villages. Thus we have a number of landlord estates, and 
over-lord estates, and some village-communities of Moslem tribes, 
as I have already stated. By far the strongest Mussulman 
element in the agricultural population consists of tribes and 
families already settled — Jat, Giijar, Rajput, and others, who 
adopted the Moslem creed. But neither the original Muham- 
madan invaders (and with them we may for this purpose include 
our Panjab frontier tribes) nor the local converts, though often 
fiercely religious, had any knowledge of the Muhammadan law ; 
nor, indeed, if they had, would they have been likely, as land- 
holders, to follow it accurately. The Muhammadan law of inherit-. 
ance, which is the branch that would most nearly concern 
land-holding families and communities, evidently had its origin 
among a people whose chief wealth was in camels and merchan- 
dise, or even houses in towns ; it is ill adapted for those whose 
attention is before all things concentrated on their ancestral 
land. As a matter of fact, the Moslem land-holding villages and 
tribes in Northern India very generally follow what I may 
fairly call the general agricultural custom of family land-holding,^ 
more or less modified by features derived from the Muhammadan 
law — such as allowing shares to daughters (until marriage). 
In other words, the joint-family system is observed ; there is an 
equal inheritance of all sons and grandsons, &c. (agnates), in 
their grade of descent ; the same degree of restriction is placed 
on the alienation of ancestral property, and even more objection 
is felt to adoption, by a sonless landowner, of anyone who is not 
either a near agnate (with consent of the rest) or a resident 
son-in-law. - 

^ It is only the greater families, chiefs, and persons of religious preten» 
tions, that attempt to follow the shara\ with its complicated rules of sharing 
and its exclusion of one grade of descent by another, and. its allowance of 
shares to females. The villagers usuafly follow their own custom and 
imagine that it is ^ the Muhammadan law.’ 

® The ‘ resident soHrin-law,’ Mana-dfimfid (P.) ; ghcir-jcmdt (H.), is 
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No wonder, tLen, that Muhammadan joint- villages are not 
very different from Hindu or Sikh villages of the joint type, and 
that where they are purely tribal villages their mode of settlement 
and sharing the land still assimilate them in class to the ordinary 
joint conim-unity type. 

The indirect influence of the Muhammadan systems of admin- 
istration has, however, been not inconsiderable. In the fi-rst 
place may be mentioned the general introduction of names and 
terms connected with land tenures, which have had a gradual 
tendency to flix ideas and crystallise forms, although in them- 
selves these words and terms rarely imported any new ideas. 
The Moslem governments, in fact, everywhere adopted the 
customs they found ready, and the old things were called by new 
names. For example, the royal rights — to the revenue share, 
to the waste land, and to other levies and taxes- — were collectively 
called the Zamlrdarl ; the royal demesne — itself derived from 
the old clan ideas of territorial division — was called Khaim, 
Hereditary rights (of the superior families) were called inlrdfi, 
but no change was implied in the nature of the right. The 
revenue system was simply the old indigenous system, not really 
affected by Muhammadan law theories of the tax or Miirdj imposed 
on the conquered, though the name is made use of. The change 
introduced by Atbar from payment in kind to payment in 
money was one which was inevitable ; it was made by Hindu 
States as well. Indirectly the change affected village life a good 
deal. As long as the old grain-share system lasted, the manage- 
ment was necessarily very much what we may call Taiyatwd7i, 
and the tenure of the village lands was secure, since the head- 
man and the whole body of cultivators managed the business 
together; and the concern of the tax-gatherer was not with the 
nature of the holdings nor who held them, but with the quantity 
of grain he might (on one or other of the methods of estimating 
it in use) successfully demand as the generally known total 

virtually a form of adoption. A sonless land-owner will take into his 
family a child, or a youth, and if he gives satisfaction will marry him to 
his daughter on. the understanding that he is to succeed as heir to the land. 
Sometimes the mandage takes place at once ; oftener the ^ son-in-law ' 
is taken as a child, and the father defers the formal acknowledgment and 
betrothal till he sees how the boy will turn out. 
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produce of tie village. The grain was brought to the village 
threshing-floorj and was divided, as we have seen, so much to 
the menials and artisans, so much to the king, and the balance 
to the cultivator. But the cash revenue not only demanded a 
survey and record of holdings, but it led to a calculated total 
demand from the village, which had to be realised without 
much regard to individual rights. Especially was this the case 
when revenue-farming became a general practice. It was out 
of this system that the fabric of the Bengal landlords’ estates 
grew,^ at the expense of the old village constitution ; and where 
farming went more by single villages, the control of the manager 
seemed to convert itself into virtual ownership, with equal 
facility — always supposing the decadence of the Central Govern- 
ment and the consequent relaxation of detailed local control. 
The farmers, once established, left their families to inherit and 
to share the village lands among themselves. In the south 
country, the system of farming — though adopted by the 
Marathas, did not lead to the general establishment of land- 
lordships, because it was efficiently, and indeed mercilessly, 
controlled by its adopters. But of all the varieties of tenure 
that grew up locally, fewest of all are due to the operation of 
the Moslem systems of land-administration. 

Ill Madras, the Moslem power was never really established, 
except as regards the shoi’t-lived dominion of the Mysore 
Sultans in the West, and of the Nawabs of the Carnatic (and 
Karnul) — dependencies of the Haidarabad State. These in- 
secure and tyrannical Governments destroyed much in the case 
of individual rights, but created nothing in the way of new 
tenures. The occasional joint-villages that have survived, or 
that once existed, south] of the Viiidhyas, do not owe their 
origin to Moslem rule. 


^ Though it must not be forgotten that the landlords were not all 
originally mere Eevenue farmers. A number of local hereditary Hindu 
Biijas of the old regime had been subdued and converted into tributaries, 
and were regarded by the emperors as the ‘ Zamindars ’ or managers of 
their estates. It was very probably the example set by the management 
of these territories that suggested the appointment of capitalists and 
others to farm the revenues of large tracts, and so to found landlord- 
estates, where there were no hereditary Rajas. 
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It may also be said to be one of tbe indirect effects of 
Moslem conquest that Hindu Rajas fled into the hill country, 
and there produced the changes that we have mentioned ; also 
that Rajput chiefs and Rajas, and sometimes whole clans, were 
removed and dispersed, and set upon new adventures, and often 
owe their over-lordship in new homes to the encouragement or 
the grant of the emperors. 

But it will be remembered that the dispersion was almost 
as much the result of feuds and internecine quarrels among the 
Rajput clans themselves as it was of the imperial victories. 
Prom the end of the twelfth century, the inability of the clans to 
unite ensured the defeat of the Tumar, Rah tor, Chauhan, and 
other leading Hindu powers of the day. 

One other effect on tenures, though it is a more doubtful 
instance, may be stated. The principle that the conquering 
ruler became the owner of all land, and that the local cultivators 
became only his miyats^ or subject-tenants, may perhaps be 
said to have originated with the Muhammadan invaders. At 
any rate, the claim received a great impulse from the Moslem 
theory that the property of ^ infidels ’ became the right of the 
conqueror. The theory, it is true, was in strict law largely 
modified by texts which virtually secured the property of all 
who submitted and lived in peace and obedience ; but conquerors 
were apt to seize the principle and forget its limitations. It 
may be justly said, however, that we have some evidence of 
Hindu conquerors adopting the same pretensions before Moslem 
times ; and at least it is uncertain whether the Hindu Rajas of 
the Hill States, for instance, were influenced by ideas learned 
from the Moslems in establishing their claims to the land, which 
their successors adopt to this day. 

The embarrassment of the British Government on succeeding 
to a de faoio but not dejure claim to all land, and the existing 
theory of State ownership in all Native States, may, on the whole, 
be fairly regarded as a legacy of the Moslem conquest. 

If I were dealing with the history of the revenue administra- 
tion, it would be necessary to take notice of the Maratha 
administration, at least in the districts where it was firmly 
established. But from the point of view of village-tenures it 
requires little or no attention. Whatever effect it had was to 
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break down individual rights, and to charge with imposts tenures 
that had before been free. As a rule, the Marathas were far 
too keen financiers to allow their revenue-fiimieis to lemain long 
enough in possession to establish themselves as owners. That 
result happened either when there was no control, oi when, as 
in the first days of British rule, the position of village co-sharera 
was misunderstood. As a matter of fact, the KJiot estates in 
one or two of the Bombay coast-districts are almost the only 
‘ estates ’ that have arisen out of Maratha revenue-farming. 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE TRIBE AND TEE VILLAGE 

Section I, — Preliminaey Observations 

A CHAPTER on the relation of the tribe to the village will hardly 
need any preliminary justification. 

If physical circumstances invite the grouping of cultivators 
into more or less compact bodies, and cause them to arrange 
their cultivated fields and grazing grounds in a ring fence, it is 
also true that there must be something more, which determines 
what households shall thus settle or keep together ; if there 
are limits other than those of available space in the contem- 
plated village, we ask what are the limits of relationship which 
determine the several groups ? Next, it is evident that if 
we are right in believing that pre-Aryan races had established 
villages and permanent cultivation in very ancient times, it is a 
necessary conclusion that such settlements took place under 
purely and primitively tribal conditions of life. Indeed, as we 
reviewed in Chapters IV. and V., the whole series of races 
—the Tibeto-Burman, Kobarian, Dravioian, Aryan, later 
Northern, including our latest arrivals of Moslem tribes on 
THE Punjab frontier, continual reference to their bihal con- 
dition was made. The evidence, in the case of the earliest 
tribes — now long mingled with the general ' Hindu ’ or ‘ Muham- 
madan ' population — is naturally scanty. We see, however, 
certain survivals and remnants, all of which point to the earliest 
village settlements having been formed as subdivisions of some 
wider clan-area. Indeed, in some cases the clan-territory is much 
more definite than tbe village. The Kolarian villages of 
Ohutiya-Nagpur, including those of the Santals, the Dravidian 
villages in the same neighbourhood, the Kandh villages of Orissa, 
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—all are on a tribal basis. When we come to the Aeyan and later 
tribeSj we still have innch evidence of tribal life. As might be 
expected, however, we soon begin to find a stage of more rapid 
progress, and with it inevitable diversity ; we cannot expect to 
find that all the villages resulting from Aryan, Jat, and other 
later races are connected with the tribe. For one thing, it was 
only a limited number of the Aryan clans w^ho never developed 
monarchical ideas, and who settled without Rajas or chiefs of 
territories. Most others seem to have become monarchical very 
readily. It is true that at one time the monarchy itself was 
constructed on clan lines. But many kingdoms were ruled by 
individual princes, and in them clan institutions tended to 
become modified and gradually to disappear. The development 
of the Hindu State was, in fact, one great though indirect 
cause of a large number of non-trihal villages. 

It will be remembered, then, that while tribal-villages are 
sufficiently numerous and important to demand a separate 
chapter, we shall also have to devote another chapter to an almost 
equally large class of non-tribal villages. 

Speaking first of the villages connected with clan-settlements 
and arising as subdivisions of distinct clan-territories, one thing 
strikes us, and that is that the earliest settlers seem to be con- 
nected with a form of village in which there is no joint-owner- 
ship, but only the aggi-egation of individual or household 
possessions, the title to which is based on the labour expended 
in clearing the land and making it fit for the plough. The 
later clans, on the other hand, appear always to have some 
stronger cohesion, some sense of superiority and conquest, 
which produced at least the appearance of collective ownership 
in their settlements. 

Those who have a strong a priori inclination to believe in 
the universal existence of collecmve-ownership among early 
tribes may be disposed to doubt the possibility of the raiyaiwari 
or separate-holding village emerging from tribal conditions of 
life ; and no doubt the matter will call for our further considera- 
tion hereafter. Meanwhile, the fact remains that the raiyahudri 
form of village prevails over the districts occupied by non- Aryan 
tribes and clans, and that it was the Aryan and later tribes— 
who may be called ^ superior ’ — that developed villages in the 
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joint form. I shall here be pardoned for repeating the warning 
that ^ the joint form ’ does not imply one single principle or 
cause of collectivity. The ^ jointness’ of clan or tribal villages 
is something practically distinct from the ^ jointness ’ of villages 
the owners of which are co-heirs and descendants of a single 
founder or grantee. And these again are distinct from villages 
united by association, or aggregated in some other way — neither 
tribal, nor by descent from the individual. 

The mention of the ram/cotwdri village as in origin tribal , 
and of some of the joint-villages as also tribal, may seem to 
produce some kind of cross-classification of villages in general. 
But a short table in the footnote will make the matter clear. ^ 
For, reverting for a moment to our initial distinction between 
miyatwdfi and joi%t villages, the real fact is that of joint- 
villages only a certain portion are connected with the tribe ; 
while of tribally-originating villages, only a portion exhibit 
features of joint ownership. The table in the footnote also 
enables me to call attention to a distinction which it is desirable 
to make in the ^ tribal ’ section of our joint- village class. It is 
easy to understand the fact that, when an area of country is 
found to be occupied by a clan or a tribe, that result may have 
come about in either of two ways— (1) the whole clan or tribe, 
already existing in sufficient numbers, may have conquered or 
occupied the site and proceeded to divide it among themselves ; 
(2) or the clan may have gradually grown up on the spot, the 
first occupation of a considerable area having been by a single 
family (with its dependents and followers), and these, having 
multiplied in the course of many generations, have now formed 

X .Baiyatwari village, r [N.B.— villages in this form 

' ■ may of course occur apart from 

any tribal connection.] 

1. Established by elan already 
formed and numerous. 

2. Established by clan gradually 
growing up on the spot. 

1. Arising out of the joint inheri- 
tance in succession to inclimdual 
founder. 

% Some form of voluntary associa- 
I tion. 

a 2 


I 


Tribal origin ] Joint-village, 1st 
division. 


I J oint - village, 2nd 


Non-tribal 


origin 
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a clan, and to some extent retained the clan connection. Some- 
times it is not certain wLicli of these two things really happened. 
But in most cases we shall see that the ^ clan-expansion ’ areas 
have certain features of their own. However that may be, it 
is not difficult to discern the marks of a dan-connedion which 
can be distinguished from that of the mere family ; and where 
that is so, we are justified in treating the village, for the 
purposes of study at any rate, as in the ‘ tribal ’ class. 

Before proceeding further to inquire into the structure of 
the tribe, and how this structure affects the possession of land 
and the formation of villages, I should like to allude to the 
manner in which this question of ^ the tribe and the village ^ has 
been dealt with in some of our more valuable books of reference. 
In his excellent volumes on ^ Panjab Customary Law/ Mr. 
0. L. Tapper has called attention to the difference between the 
explanation of origin of the village (regarded as a group of 
families with an aggregate land allotment) suggested by M. de 
Laveleye and by Sir H. S. Maine respectively.^ M, deLaveleye 
thought that the tribe or clan, regarded as already grown up 
from the single family in which it necessarily originated, 
began with a sort of indefinite common ownership of the whole 
territory occupied by it. This was probably when the clan was 
in a pastoral stage, during which agriculture was only beginning 
to be adopted : it then sufficed to appoi*tion the lands destined 
to cultivation, in lots that were only temporarily assigned to the 
different households. In the course of time the regularly culti- 
vated land was more permanently divided into parcels ; but even 
in this stage the land is regarded as the ‘ collective ]3roperty ’ 
of the clan, because it returns ' to the clan ' fi-om time to time, 
so that a new partition may be effected.' “ 

Sir H. S. Maine, on the other hand, considered that the 
village groups were either bodies of actual kinsmen, or gimips 
in which time and circumstances had caused the relationship to 
be forgotten, so that " the merest shadow of consanguinity sur- 
vives ' and ' the assemblage of cultivators is held together solely 

^ See the dissertation (p. 7) prefixed to voi. ii. of Parijab Gtistomary 
Law. 

^ Quoted &om Frimitive Fto^perfy (Trans.), p. 4, as cited by Mr. 
Tapper. 
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by tLe land whicb tlie.y till in common.’ ^ In short, the joint 
family begins the process ; and this expands, first into the larger 
family — such as the house communion — and finally into the 
‘ village-group.’ The remarks already made will have suggested 
that there is no occasion to make any choice between these two 
opinions or to regard them as in any need of reconciliation. 
Both contain a good deal of the truth ; and they are not 
opposed, for the simple reason that, perhaps unconsciously, each 
writer is describing a different kind or division of the '^joint- 
village.’ Given the ^vhole clan settling ready made, as on the 
Pan jab frontier, or a small family expanding on the same spot 
into a clan — e.g. the ^ cultivating fraternities ’ of Jats, which we 
shall presently describe in the Mathura district— and still acting 
on tribal principles, M. de Laveleye’s description is perfectly 
correct, except that his idea of ‘ collective ownership ’ may be 
somewhat dififerent from that which we may finally prefer to 
accept. Given, on the other hand, the joint-village arising out 
of the multiplication of kindred of one imlivkhml founder, and 
not on amy directly tribal principles, then we have the village as 
described in the passage from Sir H. S. Maine. That, I am 
convinced, is the real explanation of the difference; and it 
will be remembered that both authors were under the unfor- 
tunate impression that all villages in India were in essen- 
tial features the same: and they did not think of the broad 
and fundamental distinctions, such as the little table in the note 
to p. 227 calls to mind. 

It will be observed that neither in their suggestions regard- 
ing origin, nor, as far as I can discover, in any other connection, 
does either of the eminent authors afford any solution to the 
question how the divisions of clans, and of families under the 
joint constitution, are regulated, or how they originated. The 
^illustrations which are collected in the sequel bring into 
prominence the existence of such divisions ; and they are 
evidently on a uniform principle. 

Where we have the earliest tribes to deal with, it is not 
surprising that we have only limited traces of such details, and 
that further study is almost impossible. But when we come to 


^ Early History of Imtitutions, pp. 77-82. 
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the Aryan, Jat, and other clan-settlements of later times, the 
divisions of clan and family are most prominent, and we may 
reasonably hope to discover the principle on which they proceed. 
We have also to consider what is the connection which the 
clan and its divisions have with the land ; how far do they own 
it collectively, or individually, or ^ own ’ it at all ? 

Before dealing with these two questions, it will be well to 
call attention to the existence of certain territorial divisions 
which can be traced in almost ail the provinces, and which 
indicate the location of clans and tribes. By this means we are 
provided with a certain unit area coimected with clan life, as a 
sort of starting-point from which our further inquiries may 
proceed. 

1. It is cei’tainly a noticeable feature that in almost all parts 
of inhabited India we can trace the existence of distinct terri- 
torial areas or jurisdictions, indicating the primary or secondary 
divisions of a tract of country occupied by a clan or tribe. As 
the feature is equally noticeable in the southern districts, where 
the ndyahvari form of village prevails, the fact, reinforced by 
other direct evidence, compels us, as I have already remarked, 
to include the miyativwn village as properly belonging to 
the tribal class. Each such separate area seems to mark the 
location of a separate clan, possibly itself a section of a larger 
tribe. It must be added that the most early clans appear to have 
been totemisHe, or at least to have had distinguishing marks or 
insignia.’ The boundaries of these clan-areas were fixed, even 
when internal divisions were imperfectly defined ; and respect 
for them would always he enforced. Among the Kolarians we 
have noticed the loarlid^ or union of villages, probably the earliest 
example of tribal areas. It is rarely safe to trust to mere 
similarities of sound, but it has been suggested that some old 
word (resembling iKirh or -pir) may be the origin of the official 

^ I have noticed this among the Kolarians and Santills as well as the 
Dravidians (pp. 120, 155, cmte). Among the Aryans also distinctive banner^ 
and symbols were well known. Possibly some of the ‘ monograms ’ on 
old coins ma}" have some connection with the elan symbols. The 
Naghansi families formerly marked the serpent lunette on their seals ; 
and the use of the sun, the lion, the Icatdr or dagger, fish, &c., employed as 
royal or as tribal emblems, is well known. 
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pargana division adopted by tbe Mughal GoveriiiiieiitG Ail over 
the South of India we have traces of the 7uu]m (cf. also the 
w/ufMcl among the Kandh tribes), which was often a sort of 
^ county^; and in some j)iaces there is a clearly surviving 
tradition of the purpose of this division. Thus in part of Madras 
known anciently as the Tmidaimaiidalam we find first a number 
of hiUam — the name probably indicating the ^fort ' which was 
the seat of the territorial chief ; each of these primitive territories 
was afterwards reorganised into 7idtkij and each 'luldu contained 
a number of villages (called noMcm^ i.e. ilie village site). The 
chief of the ‘ndcki was called Ndtthmi, In Malabar we have 
evidence of how these Qiadti divisions were governed by the 
7uld-hiitta7n, or assembly of I’epresentative elders out of the 
family groups, or tarn, of the ruling class, in each ndJ/ii ; these 
have been already described.*^ All over Northern India, again, 
we have clear indications of clan-areas, under the names of 
tahiga^ Hldqa, and twpi)d^ or thwpd. Local illustrations of this 
peculiarity will occur repeatedly in the sequel. Here my object 
is to call attention to the fact that, such divisions being the 
natural consequence of tribal-life, they appear all over India and 
among all tribes, the oldest and rdost primitive as well as the latest 
and more advanced ; and they have often lasted after the tribal 
stage had passed away. For this survival there are two reasons : 
first, when the clans themselves adopted the monarchical form of 
government, or were conquered by territorial chiefs, these clan- 
divisions everywhere became the natural landmarks for defining 
the jurisdiction of kingdoms and of chiefships such as those 

^ It is curious (see p. 152, ante) that among the Bhil a similar term — 
^parrah, as Malcolm writes it, is used for the little cluster of separate home- 
steads or the hamlet, and not apparently for any larger aggregate of 
these hamlets. A somewhat similar term appears again among the 
Biluchi tribes (p. 245, post). 

^ See p. 170, cmte. The word TcuUam (Wilson's Glossary) means both 
an ‘ assembly ’ and also a ‘ fortified place or group of houses.’ So that we 
find it applied both to the division of territory protected, so to speak, by 
the chiefs fort or capital, and also to the assembly of the representatives 
of the families in the nddu. Some account of Tondcdmandalam will be 
given in a subsequent chapter. The first 'kuUom division was due to the 
Paliava tribes; that into nddii, and also villages was effected by their 
successors, the VeUalar colonists. 
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of tlie pdlegdra^ who assnnaed dominion over ndclus in the 
South. 

In many cases (as, e,g,^ the Panjab frontier and the cultiva^ 
ting fraternities of the North-West Provinces and the Panjab 
plains) the Hidqa or taq^qxc is still occupied by a number 
of villages aU of the scmie dan, and has been utilised as the 
basis of modern surveys and records of rights. We may also 
find occasional instances of similar areas which at one time 
became a Eaja’s territory, but which ultimately formed a kind 
of clan-estate or community of cultivators composed of the 
descendants of the once ruling house whose power had been 
broken.^ In nearly all cases it will be found that old clan- 
areas, whether or not they became Eaja’s territories, have 
ultimately formed the basis of the administrative and land- 
revenue subdivisions of districts ; and that is why the ^jjargana,' 
the tahiqa^' and other such ancient subdivisions are remem- 
bered to the present day. 

2. But clan-territories clearly indicate the existence of 
clans ; and all we can discover of the earliest clans leads us to 
believe that they were not unorganised hordes, or collections of 
individuals ; they were invariably organised on some principle. 

It is evident, in the fiirst place, that every large clan has 
certain primary and secondary main divisions, to die or other 
of which every existing family belongs. Even in the village 
which originates in a single family we may remember to have 
noticed divisions oslled qiattl, thoh, &c., which are in fact groups 
based on the same principle as the clan divisions. In either 
case distinctive names are attached to these divisions, but not to 
any others ; because they represent the first branches, or degrees 
of descent, from the founder of the clan, or of the individual 
village, as the case may be. And there is something ’which 
makes these main divisions proceed up to a certain point and 
then stop ; so that subsequent families belonging to one or other 
of the established groups do not again form farther groups under 
new designations. 

It is a matter of principle which, I think, will readily be 

^ More commonly the individual members, remnants of such houses 
have formed separate village estates; but there are cases of what now 
appear as clan-areas of village proprietors, formed in this way. 
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accepted, that there is a certain aggregation of descents from 
an ancestor, or founder which constitutes (up to a known limit 
of blood relationship) a ^ family ’ ; there is a further connection 
allowed to subsist between the different ^families’ — less direct 
than family union, but extending much wider — which is in fact 
the lien of the f minor-clan.’ These ties seem to depend on 
natural feelings common to human nature, and therefore to be 
found in all tribes. The survival of the clan-stage in India is 
certainly marked by (a) a limited but practical union of the 
whole clan settled in one place ; (h) the recognition of a ^ wider- 
kindred ’ forming a ^ minor-clan ’ or something similar ; (c) a 
^ close-kindred ’ forming the family.’ What determines the 
limits of these groups ? 

We may pass over the fission of a great tribe into separately 
named clam. Such a fission must necessarily take place when 
numbers increase very greatly. And it is a matter of accident, 
and of circumstances of location, whether a generic designation 
for the whole tribe is kept up, or whether the several clans 
have in fact become separate tribes. 

But inside the clan there is almost everywhere observed a 
further grouping into what I may call minor-^clans or septs. 
Perhaps there is more than one such subdivision ; finally, the 
last of such acknowledged groups is made up of the single 
families or households. 

Now let us take, merely for the purpose of comparison and 
illustration, such a standard as the Welsh tribe, which has re- 
cently been examined by Dr. Seebohm,^ Speaking first of the 
grouping of the peojple, not of their mode of ownership, we find 
(1) a close-kindred or group of immediate relations recognised, 
and also (2) a ^ wider-kindred.’ The former answers to the 
family, the latter very much to the miuor-clan. Outside that, 
again., is the general group of the clan, still held together by the 
common lien of loyalty to the chief and of obligation to general 

^ The opportunity for studying the Welsh tribe was almost unique, for it 
happened that shortly after the Conquest the Normans completed eostenta^ 
or surveys for revenue purposes, and these display in several cases the 
tribal constitution of the people. These * extents ’ can in turn be com- 
pared with statements of the Welsh codes and other documents ; and thus 
the conclusions drawn will be tested independently by both authorities. 
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service and defence, as well as by certain customs of co-aration 
and common pasturage. In Wales tlie close-kindred was called 
a 'wele^ or gwely ; it consisted of the purely natural group of the 
individual clansman, and his father, grandfather, and great- 
grandfather ; direct inheritance went no further. And this 
group of close-kindred would naturally also suggest a wider 
group; but I will quote Dr. Seebohm’s own words. ^ The eldest 
living ancestor, as chief of the household occupying the principal 
homestead or tyddyn, and seated by the ancestral hearth, might 
well live to see growing up around it a family-group extending 
to great-grandchildren. On the other liand, looking backward 
to his own childhood, he might well recollect his own great- 
gi’andfather sitting as head of the household at the same hearth, 
just as his great-grandchildren would some day hereafter 
remember him. Thus the extreme natural reach of the know- 
ledge of the head of the household might cover seven generations. 
Finally, if family tradition went back two stages further than 
actual memory, thus it would embrace the larger kindred to the 
ninth degree of descent.’ ' In fact, the kindred to the seventh 
degree came to be a recognised limit of natural direct connec- 
tion ; and this was reckoned as the ^ wider-kindred,’ while for 
certain purposes only, in Wales, it was extended to the ninth 
degree. Now, whether the precise number of degrees is the 
same or not in all cases, the idea of the thing is perfectly 
natural. Dr. Seebohm has justly pointed out that in another 
tribe, as widely different as that of ancient Israel, exactly the 
same thing was recognised. This is apparent from, the narrative 
in the Book of Numbers regarding the trespass of Achan. The 
perpetrator was discovered by casting lots and successively 
narrowing down the area of choice : first the whole clan of 
Judah ^ was taken; then the minor-clan of the Zarhites, the 
ancestor of which, Zarah son of Judah, was of course long dead — 

^ Tribal System in Wales^ p. 84. 

^ We commonly hear of the * twelve irihes^^ perhaps because they 
■were the great-grandsons of Abraham, and thus on the death of their 
father (and all before him) they divided and began afresh ; and as they 
were established in a new country, where there were no pre-existing areas 
already named after the first generation, each of the twelve began a new 
a new close-kindred which would expand again in the same way. 
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this was the ^ wider kindred.' Then the close-kindred or ‘ house ' 
was indicated. And here for the first time an individual name 
appears ; Zabdi is mentioned personally as probably the oldest 
living, or, at all events, personally remembered, head. He is not 
called a son of Zarah ; for all we know there may have been 
more than one degree between him and the founder of the whole 
minor-clan called ^ Zarhite.’ ZabdTs son is Oarmi, and he is 
taken ; and finally Carinfs son Aclian, whose own sons are still 
children. Zabdi, in fact, is the great-grandfather and head of 
the ^ wele' A precisely similar state of things is observed in 
the account of the selection of Saul son of Kish to be king 
(1 Samuel x. 21). The tribe or clan of Benjamin comes first; 
then the minor-clan of Matrites, and then the family of which Saul 
is the adult son. Moreover, from chapter ix. we gather that the 
‘Matrites’ included seven degrees back to great-grandfather’s 
great-grandfather — Kish, Abiel, Zeror, Becorath, Aphiah, and 
an unnamed ‘ Benjamite, a mighty man of valour,’ probably 
Matri himself. 

And these are not the only indications we possess of these 
features of clan, wide-kindred, and close-kindred, for which I 
have claimed universality, and which explain to some extent 
the divisions of the clan-territories, as well as of some of the village 
groups in India. Mr. Hugh E. Seebohm has followed up his 
father’s inquiries in Wales by an examination of the Greek 
tribal system,^ and he shows not only that the same basis of 
connection and separation existed in ancient Greece, but he has 
also drawn illustrations, with great care, from the ' Laws of 
Mann,’ as showing the same ideas among the Brahmanic Aryans. 
With them, the sacrificial cake and the libation of water being 
essential funeral ceremonies in the family^ we find the degrees 
of kindred measured by the right to offer the one or the other. 

The text of the ‘ Laws ’ ® prescribes that the cake is to be 
offered to three ancestors and the water to three ; the fourth in 
descent is the offerer, and the fifth has no concern with the obla- 
tions. That is to say, three ancestors — i.e, to the great-grand- 

^ On the 8tructm’6 of Greek Tribal Society : an Essay (Macmillan, 
1895). 

^ Chap. ix. 186, compared with v. 60 and iii. 5. See H. E. Seebohm, 
ojp. cit. pp. 51, 52. 
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father upwards from the surviving householder who offers the 
gift — receive the cahe ; and threej upward again — i,e. to great- 
grandfather’s great-grandfather — receive the water libation. So 
that the existing householder offers the cake to his deceased 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. But then the house- 
holder may live to see his son, grandson, and great-grandson, 
who can also join with him in offering the cake ; so we read in 
the fifth chapter that the relation of the safpincla ceases with the 
seventh person ; and it is within this degree also that a man of 
the twice-born classes is debarred from marrying a woman of 
the family. The water libation degree {samanodalai) is stated to 
extend as far back as there is community of family-name or 
recollection of descent. In Wales this was held not to exist 
beyond cousins^ and that seems practically to have been the, 
limit meant by the ^ Laws ’ in the passage of the sixth chapter, 
where the fifth degree is mentioned as relating to the water 
offering as well as the cake.^ All are saimula who offer to the 
same ancestors, so that a large circle of relatives is included ; 
while the immediate family extends in each group to the great- 
grandfather. This at once suggests the household {olicos) and 
the related kindred (a^')(LcrTsi(i) of the Greeks, or the Welsh 
ivele^ and the wider-kindred, and also the Israelite arrangement 
of kindred. When in such widely different regions we come 
across this same distinction, we are justified in believing it to be 
universal and springing out of a feeling common to all early 
tribes, and founded in human nature itself. 

The same principle of division appears also in the rules re- 
garding the marriage relation. It will be remembered that, while 

^ Mr. Beebohm used Burnell’s translation. G. Btihler’s is the same. 
It is plain that the groups would be moving downwards with the death of 
each grade, and. as Mr. Beebohm says, ‘ at no time would more than four 
generations have a share in the same cake offered to the three nearest 
ancestors of the head of the family.’ The same idea of the three degrees 
is emphasised in a text of the Mitalishara {Vivahdra Ichftndham, Mfitrikd 
XXXIL)^ as quoted by Ellis in his Me^noir on the South Indian villages. 
The text speaks of the enjoyment of property by direct ancestral descent, 
and the Commentary adds : ^ . descent from three direct ancestors, 

namely, the father and the rest [grandfather and great-grandfather], is 
termed direct ancestral descent. And the reason of this is, as Kdtydyana 
says, that memory does not extend beyond this degree.’ 
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all Indian, tribes are endogamoiis to some extent, so that, for 
regular marriage, a Eajput or a Jat always chooses a Rajput or 
a Jat and so on, yet also the elms are mostly exogamous, for 
a man of one got must choose a wife out of another clan or got} 
Now, it appears that as long as a real, not merely a remote or 
traditional, common ancestor is remembered, the man and the 
women are not regarded as in groups sufficiently distinct to 
intermarry.^ 

If we apply these principles of division to the clan, we see 
how they explain to a large extent such groups as we observe, 
for instance, among the Panjab frontier tribes. We find a whole 
tril>e (or small nation) occupying a country called generically 
its ^Udqa, Each dmi is represented by a tapq}d area. And the 
clan is again subdivided into large groups, which I may call 
incidental, as they are due to the fission stvq ies — sons of an 

elder wife being distinguished from sons of a younger, or of a 
concubine. These sections are called by personal names, and 
often have the syllable --mi added. They are not distinguished 
by any generic name ; for convenience I will call them s,iih4apq)d. 
Within each ' suh-tappid ’ we find a number of (still large) groups 
called Jdsl. In some cases the hhel itself is subdivided into a 
series — viz. into handl and finally into tJiaL Within these final 
subdivisions come all the existing ‘ houses ' or ‘ families.’ These 
acknowledged divisions seem to me essentially, and allowing 
for local and minor variations, to depend on the universal 
three grades of original descent. The whole tagqxl represents 
the common great-grandfather of the original family • the sub- 
tcqjpd^ his sons, or in some cases grandsons raised to the rank of 

^ The Mughal and other Moslem tribes form an exception to this rule. 

^ See some good remarks in Ibbetson’s Karndl S, B, § 186 fi, and 
compare the cases noted in the Bohfah B, B. p. 21. Thus, for example, 
in the Bohtak district the Jat minor- clans — Ahldn of Dighal, of 

Sampla, Birmd of Gublnlna, MdrJ of Madhaiia, and J/m of Choei—are all 
known descendants of four sons of one ancestor ; and they do not inter- 
marry; they form minor-clans and not clans, and are not sufficiently 
out of the bonds of wider kindred.’ Compare also the case of the 
Nohwar and Narwar Jats in the Mathura 8. B, p. 38. ^ Memory,’ 

it will be remembered, according to the Hindu lawyers, ran to 100 years, 
or the three generations spoken of. Custom and law are here at one. 
Cf. Lmvs of ManUf iii. 5. 
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sons ; ^ these are the grandfathers of the original series. Then 
the libel are their sons — the fathers of the primary group. If 
there are Jiumcli^ or a further subdivision of the Ifhel, they 
represent a new or secondary series of kindred and families, 
including all the tribal population existing at the time of 
location.® 

As the tribal or clan division depends on the grades of descent 
in the first or progenitor family, so it will be found that a village 
on the family basis, also divides itself into primary and second- 
ary groups according to the grades of the first founder’s family. 
Take the case of the joint-village derived from one original 
founder or acquirer. As I have already mentioned in Chapter 
I., the primary division of a village in the patUdan {orm follows 
the three degrees, with the fourth as the head of the existing 
households. Thus : — 



Pounder , 

; „_j 

Fatti Fatti Fatti 

1 ^ 

TlioTi Thole 

J 

Tula Tula 


a, &c., now existing father and sons. 



After the paid, the main divisions (the original ^ family ’) go 
no further. The sons, grandsons, &c., of the plladar (head or 
progenitor of the tula) are the existing close-kindred ; and only 
if they were to move off and found a new estate somewhere else 


^ Cf. the case of Ephraim and Manasseh, Genesis xlviii. 

^ It is exactly the same if we apply the Pathan names to the Israelite. 
The whole tribe or nation is Israel, and its Palestine ; but the actual 
units are the Judah, Benjamin, &c. ; and, in the case above quoted, 
the or division is the Zarhites ; the MeZ Zabdi ; and the 

hmdi Oarmi, whose son Achan and his wife and children, begimiing a 
new series, represent one of the existing households in the hamM. 
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might we have the elder commencing a new group as founder, 
and his sons furnishing the pcitti division, and so on.^ 

Referring to Chapter 1, 5 ^ it will be observed that the same 
thing occurs in ihehlicddchcml, or equal-sharing fraternity, often 
occupying an area much lai’ger than an ordinary village. This 
estate is divided into groups as above according to the members 
of the original family in three descents. After that, the fifth 
and subsequent degrees all take equal shares or lots according 
to their actual requirement. In the ancestral-share form (patti- 
ddrt)j the fifth and subsequent degrees still adhere to the proper 
fractions according to the law of inheritance. And it is this 
difference that marks the two kinds of village. 

3. We have now to connect these groups of kindred with 
the land on which they are settled. It has already been re- 
marked that in tribal settlements ‘ villages ’ are not always 
formed. In eyerj case there is the division of the territory ; 
sometimes, if the tribe is large, into clan territories and other 
large primary allotments. In the case of the raiyakvdri districts, 
we know that clan areas were formed, and these appear divided 
further into compact villages, though we cannot explain how. 
We have already found reason to include all the later tribes — 
Aryan, Jat, Moslem, &c., as alike forming village groups with a 
joint constitution ; and it is certainly true that we can discern a 
strong tribal union which has enabled the Land-Revenue Ad- 
ministration to treat the villages (or whatever forms anything 
like a village) as jointly responsible for the revenue. How, 
then, is it possible that tribal custom can comport both with 
purely individual (^raiya^tiufm) holdings, and also with such ap- 
parently joint-holding customs as the frontier tribes, for example, 
exhibit ? 

It will be seen from the examples presently given that, in 
reality, the joint-holding of these tribal groups is of a limited 
and peculiar kind. Indeed, at first sight we might be tempted 
to deny the existence of any real common-holding, and so to do 
away with the distinction. It is quite true that there is no case 
on record in which a whole tribe possesses a large area really 
held in common ; nor, indeed, does any considerable section of 

^ As to the different local names for the divisions, see p. 31, note, 

^ P, 32, cmte. 
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the clan so hold. Sometimes we find large primary divisions 
made on the ground, such as I have above enumerated. In 
other cases such divisions do not appear, or have long been 
completely forgotten, and the whole area is divided out directly 
into household shares — so many ' ploughlands/ or something of 
the kind, to each. In the case of the clan growing up on the 
spot from a small initial group, there may or may not be primary 
divisions ,* if there are, the division was made while the family 
was still small ; in any case, all the family holdings are allotted ; 
very often they have been added on, one by one, as the numbers 
grew. Where, then, it may be asked, does the holding ^ in com- 
mon ’ or jointly come in ? In the first place, the smaller groups 
constituting in some sense a large ^ family,' often hold jointly 
among themselves, being relatives within a certain limit, 
acknowledging a rule of joint-inheritance and the institution 
which we call ^the joint-family.’ And there is in these joint 
tribal villages a wider species of union over and above that ; of 
it I will speak immediately. These features produce a* real 
distinction between the rcdyatwari and the later tribal villages ; 
and the difference appears to me essentially to depend on the 
different constitution of the family as regards its right over the 
laud held. 

Ownership of property does not depend on universal senti- 
ments like those which produce the liens of close or wider kindred. 
It is true that the sense of right to a thing in virtue of labour, 
time, and wealth expended on producing it is, if not a purely 
natural, at any rate a very widespread sentiment, and it may be 
accompanied or reinforced by a sense, also natural, of right as 
member of a tribe, to share with the others what all have to- 
gether acquired, and perhaps fought for. But further develop- 
ment of custom depends on the conditions of life ; and we see 
cases where the land is hardly regarded at all, but the irrigation 
water is the real object of customary right, or where rights are 
centred in the grain-heap at harvest. Let me once more refer, 
for illustration, to the case of the Welsh tribe and its family group, 
OTweh. As long as the head of the group lived, the property in 
the homestead, and all other rights, vested in hizn. Whatever 
partition took place was informal and for conveniezzce only ; the 
various ad]alt members of the family would, indeed, enjoy their 
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several homesteads and crofts and their cattle ; but no new 
theoretically separate ^ properties ’ or estates ’ were formed till 
the final separation after the completion of the course of descent 
and the commencement of new ^ welesJ ^ It was owing to the 
circumstances of the situation that separate land-sliares were 
not allotted on- the ground, and that co-aration and the division 
of the harvest was the custom.*^ If the Welsh family had been 
in the habit of taking and managing a separate holding of the 
tribal land, it would have been very like the miyahvdn family 
as it appears in early India, 

SuflScient attention is hardly perhaps paid to the fact that 
all ^ families ’ are not, in ancient tribes, constituted on the model 
of the Hindu joint-family ; and not only so, but that early I)ra- 
vidian and other non- Aryan tribes do not, even in India, appear 
to have known the joint-family, at any rate before they became 
^ Hindus/ The early Kdnclh tribes, to take a definite instance, 
show a form of family in which the patria potestas is complete, 
and in which the head of the family is the sole owner during his 
life ; there is nothing of that inchoate right of the sons as soon 
as born, and of the inability of the father to alienate ancestral 
property without consent of the family, and so on, which mark 
the ^ Hindu family ’ not only in the theory of law-books, but in 
the actual custom of certain local tribes/ 

It appears to me that the joint-family, with its limitation of 
the power of the head, who, in fact, only takes the place of a 
sort of primus inter pares^ is a later elaboration — however old in 
itself — of a time when, after long settlement and regular govern- 
ment, the law has developed and the tribal stage is passing, or 
has passed, away. Perhaps the sense of clan-union, which must 
long have lingered among the ‘ twice-born ' classes, found its echo 
in this joint-family. Moreover, Hindu law, and the custom ^ of 

^ Seebohixi, Tribal System in Wales, pp. 89, 95. 

^ Ante, p. 50. 

® Dr. Seebohm notices this distinction. See Tribal System in Wales 
p. 95. I venture to think that an examination of the- older Sanskrit law- 
texts would show that the limitation of the power of the house-father was 
much less in early times than it afterwards became, when the joint inheri- 
tance law w^as elaborated, and so much affected the idea of the family 
constitution. 

^ Ante, p. 210. 
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the Kortliem conquering and energetic tribes, botb proceed from 
people who have much pride of race and strong ideas of rights ^ by 
inheritance/ and of equally reqjres&nting a nolle or heroic ancestor 
who luas the founder of their fortunes and the object of their wor- 
ship. It is quite possible that the absence of joint ownership in 
the family marked a condition of tribal society in which no strong 
sense of union was evoked by the conditions of life. Probably 
the first settlers found but few human enemies to contend with, or 
were. not subjected to any circumstances that tended to super- 
sede the purely patriarchal rule. More it would not be justi- 
fiable to say; but at least it is a geographical fact that the 
raiyatwdri form of village survives most completely where the 
settlement (in any numbers) of Aryan, Jat, Gujar, Moslem, and 
other conquering and ^ superior ’ tribes took effect least. The 
joint- village is, in fact, conterminous with the range of Aryan 
and later conquests, or with races which have developed the 
joint-family. Wherever we find such joint or shared villages, 
either surviving or once existing, in the South, it is always in 
connection with some explainable circumstances of local over- 
lordship, or special colonising privilege. 

In thus endeavouring to account for the raiyatwdri form of 
village as arising under early tribal conditions, I should like to 
repeat that it is quite possible that originally the villages may 
have been held by subdivisions of clans — real groups of kindred 
—and tliat a feeling of tribal union may have once existed 
which now cannot be traced. If we were to take away from a 
frontier village in the Panjab the sense of tribal union, the actual 
tenure would be hardly distinguishable from the raiyatwdri. If 
it is true that the head of the non-Aryan family was sole owner 
cf the holding, the fact would have tended to concentrate and fix 
the sentiment of ownership as arising out of the original occupa- 
tion and laborious clearing of the soil. It may be added that 
this also may help to account for the absence of any idea of 
a joint proprietary claim to a certain area of the waste ad- 
joining each village. The villages being widely scattered 
through a great area of waste generally subject to the clan, 
the land not cleared and merely grazed over was regarded as 
^ common’ — merely in the same sense that the air, or the water 
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of a river or lake is common.^ The idea of ^ property ’ did not 
attach to ' nnwrought/ uncleared land. Accordingly, when the 
looser tribal government gave way to the rule of a Eaja, whether 
by conquest or by commendation, it became an easily established 
custom for the Eaja to dispose of the waste as he pleased. It 
is well, too, to remind ourselves that all this is not a mere ques- 
tion of theoretic possibility; it is based on some actual survivals, 
whicli, though local, almost necessarily indicate a more general 
custom in early times. It is only necessary to refer to such well- 
preserved indications of early village forms as those of the Kandh 
tribes, or the Kolarian and Dravidian settlements in Chiitiya- 
Nagpur. We there have evidence not only of the tribal con- 
stitution of agricultural society and of the formation of village- 
groups, but also of the absence of collective ownership. There 
is no /joint-family,’ there is no co-aration, nor any holding 
^in common.’ True, there is equal division among the sons 
of a deceased owner, but that is not the ‘ joint-family ’ ; it is 
only one feature which perhaps marks the beginning of such an 
institution. We have not now much evidence that the families 
in the Western or Southern mi ijcUtoari villages are connected by 
clan ties, or that groups of villages of the same clan are found 
contiguously.^ It is the different idea of the ^ family ’ that is 
at the root of the distinction between the non -Aryan villages 
and those of the later tribes. 

But, besides the joint-family, the later tribes also exhibit a 
kind of union beyond the circle of the immediate co-sharing 
relatives, which in the nature of things we can hardly hope to find 
evidence of among the scanty relics of the older Kolarian and 
Dravidian tribes that alone survive. All the Northern tribes 
as well as the Aryans evidently had a strong sense of general 
unity and cohesion; there was then a feeling that when a 
territory was occupied it was the acquisition of tlie whole body, 
so that all were equally entitled to share in it, and that its main- 
tenance and defence "was the common concern of all. It was 
this feeling perhaps, among the frontier tribes, e.g.^ that causes 

^ See ante, pp. 10, 11. 

^ It will be remembered, however, that this question has not been 
studied. On this subject, and on the causes of the misceUaneous nature 
of raiyativdri holdings, see pp. 18, 19. 
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tbe per-taipita principle of staring to be so niiicli commoner than 
the rule of allotment . according to the varying shares of the law 
or custom of inheritance. And this sense of equality also doubt- 
less led to ready acquiescence in the tribal custom of allotting 
the holdings for a term of years only, so that they might be ex- 
changed, and each group get its turn at the good or bad — the 
more or less advantageous and convenient farms. I do not see 
how this feeling can be said to imply a ^ common ownership ’ in 
the face of the always separately assigned holding and the definite 
share which is understood to exist. In the same way, the reten- 
tion of the waste area undivided is a matter of convenience only, 
as I have more than once explained. Whenever any portion of 
tribal land that would under ordinary circumstances be divided out 
is not so, it is always nnder exceptional and explainable circum- 
stances ; and even then the definite shares are well known. But 
the conditions of tribal security also demand that the various 
groups and sections shall acknowledge a union for tbe purposes 
of defence, and this includes a joint liability for taxes or other 
charges which have to be met. For example, the frontier tribal 
villages would find it quite natural to accept the joint liability 
for the G-overmnent land-revenue, under the North-West Pro- 
vincial system ; and it is largely owing to this fact, and to the 
consequent adoption, for these villages, of the nomenclature and 
forms of record employed by the revenue system in question, 
that they have been identified with the joint- villages ^ of anothei; 
kind — those in which the co-sharers are really heirs of one 
man. , . / . ^ ^ 

Section II. — Tkibal Custom as exhibited in the Panjab 
Feontier Districts. 

In the frontier districts of the Panjab a number of Pathau 
and Biluchi tribes, professing the Muhammadan faifch,^ have 
established themselves, and remained more or less undisturbed, 
all within known , historical times — some within the last 
two or three hundred years, others even as late as the last 

^ To which they were converts under the various Khalifs. See Bellew, 
The Baces of Afglianisian (Calcutta, 1880); also D. Ibbetson, 

Ethnog. ^ 390-"3 for Pathan, and § 377-9 for Biluchi. 
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century. They are all fighting tribes : they found, however, 
only a limited opposition from human enemies, and a large part 
of the country was virgin soil when they occupied it. The 
arable land is mostly dry and open, both hilly and level, but 
with no tropical jungle to contend with. Sometimes, but 
locally, the soil is fertile ; more often' it requires artificial irri- 
gation before it is cultivable at all, except in seasons of unusual 
rainfall. The tribes are wholly non-monarchical, and if they 
have submitted in general to the suzerainty of some neighbouring 
State, or some greater local chief has succeeded in making him- 
self a territorial ruler, that does not alter their internal consti- 
tution, W e see clearly the clan, with its greater chief; minor clans, 
with their chiefs ; and again smaller groups, each with its own 
head. Blocks of land smaller than the Miel, and such as we 
should call villages,’ are by no means always found ; among the 
Biluchl especially, the family shares are so many portions of 
the general (and still considerable) Miel territory, and a few 
families live together in small hamlets. And in most cases the 
smallest group that has a name indicating a recognised sub- 
division of a clan seems too la.rge to call a ‘ village.’ 

The chiefs, as a rule, have no pretensions to be owners or 
even governors of the whole territory, as the Hindu Rajas were. 
They had no territorial ‘ revenue,’ only their owm share of the 
tribal possession ; though it appears that in some cases, at any 
rate, a special share of the land was reserved for the superior 
chief (or And generally there must have been some 

provision for the support of the patriarchal position. Mr, 
Ibbetson, in the work cited in a preceding note, has fully gone 
into the history of the Pathan and Biluchi tribes. It is only 
necessary hei^e to say that the Biluchl tribe is called Tunmn, 
and its chief Tumandar. It is divided into clans (^.xrm ; cf. the 
Ivolarian and Dravidian imrM), the clan chief being called 
Muqaddam. The minor-clans are phalU. Tlie clans are all 
descended from one ancestor ; and the subdivision or minor- 
clan is the ^ wider kindred ’ from the same head. 

The Pathan tribe is said to be more homogeneous than the 
Biluchl. The Pathan and the Biluchl, however, both recognise 
the custom of hamsdya — the ‘ neighbour ’ (of some other race) 

^ See, for instance, the FesMwar S,. B, § 589, 
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taken under the tribal ^ shadow ^ or protection. Thus the non-, 
tribal artisans and menials of the hamlets speak of themselves 
as belonging to the tribe which protects them. Among the 
Biluclii, whole sections of foreign clans have been adopted as 
clans of the tribes, under the custom of ImmsCvna but the 
custom is not carried to such lengths among the Pathans. 

The Pathan tribe usually, but not always, has a Khmi — the 
head of the Khdn-JAsl^ or eldest house of the eldest branch ; 
and each clan and minor- clan has its malih^ or head. The 
chief,’ says Mr. Ibbetson, ^ is seldom more than their leader in 
war and their agent in dealings with others ; he possesses 
influence rather than power, and the real authority rests with 
the jinjob^ a democratic council composed of all the maUlxs. 
It is needless to say that all the districts are found to be 
divided into Hluqa and tafpCi — the distinct areas and sub- 
areas of each clan and minor-clan. 

It is a misfortune that the tribal areas have all come under, 
not only the revenue administration of the North-Western 
system — which is quite capable of being worked to suit them 
admirably — but under its forms of record, and especially 
under a vicious nomenclature entirely unsuited to them, and 
invented really for villages of another character. It is simply 
misleading to classify the frontier-villages in a mass under snch 
headings as zamvnddn^ pcdiida.fi^ or hliaulchdrd^ unless of course 
where some ai'ea has become the property of one man, or of his 
heirs jointly (zcmkiddri omishtarl'd), or where some portion is 
really divided throughout on fractional shares, as among descen- 
dants of one original owner (pattidan), Blmicichdrd they all 
are, in the seriHe that they are governed by the ^custom of the 
tribal group or brotherhood ’ ; but unfortunately the word 
hhaidclidrd has got so misused in the Panjab as to have lost 
its distinctive meaning.^ 

An example taken from the Peshawar district will at once 

^ See, for example, the cases reported by Ibbetson, § 380. 

, ^ This use or misuse of official terms is the subject of an appendix to 

Chapter VIII. I will only here say that any village, no matter of wffiat 
form, so long as it is shared on some plan other than the ancestral system, 
or is held in severalty, is called hhaiacMrd, depriving the term of all 
meaning except the negative one that it is mii 2 ^<^d'lddn. 
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serve to show the way iia which the clans are divided. The 
Yusnfeai conxitry had become the ‘ heritage ^ of four sons of one 
MandaneT If we accept the first genealogy, it would be 
supposed that these four sons would be the heads of four clans. 
But as a matter of tribal arrangement, the clans actually recog- 
nised are five, as we perceive from there being five tcqqoa^ or 
clan-territories. No tcifimiB called after Manno, the eldest son, 
but no less than four of the faiJinl are allotted to his four grand-' 
sons (the sons of Utman and Usman), while only one ta 2 :) 2 ?d is 
called after Raze, and that represents not only Razr but also 
liis two brothers. It is curious that the supposed son Ifanno 
should be effirced entirely by a number of grandsons ; and that 
there should be only one clan-area among the remaining three 
sons together. I feel sure that th^ real origin of this was the 
different mothers, and the probable disparity of their rank. In 


^ PesMwar S. IL §§ 199 and 226 fi. The ‘tree’ is given thus: — 




Mandanr 

1 



Manno 

1 

i 

Bazr 

i 

IvHizR Mahmud 

1 1 

1 

Utmiln 

Usman 

1 1 
four sons 

i I L i 

four sons three sons 

1 

1 

1 

Utman 
Ta^ppl (1) 

1 

1 1 

Sado Kamiil 
2". (2) 2’. (3) 

ail in 

Aman 

T- (4) 

one tappd (5) 


Another genealogy, which seems much better to justify the actual 
territorial allotment to the several branches, is also referred to {B. i?. note 
to p. 92). 


Mandanr 


By a regular marriage 


By a slave -girl 


Utman Usman 


Utman Sado Kama! 
(by 1st (by 2nd 
wife) wife) 

Tafpi Ta^jpd 

‘ (i) * (2) ' (B) 


Bazr Ivhizr Mahmud 


. I 


Aman 


Ako, &c. sons sons 


and two others 
put down as 
sons of Razr 
in the above 
table 


I all in one (b) 

7hpprt 

■ ( 4 ) 
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tliis tribe, too, the custom of farunai-vesli prevails — ix. that all 
the sons of one wife, however many, share with those of another, 
who may he fewer, per stirpes. There is also the possibility 
that in some cases the grandson w^as more distinguished in 
\var or otherwise, and so. may have supplanted the father. Thus 
the two sons of Utrnan, besides being separated (owing to the 
different mothers), are each given the dignity of a whole 
whereas normally they would have shared one between them. 
However that may be, the tappCi divisions actually stand 


1 . 

2 , 

3. 

4. 

5. 


Tap;pa Utmdnzai ] 

„ Sadozfli J 

,, Amtlnzdi ] 

„ Kamalzdi j 

,, liazr 


Sons of UtmIn 


These two are grandsons 
(or more probably sons) 
of the founder 


Sons of Usman 
EA za'and other sons of founder (together) 


Thus the whole Hlaqa is first divided into tappd. Next, some 
of the tappd are divided into intermediate areas for which no 
distinctive designation is provided; they are spoken of as 
daftar, which means any group of lands in general, but the local 
name still ends with ‘-mi, as if they were ‘ sub-^u^^2^a.’ This 
intermediate division is due to the separation of the groups of 
offspring from different wives — e,g, Tappd Kamdlmi is so divided : 
the terms Mislir-rdnlzai and Kishr-ounlmi merely mean ^ of 
the elder (Mishr) queen (mm) ’ and ‘ of the younger or lesser 
(Kishr),' 

The Razr division is a very large one, and is subdivided for 
another reason, because it includes several brothers of liazr (or 
perliajos they are his sons.) * 

A diagram will make this plain ; it of course has no preten“ 
sions to represent any geographical fact, or the relative size of 
the different divisions ; it is literally a diagram. 

The vrord, or rather termination, ~zdi is derived from the 
Pashtu -zoe and means ‘ son ’ ; while Mel is the Arabic word 
meaning ' group ' or ‘ company.’ It is said that these terms 
are used ' indifferently for the larger and smaller divisions.’ ^ 


’ These are also marked by the termination -zfti. In one case it 
appears to be -MeZ, but I am not sure that the personal name was not 
AtcoMiel 

^ Tribal Law in the Fanjiib (Roe and Rattigan , Lahore 1895), p. 4. 
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l)IAGRAJnLi.TIC ILLUSTRATIOH 
of the 

‘ILAQA opMAND ANR 



of 

and his brothers j 


K, B, — Each of the divisions shown above is again divided into l^d : 
e.g. T. Utinaiizax is divided into forty-one such, of which four are occii - 
j)ied by liamsaya (colonies of other tribes). 
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But I venture to think that though in practice this mav be so 
to a considerable extent, there is more properly a diiFerence, and 
that -zed indicates the larger groups from one of the ^ sons/ or first 
main branches in the table of descent, and Mtel the secondary 
branches. If that is so, then the dldqa may be indicated as 
the tribal area ; the tajp;pcl marks the greater clan ; the ^ siib- 
ta‘])2^cl ' (or territory with the name-termination ^zai) also marks 
an intermediate division large enough to be called a snb- 
clan ; ^ while Mel is the still considerable group, the minor- 
clan or ^ wider ^kindred,’ For the examples seem to. indicate 
that the Mel is too large to consist of only the immediate 
relatives within seven degrees (or some similar limit) ; the 
sab-sections of the Mel correspond better to the ‘ close- 
kindred.’ 

As regards sharing the land, the tribal or clan authorities 
appear to have effected only the main (or primary and secondary) 
allotments of territories and sub-territories. Apparently . the 
Mel groups arranged themselves as they pleased. But about 
this I am doubtful. However the Mels ma}’ have been allotted, 
it is usually the case that each has a considerable area ; and 
it depends on circumstances whether there is one village-group, 
with its one residence for all its households, or whether separate 
hamlets are formed, or both. 

In any case, the principal territorial areas were made large 
enough to accommodate all the then existing descendants — i,e, 
to give everyone a share on one or other of two principles, {a) 
that of counting every head (man, woman, and child), and giving 
to each existing household the number of equal shares it con- 
tained, without respect to gradation ; or (/>) that of regarding 
the table of descent, and giving larger or smaller shares, 
according to the number and degree of the existing kindred;- 
though whether this sharing according to grade is carried out 
all through is not so clear. 

It very often happens that the individuak shares are made 
up of .separate specimen strips of each kind of soil, scattered 
through the whole tapiid or djaflar of a subdivision group. In 

^ And often separated because of the difference of mothers — first wife 
and second wife, or perhaps legitimate wife and inferior. 

^ Ot H. E, Seebohm, Tribal Society in Greece^ pp, 65, 66^ 
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that case compact areas for further subdivisions of the boclj are 
impossible. The collectious of families that cohere from some 
general rule of wider-kindred form the T^el ; and many taf]i)tU 
are at once divided (on the ground) into a corresponding 
number of l£iel areas. As these are large and contain much 
waste, when the families expand, new hamlets are started, more 
land is broken up, and in time the hamlets grow into inclej^end- 
ence ; and thus a Ishel splits up into a series of what are more 
like ordinary ^ maiixaJ In some cases no subordinate divisions 
of the land en bloc occur, but the whole tappd (or even the 
whole ^iluqa) is at once allotted into a great number of 
single or household shares. In others, on the contrary, there 
are so many sub-sub- divisions (if I may so say) that the 
Revenue authorities are obliged to club several together to get 
a manageable unit of assessment and general control. 

The materials for illustrating these frontier tribal settle- 
ments have been in part collected, and accompanied by interest- 
ing remarks, by Mr. C. L. Tapper.^ And there are also some 
further Settlement Reports now in print and available for direct 
quotation. I shall select typical instances from the frontier 
districts of Hazara, Peshawar, Ivohat and Bannu, and the more 
westerly districts (which also extend further southwards) of 
Dera-IsmalW\}aan and Dera-^azi-]Oian. In none of these do 
we find that the definition of small or limited ^’i^tey^-areas, as 
such, is part of the tribal procedure of location or allotment; 
where they have come to exist, it is under later influences. We 
find that procedure essentially confined to the major-groups and 
sub-groups; and then attention is paid to the actual unit shares. 
Everywhere the people exhibit their sense of the natural aggrega- 
tion, up to a certain limit, of kindreds ; they also show the strong 
influence of the feeling that the superior right of the clan or clan- 
division to the whole area is unquestionable ; aud that every mem- 
ber of the clan has aright to his due share of the territory won by 

^ Pamjdh Customary Law. Especially in vol. ii. ; and as regards the 
custom of redistributing periodically the several shares, in part ii. of voL 
iii. But some Settlement Reports have since been printed. It is only 
necessary to remark that Mr. Tupper throughout uses the term hhaidcluml 
in its official sense, including all kinds of ^ullages which are not on the 
pattiddri principle, or held by sole landlords* 
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the common exertions of the group. The shares are, as a rule, 
divided out from the very first ; only the grazing land or the 
waste is left in common. More rarely, part of the arable land 
is also left undivided, though the shares are known. The 
custom of exchanging holdings (where it was applied) must 
have tended to keep up the feeling of a sort of general clan 
ownership, which, however, was not inconsistent with inde- 
pendent right to the household share. The exchange wms, in 
fact, evidently invented to secure equality. The joint respon- 
sibility for taxes, &c., is accepted by the whole Ijhel, but not, sd 
far as I know, by any larger group united. 

The Hazara district is occupied by clans who for the most 
part do not date back, in their present location, beyond the 
eighteenth century ; they drove out or subordinated the weaker 
families whom they found in the country. ‘The right thus 
asserted or acquired,’ writes the late Colonel Wace, ‘ by the 
strong over the weak was popularly termed iDinlsat or tuirsa ; 
and its possessor was called wdris (Angl. heir). In fact, as 
stated by Major J. Abbott in some notes left by him, the tvdris 
is the last conqueror.’ ^ In the centre of the district are four 
Hldqa — (a) Mangal, which was the joint holding of two clans or 
groups, Mansur and Hasazai ; (6) Nawashahr was the holding 
of the Mansur alone ; (c) Dhamtanr of the Hasazai alone ; (d) 
Rajoya of the Salar. All were subdivided into groups which 
afterwards served to form villages. The status was much dis- 
turbed under the Sikh rule, and several of the villages have 
fallen into the hands of ‘a motley gathering of occupants of all 
classes.’ A periodical redistribution of shares was formerly the 
custom. 

But the Peshawar district much more completely illustrates 
our point. ‘ The main divisions or tribes ^ have each a separate 
tract of country generally known by the name of the tribe 

^ See ante, p. 210, as to the use of these terms of Arabic origin. 
Among the frontier tribes, being Moslem, the use is not surprising. Mr. 
Tapper compares the Geerften (inhabitants of the village) under the old 
Germanic law and the Erfgenamen in the Saxon provinces of the Low 
Countries, who were the people in the * mark ’ who possessed a wliare or 
share in the tribal ‘ inheritance.’ 

^ Captain Hasting’s 8, B. 1874, p. 84 ft 
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now or originally occupying it ; for instance, ... the tappd 
Alokmand. ... In each main tribe there are groups of families 
or branches of the tribe which, owing to their numbers or close 
coherence, have become distinct subdivisions/ ^ The traditionary 
origin of the territorial position is simple. A certain chief — 
Shekh Mali — made a taqswiy or partition of the whole country, 
which commenced with the counting up of the requisite number 
of shares to provide one for every separate man, -woman, and 
child in the tribe. According to the total numbers so obtained for 
each main subdivision, suitable areas were marked out. The 
allotments of general territory were apparently only roughly 
discriminative of soil qualities. Thus in the Yusufzai country 
the main divisions were for the branches of Mandanr’s de- 
scendants (they were a Yusufzai tribe) : ^ each got part of its 
territory in the hill country, part in the level. As a matter of 
fact, the people themselves afterwards altered this, and the 
Mandanr branches came to hold the whole of the plain country. 
The areas were taken by drawing lots. The chiefs partition 
went no further than the main divisions or subdivisions;® 
nothing was said about ‘ villages’ or Mel inside the territories. 
I have already discussed the formation of the first great 
divisions ; now we shall see how the further division comes 
about. An actual case will best illustrate what was done. The 
Yusufzai country is dependent on rainfall for its tillage, and a 
special internal allotment of the tapyjKi was adopted. The 
people themselves divided the tappds into Mel, From the 
records I notice that many of the Mel areas contain each a more 
central group with its site for residence, and also several sub- 
sidiary (separately named) hamlets. Some ^ hamlets ’ consist 
of a group of holdings on some peculiar kind of soil, as they are 
distinguished by the description sholgira (=rice growing) or 
mami (ordinary dry loam). In the Muhammadzai tappd in the 
neighbouring Hashtnagar tract, there is a regular subdivision 
into eight large Mel, each having a central residence group 
and several hamlets, 

^ See p. 2B7, ante. The allusion is to the mh-tappa, or intermediate 
division of the first great blocks, 

2 This is the Hldqa of which a diagram is given. 

2 As in the diagram on p. 249. 
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Another mode of division appears among tli© Gigiani clan 
or tribe. They first of all made their vihole area into thirtyrsix 
allotments called handi (the word we shall meet with again but 
not necessarily in the same sense). Each hmdi is a mere local 
area adopted for division purposes, and doubtless for distinguish- 
ing the different kinds of soil. Each should contain one hundred 
individual and equal shares. Then the MeZ groups of families 
were provided for, either hy their taking one or more whole 
Imndi to the extent of the number of single shares their counting 
demanded, or else taking the due number of shares scattered 
through several kandi. 

Next as to the internal arrangements of the Mels inside the 
tappd. It will be observed that, whatever the size of the Md 
and the number of households composing it, the group may 
again have some further subdivision. Regarded as a group of 
families, it is subdivided into kandi (all households in the 
Imdi have the same patronymic),^ and sometimes the kaiidi are 
divided once more into thccl^ before we come to the (perhaps 
numerous) single households. Just as the khel group has a chief 
called malik^^ so each kwidi has its malih And the hmdi 
tend to set up separate residence-sites, each with its own little 
prayer-mosque, and its Jiujra^ or guest house, in which, by the 
way, all the unmarried youth of the section sleep together. 
The land of the kandi or of the thal group always includes as 
many bdklml, or hmkhd ( = shares), as there are mdwiduals in 

If the arable land to be allotted into shares is variable in 


^ This, I presume, makes the kandi a ‘ close-kindred,’ like the Welsh 
wcU ; and if it happens to be very large, or for some special convenience, 
it may be agahl divided into thal (Captain Hastings writes tal), just as the 
wele might be divided into gavelL 

^ The clan-chief is sometimes ^vith the Arabic title of Arlub, 

The next major- division chief is also l^dn. 

® The individual share is sometimes locally puchdf and not hnkkrd. 
The S. jR. does not explain what the difference is. But, referring to 
the khel of the Muhammadzai tappd in Hashtnagar above alluded to, I 
notice that the four northern M^el are divided into 6,000 puchd, while 
the other four are composed of 480 hdkhrd. It must be remembered 
that with these dual shares the numbers are counted often to suit the 
clumsy methods of division where any system of vulgar or other fractions 
is unknown. 
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quality, the clan authorities will ari-ange a number of circles or 
series, called consisting of the ^ good/ ' iiiiddling/ indifier- 
ent’ soils, or distinguished in some other way. Then the groups 
of sharers will have to take their lands partly out of each series. 

Where the land depends on irrigation, this scattering of 
holdings over several soil-divisions is not observed. But in any 
case, in spite of the soil-classification, inequality in the holdings 
is not altogether eliminated. So a system of periodical exchange 
or redistribution (vesh?) -was long followed. Indeed, at first, the 
entire divisions were exchanged. But this general ex- 

change must have proved so inconvenient that it was naturally 
the first to fall into disuse.^ The exchange of single holdings also 
gradually ceased when the effects of years of individual labour 
and cultivating skill began to tell, and individuals became at- 
tached to their fields; and when, moreover, a long period of 
peace made settled possession more natural. The ‘ village ’ areas, 
regarded as smaller groups within the Mel, are thus brought 
about by the gradual action of circumstances ; but the tribal- 
grouping of families and the recognition of different degrees of 
kindred is really what originates it. 

The Mel groups are suflaciently distinct to attract to them- 
selves the usual local staff of village hereditary servants and 
menials,^ or more than one according to size and subdivision. The 
PesJuvwar 8, B, notices the weaver, potter, carpenter, black- 
smith, cotton-cleaner,' sweeper and grave-digger, barber, ballad 
singer (Brvm)^^ and a Hindu dharwai^ or grain-weighman. 
There is always an imdmv, or priest, for the mosque, and some 
menials still called ghtdam, or * slave/ descendants of former 
captives in war or of purchased slaves in old days. These menial 
and artisan classes always intermarry with their own caste ; they 
* trace no origin, nor are they able to call themselves of any tribe 
or clan.’ ^ They are often remunerated by small holdings of 
rent-free land.*'"' Eveiy Mel has it or council of elders 

* S. B. §§ 201, 202. 

Cf. p. 16, ante. 

^ 8. B. § 29. May it be that this Diim caste indicates by its name an 
origin from the Bom — one of the ‘ aboriginal ’ hill tribes ? 

^ Ibid. §§ 211, 212. 

® In Tusnfzai there are some 75,000 Gnjar herdsmen, whom the late 
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or elders of houses, and chiefs of the group, or of the 
Imncli or section. They are referred to on ^ all questions of 
custom and matters affecting the village society.’ I find no trace 
of any ‘ holding in common,’ or any co-aration ; the lots are 
counted up and separated, from the first settlement of the tribe : 
the waste is undivided because it would serve no purpose to 
allot it. 

In the Kohat district a very similar form is observed, and 
the terms used are also identical.^ Thus the Bangash clan or 
tribe has four called Upper and Lower Miranzai, Samilzm, 
and Baizai respectively. Each is divided out into sub-sections, 
which are here mostly in compact blocks ; and nothing remains 
as common of the whole clan. The ^ territoxies were 
partitioned further among the Ichel, but the allotment only took 
account of the total number of single shares in the whole group. 
Thus the toppcZ * Upper Miranzai ’ reckons as 1,250 shares. Of 
these, 500 are supposed to belong to t)iQ Darsamcmd l£iel. The 
lihel people themselves will not always apportion the area in just 
that number of household-shares ; as a matter of fact, tlie tlieo- 
retical lot of 500 hclMml is actually held in 847 holdings.^ It is 
interesting to notice that, in the case of the Baizai tappcl^ a cash 
assessment imposed through some ruling chief about two centu- 
ries ago ^ caused the old share-list to be superseded ; a new 
number of MMim was arranged, so that each should represent 
one rupee of the total assessment ; and now shares are frequently 
spoken of as so many ‘ rupees.’ In this the distribution 
of land in compact blocks among the sections is not carried out ; 
for the soil varies, and there is one portion, near Kobat, which 
has exceptionally good springs ; so each section has got a portion 
in the spring-watered area, and the rest of its lot, some here, 
some there, scattered about over the tappCi^ The vesJi or ex- 

Dr. Bellew believed to be the descendants of one of the Indo- Scythian 
tribes who were settled in the country before the present clans occupied 
it. They are exclusively keepers of cattle by occupation, the other clans 
having claimed all the land as a possession, 

^ Kohat8,B.im. 

® See note, p. 254, ante. 

Kohai S. II § 182. 

^ And in that case the outlying blocks are made over to groups of 
tenants. 
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cLaage was also cnstomary. The word vesh is here, as often 
elsewhere, applied both to the process of the exchange itself and 
to the recognised series of areas of different soil-character ac- 
cording to which the holdings are made up. The exchange is 
here within the MeZ only ; first one entire sub-section exchanges 
with another, and then the families within the sub-section 
exchange among themselves. But the most important point to 
notice is, that lots or household-holdings are not her© assigned, 
as they are in Peshawar, by Mmldvesh, or counting up every 
head in the clan or in the Miel ; at least, that rule only applies 
to some parts. Here a standard nmnler of shan^es for each section 
and sub-section is maintained, whether the actual households are, 
afterwards, more or less.^ The custom of periodic exchange 
lasted here for a long time, and is not yet entirely extinct. In 
Upper Miranzai it was not possible, on this account, at the first 
Revenue Settlement, to make field maps for the villages ; but the 
Report of the last Settlement notes that the desire of the holders to 
reap the benefits of their own labour and improvements lias tended 
to put an end to the custom. In this district, too, there was a 
custom of having certain q^ahza (= possession) lands which were 


^ KoJidt S, JR. § 188. The principle of ancestral shares, as com- 
pared with the Ihhuldvesli, or equal shares per capita, is easily illustrated. 
Suppose a handd, or sub -section of a hheh called after an ancestor X. 
His three sons, A, B, C, represent the tlial, and a, h, c, d, e, f are the 
individual sharers. 

X 

: .. I... 


' i ' i 

a oca 

Let us suppose that the kandi owns a standard number (sixty) of the 
shares as originally constituted. Each tJial would then have twenty 
shares. On the death of A, his one son a would inherit the whole twenty ; 
the three sons of B would get B’s twenty shares between them, or six and 
two-third shares each. If after the death of A, B, and G a redistribution 
were made on the kJmldvesh system, a would not get the whole twenty 
shares of A, and so on ; each one of the sharers a—f, would have an equal 
proportion of the wdiole — i.e. ten shares each. 


I 


S 
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held permanently, on what grounds is not stated, and excluded 
from the lands subject to the customary periodical exchange.^ 

Both in Peshawar and in Hohat there are special rules for 
sharing the water of streams used for irrigation. Space prevents 
me from going into the details, but the rules serve to emphasise 
the way in which the lands are grouped, and show clearly the 
division of MeZ into ’kandA and tlml. There is a water channel 
for the whole and this branches out into distributories 
for each kandi, and then again into channels for each tJial. 
Within the Z/^aZ, the fields, or plots ridged to retain the water, 
are made of the same number as the hdkJm% or individual 
shares included in the tJial, It will be observed that this 
system of fixed fractional-shares of a given total, which is 
adhered to all through the grades of descent, is in principle 
very like the pattuldrij of which the typical form occurs in the 
case of the village derived from an individual founder. And 
the system was further maintained by the fact that, the irrigated 
land being alone regarded, and being of equal value throughout, 
the shares of the Government revenue were, without injustice, 
fractions corresponding to the water-share fraction. In former 
days, if anyone casually cultivated some of the unirrigated land, 
there being no map, notice was not taken of it; payment was 
made according to the strictly kept shares in the dhl or irrigated 
land. , But under more modern arrangements this area of 
appropriated unirrigated land comes under measurement, and 
it is then discovered that one sharer holds, and has perhaps made 
profitable, a good deal more land than another; under these 
circumstances, an adjustment will probably be called for, and 
payment distributed according to the acreage actually held. 

In the district of Bannu there are four distinct clans. We 
will notice that called the Bannuchi, who settled about five 
hundred years ago. Here we see that, as so often observable, 
the ancestral division of the clan guides the distribution of the 
land-shares up to a ceii^ain point only— i.c. the termination of 
the original close-kindred. The clan is divided into main 

^ This seems to resemble the bocland of the Anglo-Saxon tenures — 
land held by some special title outside the usual or old customary folk- 
tenure. See Stubbs, Const, Mist, i. 81, and the reference to Lodge’s 
Essays on Anglo-Saxon Law in the note. 
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sections, and tliese into sub-sections, all families in tbe latter 
having a common patronymic^ ^ The traditional accounts of 
the Banniichi,’ says the Settlement Officer, ' respecting the 
original division of the country among themselves on ancestral 
shares, and the sub-sectional apportionment of land and water 
tvifJdn the limits of each main share^ in proportion to the amount 
of cm%al excavation worh done, are in all pi^obability true/ Here, 
as a rule, there is no veshox exchange : it would not suit a state 
of things where each holding is permanently created by means 
of its channel for watering. It is interesting to notice that 
another clan, the Niazai, came to their location (in the Hsakhel 
Tahsil or sab-district) in alliance with some Jat clan, and that 
on apportioning the territory they gave the Jats an Hldqa, such 
as they had for themselves. Both clans made their main 
division on ancestral lines; here the fii'st division of tlie 
tal, or ifud) ; that is again subdivided into darra, and that into 
single shares or Uch. 

Among the Waziri it is worth while noting how some of 
their territories are Said, euphemistically, to have been ‘ acquired 
by purchase/ ^ They have no general custom, of exchange ; but 
in certain families the entire holding is redistributed, not after 
fixed periods, but occasionally— -perhaps on the death of some 
leading member or head of a household, by means of a temporary 
partition/"* 

In the Marwat country we have another example in the 
Marwat clan (a branch of the Niazai, but coming to the district 
at a later period), where the periodical redistribution is either 
still practised or has only recently been given up. Here the rule 
of providing a share capita throughout the clan prevails/ 

^ Bannu S» B, § 128, p. 123. 

Ibid. § 129. ‘ The fiction of sale seems to have been invented at 
some time after the seizure of the land in order to save the honour 
of the weaker side, and enable spoiler and spoiled to live together in 
peace.’ 

This, it will be remembered, was the custom of the Welsh tribes ; 
the final partition was only made among the second cousins of the taele 
group when the father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were all dead. 

S. B. § This is spoken of as a ‘ commxmal ’ or collective 

form of tenure because of the periodic reallotment; and in Barn jab 
Customary Law, ii. 22, Mr. Tupper speaks of the tribe holding its 
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In the I)eea Ismail I^an district, along the West frontier, 
we find quite a notable variety of tribes with somewhat diSerent 
customs ; most of which tend to show how little the village, as 
a separately defined group of land-holdings, still less as any kind 
of unit of property, has to do with the organisation of the tribal 
stage. The country, too, is physically diversified ; there is a 
wide tract on the edge of the Western hills where the 

cultivation is carried on in terraced and embanked fields 
moistened by the mountain streams or springs. There is also 
the light-soiled, open country of low hills between SheHi- Budlii 
and the Indus River, partly cultivated by aid of hill streams, 
partly depending on rainfall. There is also some flat alluvial 
land along the river ; and, lastly, the inland tract of dry land par- 
taking of the desert character of the South Panjab. In this 
district, too, we find instances of villages where a landlord family 
QaM malilS) has obtained the superiority over the actual soil- 
owners {(i(hid mdlilc). This is, however, beyond our immediate 
object. Among the instances of clans occupying distinct tracts, 
we have the interesting case of a large area in the Daman, some 
forty miles long by twelve to sixteen broad, colonised within the 
present century by a tribe of Bhitani.^ The clan has divided 
into three main territorial groups. It is here noted that the 
residence-sites are small clusters of mean cottages and huts, 
hidden away in hollows ; and that caves in the rock are often 
used as dwellings. The cluster of such dwellings is called 
Idfri ; in the level country a Idrrl will contain the dwellings of 

HUtqa ‘jointly.’ I am unable to see here or elsewhere any real ‘com- 
mtinar ownership. Nor do I know of the smallest piece of evidence of 
a frontier tribe holding jointly for a time even. The whole plan seems to 
consist in an immediate several allotment of major and minor shares. 
Where these depend on the individual labour and expense of piwiding 
canal irrigation, the allotment is permanent ; otherwise it is first made 
as equal as possible, and a redistribution is provided for with the evident 
object of (piieting jealousies, and preventing the stereotyping of inequalities 
in the holdings. 

1 Mr. H, St.-G. Tucker always writes the word with the final a long ; 
I imagine the word to be the Persian dnman, meaning ‘ skirt ’ of the 
hills. Perhaps this is a dialectic variation. I have followed the printed 
Report. 

® B. JL B. I, J^ian^ 1884, § 250. 
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families belonging to different share groups. Each clan-territory 
is here divided into a large number of (usually compact) plots, 
called nCila. Each nCda is held by a ^nniiiber of families 
generally closely connected by birth.’ ^ Within the ihdlii, each 
individual family or household seems to have no defined or 
allotted share, but each took what land its numbers or means of 
tillage suggested ; and some land usually remained undivided 
for future occupation when required, and meanwhile for the 
common grazing. When there is water for irrigation, there is 
a rude arrangement about ‘ turns ’ in taking the water. 

Still within the Daman region, the Gumal Valley tenures 
only call for notice on the point that here the rice-lands are 
cultivated jointly ; but the practice has nothing whatever to do 
with any idea of common ownership ; it is merely for convenience, 
first, because the money is thus raised to pay the autumn 
(Mar?/) instalment of the land-revenue ; aud next, because this 
^ strengthens’ or prepares the land for the spring crop, which is 
managed entirely by the separate owners. The Kundi tribe, 
also in the Daman, demands a passing notice. Its land is held 
in two large ‘villages,’ and lies in two portions, north and 
south of a stream, and distinguished as the NikannI and Pradu 
lands respectively. In the Nikanni the whole area is divided 
per capita — i.e. into a number of equal (siugle) shares or daddH^ 
one being allowed for every man, woman, and child ; the hold- 
ing of them was formerly subject to periodical exchange ,* and 
the last occurred, among the Amabel division, in 1852.^ The 
Pradu lands seem either never to have been so treated, or to 
have been variously acquii*ed by purchase ‘ or otherwise ’ in 
separate 'holdings. 

But the most interesting trihOvS are those of Pathan origin in 
the northern part of the Tahslls, D. I. .^an, and Kulahclii. 

^ It is worth while noting, as showing how administrative arrange- 
ments may affect forms of tenure, that at the ‘ summary ’ or preliminary 
Settlement every ndla was treated as a separate mmizai or survey village. 
But this proved inconvenient ; for the ndla are sometimes small, as might 
be expected from the variety of numbers in each ‘ close -kindred.’ So 
now each entire clan area is treated as a single large village; and, as 
above noticed, they are three in number — ^Dhanna, Tatta, and Wraspim. 

S, § 267 . 
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Tlie G-miclapiir tribe occupy a territory, here called boun- 

dary), of 462 square miles. The tribe have associated strangers 
with themselves from time to time ; and now all are, by a fiction, 
supposed to be of the same descent. They are divided into six 
larger sections, or nala} In some nala, all the sharers have the 
same patronymic, in others there are several groups. Exchange 
of holdings once existed, but has died out. The original settle- 
ment of the tribe, then in a smaller number, was at a village 
called Eori, which, being dependent on irrigation from a 
permanent stream, was divided out for the first settlers into so 
many I'aslia (—water ciits).^ The shares are now 352 in 
number ; they have lost their original owners, having been 
gradually bought up by the Khans, or chiefs of major-sections. 
The rest of the tribal territory is watered by hill torrents.''^ This 
is not divided into separate larger groups corresponding to the 
six tribal ndla^ but at once into 36,000 dadcll^ or single shares. 
Each of the six tribal 7iala above mentioned owns 6,000 of these 

^ The hereditary chiefship is properly in the ndla called Brahimzili ; 
but, as this group suffered defeat some 200 years ago, the right was trans- 
ferred to the Hamranzai {8* B. § 275). 

® It appears to me from the remarks in § 278 that originally the rights 
in the Eori irrigated portion were solely rights of water ; the soil seems 
hardly to have been allotted or regarded as property at aU, except as far 
as each year’s cultivation required ; for in order to allow of fallows the 
water was taken to one part one year and to another the next. Now 
that the shares have passed by sale into the hands of chiefs, the cultiva- 
tion is done by tenants ; and, the area to be cultivated as a whole for the 
year being arranged, the land is divided into strips for as many ‘ tenants ’ 
as are counted, and a corresponding water supply is given to each. The 
owners distribute the whole of their rent-receipts from the entire area, 
according to the water-shares. 

This is called dagar cultivation; the water, v/hich occasionally 
rushes down the dry beds during the rainy season, is let on to the em- 
banked field and allowed to soak in. There is a good account of it by 
Mr. Yates, M.I.C.E., in Journ. 8oc, Arts, June 1895, xliii. 702. The 
embankment is raised from three to ten feet high, and is made by aid of 
buHoeks and a short stout board ; as soon as one field is filled with w^ater, 
the stream passes on to the next. Sometimes two soakings are given, 
but the soil, moistened by the gradual percolation of the mass of water, 
raises the crop. Kfdfi^dnl (-black water) irrigation is from ^impermanent 
clear or dark stream, as opposed to the muddy silt-laden and purely tem- 
porary rush of the torrents formed by rain on the hillside {dagar). 
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shares. And there may be recognised divisions holdingy say, 
2,000 shares, and then further subdivisions.^ A large part of 
the territory was actually divided out ; but one part is not. 
This I regard as instructive, for it throws light on the question 
of the supposed prior ^joint-holding’ by clans and sections, 
and which appears to me to be more or less imaginary. On one 
occasion, the tribe was pressed for money (in a time of war with 
the neighbouring tribe). Ordinarily, whatever was 

needed was raised by a levy of so much per share or da/MFi held. 
Under the necessity for full and punctual payment, it was agreed 
to set apart a certain territory south of a certain stream, and 
called the Pradu tract, in which everyone who failed to pay 
sJiOuld lose Ms shares and transfer them to the 2 ye/rson vdio paid on 
his behalf. Thus many tribesmen, besides their proper shares 
in the other divided area, have acquired special numbei*s of 
shares in the Pradii. Whether owing to this cause or to some 
other, several ^ large villages ’ in the Pradu ai’e still held un- 
divided ; so that the tribesmen are all entitled each to wsinr 
share in them ; and these undivided lands are called kmima.ni 
(=zkmdnl ?) or ^ tribal ’ lands. The report contains no informa- 
tion as to how these ^ tribal ’ lands are actually cultivated and 
enjoyed. There is no suggestion that the produce is thrown 
into a common stock and divided afterwards, or that the proceeds 
are taken to pay part of the land-revenue. Even if we can 
speak of this very exceptional area as held ‘ in common,’ it is so 
under circumstances that can hardly entitle us to take it as a 
sample of an earlier and general method of tribal-holding. 

But whatever the true facts may be, the landed rights of 
tribesmen must be somewhat complex. Thus a man may have 
liis own divided share in his own ndla ; also some share hy 
transfer in the Pradu, some shares which have come to him by 
purchase or inheritance, and some share in tlie ‘ tribal ’ land ; 

^ As the Gundapur had no knowledge of ‘ vulgar fractions,’ they had 
an awkward system of altering the shares, while always keeping the 
memory of the real number. If, for instance, a section with 2,000 daddl 
was grouped into 7 equal sub-sections, as the 2,000 will not divide exactly 
by 7, they altered it to 700 haccd daddi, so as to give each 100, which 
were equal to 285f- real shares. This detail can, however, be further seen 
m§ 278 ofth6;S'.ie. 
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and as 4 ii each case the lands in which they acquire these cona- 
plicated rights are scattered over a tract of country 400 square 
miles in extent, it may well be believed that it is almost impos- 
sible even for an intelligent Gundapur to grasp thoroughly the 
nature and extent of his proprietary rights/ ^ 

The Mlan^el tribe (with whom the Gundapur were men- 
tioned as having been at war) have two large clan-territories, 
called Draban and Musazai. They would require no particular 
notice here but for the fact that the tribesmen are not cultivat- 
ing possessors but landlords living in towns, and leaving the 
lands to be managed by Jat and other tenants, who form their 
own villages and groups, having nothing to do with the tribal 
arrangements of the owners. The Draban lands are either irri- 
gated (ndlvrC) or ^ dry ’ (rn'mikaf). The territory of the former 
kind is divided into 77 ‘ water-shares,’ called ndla — Le, water- 
course ; the latter is divided into 80 shares, called man. These 
shares occur as blocks scattered over the area as a whole 5 and 
each clan-section may own several such. Every section will 
have some irrigated and some dry land, each dependent on its 
own principle of division. But once more we find certain lands 
(here called wcmda) held as ‘ bocland ’ outside the customary 
share system. The Musazai lands are somewhat similarly held, 
except that the irrigated lands are not divided ; the shares in 
the water here form the basis of right. A certain area, fit to be 
cultivated, is selected for the year, and the parts of it to be taken 
up by each section or group of the water-sharers are settled by 
lot. The sections are called huliy and each contains so many 
dharm, or single shares (water-shares). 

The last instance I can give is that of the comparatively 
civilised tribe of Babar. They can all read and write.^ Those 
living in the plains number about one thousand. ' They are 
very democratic, and exceedingly jealous of any member of the 
tribe trying to exercise authority over them.’ They are divided 
into two main sections — Mahsand and GTiordlAel, 

Mahsand forms four sub-sections, and Ohordldiel eight. The 
former hold four Imlly or sectional shares, and the latter eight 
nimahhay or half-shares ; some of the land is dependent on rain, 
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and some on lulCvpdnV irrigation. But tEese shares will be 
subdivided differently, accorcZ'mgf as they refer to the la^id or to 
the irrigation tvater. Thus, as regards land, each h fill and each 
pair of nnnahlicty being half-shares and treated in pairs, are sub- 
divided into equal lots (hhula) for every head in the tribe. But 
the same shares, ti'eated in terms of loaier^ are different; the 
water-shares of each member, which are not necessarily equal 
are counted in ‘ rupees^ ana^ and fdV The hiiU, &c., regarded as 
a group of men, is subdivided into gundi, a term, I take it, cog- 
nate with the lamdi above mentioned : and the total numbers of 
lots, for the whole of the gwuli of the several haU and luimaldm, 
is at present 1,721 ; the number actually held in each section 
and sub-section varies. The land of each is not in one place, 
but scattered about. Some of the groups still hold their shares 
jointly among their own members, who are relatives. The water- 
shares are worked in complete independence of the land-shares ; 
the owners select each year the area which can be conveniently 
watered, just as if the land had no known owners or sharers 
at all ; the land-share is, in fact, in abeyance as long as the irri- 
gated cultivation lasts. 

The southernmost frontier district of Dera Ghazi I^an 
partakes more of the nature of the desert country in the South 
Panjab, and the physical conditions under which cultivation is 
possible affect the forms of tenure.^ In the Sindh lands 
(those near the river), and in the level plain, the tendency is to 
establish separate ' wells,’ or homesteads irrigated by a small 
cut taken from the river ; and the right in land depends on 
the labour and money expended on making the area cultur- 
able. Here also we find that over-lord families Qald mdlik'j 
have won established rights over certain had^ or areas of country, 
and take a variety of rents and dues from the cultivators and 
^ inferior proprietors ’ ; with these matters we are not now con- 
cerned. In the Pachad country — a tract with light dry soil and 
low hilly contour, skirting the Sulaiman Range — we have once 
more the tribal system. Here, too, the cultivation is in embanked 

^ I have explained hlldpdm in a note at p. 262, ante. 

See p. 65, ante. 
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fields watered by occasionally flowing Mil streams or torrentsd 
Tradition points to the tribal land having been originally divided 
out by the chief {timanulwr) of the tribe.^ ^ Each member has 
held his lands ever since in complete independence/ It is inter- 
esting to notice the indications of ideas of right in land, as 
enshrined in certain common local terms. Thus land held on 
the tribal-shares is called paf-ar ; and a share acquired by gift 
among a number who have combined to provide irrigation for 
new land is called clali. In the country of wells, a plot acquired 
in virtue of sinking the well is called sil = brick — i,e, title 
derived from the structure. So we have the rather ominous 
tenure of ghasah^ or land obtained by forcible seizure ; and there 
are some others. 

Section III. — Olan-Villages and 'Cultivating 
Feateenities ’ IN Uppee India 

The tribal-settlements just described are quite unique in 
their peculiaiities. Nothing exactly like them is found else- 
where in India. Nevertheless, we can see that certain features 
of the tribal organisation — the separate areas of clan sand sec- 
tions, the desire for equality, and the general tendency to adopt 
a distribution of shares capita^ at least after certain main 
divisions based on the original ancestral descent are passed — 
these features reappear in all tribal and clan settlements 
as far as the land is concerned, though with local variations. 
The distinction also between the close-kindred and the wide, 
or more extended, kindred, as regards the groups forming 
villages or forming the clan-population of larger areas, is an 
equally universal feature of the tribal-stage. We have therefore 
to include within a general class of ' tribal- or clan-villages ’ a 
great many more besides those specialised as the ' frontier clan- 
villages.'’ But we shall expect to find the best instances of such 
villages among the tribes of Upper India, in the plains of the 
Panjab, in the North-West Provinces, and in Oudh. As a 
matter of fact, we are able to gather a number of examples from the 

^ Fryer’s JK. p. 77, and see note at p. 262, cmte^ regarding dagar 
cultivation.: 

- Among Biluchis, Tmndn is the tribe. 
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less familiar tribes j Ghakar, Awan, and tke like, in the Panjab; 
and again, as connected with xion-monarcliical Aryan clans, and 
■with J ats and Gnjars, both in tke Panjab and beyond it. In the 
first place we frequently come upon groups of villages (and some- 
times large areas which have only recently broken up into vil- 
lages) distinguished by bearing the designation of tappd^ Hldqa, 
&c., and we usually find them, to be held by groups of families of 
one clan. But though some of these groups are not more than, 
say, two to five hundred years old, and others date baclv as far as 
that re-distribution of Aryan settlements of which we have 
spoken,^ many are ‘still old enough to make it doubtful what was 
the original method of their formation. On the Panjilb frontier 
we had no doubt about the settlement representing a clan tdrecubj 
formed as such. In the cases which we are now to consider, 
some may doubtless be recognised as coming under the same 
head. But in the majority of cases it is evident, or at least is 
probable, that though noio there is a clan occupying a contiguous 
area, the origin was in a small family — perhaps no more than 
one or two brothers with their sons and some followers, who, 
finding a wide area of land at their disposal, managed to retain 
possession of the whole, and have now filled it with the multi- 
plied families of their descendants, in such numbers, and retain- 
ing such a general connection, as to form a clan. 

In these cases it is very likely that the areas covered by the 
holdings were only called Hldcja, taqypd, &c., at a later period, 
and possibly for the first time by the Mughal Revenue-officers. I 
do not think it possible to separate the two cases completely ; 
and an incomplete attempt to separate them would be worse 
than frankly taking them together as they come, and leaving 
the reader to see which origin he thinks most probable in each 
instance. This difficulty is regrettable, because there may very 
probably be some difference between the manner in which a clan 
readymade, so to speak — having its branches and kindred already 
complete — ^will occupy and allot a conquered territory, and that 
in which the gradually growing houses and kindreds will spread 
over it. But in both cases there is one thing that separates 
such settlements from purely individual foundations, at least in 
the greater number of instances. They always exhibit some 
^ Page 121, (mte. 
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traces of clan union througlioiit the ai'ea, and rarely or never 
follow the pattldan principle of sharing: many of them 
also exhibit a peculiarity in the mode of allotting the land 
equally, and of valuing the several holdings for the equal dis- 
tribution of burdens and charges. In these cases we have no 
evidence of any custom of redistributing or periodically exchang- 
ing the holdings ; indeed, in the case of a clan gradually growing 
up on the spot, it would not be likely. We have a small 
settlement at first, and, as each new family grows up, the 
additional land, requisite for its support is allotted, or perhaps 
is simply taken up out of the general area without any formal 
process whatever, and without reference to fractional rights, 
only to numbers and actual requirements. The whole area 
gradually becomes covered by the household holdings, within 
the original main divisions. Naturally, then, the later formed 
holdings would not be exchanged with the older. 

There is, indeed, one other case in which villages may 
appear to constitute a clan-settlement, when really there is 
nothing of clan-sentiment in the tenure. It is when a Eajput, 
or similar rulership, has gone to pieces, and the members of 
the defeated family and its relatives have managed to cling 
to a sufficient number of holdings, all pretty close together 
locally; and so now, having multiplied into village groups, 
they may suggest a clan origin. Should such an origin be 
true in any case, however, where the hhaidchdrd tenure^ in the 
true sense, is also observed^ there will certainly be very little 
harm done if it is included as virtually a clan-settlement. But 
where in such cases the several villages are composed of families 
holding on the ancestral fraction or pattlddrl tenure, then they 
will most properly be excluded from the present section. 

To summarise these remarks briefly: in all the cases in- 
cluded in this section we shall notice (I) not only the con- 
tiguity of a number of villages, all of one clan, and covering a 
considerable area, while in some cases the clan-area is not 
really divided into villages at all ; but (2) we shall find the 
same desire for equality, so that the customary method of sharing 
gives to each household whatever land is necessary for its actual 
numbers; only it takes care that each holding shall contain 
■a similar proportion of the good, bad, aYid indifferent soils, and 
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that a plan of equal sharing of burdens, in proportion to the 
holding, shall he followed. It is to groups of this character 
that the Settlement Officers of the North-West Provinces more 
especially apply the term ‘old cultivating fraternities/ The 
^ collective ' ownership appears here also to consist in a sense of 
general union arising from the natural bond of kindred, leading 
to the acceptance of a joint responsibility for the Revenue- 
charge, in a sense of general clan- or family-right to the whole 
area, and to any undivided waste within it, and, most of all, in 
a feeling that every member has an equal right to share and 
share alike. The whole group of holdings is never, as far as 
iny observation extends, held ‘ in common,’ at any rate after the 
families have expanded beyond those first grades of descent which 
have fixed the major and secondary divisions of the wdiole area. 

The actual forms in which the allotment of the land is made 
are the following 

(1) The whole area is divided at once into separate single 
holdings. Major and minor groups of relations may exist, but 
are not indicated by divisions of the area. 

(2) The whole area is divided into large blocks (sons of 
founder), and these into secondary and tertiary divisions (grand- 
sons and great-grandsons). The later divisions often cannot be 
compact, by reason of the holdings being made up of plots dis- 
tributed over the different soil areas. After the last separately 
designated division, all the later and existing families appear to 
take per capita according to what they want, as long as any 
land remains available. 

(8) The whole area was retained undivided ; a central or 
parent village represents the cultivation of the original family. 
All round, new hamlets have been added on, which gradually 
‘ ripen ’ into separate villages till the whole area is taken up. 

In Nos. 1 and 2 ‘ villages ’ gradually separate, but under 
accidental circumstances, and often under the influence of modern 
survey and revenue arrangements. 

(1) Illustrations from the Panjdh Districts 

We proceed to pass in review the various districts which give 
examples of this tenure, commencing with the Panjab and pro- 
ceeding eastwards. 
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Tlie first occurs in tlie Jihlam district, along the banks of the 
river of that name. In one part are tribes of Gbakar, Awan, 
and Jbanjua ; the latter are Rajputs, and probably establislied 
a sort of territorial rule, and their villages are the usual 
result of the decadence of that dominion ; the further mention of 
them is therefore reserved to a later section. The Ghakar seem 
to have despised agriculture, and their settlements show the vil- 
lage residence of the tribesmen, and separate settlements of 
other cultivating castes, forming hamlets {dholi^ cah, &c.) 
in the neighbourhood. There are several clans or branches, 
each with its own name, and the chief seats or mother-villages 
of each clan are generally called mcmdi. Of these there are 
now six generally recognised in the district.^ 

In the Chakwal Tahsil of this district we have five Hldqa of 
three tribes of doubtful origin — ^the Mair, Kasar, and Kahut. 
The first named possess two tracts, Haveli and Badshahani, in 
the centi’e; the Kasar have two in the north, Bubyal and 
Ohaupeda, and the remaining one is the Kahutani. Their 
tradition is that their forefathers came from Kashmir, or rather 
from Jamti, with the Emperor Babar, and that they received 
this, at the time uninhabited, country in grant. 

Still more remarkable is the case of the small tribes of Lilia, 
Phapra, and J alap, believed to be allied to the J at stock. They 
inhabit each ^ a well-defined area in the plains below the Salt 
Range, and none of them is ever found outside its own bounda- 
ries.’ The territory of Lilia is described in the first Report 
(1864)^ as forming one single 'village,’ now broken up into 
four separate parts ; and it appears that the whole area of 
22,000 acres has been populated by a clan growing out of the 
household of a single ancestral settler.^ 

^ Jihlam S. B. 1883, p. 28. 

Quoted in Tupper, Cmt. Lcm^ ii. 29. 

3 Unfortunately in neither of the excellent Jihlanb S, B. is any 
detail about Lilia to be found. No notice is taken of wbat the shares 
in land are, or how they were allotted. More information is also 
needed ahoxit the other great areas mentioned in the text — Lawa is an 
Awan settlement, with four or five rival caudharh or chiefs. It is marked 
by strong factions among the co-sharing clansmen, who certainly have all 
of them separate holdings. That this is a ' bona-fide single estate held by 
one Joint and xmdivided body ’ is simply incredible. Probably it merely 
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The Awan locations are even* more in point. This tribe, 
consisting of peasant proprietors, is always reckoned as such, and 
not among the salm, or ‘ gentry.^ They occupy the whole of the 
Tallagang Tahsil, being distributed over large clan-areas. Lawa 
contains 135 square miles ; Thoha-Mahram-IOito, 86 square 
miles ; and Kandowal, in the dry part, or of Pind-Dadan- 
Khan, has 27 square miles. In Lawa there is one chief residence 
site (ahadi) containing 5,000 inhabitants ; but there are several 
^hamlets’ also. This large village-site, as well as the great 
area maintained as a ^ single estate,’ is attributed to * the homo- 
geneous farming population with a large share of democratic 
equality.’ In fact, however, the ^ estate ’ is to some extent the 
result of physical conditions, for the land is dependent upon 
the rainfall, and the tables show that in the ivliole Tahsil only 
only about 2,600 acres of land are protected by wells. The 
country is ^ upland, of broad, gentle undulations,’ with light 
sandy soil on the crests and loam in the hollows. Under such 
conditions, the area of each holding is necessarily large, and is 
naturally uniform in advantages. The land ploughed up for 
spring crops is kept separate from that used for the or 

autumn crop ; and the latter also can only be worked part a^t a 
time, because the rest is exhausted (Inullu)^ and must lie fallow.^ 
Each ' ploughland ’ is, therefore, allowed to consist of nmetee7i 
acres] and the large combined area of separate individual 
household shares, each of so many ‘ ploughs,’ is better suited to 
the sentiment of the people and the conditions of agriculture 
than a number of separate villages of the average size. The 
Awans must have been fora long time in occupation, since in the 
days of Abu-1-Pazl, one of the onahdls, or official divisions of the 
Sindh S%ar Doab Sirkar, was called the ^ Mahal Awmidn,' ^ It 
is certainly a clan-settlement ; but the evidence leaves it doubt- 

means that the area was not divided into villages^ and that, though the 
individual family holdings are enjoyed in severalty, the whole body did 
not object to be regarded, from the revenue administrative point of view, 
as a single jointly responsible estate, owing to the general elan feeling 
which disposes the whole to unite against outsiders, however keen may 
be the feuds within. 

^ Jihlam 8. B. Compare pp. 52, 90, and 106. 

^ Aym4-Alihar% ii. 32B (Jarrett’s Trans.). 
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fal wlieiker it was occupied by a clan already formed, or whether 
the present numbers hare resulted from gradual growth out of 
an original small gi’oup. 

In the next district of Gujkat we have a Rajput dominion 
of a Raja and chiefs of the Ohib clan and a surviving group of 
village-estates. These do not belong to the present section. 
But the district at large shows signs of genuine tribal locations ; 
one portion of it being known as the Jatatar and another as 

Gujar.^ _ _ 

In the course of time there has been some admixture of Awan 
and other villages, but the general features of the tribally 
occupied tracts are still discernible. 

‘ The Jats and Gujars are subdivided into a great number 
of families each called by its own name, which is generally that 
of some ancestor who became in his time so powei-ful, or other- 
wise noted, as to leave his name to his posterity. It would not 
appear, however, that any new divisions have been separated off 
from the main stock for the last one hundred or one hundred and 
twenty years. . . . Most of the clans number but few families, 
sometimes owning but a single village. But to this there are 
some notable exceptions among the Jats. The 
and Qondd, clans are very strong and hold a superior status.’ * 

In the neighbouring districts there is a still greater admix- 
ture of villages; but clan-groups may still be discerned as 
colonies, of Bwjwa, Jats in Sialkot, of Awan clansmen in 
others. In Gujranwala there is a group of eighty-one villages 
of the Oatta (Rajput) clan,* all in this instance proceeding 
from the foundation of one original adventurer who had emi- 
grated from his home further East ; and there is a large group 
(106 villages) of the Bhatti tribe, around Pindi-lluziticln as a 
centre. 

Leaving, however, this part of the country, and coming to 


^ In my L. S. B, L ii. 670, there is a map, showing the Gujar area 
coloured pint and the Jat green; I take it the district name Oujrilt is 
really ‘ Gujar-atar,’ like the term Jatatar, 

The 'Gazetteer (2nd edition) of Gujrftt, p. 60, &c., gives a very good 
idea of the nnmher of clans and their pretensions to descent from all sorts 
of grandees. , 

There is a more detailed account in L. 8. B, I. ii 672. 
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the region between the Bias and Sutlej rivers, we find in the 
JlLANDHAiidistrictniany Jat tribes divided into got^ or clans, and 
al^ or minor-clans. ‘ But,’ writes the Settlement Officer,^ large 
tracts of country each occupied by villages of one got are not 
found here, as they are in other parts of the country. The 
nearest approach to such a state of things is met with in the 
Philaur Tahsil, where there is a cluster of Sihotd villages about 
Kuletd (Barcqnnd) itself a very large estate belonging almost 
entirely to this clan.^ The Rajputs, of whom the GhoremlJia 
clan is the most numerous (nearly 9,000), are found in the 
tracts nearer the hills ; their villages are only partially aggre- 
gated, Here we have the tradition of a growth from a very 
small origin. Two brothers came from Rajputana on a 
pilgrimage to a sacred place in the lower hills {Jfjwdlrmm'khi). 
Meeting with the Pathan king ShalidhuHl-dm Ghon^ they 
presented him with a fine horse, and in return the monarch 
gave them a grant of as much land ‘ as each could ride round 
in a day.’ Each brother selected one side of the river Sutlej ; 
one threw his spear (seld) where the village of Selkidna now is, 
and the other his bracelet (kangcm) at Kangcmvml, to mark the 
limit reached. The family gradually expanded,® and the 
branches and sections were indicated hy the terms chat^ mahln^ 
and muhl^ which I have met with nowhere else."^ Mr. Purser 
points out the impossibility of the dates and other details of the 
tradition ; but its general circumstances, and the origin of the 
landlordship in a royal grant (growing into a set of villages jointly 
owned by groups of the clan), are very probable. There are other 
Rajput clans of the same kind. Passing over certain groups of 
Awan and Gujar, I will only mention that a tribe of Amm (or 
Ram) make up about one-seventh of the agricultural population ; 
they are divided into fifteen got. They have many scattered 

i Purser’s 8. E. 1888, p. 73 if. 

® The Sihotd Jats are 2,392 in number. Several clans are consider- 
ably more numerous, bait they are found in scattered villages. 

^ One brother returned to Udaipur, leaving the other in lordship of 
the whole estate. Mr. Purser suggests that the chat, of which there were 
nine, marked the shares or lordships of the leading men, and the makdn 
were inferior territories. 

^ At least as regards the series of terms. The Chibs in Gujrat call 
their clans mid, or muhu 
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villages, but in some parts there are also connected groups.^ 
Their tradition is that they were once Hindu Eajputs, descend- 
ants of Eai Jaj, ruler of Sirsa, in the South-eastern Panjab, and 
that they became Moslems about the close of the twelfth century ; 
the name is said to be derived from the title ^ Eai ’ borne by 
their ancestor. Another numerous tribe, the Sainl (14,000), also 
trace their origin to a few ancestors who came from their home 
in Mathura (North-West Provinces) in defence of the Hindus 
against the first Moslem invasions, and they multiplied in their 
new home. As regards the district generally, Mr. Purser 
remarks that the existing village bodies are not able to trace 
their descent very far; only 355 villages out of 1,324 are 
remembered to have been founded for twelve or more genera- 
tions.^ 

Crossing the Sutlej river, it will be sufficient to take three 
typical districts — Ludiana, Eohtak, and Karnal, Excellent 
reports of each exist, and the writers have gone fully into the 
tribal question. 

In the Ludiana 8, Report^ after some interesting remarks 
on the alteration of the Jat type caused by difference of mode 
of life, occupation, and location, Mr. Gordon Walker ^ writes : 
‘ To the east of the district, and especially in the Samrala Tahsil, 
the multitude of got (gentes) among the Hindu Jats is a very 
remarkable feature. Not only do adjoining villages belong to 
different got, but inside each village will generally be found two 
or thi^ee sections (^patti) of distinct origin.’ This is accounted for 
by the manner in which the country was colonised. In the 
history of each village it will be seen that the founders came 
in comparatively recent times from difierent parts of the country 
and belonged to different got ; they united merely for conveni- 
ence, the vague tie of belonging to the same general tribe being 
sufficient. In the south and west of the district, on the other 
hand, we do find that the Jats in some instances settled in 
larger homogeneous bodies. The reason for this apparently is 
that in the eastern parts the imperial authority was always 
strong enough to protect its subjects, who settled down in small 
village groups as they came ; while in the west it was less felt, 

^ B, E. p. 82. * 2 Ihid, p. 85. 

® Bu B, Ludiana, 1884, pp. 45 ff, 79 S€q_. 



THE TRIBE AND THE VILLA&E 


275 


and people of one tribe Rad to collect in large contiguous villages 
for protection. For example, tRe Ghareivdl Jats liad a group of 
fifty villages near the town of Ludiana.^ The Gil Jats Rave a 
group of forty villages in the Jagraoii Tahsll. They com- 
menced as a small body, some 200 or 300 years ago, coming on 
an uninhabited space (the Jangal Hldqa), Among the smaller 
clans, the BJianclher own ten or eleven villages in the 
Malcmdh Hldqa, all grown out of the descendants of one settler, 
who left his home because he was regarded with disfavour by 
the family, owing to his being the oifspring of a mixed marriage. 
There are some old Rajput villages ; and they mostly keep up 
at least the form of the ^ ancestx’al ’ shares as descendants of one 
founder.^ The Jat and the other villages spoken of all show 
the sense of dan organisation ; there is aggregation for social 
comfort and for defence ; but there is no pretension to descent 
from some common ancestor or the maintenance of ancestral 
shares. The object is for all the families to have their equal share ; 
and the land is divided out in hal, or ^ plough-lands,’ a number 
being assigned to each family in proportion to its strength. 
Tlie size of the hal varies with the character of the soil, being, 
as usual, the area estimated to be ploughed by one pair of 
oxen.^ Nor are the holdings in one block, but (as usual in the 
genuine bhaidchdrd or clan-fraternity method) ‘ the original 
distribution is generally most elaborate, the whole area having 
been divided into blocks according to quality, and each sharer 
getting his portion in each block — i,e. the number of hal for 
each family consisted of specimens of each kind of soil, good, 
bad, and middling. These shares are observed in the division 
of any culturable waste, and in apportioning the malha, or joint 
expenses, of the village community.*^ They are not now made 

^ This got affords an instance of what has been stated about Jats 
(p. 99, ante) ; their tradition is that the founder was a Rajput priiice— Baja 
Rikh, who lost caste by marrying a Jat woman. But from this ‘ royal ’ 
descent the got is still regarded as superior among the sahu, or gentry. 
The Gil are similarly descended. 

' This will usually be found to bo the case where the founder had 
some pretensions to territorial rank or nobility. 

» S. B. p, 80. 

^ See p. 25. The fund to meet these common expenses is made up of 
certain rents and profits from the waste area, from airaj% —a sort of house’ 
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use of in paying the land -revenuej which is met by an appro* 
priate acreage rate on the area actually possessed by each. 

The Eohtaic district deserves mention, as it is in this part of 
the country that successive Settlement Officers, from Mr. (after- 
wards Lord) Lawrence in 1844 to Mr. Panshawe in 1879, have 
noticed the perfect preservation of the ' village communities ’ — Le. 
in the co-sharing or joint form. There are 511 ^estates’ in 
this small district, and they are also compact geographical 
mmiza. They owe their compactness to the fact that they are 
the result of the gradual fission of groups of close-kindreds as, 
one by one, they branched off from an original centre. Each 
starts a fresh hamlet, which ripens into a village, and is really 
held by a compact body of kinsmen. We have, in fact, the con- 
verse of what the frontier tribal-territories exhibit. Here we 
have the case of a clan expanding on the spot from a small 
centre, and so building up groups of close- kindred, whose hold- 
ings are defined one by one as they are taken up and naturally 
form villages ; there we have the clan already existing and 
dividing the land among the whole body, village groups being 
little thought of. Out of the 611 villages, Jats, forming 12 
chief and 137 minor clans, own 366. Some Afghan settlers, 
Brahman grantees, and others, hold villages ; and the Ahir have 
26 villages.^ ‘ The most noticeable point,’ says Mr. Fanshawe,^ 
‘ is the grouping of the villages of each tribe or subdivision of a 
tribe in one spot. This is due in most cases to the surrounding 
villages having been separated off and founded from a central 
mother-village. . . Hindu Rajputs are found in the south- 
east of the Jhajjar Tahsil and the centre of the Rolitak Tahsll ; 
the Ahir are round Kosli, and so on. The Jats show the same 
features; the Malik got is settled round Ahalana, Khanpur- 
Kalan, and Bhainswal-kalan, .and so on. Village groups so 
constituted must have taken time to grow up, and we are not 
surprised to learn that they are of older foundation than usual. Jat 

tax on non proprietors, artisans, &c., and dharat, a fee on weighing grain 
sold in the village, and from anything else that comes in from a common 
source of profit. 

^ See p. 109, note. The Ahir figure considerably across the Jamna, in 
the North-West Provinces, 

^ part ii. p, 18, § 17. 
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villages were established before Sultan Mahmud’s invasion early 
in the eleventh centary. Here also the Jats profess Rajput 
origin, and to have come from the south. ^ The Report gives in 
detail the history of several such village centres. The JDahyd 
Jat, for example, have their villages along the north-eastern 
border of the Sampla Tahsil. Their ancestor is Manik Eai, a 
Rajput Cauhdn clan who lost caste by marrying a Bhmlnr 
Jat woman. His son was Dahla, corrupted into the clan name 
Dalujd I Dahla settled in Barona twenty-seven generations ago, 
and from his one original village all the others have branched 
off. I might repeat the same sort of story almost indefinitely 
for each of the other centres. The process of growth is that, as 
the family increases, the new households clear additional land 
out of the general area, and the hamlets are at first considered 
only parts of the mother-village, till at last they grow big enough 
to have entirely separate establishments ; and thus a whole 
tapjpcl of villages is acknowledged.^ As to the original consti-^ 
tution of the entire area, it does not seem to have been divided 
into any primary sections according to the divisions of the original 

^ It is, in fact, in this district that the tradition occurs which has mis- 
led some writers. The Maiilt Jats say they are Rajputs, and come, not 
from Ghazni, in Western Afghanistan (which is sometimes quoted as a 
proof of the western origin), but from * Oarh-Gajni,’ somewhere on the 
Dakhan frontier. I may suggest merely that, as the proper name of these 
Jats is ‘Ghiltwal,’ they may have derived the clan name from being 
originally Rajputs holding some frontier hilly territory (ghat) in the 
region of the Mahi or Aravali hills, or some neighbouring locality in the 
Vindhyan country. 

~ Mr. Fanshawe quotes some remarks of the late Sir G. Campbell in 
the Oohden Club Essays^ where the author repeats the formula, at that 
time unquestioned, about the tribe or the village body holding the land 
^ in common ’ first of all, Mr. Fanshawe remarks that Bohtak eKeniplifu'3a 
this. I venture to think that it directly contradicts anything of the kind. 
In cases like the Rohtak villages where we have a clan-expansion, the 
original founder is able to maintain a general hold over a large area, the 
greater part of which he does not cultivate till it is wanted ; his claim is 
only manifested by the fact that if he has many cattle, he grazes them over 
ii Then, as each family grows up, there is land available which it takes 
up, perhaps by tacit consent ; this goes on till the whole area is filled up. 
There is no kind of ‘ common holding ’ whatever, but only a sense of unity 
of origin, and the solidarity of clan interests which bind the various 
daughter- villages together. 
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family ; and ttere could, of course, Lave been no anticipatory 
division of tlie area into 'villages/ ’When each village- 
group has in time developed, it will have >sections within itself 
resulting from the fact that what was at first a ' close-kindred ' 
has now expanded into a ' wider-kindred ’ composed of several 
close-kindreds all derived from the same head ; and thus are 
formed imnd and thulCi subdivisions, as they are here called. 
The individual holdings are lial or ' plough-lands ’ ; and here, 
as so often observed, while the first or earlier degrees of 
descent from the founder naturally allowed the then few 
and simple share-poi'tions to follow the ancestral gradation, as 
the numbers grew, the subsequent allotment within the main sec- 
tions, was ])er capita — everyone was provided for, alike, according 
fc his requirements. For this reason, as some families increased, 
and others diminished in number, the holdings of land were 
occasionally readjusted/ As usual, at the Revenue Settlement 
the individual shares were treated as so many de /acfo hold- 
ings, and were assessed at the proper acreage rate ; but inside 
the villages, the primary divisions of pdnd and thiilCh were 
demarcated as blocks, and the eldest member of the eldest 
house in each was recognised as its ofiScial headman. 

The pcmmyat consists of the heads of y>a7id with the ihuldclcm^ or 
heads of the eldest households in the subdivisions. The pcmcayat 
still controls all matters of interest to the body — the cultivation 
of undivided common lands, the realisation of grazing-fees and 
house-rates,^ the building of a village rest-house for guests, 
supervising the village watch, cleansing the common tank or 
pond, and settling any question of granting a rent-free plot to 
some pious person. I have not found any allusion in the Rohtak 

^ See S. i?. p. 27. ‘ The local annals tell of half a dozen changes 

made at intervals in the shares on which each estate was held.’ Mr. 
Eanshawe thinks this may point to the existence of a general redis. 
tribution ; but this is not likely, for such a general periodic exchange is 
natural only where a clan already formed settles on land and each member 
is jealous of anyone getting a better lot than himself. There is no raison 
d'etre for such a plan in the case of holdings added on, family by family, 
so to speak, to an original central village. 

The house-rates or hearth-fees (here called IdaU-ham/im) are paid as 
usual by non- proprietors, artisans, &c., as an acknowledgment to the pro- 
prietors for their permission to reside. 
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Beport to tbe feature, common in ‘ fraternities/ of making tlie 
holdings consist of specimen bits of each kind of soil. Here, 
perhaps, the land is too uniform to need such a device. 

In the IvARiVAL district, bordering on the Jamna river, we fre- 
quently observe the same feature of a family expanding into a 
clan : the group of clan-villages begins, first, with the establish- 
ment of a central village (thlhd)^ and then by the gradual accre- 
tion of hamlets (majm, or garhl, as they are hero called), which 
in time become independent. But Mr. Ibbetson has noted a 
number of interesting details. We are near the country where 
the earliest Aryans began to settle (in Aryavmia) ; and we find 
many Eajput owners ; but the causes already mentioned prevent 
our tracing back the existin* * * § g groups to any such primitive 
settlement. There is also a local curious caste or tribe of Tcujil 
which I must pass over. The areas occupied by the clans ai’e called 
or thamhd^ and the Imperial revenue officers made use of 
these divisions for official purposes.* The villages are all held 
by groups of real blood relations, being the areas added one by 
one, as each new little group of households grew up and started 
additional cultivation on an adjoining site. The village names 
often bear the addition laurel, or haldn, not meaning ‘ small ’ 
or ‘ great,’ as the Persian words imply, but ‘ younger ’ and 
^ elder.’ The clan connection between the villages in the tcq:^pd 
is kept up by the custom that ^ when a headman dies all the 
villages in the tcippd assemble to instal his heir, and the turban 
of the parent village is first tied on his head.’ On ceremonial 
occasions — funerals, Ac. (meljor ) — the Brahmans of the parent 
village are fed first and receive double fees.^ Though the mdjrrq 
or offshoot villages, are generally groups of the same descent, 
it should be added that sometimes relations of the wife’s family 
(and therefore of another clan) are admitted to a share, and may 

* S. li. § 185 ; the ^Amils, or Land Eovenne Officers, made use 

of the heads of kindreds and families, whom they called Oaudliart, for 

collecting the revenue, 

§ 181. Mr. Ibbetson mentions the case of a village which desired 
to change its tap2^d — i.e. not to belong to the group which was its natural 
sphere — because there were so many Brahmans in it whom the village 
had to feed ! Of course it was held that a village might ignore or forget 
its origin, but could not change it. 
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possibly form one of the separate mdjra ; but the fiction of a common 
descent is maintained, and the person taking a share of another s 
land is said to be hlmin hhdi (land-brother). The fact is, that 
the theory of family property is kept np because the whole is 
really (in spite of occasional gifts and admissions) one large 
family in its various groups of kindred ; and, being all settled 
together, circumstances combine to maintain the memory of the 
fact. The interior divisions of the villages are here called 
fcmnCi (the word meaning Mot’ — jpannd mdrnd~to cast lots). 
The subdivisions are tliiild ; and the features of these divisions 
and of the 'pancayat^ are just like those described in Eohtak.^ 
As usual, the first main divisions of the villages follow the an- 
cestral grades — when the descent was in its first stages. Thus 
the pcmnd will probably mark the ‘ lots ’ of the original sons of 
the leader of the newly founded extension, and the fhfild, the 
original grandsons ; after that, as the numbers increase within 
the groups all are provided for per capita, W e have here also the 
careful attention to soil varieties that marks the real hhaidchdrd 
tenure. ‘ The land,’ writes Mr. Ibbetson, ‘ was carefully divided 
according to quality, so that each should have his fair share ; ’ 
and ‘ the same rule was observed when a new cultivator was 
admitted to cultivate. The long dividing lines at right angles 
to the contours of the country which mark off the valuable rice 
land into minute plots, ^ and the inferior sandy soil into long 

^ Under the empire the heads of pannd and fliTdd acquired consider- 
able authority, because the ^Amil worked through them entirely ; the 
%vhole village was assessed at one sum, and these heads had to ap- 
portion the burden {8, B, § 233). It is worth while noticing that 
here the heads exempted themselves from duties of village watch and 
ward (thlJc-lcar) ; and each has a menial (camur) as a personal attendant, 
the cmifiT getting a free midday meal in return, but nothing else. The 
village camcirs, as a body, are made to give a day’s free labour in each 
headman’s field, but are fed in return. 

^ Special modes of division of valuable, but at the same time somewhat 
precarious, land on the banks of rivers and streams are sometimes 
observed ; the plan being usually to divide into long and very narrow 
strips running at right angles to the stream: and these are usually re- 
allotted every year. By this means everyone gets an equal share of the 
danger of diluvion and the advantage of the successive degrees of moisture 
further from the river. Two instances, with a diagram, will be found in 
X*. A B, T, ii. 142, 640. Captain Dunlop-Smith has recently called my 
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narrow strips including a portion of each degree of quality, and 
the scattered nature of each man’s holding, still show how care- 
folly this was done/ ^ 

(2) Illustmtiom from the North-West Provinces 

When we cross the river Jamna from the Panjab into the 
North-West Provinces we still find some of the districts supply- 
ing instances of ‘ clan-settlements/ In some cases, there are 
aggregates of estates mostly of one clan which are merely the 
remnants of long-destroyed chiefships or petty kingdoms ex- 
hibiting no clan union ; but what our official reports call ^ old 
cultivating fraternities’ are real clan-groups of the kind we 
are considering at present : they have the true bhaulchdnl form 
of allotting the land. Sometimes they are Jat settlements; 
sometimes they are Rajputs of clans which took to cultivating 
or at least to land-owning, and had no Raja and no pretensions 
to territorial rule. The North-West Provinces districts are 
much more thickly populated than the Panjab, and they have been 
subject to such vicissitudes of war and changes of rule that 
it would not be surprising if such ‘ fraternities ’ had become broken 
up and intermixed, beyond recognition, with other cultivat- 
ing village-communities. The usurpation or conquest of indi- 
vidual chiefs, the success of the revenue farmer and the auction 
purchaser, too, have altered the ' proprietary community ’ of so 
many villages that we rather wonder to find any examples of the 
clan ^ildqa and the ta2?pd. Yet we do find them in parts ; mostly, 
I believe, as examples of the expansion of a small group into a 
clan. The most typical instances occur in the Mathura (Muttra) 
district, bordering on the South-eastern Panjab and theRajputana 

attention to the same custom in the Sifdkot district north-east of Tahsil 
Kaya, where it is called hup, or ha-up—i.e, division by ropes (these 
being used in marking out the long strips), varying from 25 to 800 'kadmn 
{ feet) long and 1 to 10 I'adam broad [baupl (H.), or in the feminine 
diminutive form bautl, means a slice, a piece]. This custom obtains 
among the Jat villages where they have a desire for good management 
and equal rights ; while in other similar estates where it is not followed 
the owners are Bajputs, ‘ whose local customs have always been in favour 
of the more powerful members of the different tribes.’ (S. R., Sudlcot, 
1895, § IBR.) 

^ Kamal R. § 240, p, 96. 
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States. la the famous cities of Mathura and Bindraban we 
have the centres of the Krishna cult; and although Jat settlers 
occupied much land, we are not surprised to find that through- 
out the district Brahman grantees figure largely among the 
proprietary communities holding village estates.^ 

The district is naturally divided, by the river, into a Ois- 
Jamna and a Trans-Jamna portion. In the former, the villages 
are of a distinct type. Though often large, they are essentially 
unit estates, the result of grant, purchase, or other acquisition 
by a single owner whose descendants are now the co-sharing 
proprietary bodies, and they are held on ancestral shares. In 
the Trans-Jamna, on the other hand, we meet with ^ villages ’ of 
the kind under our pi-esent consideration. As a matter of fact, in 
these clan-areas, the ^ villages ’ are quite an afterthought, and are 
indeed the result of modern conditions or of accidental circum- 
stances. 

The tofpd Eaya and tappd Aira-Khera ^ offer as characteristic 
examples as could be desired. The Jat shareholders of the 
Paccohnl clan are all (really or by association) the descendants 
of one family who originated the estate on its existing area? ^ As 
the descendants increased and the cultivation round the old site 
grew, so new colonies of shareholders planted themselves in 
hamlets near their fields, separating off their cultivation, but still 
retaining their share in the ancestral hhercl.^ Aira-Khera is a 
tap 2 ^d covering nearly 18,000 acres, and it is now divided into 
22 villages. Eaya has 12,000 acres, now divided into 24 villages. 

^ "Whiteway’s S, B. 1879, p. 25 ff. This Beport is specially deserving 
of the notice of students of village-forms, as is also the Ardmgai'h 8, IL 
by Mr, J. E. Eeid. Mr. Wliiteway notices also that Brahnaans constantly 
accompanied the bodies of Jat settlers as their priests, and that they 
got a share, or perhaps a whole village, given them {S. B. p. 31). 

We shall often meet witli this term Mierd ; it means the parent vil- 
lage or original location when the clan was yet a family. 

® And the same is true of the settlements of Nohwar and Narwilr Jats 
(8. B, p. 38). The origin was with two brothers — A, settled in Noh ; B in 
Narwar. A gave his Noh village to Brahmans, and founded two more 
for Ms own family. B founded Barauth in Narwar; and now there is a 
group of offshoots all round, belonging to the descendants. There are 
various groups of Jats, some of only three or four villages ; but one, in 
Taluqa Sohk, contains as many as tw'enty-one villages. 
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Aira-Khera was started by one man with four sons about 
200 years ago. In the lifetime of the ancestor the area was 
divided into four large compact blocks locally called iarf^ one 
for each son ; a fifth area was added for the Kasha of Sonai, 
some kind of dependency, the exact history of which I do not 
know. The cultivation went on within each of the four tarf 
according to an understood division of the soil, so that each 
holding was made up of a number of strips and fields, some in 
each variety of soil. Gradually each tarf was subdivided into 
a number — four or five in all — of secondary groups, each having 
its own cluster of residences and called thol:^ These have be- 
come the villages ’ of the official records ; but the lands of the 
being taken, part in each different soil-area, are scattered 
over the whole tarf Then again the ‘ village ’ groups (or (holi) 
are internally subdivided into nagld. ^Within each tarf’ says 
the Eeport, ‘ the land of each of the four or five villages con- 
tained in it are intermingled in a singular fashion, and the nagld 
ill these villages in a similar manner. The essential principle 
being that each cah [standard measure of holding] should 
contain the same relative quantity of good, bad, and indifferent 
soil, the properties are of necessity constantly intermingled. In 
some tarfs almost every alternate field belongs to a different one of 
the four or five thol' contained in it.’ In other twfs long strips 
of land for the cultivating possession of the different tkoh were 
formed, and these areas were again subdivided, on the same 
principle, among the different nagld. ‘ And yet,’ concludes Mr. 
Whiteway, ^witli all this apparent intricacy I have hardly 
met with a disputed field, and not one case which was not easily 
and readily disposed of by the fancmjat^ which, like other 
hhaidchdrd institutions, exists hei^e in great perfection.’ ^ 

As the tarf were compact blocks arranged to suit tlie wants 
and prospects of each main branch at the time when the 
numbers were few, it was not likely that each would contain 
exactly the same proportion of each class of soil, or that each 

^ It will be observed that not only do names of divisions vary locally, 
but sometimes in different idaces the same words imply a different grade 
of division — c,g. ihoJif which often means a smaller division of 
here means the first division within the tarf, 

S.B. mxd9,4:0, 
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would be equal in area ; but it was possible to have a standard 
area of a certain value, so that each division might be valued to 
bear an equal proportion of revenue and other burdens or 
charges. And for this standard valuation they adopted a 
which contained about 300 of the hacca or locally used Ughd, or 
area measures of the different soils, ^ each such artificial lot as 
nearly equal in character and value as possible. The proportion 
of each to/ was as follows : — 


1. Inehraj 

% „ Biipal 

3. „ Bharera 

4. „ Sikam 

5. Kcwha Sonai 


Total 


B. 

47 

94 

59 

72 

39 


b. 

0 

13 

13 

15 

7 


b. 

19 

16 

18 

6 

19 


313 11 18 


The main divisions, as usual, followed the natural ancestral 
grades as far as the four sons (tarf) and the thole, presumably 
shares of sons’ sons, Le, grandsons of the ancestor, and the nagld 
(great-grandsons) ; because at the time, the members being thus 
limited, it was quite natural to follow the divisions of the first 
or original close-kindred. But afterwards, as numbers increased, 
the holdings were allotted per capita according to the actual 
requirements of each household as it grew up ; ^ but each could 


^ The normal htglid is said to be pakka - ripe or perfect ; the local 
measure (usually smaller) is said to be kaced = crude or imperfect. The 'blghd 
is divided into twenty hlswa, and that into twenty biswdnsl (B. b. b. above). 

^ If we express the matter in fractions, it would come to this — that 
Inchraj represents about one and a half tenths, Euprd three tenths, 
Bhareru. two tenths, Sikam two and a half tenths, and Sonai one tenth. 
I do not know what» the actual kaced or local htglid is ; but suppose the 
entire area (arbitrarily) to be 45,000 kacc/i hlghd, and the (imaginary) assess- 
ment to be Rs. 15,000 ; each Oak of 300 kaced htglid would represent 
Bs. 100 of revenue charge, and of this Sonai would be responsible for 
about Bs. 10, Bupal about Bs. 30, and so on ; or, in total, Sonai would pay 
Bs. 1,500, Bupal Bs. 4,500, and so on. 

® One of the reasons which in a clan-group of this sort tended to keep 
attention so much to: the whole clan and so little to the actual family 
right, was the practice {S, B, pp. 32, 38) not only of kardo, or widow 
marriage, but also of allowing the children of any woman taken into the 
house (dharaied) to have an inheritance. This was extended in some 
cases to the children of a widow by a former husband {Imnrdrd). 
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bear its proportionate share of the burdens. ^On the same 
principle/ says Mr. Whiteway, a similar partition subsequently 
took place between — i.e, within - each tarf or quarter. The 
fanmyat of each tarf adopted a cah of whatever number of 
actual Iwod Inglids was best adapted to their circumstances, 
always taking care that the relative value of each cah was the 
same, and subdivided the whole tarf into the four or five 
villages (or thoh) in each, which again subdivided themselves 
as |)opulation increased into narjld or patti^ on exactly the same 
principle.’ ^ 

We cannot expect to find such clan-settlements equally well 
represented in all the various districts ; the Eohilkhand country, 
for example, suffered too much from the Rohilla rule to have 
preserved suoli traces ; but we find them here and there. 

Some of the best examples occur towards the eastern end 
of the province. Thus, in AllahIbad, although most of the 
villages originated with single owners, there are one or two 
large clan-areas, e/j. in panjana Atharban, the Bisen, of whom 
we shall hear again, had a large community; and there are 
some Muhammadan clans in Karari and Ohail.^ 

In the Bundelkhand districts there are several good instances 
of clan-settlements. In the HamIrpur district there is a great 
tract called Kheraila-Mias, covering 28| square miles, nearly 
all culturable and divided up into major group-areas and 
family lots. Here we have the thoh also, which usually became 
the administrative village, and it is subdivided into patti? 
Here also was the custom of the valuation by cai, or standard 
lots. Similar ^ villages ’ are the Patara area of 9,894 acres 
divided into twelve heh% here the major-division or ‘ village ’ ; 
and so in pargana Jalalpnr-Kheraiia is a group of eleven * villages ’ 
with an average area of 8,294 acres, and one of thirty-four 
with an average of 5,111 acres. These were originally behrt of 
still larger clan-areas. In the Banda district, where the 
hh&jhardr, or custom of periodically adjusting the burdens to 
the actual relative value of the holdings, was once prevalent/ 

^ See Appendix to this section. 

® S, B, Porter, 1878, § 22 ft’. 

^ North-West Provinces Gazetteer, i..l79. 

^ The hhejharar custom — which is not directly a question of tenure, 
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I find mention of a great clan area, at Khaptilaa-Kalan (Pailarii 
]mrgana), of fifteen square miles held by some 3,700 co-sharers 
who still occupy one large central residence. And there are 
other instances of areas in which the more usual plan is observed 
of a parent-village with offshoot hamlets, which ultimately 
become separate villages, although their lands might be at first 
much scattered about. ^ 

In the extreme East, the Ballia district shows examples 
where ^ each clan has its well-defined location . , . which the 
forefathers conquered from the aborigines or reclaimed from the 
waste/ The Sengluvr (Eajput) clan owned nearly the whole of 
the Lakhneswar ^pargana^ and held it as a ^ single estate ’ down 
to the time of the Permanent Settlement.^ There are now 134 
villages, but some groups hold lands scattei'ed through every 
one of this number. 

Of the GniziPUii district I have already said something when 
describing the population. Mr. Oldham remarks that in 
Akbar’s time the nineteen ^nahal, or parganas, were all clan- 
estates of Brahmans, Rajputs, &c.^ They were not all compact 
estates, for the country was jungle, and it appears that the clan- 
groups selected the most easily cleared portions first, and 
gradually, as their numbers expanded, the whole pargana would 
be filled up, and one ‘ estate ’ become .conterminous with the 
next. But very often it would happen that before one clan had 
covered a large and continuous area, another clan would occupy 
a portion of the same area; in that case the different areas 
formed separate tappcl, and a pargand might contain several 
. such. The foundei’S of these clan-settlements frequently came 
as adventurers in small numbers. Thus Mr. Oldham gives a 
tradition, for which there is some confirmatory evidence, that 
certain three CCmdel brothers came as servants to a Bhar Raja, 

though connected chiefly wiih the ‘democratic’ equal-holding or 
hhoMchdra method — is described in L, S. B. L ii. 143. 

^ See S. R, Bdndd^ 1881, p. 30. Mr, Cadell has explained how the 
tenures of this district were upset by early maladministration, 

® See Wilton Oldham, Memoir of Ghdzijpur District, p. 52. 

» See the list in Ayin-x-Akbari (Jarrett), ii, 90, 162. Lakhnesar 
,at that time had but 2,883 btglids cultivated. 
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and that they conspired and slew him and founded an estate of 
their own. ^ In some of these cases there may have been the 
assumption of some kind of rulership, but not always j for Mr. 
Oldham expressly mentions that in many instances the ^ land- 
holding fraternities ’ had no Raja or territorial chief; and he 
• speaks of talaqcis containing ‘ scores of villages, and some of 
them paying 25,000 rupees of annual revenue, held by hundreds, 
and in some cases thousands, of co-sharers.'"^ 

In the Jaunpur district, clans have grown up often from 
small beginnings.^ The Rajputs shew Ildghuhansi (15,000), 
JDrighansi and Beds (of each 13,000) and Odndel (7,000). The 
Ildghuhansi was something like a territorial chiefship, as the 
report speaks of their holding a hedlisl or territory of forty-two 
villages ; but they began with a village at Tilochan-Mahacleo, 

‘ and spread over the pctrgaria from that place.’ But as the clan 
recognised no primogeniture, the division of the territory went 
on as fast as the clan grew. The Bais colony came from Oudii 
and had been established for 700 years. 

(3) Ilhtsimiions from Oudh 

Among the twelve districts which form this province are to 
be found various instances of clan-areas with their groups of 
villages ; and it is of no consequence, as far as this phenomenon 
is concerned, whether the villages have or have not since fallen 
under the power of a Taluqdar landlord. As might be expected, 
the clans are mostly Rajput, and some few are Muhammadans 
who came with the Mughal or earlier invasions. 

Evidently, the earliest clan-settlements of all must have 
been of Bhar, Ahir, or other non- Aryans ; but of such a state of 
things we have now no definite trace. Even the earlier Aryan 
kingdoms have all passed away ; and such Rajput settlements as 
now appear are only in a few cases so old as even probably to 

^ Memoir, p. 48. The case is very curious, as 600 years after the 
alleged murder, a descendant of the Bhar Raja came forward to claim 
back part of the land which he understood was likely to be confiscated 
after the mutiny, owing to the proprietors (GCindels) having harboured 
rebels. 

' ^ Memoir, p. 41. * 

® North-West Provinces Cfa^etteer, iv. 35, 
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go "back to any very early location. We are here concerned with 
those villages which the writer of the Gazetteer ^ democratic, 
where the superior clansmen, though they may have established 
themselves as lords of the soil, had no monarchical organisation, 
and did not establish anything resembling a kingdom. But it 
will be understood that in Oudh we have examples both of clans 
connected with monarchical States, and of ‘ democratic clans ’ : 
and when the rulership of the former has long been broken up, 
and the descendants have settled as peasant proprietors in 
villages (either independent, or under Talnqdar landlords), it is 
not always possible to discriminate exactly as regards the origin. 
It appears, however, that the distribution of the non-monarchical 
clans with which we are directly concerned is, to some extent, 
traceable geographically. Thus I find the districts of Hardoi, 
Sitapur, and Unao, grouped together ^ as districts where some of 
the earliest settlements are found, and without any Rajas of their 
own. In Eastern Oudh, on the other hand, where war had to be 
waged against the Bhar chiefs, as well as afterwards with the 
Moslem forces of the neighbouring kingdom of Jaunpur, the 
Rajput clans seem more readily to have adopted the monarchical 
system, as better capable of organising attack and defefice.^ 

The first extensive clan-colony that claims attention was 
that of the Emkwdr Rajputs,^ which once extended for sixty 
miles along both banks of the Ghagra river, in the districts of 
Barabanki, Sitapur, Bahraich, and Kheri.^ Some traces of this 
still i’emain. In the Sultanpur district is a considerable 
parc/ana called Aldemau/'^ ^ As far back as can be traced ’ it was 
divided into ten tapfd. Eight different clansmen are tradition- 
ally said to have acquired a footing, under the Bhar chiefs, in 
these territories ; in one place, a long-established group of Kurmi 
cultivators was found by the adventurers. The Gazetteer traces 

^ And I may add the Partabgarh and Lucknow districts. See Oudh 
Gazetteer, iii. 582. 

- Ibid, ii, 222. 

® These are said to derive their name from a place in the Kashmir 
Valley fiom which they are traditionally said to have emigrated. 

* Gazetteer, i, 257. 

^ Ihid.L 24. It was formerly included in Faizahud. The name of 
the place is derived from a Bhar chief called Aide, 
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tlie liistory of tlie clans which grew tip and filled these tappets. 
One, Sakarwar, I will mention, because of a feature frequently 
observed. One of the grandsons of the ‘ founder ’ became a 
convert to Islam, and two sections resulted, one for the Hindu 
sons born to him before conversion, the other for those of the 
Moslem wife. These were distinguished as tarf ; one contains 
sixteen, the other nine villages. Another group seems to have 
been later occupied by some of the Bdjhimdr clan, claiming 
descent from Raja Prithwi (a.d. 1193) of Delhi. One of the 
descendants (Barlyar Singh) had four sons, and these formed 
the heads of as many minor clans who established themselves in ’ 
various places. One came to this pcmjaiia and ousted or absorbed 
a number of smaller family locations, ^ partly by purchase, partly 
by force.’ * 

In the Gonda district (already alluded to as affording an 
instance of a Raja unconnected with any clan monarchy) there 
is a good example of the clan settlement, the Gordha^Bism, 

* which alone exemplified the pure democratic form, each mem- 
ber of the family (gens) being equal in position, and receiving 
an equal portion in the inheritance of the clan.’ ^ This is one 
of the older clans ^ who have no recollection of a departure from 
some distant home in the West,’ and ‘ they are unable to con- 
nect their countless houses by any intelligible pedigree.’ They 
established a number of villages belonging to the different 
closer kindreds, and they obtained the full right over the area by 
grant of the local Raja.® 

In the neighbourhood, viz. in Kheri and Rai-Bareli, we have 
instances of the spread of descendants of a local Raja, and there- 
fore these districts do not afford illustrations under the present 
head. But in the HabdoI district we have another case in 
point. To this clay, the district is remarkable for its small 
independent proprietors and the absence of Rajas or chiefs.'^ ‘ It 
almost seems,’ says the writer of the Gazetteer account, ‘ as if, 

^ Oudlh Gazetteer, i. SO. 

^ Ihid, i. 510, and see Gondd S. B. § 33, p. 15 and § 88, p. 51. 

® See p. 300, 

Gazetteer, ii, 40 ff. The remarks made on the causes of the absence 
of Rajas and of the aristocratic spirit in this district are interesting. 

If 
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owing to the climate, a bolder, and more independent spirit 
animated the inhabitants of Unao, Hardoi, Lucknow, and 
Southern Kheri, than in Eastern and Northern Oudh.’ There 
were a number of separate clans settled, and owing to this and 
other causes powerful Rajas did not obtain dominions. ‘But/ 
proceeds the writer, ‘though these things account for large 
pi'incipalities never having flourished in Hardoi (South“ western 
Oudh), they do not account for large clans like the Nilmmhh^ 
Gcmumjaiir^ Sakarwdr, and Pimivdr^ never having elected a Raja. 
They show that even when a clan had mastered a compact estate 
the Raja was regarded as an ornamental appendage, which might 
or might not be added.’ It appears, indeed, that none of these 
clans have any tradition of their having come in force under any 
leader ; and the writer adds : ‘ What took place was as follows : a 
single individual, or three brothers at most, settle in the country 
and prosper ; they commence in all cases by dividing the prO“ 
perty equally among all the sons, shewing that the idea of a 
Edj, one and indivisible, had not entered their minds ; they 
succeed by some process of natural selection or freak of fortune, 
other families give place to them, they multiply, and continue 
subdividing their property. If it happens that any call is made 
on the military prowess of the family (now become a clan), if 
they have constantly to fight for their pi'operty, it is not unlikely 
that their natural leader, the head of the elder branch, may be 
either nominated a Bcljd by his clan, or be granted the title by 
superior authority.’ The whole passage is interesting, but is too 
long to quote. It illustrates well how the monarchical organisa- 
tion grows out of circumstances. But it will not be supposed 
that among the clans which have not adopted it there is no 
sense of the old patriarchal authority. ^ There are clans in 
Hardoi who have their untitled chiefs, to whom in all times of 
turmoil their obedience is absolute/ 

On the whole, both in Oudh, and the North-West Provinces, 
the instances of clan ‘ ildqa (or taluqa) and tajppd^ which have been 
formed by the expansion of families from small beginnings, are the 
most frequent ; although we have a certain number of cases in 
which a clan has settled, when already formed* In the former 
case, it will be recollected that if the families have pretensions 
to nobility, it is quite likely that they will adopt a system of 
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ancestral shares, as do the individual village estates wlieii 
origiiiatiug in one more or less ^ aristocratic ’ founder. In the 
typical clan-settlements (whether of existing clans, or by subse- 
quent expansion), the equal sharing Qihwlacltdrd) method is the 
more characteristic. 


APPENDIX 

In connection with the hhaidchdra metliod of dividing land, I can- 
not forbear alluding to a curious custom which is noted in tlit^ 
Basil S, E. (1891), §§ 93, 94 ; and Mr. Hooper informs me that it is 
found also in the Pilibhlt district and perhaps elsewhere (near the tardi 
country at the foot of the hills). It illustrates liow this sort of 
division is applied in practice, and also how a vohcntarif association 
may have the appearance of a clan-group. 1 allude to the halhandl 
custom, where the whole village is let out by the small non-agri- 
cultural proprietary body to tenants who form among themselves a 
united subordinate village body, and I supjjose have a panmyat to 
make the allotments. But the tenants are numerous, and even more 
ignorant and jealous of one another than the proprietors. They ail 
cultivate separately and take separate receipts, and are often of 
dilTerent status, some being occupancy tenants, others tenants-at- 
will. In the old report of thirty years ago, Mr. Hooper tells me, 
■ these were considered as 2nc7'tnerships cultivating in common ; but 
if the scheme described was then also in force, I do not see 
where the feature of ‘ common holding ’ can come in, unless it is 
meant only to imply that the body have adopted this method of 
securing equal i^eturns. Except that any man may have an 
extra plot (ukhrd) or cultivate some of the proprietor’s home 
farm as ukhrd — i,e. outside the tenant partnership — the entire 
lands are treated as forming so many ‘plouglis ’ (of from six to eight 
acres each). Thus, if the total rental is Rs. 800 and the rdoughs 
are counted as 32, each plough will be answerable for Rs. 25. A 
man holds one plough or more or less, according to the cattle he 
possesses. But then the areas actually held must be made as equal 
in value as possible. For this purpose four ploughs will be grouped 
into a thok ; and with 32 ploughs there will be flight thok ; which 
practically means that there will be eight series of fields arranged 
all as alike as ^^ossible. Every separate quality of tlie village soil, 
the wheat land in the south, the more sandy lands in the north, 
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the lands which are near a well or tank, the patch of potato or 
tobacco land near the village site, the flooded winter-crop land, the 
high and dry land beyond, and the best part between the two, &c., 
ail are dealt with. ‘I have seen,' adds Mr. Hooper, ‘a little pond 
divided into pdtid because it sometimes dried up and grew winter 
crops (jarhan)' Each will be made into eight lots, and every thok 
will have its pdtid, or share, made up of one of each ; and these have 
again to be divided between the four ploughs of the thok ; and as 
the four maybe held, say, A 1 plough, B C 1|, I) 1, E it is no 
^vender that the individual fields are sometimes as small as one-fifth 
of an acre. 



CHAPTER VII 

JOINT^VILLAGES ABISING FBOM FOUNDATION BT 
INDIVIDUALS 

The last chapter will, I hope, have made it plain that the clan 
or tribal stage of society has produced a very large proportion 
of the village-groups in India. But the tribal stage of society 
passes away, and yet the joint family and its customs of inheri- 
tance remain. Individual enterprises, the rise to local power 
of individual families, the establishment of lloyal Courts, witli 
the grants, assignments, and ultimately the revenue-farms, which 
they give rise to — these are the causes of the establishment of 
individual lordships over village, as well as larger, estates ; and 
are equally the causes of the foundation of new villages in unin- 
habited country. We are not surprised, therefore, to find that 
so many joint-villages in the North-West Provinces and Oudh, 
and to some extent in the Panjab also, are established, not on 
any tribal basis, but as the joint-estates of bodies descended 
from the one founder. Nor is the essential character lost by 
the fact that, in some cases, later additions have been made to the 
groups ; or that, in other cases, two, three, or more separate 
families settled together, and are still remembered in the sccfSom 
of the village wdiich bear their name. 

Under the head of ' inclividiiaP foundation I have also included 
some cases where the bond of union is not descent from one 
ancestor, but where the body originated in a voluntary associa- 
tion of independent colonists, or in the cohesion of groups for 
mutual defence; and the several groups have established major 
and minor divisions in the village to account for their several inter- 
ests, accepting a joint liability for burdens imposed on the whole. 
It is not, of course, pjossible to draw a hard and fast line 
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between the ‘ tribal ’ foundations and the ‘ individual/ merely 
on the ground of some special mode of sharing or form of constitu- 
tion. It is quite possible that village bodies really of individual 
foundation may have adopted the hhiddcMni method of equalised 
holdings usually observed in clan-settlements ; and the latter 
may sometimes adopt the' method of ancestral shai’es, which 
more commonly indicates descent from a single founder. A 
number of villages may appear locally in a large circuit, all of 
the same caste or clan, and yet there may be nothing ^ tribal ’ 
about their settlement ; the constitution of the villages is 
clearly based on individual founders’ pedigrees and family joint 
ownership, not on tribal union. Still, in spite of difficulties of 
classification, I think the examples cited in the last chapter 
will have justified their separation. 

In the class of cases now to be examined it will be observed 
that in a special sense the village is an essential and a distinct 
area ; it is the limited group of lands in which the grant, or the 
conquest, or the usurpation, of the individual founder took 
effect. Or at least the ‘ village ’ is the result of a partition of a 
larger domain among the descendants of one founder or over-lord. 
Such villages, in the large majority of cases, are, or once were, 
held on the ^egaU or ancestral shares following from the place 
of each descendant in the ‘ genealogical tree.’ The individual 
founder in general is remembered as having pretensions to some 
title or some position of superiority, and his descendants are 
proud of their 'inheritance’ from him, and more or less jealous 
of each other : they desire to maintain their rank, even though 
they are but peasants. I do not mean to assert that all villages 
of the Eajput and other dominant races arising out of individual 
foundations are always held on this principle ; but the majority 
are so ; and the imMidarl rule will be found characteristic of land- 
holders of superior pretensions — Muhammadan grantee-families, 
Aryan Rajputs, and any other families of supeiior origin, what- 
ever their real history. But there are cases where villages 
resulting from a purely individual foundation have adopted the 
plan of equalised holdings or some other special form of holding 
by ' ploughs ' or other measures of land-allotment. 

Ohe other preliminary point deserves to he set down here: 
Villages of individual foundation are of all dates 3 some may be 
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so recent tliat tlie single owner is alive ; or the foundation dates 
hack one or two generations, so that grandsons or great-grandsons 
of the acquiring owner may still be alive; in others a larger 
body of descendants and co-heirs may be holding the village 
still undivided, but sharing profits and hurdeixs in the cmcestral 
fractions proper to the several members of the agnatic gronp' — * 
warisan-yah-jadl^ as the phrase is. The older villages, again, 
will long have been divided, at least as far as the main sub- 
divisions which Tepresent the grades of their first descent in the 
family groupd Hence it is conceivable that we may find instances 
of villages held by the smgle oivner, by the undivided body, or by 
the 'body partitioned. This gives rise to the threefold division 
used in the official classification, which I will afterwards explain. 
It makes not the least difference, from the tenure point of vien\ 
which condition exists, or what degree of division or indivision 
subsists, as long as the principle of sharing is the earns. Wliile?) 
there is one owner he has of course the whole — he is sole 
‘ sharer ’ ; where there are many, it is per se immaterial whether 
the actual fields are divided for the 8 dna^ 2 ana, or li ana 
shares, or whatever they are, or whether the profits and burdens 
only are shared on the same rule, the lands being left undivided. 
Nor does it make any difference as to the tenure whether the 
partition has extended to the whole of the land or has left some 
part still undivided, as long as no new principle is introduded. 

If we now proceed to set down, for convenience of further 
examination, the heads under which we can group some of the 
Iznown origins of villages depending on individual foundation, 
it will at once appear what a large number are connected with 
the existence, and also the decadence, of the Aryan monarchy, 
and with subsequent kingdoms and chiefships established on the 
same model- Bnt this is not the only liead. Let us at once 
adopt the following list : 

(1) Villages arising in consequence of grants by the State ; 
the descendants of the grantee forming the joint coimiiunity. 
These are {a) sometimes ancient, and represent religious, family, 
or official grants and assignments by way of maintenance, pen- 
sion, or reward under old Hindu States, or later of the Mughal 


^ See p. 2B8, ante. 
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Empire, and (h) of more recent times arising out of the Eevenne 
farming of single villages. 

(2) Villages which on the disruption of an old State, aided 
by family partitioning in some cases, remained in the hands of 
members and descendants of the once ruling houses; these, 
owing to their defeat or dispersion, descended to the grade of 
peasant-proprietors, and as such have clung to individual villages 
or portions of territory; they may from the first have had a 
closer connection with the land by residence and direct manage- 
ment, and have gradually become the actual soil-owners ; they 
are now recognised in the persons of their co-sharing descendants, 
as village proprietary bodies, 

(8) A number of villages scattered all over the country owe 
their foundation to single adventurers, scions of families who 
found no room at home and wandered away to seek new homes 
elsewhere ; these not being connected with the establishment of 
any territorial Eajaship or other formal rule. 

(4) Villages formed by voluntarily associated groups of 
colonists and others, mostly of no very ancient date. 

It remains only to illustrate, by actual cases in the various 
districts, these several heads of origin. 


Section I.*— Villages connected with, the Establishment 
OF Local Kingdoms or Chiefships 

(a) Arising out of State Grants , — We have already examined 
the origin of the Hindu State, ^ both when it is formed on the 
basis of clan-organisation — i,e, with a Eaja for the central 
territory and a hhaidd or series of kindred chiefs holding 
outlying territories and observing what we may call ' feudal ’ 
relations to the Eaja — and also when it is an individual rulership 
acquired by conquest or voluntary submission, and unconnected 
with any clan-organisation. The villages now to be spoken of 
may be said to be the more or less direct product of the Hindu 
Eaj (or any other State established on the same model) in the 
days of its prosperity, or in the course of its normal existence 
and administrative action. 

^ Ante, 192 E, 
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Two points which have already been dwelt upon have to be 
borne in mind : (1) that the old Hindu Eajas made no claim to 
be actual owners of the soil of their dominions. (2) It is 
e(|ually certain that in cases of local conquest, and in after 
times — especially when the great Deputies of the Mughal Empire 
set themselves up as independent sovereigns — the Eajas, Nawabs 
and other rulers ultimately claimed to be actual owners of every 
acre in their dominions. 

It follows that all grants under the earlier regime^ where 
they purported to convey villages already existing, were intended 
to transfer only the royal rights; it was not supposed that exist- 
ing landholders would be ejected or otherwise made to sufier. At 
the same time, there was certainly no thought of legal piinciples 
or of defining the grantee’s position ; such a precaution w'ould 
have been wholly impossible to the ideas of the time. The 
change of the grantee’s descendants into proprietary communi- 
ties was a matter of growth and gradual usurpation. Where, how- 
ever, the grant was to colonise uninhabited land, the proprietory 
title was ymtually conceded, as there was no antecedent private 
right to interfere. Succeeding generations would have the 
double customary title resulting from their inheritance of a 
gmnt^ and of their representing the first establisher of cultiva- 
tion. 

Under the later regime all grants of Icmd^ as such, were 
proprietory grants. If such was not intended there would be 
express assignment of the land-revenue income only.^ But 
even then, as such grants were often allowed to become 
hereditary, and as religious grants were never revocable, the 

^ In the palmy days of the Empire, a strict classification of grants was 
adopted : (1) where both the land and the revenue were conveyed \milk, 
&c.), and (2) where the revenue only was assigned {suyur^al, 
idglr^ (fee.) The earlier Hindu States had no such systematic terms, but a 
similar distinction was practically known. In cases of conquest, land- 
grants were made without the least thought of the existing possessors. 
E.g., when the Eajas of Kiimaon made grants, it was understood (probably 
thought a most humane concession !) that the grantee was not to take 
actual personal possession of more than one-third of the land. On that, 
he was at liberty apparently to eject the old cultivators or come to terms 
with them as he pleased. On the rest they must be left in possession, but 
became * tenants.’ 
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opportunities for the grantee, and especially of his later de- 
scendants, to become the virtual landowners were numerous 
and effective. 

The causes or occasions of such grants are various ; religion 
is perhaps the commonest. Every Hindu king distinguished 
himself by his liberality to Brahmans and by his gifts for the 
support of temples and shrines. Moslem kings rewarded 
Sayyads, Qazis, Shekhs and holy persons, and endowed mosques 
and tombs. The number of these grants is so great, and their 
existence so notorious, that no special notice of them is needed. 
They mark every phase of government, of whatever period, 
whether Hindu or Muhammadan. 

The secular grants, however, require more specific notice. 
When we look back to the early Hindu kingdoms such as the 
Laws of ManiL picture to us, or such as are well known by 
tradition — e,cj. in Northern Oudh — we must remember that the 
villages, largely if not wholly occupied by ‘ aborigines ’ or at 
least mixed races including the humbler classes of Aryan 
connection, were in the raiyativcmf ovn\ each under its ^ Patel,' or 
headman,^ who had his dignity enhanced by the State allowance 
of some his plough-lands as free from land-revenue charges. 
The Raja’s grain share is peaceably collected,^ as well as the 
dues of the artisans and other village servants. And there is 
no tendency for the village tenure to be altered. But the 
Raja will certainly have cadets of his family who have a claim 
to maintenance, and courtiers and other persons whom he will 
desire to reward or to provide for. Some of them will be given 
grants in the virgin waste ; but very often the grant is made of 
the king’s rights in an existing village ; and this would include 
the right to bring part of the ample waste in the vicinity 

^ Patel is the Central India (Mariltha) title, but it is of old Hindi 
origin ; copperplate grants, of the early centuries of our era at any rate, 
speak of the Pdialilm, 

2 It may be remembered that not only do all early traditions and 
literary allusions represent the well-established early kingdoms as favour- 
able to the agriculturist interest, but it must have been so, because the 
existence of the States were so dependent on agriculture and on the 
revei:iue. And all Raj as who were not mere marauders and desirous to 
make hay while the sun slione ’ woiild soon find it to their interest to 
protect their cultivating villages. 
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into cultivation for the grantee’s benefit. Here is the begin- 
ning of the process by which a grantee becomes ‘landlord’ 
of the whole village and gradually turns the old ‘ soil-clearers ’ 
into his tenants. And when the days of wars and invasions 
begin, the chances of usurpers are multiplied ; as the Eaja’s 
needs increase, his grants also increase and he even makes 
them for a consideration ; government becomes more and more 
lax, and the growth of local grantee landlordship progresses 
apace. ^ But even apart from the effects of actual bad govern- 
ment and an empty treasury (when it is so much easier to give 
a land grant than to make payment in money), the circumstances 
of an Oriental monarchy must have always tended to the multi- 
plication of grants. To say nothing of relations and cadets of 
the family, all of whom expected support, there must at all 
times have been a great number of officials and attendants^ 
every one of whom considered it his right to live by the Court 
in one way or another.'^ In the Gonda district of Oudh, Mr. 
Benett has clearly traced the history of the early local Eajas 
and their grants ; this account is important, as ail traditional 
and other evidence from literary sources proves that in its main 
features it represents what occurred in every Eaja’s kingdom in 
the country. First it shows clearly that the original villages in 
the early states were miyatwarl. They were simply aggregates 
‘ of the people settled within the village boundaries and drawing 
their subsistence from agriculture.’ ^ ‘ I believe,’ continues 

^ It is interesting to compare the accounts of the growth of over-lord 
and manorial claims over once free villages in England, as stated in 
Pollock's Land Laws (The ‘ Citizen Series ’), p. 32 ff. 

^ I have recently seen the account of a copperplate grant, believed to 
belong to the ninth century of dur era, communicated to the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal by Mr. V. C. Batavyal {Journal for 1894, part i. vol. Ixiii. No. 1). 
Here even at that early date we find what a vast number of officials there 
were ; the Baja’s country was divided into mandala^ and again into nimya ; 
and the grant addresses ‘ all in authority assembled in the four villages ' 
to which the grant relates, as Bdjus, followers and relatives of Eajas, 
ministers (Bajd-mdtya), commsLXidevs of troops, revenue officials, revenue 
collectors, purveyors, magistrates, police or executioners, officers of public 
works, of customs {i.e. transit duties), writers, and several others. It is 
not meant, of course, that all these would be found in the villages granted, 
but we see what a niimber of officials there were. 

3 Gonda S, B. pp. 44, 45. ' ” 
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Mr. Benett, ^ that the similarity of sound between the words 
community and communism, the first meaning nothing more 
than a number of x3eople living under similar conditions and 
capable of a joint representation, while the second describes a 
peculiar form of property, has led in the case of the Hindu 
villages to serious misconception. With regard to the cultiva- 
tion of his fields and the disposition of the produce (after the 
customary shares were taken), each tenant holder was entirely 
independent of the rest.’ But within these villages two forms 
of grant occasionally appeared— the right of the hirtiycl, or 
receiver of a and that of the ‘ village zamlndarj The 
former was originally a person who held a grant that merely 
assigned part of the royal grain-share for the subsistence or 
profit of the grantee. The hirtiyd may have had opportunities 
for aggression, but his grant gave him nothing hut the revenue 
share. But in the other case the Baja granted his entire rights 
(which, as I have said, came afterwards to be collectively de- 
scribed as Hhe zamlncklrl') ; the grantee could then appropriate 
the greater part of the waste for his own profit. He took all 
the tolls and dues, and the cultivators became responsible 
to him for the grain-share that formerly went to the State 
granary. Sometimes such rights were merely usurped, when 
the Raja was weak; and in other cases the Raja sold them 
sub rosa; but that was in bad times, and when he was out 
of possession or in an unstable position. These grants of 
the entire management are very old. Mr. Benett says that 
they may be found in the oldest cultivated tracts along the 
Ghagra river, and they are held by Ghatrl families, 3ise-n, JBais, 
&c., who were probably anterior to the Kalhahs Raja. In what 
is now the Mahadeva pare/ ana, a Kallians Raja had granted 
hirt rights, but one of the grantees, having done important 
service, asked for and obtained the full zammddn grant for his 
own and his family villages. In each, accordingly, there greiu up 
a proprietary community of the descendants ; the village had become 
a joint or landlord village. In after times all villages alike may 
have fallen under the power of Taluqdar chiefs, who are now 

^ Birt is the Hindi or Prakrit form of the Sanskrit vrttl ( ^ subsistence, 
maintenance). Pious gifts to Brahmans were often called sanhalp. 
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recognised as superior landlords.^ But that does not make any 
difference as regards the original position. Exactly the same 
thing might happen in the case of a grant of full right in a 
waste tract ; the grantee would found a village with the aid of 
his own tenants and followers, and in a few generations we 
should have a joint body of co-sharers, forming a paMuidrl village. 

It would not be interesting to collect a great number of 
cases of origin by grant, which must necessarily be very much 
alike. I will only recall a few instances which are specially note- 
worthy. In the Eta district, North-West Provinces,^ mention 
is made of a number of villages owned by the descendants of five 
brothers, Kachicdha Rclj-puts. They had gained the favour of the 
Emperor Akbar, and one morning as they were lading with the 
Imperial party, each brother received a grant of a village. So 
again in the Ballia district there are numerous estates derived 
from grants made to the revenue officers {Qdnungo) of the empire, 
and to QdzlSj or Moslem judges, in towns.^ So also there is an 
account of the estates derived from a grant to the two brothers 
Birshah and Surshah. To similar grants may be ascribed the 
wholesale growth of the Sayyad villages {milk) of Muradabad,^ 
whei^e indeed, in some cases, the grantees left the older possessors 
with some sort of status as owner, but also in others assumed 
the entire proprietory right themselves. I give these few in- 
stances merely to make my meaning definite ; but in fact the 
ro37al grant has been incidentally illustrated or mentioned 
several times already ; as it may equally be the origin of large 
clan-settlements as of individual families. And the essential 
point is that, whatever the precise nature of the grant, it leads 
to full proprietorship, and to the descendants forming a joint 
or co-sharing community of proprietors. 

Qi) Revenue Faroners and Purchasers . — More indirectly con- 
nected with State administration come the latter instances of 
village proprietary bodies grown up by descent from a perscn 

^ Yillage holders where the zmmnditri grant was held complete over 
the whole village would, at Settlement, become ‘ sub -proprietors ’ with a 
fixed payment, according to the provisions of a special law in Oudh. 

^ North-^West Provinces Gazetteer, iv. 42. 

® Pallid S. B. § B4. (Beport on the Preparation of a Becord of 
Eights.) ' ^ Murdddbdd 8. B, pp, 25, 26. 
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allowed to farm tlie revenues, or to stand security for tie amount 
due by the existing village body.^ The formation of village com- 
munities out of the descendants of such persons, or bj'the heirs of 
purchasers at sales for default in the village revenue payment, in 
the latter case indicating an origin not yet a hundred years old, 
would hardly need to be mentioned in the general history of 
Indian villages, except for the fact that such villages may exhibit 
all the features of a really ancient body ; and in any case 

they form a very considerable addition, which goes to swell the 
total number of those 'joint- villages^ which are held to be so wide- 
spread and important a class as to warrant a belief that they were 
the 'universchl form of village once prevalent, and a form to be 
theoretically referred to archaic institutions and primeval ideas 
of communal-property. It is well to remind ourselves how 
easily the principle of jomt-mhe7‘iiance will produce a 'joint- 
village,’ which may be held ‘ in common.’ Every village which, 
as a whole, falls into the hands of a grantee, a farmer or a 
purchaser, will in time become a co-shared village estate. 

The undoubtedly 7Xoiyatwdrl villages of tlie Central Provinces 
for which the proprietary title was in 1860 conceded to pelt eh ^ 
mdlgumrSy and the like, will have the same ending ; the sons 
and grandsons of the ‘ proprietor ’ will (or may) hold ^ in com- 
mon’ after the death of the first grantee, and as sharers multiply 
there will probably be a minute subdivision. If there is not, it 
will only be because the villages were granted to the ^ proprie- 
tors ’ under such limitations as to the right of the existing land- 
holders, that it may be impossible for the descendants of the 
mdlguzdr grantee of this nineteenth century to get possession, 
personally, of much land, and thei-efore they will have to divide 
the rents instead. 

It is certainly the case that a respectable percentage of the 
entire group of the communal ’ villages of the N.-W. Provinces 
are villages held by the descendants of revenue-farmers under 
British rule. No grant of proprietory right was of course ever 
made to such persons ; but having tendered for the Settlement 
year after year, having bought up lands, having ousted default- 
ing holders and taken their shares, having cultivated the waste, 

^ By this time a cash payment had been substituted for the old con- 
tribution in kind. 
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and done many other things to establish a virtaallj proprietary 
character, they have ended by having a sort of prescriptive title 
to the whole estate. Village bodies so originating are not found 
(or only locally) in the Panjab, because by far the greater part 
of that province was not acquired, or at least bought under 
regular Revenue Settlement, till after the old vicious system of 
revenue-farms and immediate sale for default had been com- 
pletely changed. The same remark applies to Oudh, except so 
far as estates may have originated in the farming arrangements 
of the Oudh Government before annexation ; but, as far as I 
know, that Government did not employ farmers for single 
villages, nor sell villages individually for default. 

As I have already given some statistics on this matter in my 
‘ Land Systems of British India,’ ^ I will only cite one or two 
prominent instances. In the Baueli district the writer in the 
Gazetteer goes rather to an extreme when he says that ‘ whatever 
proprietary tenures exist at all are mmlmldrl ’ (i.e. have fallen 
into the hands of single proprietors and their heirs). We 
have seen evidences of other tenures here ; but still, such have 
been the subsequent changes, that out of 3,326 village areas 
2,611 became the property of single owners. Converting the 
numbers into percentages, we have 74*6 mmindcm, and 25*4 co- 
shared villages of other kinds. The smaller percentage represents 
the older estates — e.r/. of the Rajputs who would have ancesti-ally 
or otherwise divided villages ; and we see also by the caste, that 
out of 23,122 proprietors recorded, 8,623 are still Rajput or 
Thakur, more than half of these being in the one of 

Faridpur, while the rest are Brahmans, Kayaths, Kurmis, and 
Muhammadans. The districts PilIbhit, Budaon, and Shah- 
JAHANPUU, having suffered from the Rohilla troubles, saw many 
of their village tenures destroyed, and the subsequent sole pro- 
prietory right was acquired by local headmen, by managers, and 
revenue-farmers. But in other places it was not the destruction 
of the old tenures by enemies that caused the change. It was 

^ Vol. ii. 116 ff, 122, &c., where also some account is given of the 
efforts made to reverse fraudulent sales in connection with defaults in 
revenue payment. 

® North-West Provinces Gazetteer, y. 615, See Bareli 8. R, (1874), 

p. 22. 
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the ignorance of tlie nature of the village-bodies that marked the 
first days of British rule ; when, as Holt Mackenzie said, ‘the 
interest of the persons made responsible for the revenue is so 
naturally conceived to be that of absolute and exclusive pro- 
perty.’ The sole proprietory right thus passed into the hands of 
one of the older co-sharers, or of some person who became re- 
sponsible for the revenue in the days when it was considered 
necessary that only one such person should be recognised. 

In Fatihpue the history would prepare us to expect a large 
majoi'ity of villages held on the ancestral shai’e principle ; but 
out of 2,145 village estates, we find that 1,555 have passed into 
the hands of ^ sole proprietors ’ of the farmer or auction-purchaser 
class.^ 

I will only add that proprietors of this class were not by any 
means always chargeable with usurpation ; for in many cases 
they took charge of villages and became responsible for them 
when there was really no one else to do so ; former troubles 
had so depressed such cultivators as remained, that they were 
neither willing nor able to take responsibility as proprietors. 

Section II. — Village Estates aeising from the Disrup- 
tion OR Decadence of Kingdoms and Chiefships 

This head is perhaps the most largely illustrated of any, 
depending as it does on the existence at some former time of a 
local State, or chiefship, which has now disappeared, but has 
left its relics in the shape of villages and lands held by members 
of the once ruling families. In the Panjab we do not find so 
many instances of the class, because Bajput or Aryan rulerships 
that have left any such mai'k were quite local, and are chieflj^ 
found in the more northern districts near the Salt Bange. A 
few traces of Gcmrasi groups ^ and similar marks of a local rule 
may, however, be found in some other districts. But, as 
might be expected, they are very numerous in the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh,^ which were once covered by a network of 

^ Faiikpur 8. B, (1S78), pp. 9, 15. 

- See p, 198, antej where this term is explained. 

, ^ It may be truly said of the whole body of joint- villages in the North 
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sucli kingdoms and lordships. It may be advisable to add that 
when villages appear as the vestiges of some territorial rulership 
it is not necessary that there should ever have been a formally 
constituted ‘ RajV or regular territorial kingdom ; but there was 
always either such a kingdom or at least some kind of local 
chiefship, or usurped over4ordship, easily distinguishable from 
the mere establishment of a cultivating family expanding into a 
large fraternity. 

And there is one other matter which perhaps had better 
be dealt with at once. The rule of pimogenihure has a great 
effect in preventing the disruption of estates ; and its absence, of 
course, directly facilitates it. It is somewhat remarkable that 
in the ^ Laws of Manu ’ the right of the eldest is not connected 
with the royal title, or with succession to a chiefship. The 
eldest son is supposed to succeed to a7iy family estate if he is 
particularly eminent, capable, or virtuous, and the rest are not 
so. The vagueness of such, a rule is enough to have ensured its 
not being a practical one. The ^ Laws’ indicate a desire to place 
the eldest son (generally) in the position of the head of the 
family ; and even when he does not succeed alone, he is given a 
larger share. ^ There is also mention of a special share for the 
youngest as well. But for our purposes it is enough to say that 
in general the rule of the eldest has practically been maintained 
only among the royal and noble houses, of whatever race, in 
India — in such higher families, in fact, as possessed some kind 
of title or dignity to succeed to, spoken of as the gadcU (= royal 
cushion or throne) . B ut it is not possible to specify any partic alar 
degree in the social scale at which the custom ceases. I have 
known legal disputes in India as to whether property ought 

West Provinces (putting aside those which are in reality artificial, as in 
Kama, on, Jhansi, &c.) that they are derived — 

(i.) From descendants of the revenue farmers and managers ; 

(ii.) From old ‘cultivating fraternities ’ with a certain tribal connection ; 

(iii.) From relics of chiefships and local territorial over-lordships, and 
the grants connected with them. 

^ Sometimes spoken of Jeihfmsu Mr. H. E. Seebohm has collected 
the quotations from Manu at p. 97 ff of his Tribal Structure of Society 
in Greece ; see also Sir H. S. Maine, Early Institutions^ p. 197. As to 
the honour shown to the eldest, cf. Manu, ii. 225 with iv. 180, 181, and 
ix. 104-119, &c. 


X 
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or oiiglit not to be deemed subject to a rule of primogeniture as 
a question of family custom. And in the case of some estates, 
e,g, those of Taluqdars in Oudh and in Bombay, special rules 
have been adopted and legally enacted on the subject. In 
former times the custom was very various ; and there are cases 
on record in which even families having the title of Eaja 
have divided the estate. In such cases, the tendency to split 
up the whole estate into a number of mei^e villages held by 
the co-sharing descendants of the divided branches is obvious. 
Even where an estate is theoretically preserved from dismember- 
ment, it sometimes becomes so burdened with what are nomi- 
nally maintenances and rent-charges, but practically are divided 
portions held by charitable grantees or by widows and cadets, 
that the estate as a whole is hardly able to pay its way. In the 
Ahmadabad district of Bombay (Gujarat), there are a number of 
relics of local chiefsbips, now called ‘ Taluqdari ' estates, which 
survived the formal resumptions and deductions of the Muham- 
madan conquest and the more open exactions of the Marathas ; 
the rule of primogeniture commonly prevails, but the chief is 
expected to share his rents, usually by whole villages or shares 
in villages, with every kind of relative ^ and family dependent. 

And if voluntary, customary, partition causes a considerable 
estate to be dismembered into a number of joint-villages, still 
more does involuntary disruption, when the head of an old 
kingdom is defeated axid slain, and members of the family man- 
age to cling to a few villages here and there, relics of the terri- 
tory they once ruled in independence. In such cases it is a 
question of circumstances, and of the degree to which dismem- 
berment and decay have gone, whether the old territorial ruler- 
ship still remains in the form of a considerable landlordship, or 
is marked by mere scattered villages or groups of villages. In 
many instances it is well known that the old territorial Raja, or 
other titular chief, submitted to the Mughal commander, and 
accepted a saaiad or patent, agreeing to jxass on a considerable 

^ Similar troubles have affected tlie chiefs estates in Ajmer as well as 
in North Bombay, and special legislative measures have had to be passed 
for their relief. See some good remarks in Mr. A. Bogers’s paper on 
Bombay Tenures in Transaotions of the Bast Indian Association for 
February 1882, xiv, 10. 



VILLAGES OF INDIVIDUAL FOUNDATION 307 

vshare of his local reventie to the imperial treasury, or at least 
to hold his State as a tributary. Then he was favoured, or at 
least left alone, by the imperial Deputy, who knew only too well 
that he must keep the provinces quiet, and that defeated chiefs, 
if not conciliated, would be always ready, on the slightest oppor- 
tunity, to give serious trouble. Thus we have, handed down to the 
days of British rule, all the varieties of Bengal Zamlndar^ Oiidh 
Taktqcldr^ and similar estates such as have arisen under other 
conquests in the Central Provinces, or in Northern Bombay ; aiid 
we have also the JanrM of Malabar and Mrtklvargddr of Kanara 
on the west coast, and Ptilegwr in the south, as well as others 
whose existing landloi'd claims are derived in various ways from 
an earlier ruling or territorial position. With these ‘^landlord’ 
estates this book is not concerned ; but it is impossible to avoid 
mentioning the subject, because in the case of so many commu- 
nities descended from a once noble family or a ruling chief, the 
difference between the pattldarl village and the greater land- 
lord estate is one of rank and degree rather than of kind ; and 
the unity of the larger estate needs always to be supported by 
the primogeniture rule, or it tends to disintegrate. The iminediate 
point, however, is that where the rulership was really broken 
up by misfortune and defeat, as it so often was, and the members 
of the family managed to cling to some separate fragments of 
the estate, they were brought close to the land, so to speak, in 
a manner that was never possible with a dignified chief living 
at his court or fortress at a distance. Thus driven to residence, 
and to taking part in the direct management, each family be- 
came virtual landlord of this or that village or group of villages 
— smaller or larger according to circumstances — and the multi - 
plying heirs have formed the Willage community/ After a 
certain number of generations, such villages will be ripe for 
inclusion under some theory as representing ‘ archaic commmial- 
ownership.’ 

It is curious to notice how completely, in the course of a few 
generations, the descendant of the former Raja, or Eao, is assimi- 
lated to the peasant grade, even if he is still able to keep his 
hands from the defilement of the plough. But though to alien 
eyes he is a mere peasant-proprietor, or village co-sharer, in 
his own eyes and also in those of his neighbours, his high 

X 2 
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caste and descent are stili his own ; and that makes all the 
difference. The popular saying of the Basti district ^ shows 
how the idea of rank has come to be associated with the number 
of ' ploughs ’ (Le, plough lands) ; — 

Das hal 7m Edo, dth hal Jed Edna 
Car hal M hard Tzisdna 

' Ten ploughs are the holding for a Rao [superior chief], eight 
Tor a Rana four are the holding of a considerable tenant-farmer, 

(1) Illusimiiom from the Panjdh 

In the JiHLAM district I have already alluded to the (Raj- 
put) Janjliua villages. These are interesting because of the 
‘Speculation — which, I fear, is quite baseless — that they represent 
some relics of primitive Aryan chiefships. However, there is 
every appearance that there was here a heal rulership founded 
by conquest or adventure, and that the present co-sharing 
Janjhua villages are the relics of it.^ A particularly good 
instance occurs in the neighbouring district of GujKAT. Here 
the Chib Rajputs formed a local kingdom (still spoken of as the 
Cliibhal), of which the main features can be traced, as it lasted 
down to the Sikh times, and indeed seems to have been over- 
thrown by Maharaja Ranjit Singh.'^ Whether there was one 

^ NortJi’Wesi Provinces G-azetteer, ‘Account of the District/ 

vi. 686. 

' As a single instance of how pride of descent may cling to a purely 
peasant class, I may mention the clan of Manhrd in the Gujrat district, 
Panjilb. They are really probably connected far off with some old Bujput 
stock by a mixed marriage — ^they say with Earn- Chandra of Ajudliiya, 
which is much like being connected with ‘ Noah/ &c. ! The Jamval Eaj- 
piits are their ‘ relatives/ and they came to the Panjab at a remote date. 
They have long been completely agriculturist, but still they call all the 
eldest sons ‘ Kuja’ and the younger ‘Mtdn/ and use the ‘ Jai' or Eajput 
salutation {Gujrdi Gazetteer, p. 65). 

■'* There is in the Sn B, (Thomson’s), § 61, &c., a very interesting 
account of Janjhua rule and its gradual overthrow. It is too long to quote, 
and does not admit of being condensed. 

* The older S, E. (Hector Mackenzie’s), which gives full details, is no 
longer accessible, but it is quoted in the Gujrat Gazetteer (2nd edition), 
p. 64. What is specially interesting is that this clan professes to be of 
great antiquity and superiority, and has a curious custom of recognising 
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Efija or principal cliief over the whole does not clearly appear; 
but it is probable, since there is still an existing ^ head of the 
clan’ named Raja Sultan Khan, who has a considerable (or 
revenue-free grant) from (xovernment. The account given by 
Hector Mackenzie shows four major-territories, o^edimandl, each 
containing twenty-two villages (i.e. a gaulml) and six minor 
divisions known as clheri^ containing twelve villages each. The 
chief of the mmuM bore the title of Em ; the heads of the dheri 
were ThaMar ( = TMlmr), ^ The families in which the titles were 
formerly hereditary are known, but they retain none of their 
influence beyond their own villages.’ As the clansmen would 
not cultivate the estate themselves, the best lands became 
occupied by others during the owners’ absence in the petty wars 
of the period; ‘ and when the Ohibs finally took to agriculture 
they were unable to dispossess these squatters.’ 

(2) The NoTili-West Provinces 

111 these provinces, the instances of villages as relics of 
former kingdoms or chiefships are so numerous that I mtist 
make a limited selection taken from the characteristically differ- 
ent parts of the country. I have already remarked that the 
Rohilkhand districts have suffered much by various wars and 
invasions, and finally by the harsh rule of the Rohilla chiefs in 
the last century. When the districts came under the British 
Revenue-Settlement it was found that a large number of villages 
were virtually without owners, and the Revenue agreement was 
necessarily made with comparatively new men, who restored the 
cultivation and became owners. Nevertheless, the traces are 
abundant of former Rajput chiefships — sometimes constituting 
what may be called kingdoms, at other times being merely local 
over-lordships. It is worthy of notice that in these parts the 
Rajput clans are commonly called not Rajput but TMhur^ 

eons of the clan by cutting off a lock of their hair, left for the purpose, at 
the cmcestor’s tomh. (Compare H. E. Seebohm’s Tribal Greece^ p. 125.) 
They claim descent from the Katoch Riijas of Kilngra — a claim which is 
possibly confirmed by their calling their seven elan-divisions mUi, or 
muM. This term I cannot trace anywhere but in the Jrilandhar Doab, 
to which anciently the early Sangra Rajas’ dominion extended. See 
p. 278, ante* , 
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wliidi word means ‘ Baron' or ‘ Chief/ and indicates that they 
were origiiiaHy established as over-lords. It has been remarked 
that this over-lordship was freely accepted, and not infrequently 
invited, by local cultivating bodies; and it was doubtless a real 
protection in many instances. 

It seems to have been a common procedure, that whenever a 
chiefship was established at a given centre, members of the 
family would go forth and take the direct control of smaller 
estates in the surrounding country. ' Among the Thakurs, succes- 
sive branches continually left the family residence and settled in 
their allotments of country.' ' This must have facilitated the 
ultimate dissolution of the territorial estate into small portions, 
often consisting of a single village. 

In this country (Shahjahanpur District) the Katheriiid clan 
obtained such power that the name ^ Kather ^ w^as formerly given 
to it. The clan long resisted the Moslem arms, and was only 
suppressed in the days of the Mughal Empire ; but many 
villages held by Katheriyd still remain.^ In one pargana (Gola) 
of the Pawain Tahsil the clan had been so weakened by the 
departure of cadet members of their houses to other settlements, 
that when their chief was slain in battle, his widow, who was of 
course of another clan — in this case a Gaur, sent for her kins- 
men to help. The Ocmr leader came with his followers, but 
soon ousted all the remaining Katheriyd. A Oaiir Baja long 
retained his rule over the Pawain tract, but his family did not 
expand, so that we have a local landlord estate of some size, 
and not a number of separate villages. In another 'pargana^ on 
the contrary, the Eaja of Khotar disappeared as far as terri- 
torial rule was concerned, but left a number of families of 
village proprietors, all of whom are ‘ Scotch cousins of the Raja's.’ 
From the adjoining district of Bareli several examples might 
be given. One is that of the Jarnghdra^ a branch of the Tilmra/r 
(or Ihmidr) clan, who seem to have been dispersed in the troubles 
which preceded the downfall of the Hindu monarchy of Delhi ; 
some went to Budaon, others to Shahjahanpur. I notice that 
this kindred was divided, owing to a very common cause, into 
two ; the BhUr, who are descendants of a regular marriage of 

^ Shxlijahdnxmr 8, R. (1874), § 26,- p. 60. 

2 Ibid. p. 107. ^ R. § 16, ch. v. 
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the ancestor, and the Tami group, descendants of a second (and 
perhaps inferior) marriage. When the Qaulian^ with their 
famous Eaja Prithwi Ohand, defeated the Ttimdr^ five brothers 
of the dispersion led separate parties; the youngest crossed 
the Ganges to Bulan dshahr ; another, called Hemraj, had three 
sons ; one of these settled on the high land east of the Eam- 
ganga river, and from him the Bhur-Janglidnls are descended. 
Since this settlement some fourteen generations are asserted to 
have passed, and the chiefships thus formed are now found to 
survive in some 3,150 eo-sharing descendants in many villages. 

It is, however, in the Doab districts that we have some of 
the best examples of the results of a decadence of territorial 
riilersliip — how it leaves behind it proprietary village-estates. 
The country near Kanauj, as I have before remarked, was always 
a strong centre of successive Hindu rulers. The Cawnpoke 
district (in this vicinity) shows many traces of their rule, and Mr, 
Wright, in his Settlement Report, has given an account of the 
matter which is worth reading in extenso} He was fortunately 
able to procure a Vahsdvall or genealogical record of the Gdndel 
clan ; and, making allowance for much exaggeration and for 
legendary additions, it has still an evident foundation of fact. 
It seems that the Gaharwdr sovereign of Kanauj had been 
weakened, and ultimately driven out of liis kingdom, by the 
early Moslem invasions ; whereon a Gdndel chief, Sabhajit, was 
advised to take possession of the vacant State. For eight 
generations a single son succeeded to the dominion. At length 
came a group of three sons, who formed three main branches of 
the family ; the eldest took the title of Baja, the second of 
Edwat, the third of Edo, The »head of the first branch was 
removed to a new location in the 'Bitb.RT 2 ^C(>Trjmia, under circum- 
stances which I need not detail; the second became extinct; 
the third, or SupMn, branch before long again divided ; the 
Eawatpur section retained forty-eight villages, apparently a 
bedlisi^^ and from this a cauhlsl was afterwards partitioned.^ I 

i ySf. JS. (1878), ch. ii. p. 18. 

® Ante^ p. 198. The groups caurdst, hedliBh &c., rarely keep to the 
exact number. 

® One branch, having been leniently treated by the emperor (for their 
chief ship w^as no longer independent) in the matter of some arrears of 
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cannot follow tlie estate through its whole history, but partitions 
again and again occurred, til! the entire territory was split up 
into quite a number of separate shares, and these, as usual, after- 
wards constituted a series of joint-village properties. In such 
cases some members of the leading houses may have a larger 
estate than the rest, holding together a certain number of vil- 
lages as over-lords, and retaining a title of honour. In that case 
each will be the landlord or ' Zamindar’ of the groupd In the 
same way I might cite the case of one of the Gaharwdr clan, who 
was expelled, as I have above noticed, from Kanauj, and obtained 
a new local chiefship in the south of ixirgcmw Bilhaur. In 
another case, a Cmndrgaur chief named Pathardeo had seven 
sons. The father was murdered by a turbulent aboriginal tribe 
called Meo ; in revenge, the sons attacked and defeated them, 
and thus obtained a number of local dominions. But here, 
again, partition split up the estates ; and after various fortunes 
and many revenue sales at the beginning of the century, as well 
as subsequent losses during the mutiny, only a limited number 
of separate village-estates now remain.^ 

I can only allude to one more case, a gem of comparatively 
late origin, called Oaukm, whose chief was first established at 
Argal, in the Fatihpuu district.^ The family divided into groups 
with titles, Ecijcl for the eldest, jBcIo, Band, and Bdwat for the 
others- So great were their territories, at one time, that they 
were in a position to make large grants of villages to chiefs of 
another clan — the Ocmdel, to Brahmans, and to some Athya- 
Gautam, who pleased the Argal Eaja by teaching him the game 

land-revenue, paid him the compliment of ever after wearing their coats 
opening on the loft side like Mussulmans. 

UThe policy of the early Settlements in the North-West Provinces 
was to encourage the village bodies, and to get rid of over-lord proprietors 
if possible — in some cases compromising their half-grown claim to land- 
ordship by granting a ‘ Taluqdari allowance,’ which was a sort of rent 
charge on the estate, ultimately fixed at about 10 per cent, on the Govern- 
ment revenue. This policy formed the subject of considerable controversy 
at the time. (See X. N. B, 2. ii. 157 fi.) 

The whole account is worth xeB,ding (C(iwnpore S, B. ch. ii. §§ 25-35). 

^ See Beames’ Elliot's Glossary, vol. i. (s.v. * Gautam ’). This elan is 
still numerous in Ghazipur, and in some parts o^Fatihpur and Cawnpore. 
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of cliess.^ In all these cases the history was as usnal : soldiers 
of fortune acquire territories; their chiefs build forts and 
rule from those centres ; in time they become possessors of 
many villages, both old and new; and ultimately, in later 
generations, appear sometimes with their principal member 
retaining a landlord estate over a number of villages, but the 
rest holding single villages, of which their descendants form the 
co-sharing communities. To complete the history of the 
Gautayn of Argal, reference must be made to the Settlement 
Eeport.^ The clan espoused the losing side of the Pathto 
Moslems, ultimately defeated by Huinayiin and Akbar when the 
Mughal Empire was approaching its zenith. So they lost their 
possessions. The Argal Raja, though much respected by all 
the Thakurs (Rajputs), is now only the petty ^Zamindiir’ of 
two villages. But in Tappa Jas some of them continued to 
hold a caurdsi ; and many having become Muhammadans, they 
have still retained a considerable number of villages. I will 
only add that in the ^Azamgakh district the Gautam chiefs were 
once so powerful as to rule nearly the whole, except the Mahul 
portion. This was largely, however, due to the rise of the 
chief Ahhiman-sen, who, in the seventeenth century, became a 
Muhammadan, entered the service of the Emperor Akbar, and 
grew rich ; so he purchased extensive estates about Daulatabad. 

^ His descendants, and those of his brothers, systematically 
plundered their neighbours, wresting their estates from them 
one by one,’ till, at the beginning of the eighteenth century, the 
whole district was held by them as above stated. It is interest- 
ing to trace from the Settlement Report of Mr. J. R. Reid, 


^ Another large grant was the origin of the Lais possessions across 
the Ganges in Ondh. Bhao, a Bais chief, rescued the Argal Raja’s queen 
when, on a pilgrimage, she was attacked by , the Mussulmans. Bhiio 
received a suitable bride as his reward, and was told he could have the 
lordship over as many villages as Ms bride could name in one breath. 
This remarkably well- winded lady, so it is said, pronounced the names of 
1,440 villages ! 

2 FatiJipur 8. B. (1878), p. 9. I have already noted how in this 
district revenue- farmers afterwards gained possession of so many viL 
lages {ante^ p. 804). 
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wliat lias been the outcome of all this success! First, let me- 
iTiention the reporter’s observation ^ that the population is now 
poor aud dense, but the facilities for agriculture are considerable, 
and there has been a remarkable immunity from war and 
marauders. Many alien grants have been made, and many 
villages are held by descendants of the grantees. But in the 
greater part high caste proprietors are in possession ; these are, 
ill fact, remnants of the old ruling chiefs’ houses ; and therefore 
it is not surprising to find that the paUicldrl^ or ^ aristocratic ’ 
system of village holding by ancestral shares, is in theory 
everywhere prevalent. The whole of the land has been exces- 
sively subdivided. The Government Eeview of the ^ Eeport ’ 
notices that there are 5,532 villages (mauza), varying in size 
from little blocks of to 5,500 acres in extent; the average 
being 248 acres. The groups of land held under one united 
title (mahdl) are 3,446. As to the nature of the partition, the 
principal feature to be noted is that the families are divided into 
jmtU, which seem to represent a sort of minor clan or wide- 
kindred of the same house ; each pattl is called by the name of 
the ancestral head. Thesepa^fl consequently represent the division 
only as far as the first or main branches of the original family ; ^ 
for within the p}coUi, the component families and households often 
continue to hold undivided, the land being either rented to 
tenants (parjas land), or being held by individual co-sharers as 
tenants of the body. In the majority of cases division began 
long ago, probably in the time when the heads of branches 
or their immediate successors, were alive; most of the 
cultivated lands and the profitable waste were then divided ; 
but some still remained common to the whole major-group. 
Gradually the paMs were divided into smaller family subdivisions, 
and then into minute holdings. Where there is complete division 
it has been carried to great lengths ; on an average, there are 
nine fields to two acres.^ The division is often made Miet-hat 

^ 8, i?. (1877) . The Eeport describes the fourteen not perma- 

nently settled, winch now alone form the district : this is the sixth settle- 
ment. 

' ® lUd. see, ix. p. 87, § 307. ® Ibid, Government Beview, § 2. 

^ iS. E. § 309., And there are sixty-five tables given in the appendix 
to the Eeport of different kinds of fractions (starting from the rupee as 
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(as the phrase is) — i.e. the number of geographical villages that 
belong to one large group of families and households are not 
allotted compactly one, or half a one, to each ].KLiU (or whatever 
it is), but each imttl will have its lands scattered through a 
number of maiizas} When the estate is divided into ancestral 
fractions it is said to be Jchmtditl (==: pattidcM)^ even though the 
shares held are not exactly correct to the scale. But it has 
often happened that the land proved so various in value that 
the fraction of the revenue and other burdens, which in theory- 
ought to be identical with the land-fraction, became impossible, 
and the sharers converted their system into what is called 
hlfjhdildm ; that means that each sharer was allowed to hold 
what he had, or to adjust his holding to what he could manage, 
but a really proportionate division of the land-revenue-charge was 
made to suit the holding. This de facto possession is sometimes 
recorded in acres, but sometimes it is noted in terms of the actual 
fraction of the whole that it represents. Doubtless, in time, it will 
be believed that this was the real ‘ancestral’ fraction. ‘For,’ 
says the reporter,^ ^ they never forget the descent from'a common 
ancestor ; and there is a sentiment against adoption ’ (i.e, the 
more or less artificial extension of the direct descent-table).'^ It 
seems, farther, that although the incidence of the revenue has 
been adjusted by the IngJiadam arrangement, the profits of waste 
and other like dues and possibly the share in the waste 

land, may still be regulated by the ancestral fractions ; and so 
two scales come into use — pattidurl mul tLnd ^^attiddrl smr. 

representing unity) used in the various divisions. (Cp. &ho Cazmipor^ 
S. E. § 107.) The following is No. Ixiii. in abstract : 
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^ This peculiarity is further described in the following chapter, p. 840. 
A full description is given of how this came about (see 8, B. p. 92, 
§§ 326-8). The term means ‘ price or value per bighii.’ 

® N. E. § 322 and note. 

^ Which would defeat the expectations of collaterals when the direct Una 
otherwise failed. 
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All this is very different from the hhcddchdnl of the demo- 
cratic family and the clan- settlement. It marks the sense of 
individual lordship, as jealously maintained by right of descent 
from the particular head of the family, which has branched off 
from the stem of the once royal or princely ancestor. We 
mark also the influence of the developed joint-family system ; in 
fact, the tribal and clan institutions of a wider character have 
begun to fade.^ Where a certain number of families still hold 
undivided, it is always because they are closely related, and it is 
easier or more profitable to share the rents and other income 
than to squabble over the minute division of fields into patches, 
which will be unworkable when they are declared ; or perhaps 
it is because the land is held by tenants, and there is no object 
in dividing ; while if there is any waste reserved for grazing, the 
utility of it would be destroyed by partition. 

It is not surprising to find, in this advanced stage of 
severalty, that the pancayat system exists only in theory/ and 
that the official headmen (lambarMr) have practically nothing 
to do, and receive no paQotra, or official allowance. 

I will conclude this series of illustrations of the North-West 
Provinces by only one more case in the Bundelkhand region, 
where we have not only the relics of the rulership, but also a 
definite memory of the loss of the princely title once enjoyed. 
In Banda, Mr. Cadell has described in detail the rise and fail of 
the BiJcJdt liajpiits,® In the thirteenth century they had two 
capitals whence their chiefs ruled, " But after the fall of the 
empire, even the inferior title of Eao was lost to the clan, and 
whether owing to the discouragement of successive chiefs, or to 
the influence of the Hindu law of joint inheritance, there are 
now many Bikldt villages, but no BiMdt chief.' 

^ It will be remembered that in many cases in this chapter we have 
spoken of clans, because as a matter of fact the clans exist, and their 
number can be counted — if they are on compact areas of countiy. But 
nothing necessarily remains of any clan feeling as io gyro^perty ; this is 
completely replaced by the ancestral individual right and by the co* sharing 
body as representatives of one original OTOer, 

^ B. B. (1881), § 72, p. 64, 
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(3) IlhistroMons from Ondh 

TKe value of possessions in so fertile a country, and periiaps 
the influence of traditions of kingdoms believed to have been 
held by balf-remembered ancestors or by legendary clan connec- 
tions, must always liave combined to tempt Chain leaders to try 
and return to Oudh. They could reach it without difficulty 
either from their refuge in Eajputana or when driven from 
settlements in Ujjain or Kanauj. Such possession was in fact 
acquired, sometimes by independent adventure, sometimes by 
joining the army of some Mughal or earlier emperor. The 
Chain possessions and lordships thus acquired have given rise to 
proprietary-villages and to estates established on a footing 
clearly distinguishable from that of the apparently earlier 
land-holding communities, among whom no monarchical organi- 
sation or desire of territorial rulersbip was ever developed.^ To 
give a complete account of the many conquering Eajas or local 
chiefs and of the estates held by their descendants, would be to 
transcribe a large portion of the account given of each district in 
the Gazetteers and Settlement Eeports ; the difficulty is to make 
a suitably small selection for the purposes of illustration. 

In the SuLTlNPUR district I notice an ‘ estate ’ of 365 villages 
held by families of the Bandalgotl clan ; the head still retaining, 
as landlord, the possession of 316 villages. This was due to the 
fact that up to the eleventh generation from the founder only one 
son was born ; but at last there were more, and then the estate 
was divided and several village properties became separate.^ 

In Bahraich the great Ikhauna estate might still be flou- 
rishing as an example of individual, territorial, foundation but 
for the events of the mutiny. It owed its origin to a single 
Janwdr chief under Moslem patronage (for the chiefs long bore 
the military title of ^ Eisaldar ’). Shah Jahan made the estate 
revenue-free, and it became a landlord property. A number of 
villages (mentioned under the designation of hhaiym) were 
originally allotted to cadets of the family for their maintenance ; 

^ Ante, p. 198, and cf. p. 288. 

® Ovdk Gazetteer, i. 47. As I have before remarked, it is perfectly 
immaterial, as regards origin, whether these villages did or did not in 
after times come under the power of Taluqdars or landlords. 
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but after two or three generations they were found as indepen- 
dent estates having no connection with the chief, and were 
afterwards reduced to paying rent, separately, to a TaluqdarJ 
For the Kheri district (northern part) the writer of the Gazetteer 
notice makes some good remarks on the manner in which Rajput 
chieftains came to be able to establish their local rule. ' The 
Ghatri ascendency,’ he says, ‘ might be simply described as the 
re-establishment of local Hindu government under the native 
chief. There was no elaborate design or settled plan. A 
conqueror appeared and was often welcomed as giving some 
security against the oppression of neighbouring chiefs or of the 
suzerain government. The Raja once established could . . . 
dispossess any of his subjects who showed signs of treachery or 
disloyalty. . . . He had many wives and many sons, bastard 
and legitimate ; all the waste lands were his ; all lapsed and 
forfeited villages also became his ; with such lands he provided 
for the scions of *his house.’ ^ In this way much of the actual 
ownership of the land passed into the hands of his family. 
Four-fifths of the district, it is said, belonged to Chains, and 
three-fifths were under their ruling chiefs. Indeed, in Akbar’s 
time, of the 223 mahdl (ov parganas) of Oudh, eighty- seven 
were held by Ghatri lords. Other tribesmen, as Kayatlis and 
Kurmls, might obtain village estates, but they never became 
rulers. But an able and adventurous Ghatri of noble descent 
could always get a local tei’ritory ; and villages, as already re- 
marked, would often gladly place themselves under The 

Moslem Emperor was content to take a general revenue or tri- 
bute from such a -chief, leaving to him the administration of 
justice ; and the whole estate ceased to be borne on the imperial 
registers as Malm or directly subject to the imperial adminis- 
tration. It was merely a natural progression of things that 
‘the subjection of the land to the Raja became first confused, 
and then identical, with his proprietorship.’ In Oudh it often 

' Gazetteer, I 117, 122, 177 ff. ^ xhid, ii. 140, 215 ff. 

® Ihid, 207. Several instances are noted where the village land- 
holders voluntarily placed themselves under the protection of the Ra]u. 
This Mth-raJMi, or commendation, is frequently found. The villages 
always ended by passing under the complete ownership of descendants cf 
the chiefs family. 
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happened that the Raja became Taluqdar, and iitimately was 
created landlord of the whole or a portion of his demesne ; hut, if 
the estate happened to be partitioned or the Raja disappeared, 
being put to flight, or slain in battle after some unsuccessful 
revolt, the villages would continue to be held by some members 
of the family, and would become so many separate village-estates. 

A most remarkable instance remains to be cited, and it illus- 
trates the direct process of the division of a Raj into both 
village-estates and larger landlord-properties. I refer to the 
case of the Tiloh Gand^ Bais estates in Rai-Bareli.V 

The whole history is too long to be even summarised here, 
but the main facts are these : the district contains 1,785 villages, 
of which 1,719 are owned by descendants of Tilok Ohand, 
who died shortly before Babar ascended the throne of Delhi 
(a.d. 1 526) . The dominion, indeed, began before the chiefs time, 
but he consolidated the position. He acknowledged the Mughal 
suzerainty and never assumed the title of Raja personally ; it 
was only taken by his eldest descendant at a later date.^ At the 
present time there are about forty landlord estates containing 
several villages each and ranking as ‘ Taluqdari ’ estates, and a 
great number of village- estates.® This resulted from the family 
at first admitting of partition and then agreeing to stop it. The 
elder branch represents the estate of Murarmau, in which the 
title of Raja was afterwards taken; it wms the several grandsons 
who, separating, originated the larger estates ; and these again 
became variously subdivided in the course of time. 

‘ The accounts/ writes Mr. Benett/ ‘ of the half century 
which elapsed between the death of Tilok Chand and the 
accession of Akbar are very meagre. . . . It may be surmised 
that the Raja of Murarmau, the Rana of Khirofi, and some other 
chiefs of a diflhrent stock, each exercised on a smaller scale the 
sovereign powers of the first great Raja (i.e. Tilok Cliaud). 

^ The whole history will be found in the Gazetteer^ iii. 208 and 225 
and ill Mr. Benett’ s Chief Clans of JRai- Bareli (Lucknow, 1870). 

® Gazetteer^ iii. 230-1. 

® I cannot separate the single villages held by Tilok Chandi Bais from 
some held by Moslems and Konhpurias; but out of the wdiole 1,735 
villages 537 are independent of any Taluqdur over-lord- 

^ Clans of Bai Bareli, E, 
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Under the vigorous administration of Akbar and his successors, 
the Hindu clans were natural!}' much depressed, and driven, so 
to speak, nearer to the soil. Their connection with the villages 
in their domain became much closer ; new villages were founded, 
and the increasing numbers of each family led to the establish- 
ment of the non-cultivating village-proprietors who are now 
known in our courts as the “ old zamhiddrs.^^ The intervention of 
a foreign ruler, and the diminished danger of invasion from 
without deprived the Eajas of half their attributes : the principle 
of unity was lost sight of, and each member of a leading house 
was able, when he separated, to assume, in his new home, almost 
all the privileges retained by the head of the family. The ties 
of kinsmanship were, however, still vividly recognised, and at 
the end of this period, instead of a few unconnected Rajas, we 
find hierarchies of powerful landowners^ each the immediate 
lOToprietor and laiyilord of a feio villages from which he drew his 
subsistence . . (the italics are mine). In this case it will be 
observed, although a clan unity so far prevails that kinship is 
acknowledged and kept up by the survival of the military spirit 
(always a strong incentive to its preservation), and by the fact 
that the Emperor would call on the chiefs to furnish levies for 
the imperial army, there is nothing of clan-custom observable 
in the mode of land-holding. The tenure is ^ aristocratic ’ either 
in the form of larger landlordsinps or of jointly-owned, single, 
villages. 

Section III. — Villages founded by individual Adventurers 
AND Settlers unconnected with the State or with 
Territorial Chiefship. 

While a large number of villages have had their origin in 
some individual chief or dignified founder connected with a 
State or chiefship, it is also true that other founders have been 
private adventurers, settlers, or purchasers, without any terri- 
torial connection. It is convenient to separate the cases, 
because it facilitates discussion to classify our known origins 
of villages as far as possible. There is often, however, room 
for doubt whether in any givpn case the foundation more 
properly belongs to one specific kind or another; we may 



VILLAGES OF INDIVIDUAL FOUNDATION 321 

set down a case as apparently one of private adventure, though 
really there had been a royal grant, or the founder represents 
a remnant of a forgotten local rnlership. This degree of doubt 
necessarily arises where the foundation is remote in time and 
the evidence chiefly traditional. The possibility of such error 
is, however, of slight importance so long as we can preserve 
the main distinction between the village arising out of the dan 
or tribe, and that arising out of individual foundation- — in one 
form or another. For wherever we have the cZa/i-group, and 
the clan sentiment of equal right, we have a different basis 
of constitution from what is observed in the case where an 
individual ancestor is remembei^ed as the direct orimnator of 

O 

the estate. 

A typical casein point occurs in the GujrInwala district of 
the Panjab, where we have a group of eighty-one communities 
(pattidarl in their original state) descended from a single founder. 
1 do not know any evidence or traditional opinion that there 
was any local rule or chiefship ; but the founder was himself of 
good family : the Gdttcl houses ^ claim descent from a GauJidn 
Rajput stock — indeed, from Raja Prithwl Chand himself. But 
a single adventurer of the family, named Dhiru, in the tenth 
or eleventh generation, left his home and settled in a village called 
Sidhkot : he married two wives and had eighteen sons, from whom 
all the village-bodies are descended. Both in this district and in 
Sialkot, although the general prevalence of the jadtidarl form of 
village indicates that a great number are held by bodies de- 
scended from adventurers or founders of some pretension 
to good birth, there is no definite trace of local rulerships 
out of which they sprang. Nor, on the other hand, does there 
appear to be anything of the tribal character in the villages 
in question. In Sialkot as many as 2,155 villages are shown 
as shared on the ‘ ancestral ’ principle, of which lOG are held by 
the families undivided ; ^ only 633 are put down as bhaidckdrdj 

^ The family finds a place in Sir Lepel Griffin’s Chiefs, where 

their history is given in detail. 

“ Unless I am misled by the term zamtnddri without any qualifying 
addition, which is much misused ; it may mean villages owned by a single 
purchaser, &c., or by a gi'oup remaining undivided. Frobabiy the latter 
{shdmilat or scwjS villages) are meant. ^Sialkot Gazetteer, 1883-4, p. 48.) 

Y 
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wliicli, as the term is used in the Panjab, includes Tillages that 
probably were originally ‘ ancestral/ but in wdiicli the ravages of 
time and circumstance have caused the regular shares to be 
modified or forgotten altogether. It is worth noting that in 
the earlier Settlement, Mr. E. Prinsep, illustrating the varieties 
of village as regards sharing, takes, as the standard natural to 
the district, the case of ‘ the founder of a village who secures a 
property by purchase, grant, appropriation, or conquest ; ’ and 
he goes on to show how the sons will hold undivided, how they 
ultimately separate, and how the ancestral shares of the separated 
houses are changed into de facto holdings or some other shares 
which have become ‘ customary.’ This series of changes would 
be wholly inapplicable to cases wliere the estate did not 
begin with one founder, but where a whole clan had divided the 
conquered land, or where a clan grew up under its own customs 
of holding. 

..I have already alluded to a specific case from the Guj- 
RAKWALA district ; but the totals of the different kinds of village 
in the whole district are also worthy of notice ; though here a 
considerable number of villages are held on shares of a special 
kind which may indicate a different origin. But even allowing 
for these cases, the number of villages derived from 
founders is considerable. An analysis of the tables ^ shows a 
total of 1,199 villages, classifiable thus: — 


Ancestral 
, shares 


r 138 J held by single owners (40) and undivided families ; 
J 211 Iwholly or partly divided, 

(ll8 on ancestral shares, 

459 by a system of shares in wells ^ 

188 by a system of ‘ customary ’ shares, 

85 held ‘ on possession ’ only. 


1,199 


Even of the eighty-five, in the last line, it is quite possible that 
some really belong to the other classes, only that from one cause 
or another the shares have been completely lost. It is noteworthy 
.that among the villages which acknowledged shares^ no less than 


8, B, (Nisbet), printed in 1874. The figures are gathered from the 
tables at the end. 
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395 agreed to return to the correct list, some by voluntary sur- 
render of excess lands, others by making up to those who had 
less than their proper share by additions out of the undivided 
cult urable wasted 

These examples have been selected from the Panjab Eeports 
without difficulty, owing to the circumstances of the country. 
I have not been able to do the same for the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh, because, with a denser population, with a 
much greater number of local kingdoms and chiefships, and the 
wider prevalence of revenue-farming, in former days, it becomes 
almost impossible to separate the cases of private enterprise 
from those connected with territorial rulerships. It is not, 
however, to be doubted that villages due to piivate, individual, 
foundation, are just as common in the Ganges plain as they are 
in the Paiijab. 

Section IV. — Colonist Associations 

I do not at present include those ancient traces of villages 
in the Madras Tamil country, regarding which our most reason- 
able conclusion is that they were due to colonist families of an 
energetic agriculturist caste settled under patronage of a local 
prince, and who adopted an interesting method of co-operative 
village cultivation. It is only traces and traditions of these 
southern villages that now survive ; and before I could bring 
them forward as instances of the formation of joint-villages by 
voluntary association, 1 should have, as I hope to do in a future 
chapter, to argue out the case for their existence, nature, and 
origin. 

Here I am concerned with villages of a type actually exist- 
ing and known. Such cases must necessarily be confined to 
sparsely populated districts, where large areas were, even in late 
historic times, awaiting cultivators energetic and patient enough 
to cope with the initial difficulties of establishing cultivation. 
The South-eastern Panjab exhibits a natural field for such founda- 

^ It may also be noted that if we deduct 138 single owner or undivided 
villages, the remaining 1,061 (shared or held in severalty) show, as a 
whole, 636 in which the original system has undergone no change, and 
425 in which under stress of time and circumstance it has been altered. 
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tions ; and we are not surprised to find them quite characteristic 
of certain districts or parts of districts in that locality. In such 
villages there is no question of ^ holding in common ’ except in 
so far as the unappropriated waste and grazing ground is so held. 
The villages have accepted the joint-responsibility under the 
modern revenue system, because their association would ex- 
pressly contemplate cohesion for such purposes, not to speak 
of other countervailing advantages, such as acquiring defined 
rights in the adjacent waste area, which they may not have 
possessed before. 

Villages founded by associated colonists are treated as cases 
of individual foundation, since the associates are neither a 
gradually expanding clan nor a tribal-group already formed.. 
If some of the members happen to be connected by blood, which 
is quite likely, it is an accidental circumstance, and may have 
produced some sharing (as a family) of particular holdings, but 
not of the whole village. Complete extracts from the District 
Eeports describing the mode of foundation, the planting of the 
stake (mori) to mark the central village-site, and the drawing 
lots for the ‘ plough-lands,’ have been printed in my LaTid S^jstems 
of Briiisli Imlia and need not be repeated here. ^ W e find villages 
of this kind in the districts of Fibozpur and what was formerly 
Sirsa.2 

There is no doubt also that a similar origin may be ascribed 
to villages in other parts. It will be enough to call attention 
to the main features — viz. that the headman is the leader and 
spokesman of the party, who has perhaps conciliated some 
neighbouring chief or governor, and obtained his countenance to 
the projected settlement. Major and minor divisions of the 
culturable area were, or might be, arranged in the first instance 
to suit the requirements of different groups — probably different 
castes or different family aggregates ; within these, the several 
‘ plough-lands ’ — such is the general unit — were arranged and 
assigned to each settler according to his means, Le. with refer- 
ence to the plough cattle he possessed, and the number of hands 
he could bring to the work of cultivation,* the plough-lands 

^ Vol. ii. p. 678 ff, and p. 689. 

® Tlie Sirsa district has been abolished, part of the territory being added 
to Firozpur, part to Hisar. 
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were taken by drawing lots for eacli, so that there might be bo 
unfair distribution. As to the adjacent waste area, it was so 
little considered that no definite boundaries at first existed; 
and long afterwards, anyone of the settlers who chose could 
break up a new portion, outside his former allotment. Indeed, 
this was the cause of some trouble after the Land-Eevenue 
Settlement was introduced, and a tenant law was provided. For 
then the waste was definitely surveyed and included in the village 
boundaries, and became /on?^a% the joint or ‘ common ^ property 
of the whole body, who were, under the system in question, 
regarded as the co- proprietors of the whole village. Consequently, 
after the surVey and record of rights, no one could make a new 
field in the waste without proceedings for partition, or without 
asking permission of the whole body. Moreover, additional 
cultivators had been formerly allowed in as tenants, on the 
understanding, perhaps rather tacit than expressed, that the 
land they cleared and subdued to the plough would be left in 
their possession for ever. Under the first of the tenant laws 
(1868) such persons might find themselves treated as tenants at 
and be offered the option of a rise in rent or of notice to 
quit — a proceeding which, however legal, they regarded with 
indignation. 

It is extremely difficult to apply the term ^ collective owner- 
ship ’ to the rights in a village so constituted, at least before the 
days of Revenue records and surveys. The body was united for 
its own interest, and it accepted the joint liability for the 
Government Revenue, as one of the most natural objects of its 
association.^ It is also curious to note that in some cases the 
headman and his sons managed to push themselves forward into 
a sort of proprietary position over the whole village, and exact 
some kind of rent from the other cultivators ; in that case the 
village was distinguished as boledan (5oZa= agreement). In 
revenue parlance, the others were called hhaidchdra, though not 
in the correct sense in which I have always used the term. I do 

^ As I have had occasion to observe before, in the days of bad or 
oppressive revenue management, it was a great matter for a combined body 
to be able to bargain for a lump sum w'hich the collector would agree to, 
because it saved trouble ; the village was thus secured from the inquisi- 
torial visits and vexatious interference of the revenue-farmers’ underlings. 
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not know of any specific instance where existing yillage bodies 
known to have originated as colonies and associations have 
adopted any other method of allotting the land than that of 
assigning separate nnmbers of ^ plough-lands ’ taken by lot. 
But there are still many villages the origin of which is uncer- 
tain ; and I suspect that not a few villages holding by shares in 
wells and in other modes (to be mentioned in the next chapter) are 
voluntary colonist associations. In any case, the form of sharing 
adopted will depend on the local conditions of agriculture. If 
such a colony, instead of being planted in open dry plains and 
jirairies like those of Firozpur and Sirsa, had been formed in a 
dense jungle country like that of Southern India {Tondai-mcmda- 
lam) they might have adopted a different method ; they might 
have all combined to clear an area gradually, and to work the land 
without any final allotment, determining year by year what 
portion each co-sharer should take in hand. We shall see, later 
on, reason to believe that this was really the mode of working in 
the villages in Southern India, which were once held ‘jointly ’ 
under a noteworthy colonising enterprise. 

Having now passed in I’eview the various known origins of 
actually existing joint-villages, and seen how — apart from any 
general a priori theory — ^these villages, really grew up, it is 
evident that we have two great causes for union — (1) the exist- 
ence of a tribal or clan stage of society with all that this stage 
implies, especially in the way of a right to share equally in the 
tribal acquisition ; (2) the influence of the ‘ joint-family ' and its 
law of joint-inheritance. And to these we might perhaps add a 
third — voluntary association and combination. Villages, or areas 
larger than villages, constituted under either influence are found 
to be divided into certain general — major and minor, primary 
and secondary — divisions of the land, and finally into individual 
shares. Thus, there are certain liens which tend to make each 
village, in some sense, a nnit-estate. They are, therefore, brought 
under a system of Land-Revenue Management which, devised to 
suit the form of tenure, subjects all the village estates 

in the province to a similar system of demarcation, survey, and 
record. The system also applies a common nomenclature to them 
all; and thus, as it were, varnishes over the whole group with an 
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appearance of imiformity wliicla goes beyond any degree of 
similarity they naturally possess^ 

It now remains to examine some details of the internal 
structure of joint- villages, and to note both the minor variations 
which occur and the modifications that the form of constitution 
may undergo. W e have finally to notice the special cases of j oint- 
village which are believed once to have existed in certain other 
parts of India, but -which have become a subject of dispute because 
only traces of them now exist. These are very interesting to 
the historian as showing the growth, or at least the probable 
growth, of over-lord claims over what would otherwise be inde- 
pendent villages of the rcdyahalri type, and also the formation 
of villages under special circumstances in a joint or co-sharing 
form as exceptions to the prevailing tenure. If our inferences 
regarding these mostly long decayed landlord-villages are at all 
just, we shall have the phenomenon of the rcdyatwwn village and 
the joint-village occurring in juxtaposition. But such a juxta- 
position is not confined to these doubtful cases, nor is it depen- 
dent on inferences regarding the past ; we shall also take occasion 
to describe certain cases where it can be seen in existence at the 
present day. 

^ By such a remark I do not intend to imply any disparagement of 
the system. As a matter of fact, in practical working, the North-West 
Provinces Beveniie-system initiated by Begiilation YII. of 1822 (and 
applied, with local modifications, to Orissa, to the Panjab, to Ondh, to 
Ajmer, and to the Central Provinces) has proved remarkably elastic. In 
Orissa, for instance, the working is as nearly raiyativarl as possible : and 
so in Ajmer, where the principle of the joint-responsibility has been reduced 
to a mere shadow. Indeed, the system is able practically to admit both 
the landlord right over large estates (as in Oiidh and parts of the North- 
West Provinces) and what are really separate holdings in villages 
nominally joint. 



328 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE VARIETIES AND MODIFICATIONS OF VILLAGE FORMS 

We liave seen liitlierto that the existence of a group of agri- 
cultural holdings forming a village does not necessarily imply 
a single or uniform plan of internal constitution. The village 
may be a group of independent holdings ; or it may be in one 
sense a unit, a share in which is held by every one of the resident 
owners who form the ‘ village community.’ Or again it may be a 
group of lands which has been almost accidentally formed, the real 
area of ^ collective ownership ’ (as far as the ter m is applicable) being 
something much larger than a village. In any case, the constitu- 
tion may differ. The main forms or principles have now been dis- 
cussed — ^the tribal, the joint-family or and the ‘ equalised- 
share ’ methods, &c. But each such method may exhibit in its 
application certain minor variations, just as in plants we may 
liave ‘ species,’ and under each a number of ‘ varieties.’ Apart 
from this, modification arises subsequently owing to what I may 
call ^ wear and tear.’ Original shares are lost, sometimes par- 
tially, sometimes altogether, without any constitutional differ- 
ence of principle. 

There is one form of village which in the nature of things 
does not vary : the raiyahuwrl form, being merely an aggregate 
of independent holdings, has no original varieties ; nor can any 
change be introduced short of its conversion into a joint-village 
either by reason of some artificial process of Revenue manage- 
ment, or, so to speak, naturally, by the reduction of the cultivators 
to the rank of ^ tenant,’ under the influence of a co-sharlng family, 
which establishes over-lord rights over the whole as the proprie- 
tory community. This is, however, not a variation of form, it is 
the supersession of one form by another. The superimposition 
of landlord rights has, no doubt, constantly occurred wherever 
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conquering clans have settled, and wherever adventurers have 
acquired a dominion, or Rajas and Emperors have made grants, or 
the revenues have been farmed to some village-manager. But 
until such an over-lord arises, the independent group of hmd- 
liolders, with its hereditary headman and its staff of artisans and 
menials, must necessaiily remain unchanged d 

But when we come to the joint- villages — those held on some 
system of co-sharing — there is ample room for variety, both 
original and induced by accident. 

In the first place, I may mention a general cause of modifi- 
cation which may affect any kind of really joint- village. There 
may be a portion of the village area not yet divided ; and this 
circumstance, though of no particular interest in itself from the 
tenure point of view, may be of practical importance to the ad- 
ministration. We shall see presently that the official classifica- 
tion provides a distinct head for the 'wholly divided, and another 
for the •parily divided villages. In the former there is neither 
arable nor waste land, except the site of the village temple or 
mosque, the graveyards, roads, and other such naturally in- 
divisible areas, left? uiipartitioned ; - in the latter, which is by far 
the larger class, an area of waste either wanted for grazing and 
wood-cutting, or not yet wanted for ploughing up, is still held 
ill common. Sometimes, also, a pox’tion of the arable is left un- 
divided, because it is all in the hands of tenants — perhaps 
^ occupancy ’ or irremovable tenants — and the proprietors have 
no object in dividing it. This question of partial or total divi- 
sion may affect management in various ways ; ^ but there is one 

^ I have already discussed the possibility of rights being destroyed and 
originally homogeneous bodies dispersed under the effects of harsh revenue 
administration ; but nothing of the kind tends to alter the raiyatwari form. 

Land whicli is unfit for cultivation and is otherwise impartible is 
spoken of as gliair mmnkin ; while the %vaste for grazing, &c., that may 
one day be utilised, is mumMn — ix, * possible ’ to cultivate. The 
village-site is often partitioned, because it gives the different co-sharers not 
only their due allotment for their own houses, but enables each to charge 
rents and derive other benefits from the house-sites which fall to his 
share. 

^ It may also be conveniently borne in mind that when a village is 
divided into and secondary groups (csLlledpattl, thoh, &c.), the whole 
of the land may be divided between the groups, so that nothing remains 
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point wliere it also tonches custom and the tenure form. It is 
sometimes observed that, while the divided arable land is lield on 
one existing scheme of shares or on the basis of mere de facto 
possession, the common land and the profits from grazing, wild 
fruits, thatch“grass or similar produce, as well as other common 
profits or dues — house rates and the like — may be enjoyed or 
divided on a quite different set of shares. This usually indicates 
that the origincd shares of the foundation have been disturbed or 
forgotten, as regards the cultivated holdings, and yet the co- 
sharers do not like altogether to ignore their proper principle ; 
they cannot help abandoning it as regards the lands that have 
long been held in severalty, but they still adhere to it as regards 
profits or lands which have not been yet divided. 

We may now proceed to the more specific varieties. It may 
be a convenience shortly to recapitulate the list of primary joint 
forms before specifying these variations. We have: (1) 
villages held on a tribal basis. As a rule, the several allotments 
are made as eqxial as possible : of this class the frontier and some- 
other Panjab villages form our best examples. Here the * joint- 
holding ’ depends on the sense of unity as a clan, and on the 
feeling that all are equal and may have to submit to exchange 
holdings with a view to giving effect to that equality. There is 
no particular bond constituting village-'gvovip^ as such. (2) 
"‘"illages held by ^ cultivating fraternities,’ where there has 
been no territorial rule and no aristocratic title in the family, 
but where, beginning with a small household -group settled on 
a wide area, there has gradually grown up a large clan. In 
some cases a group of villages has been formed like a number 
of buds shooting out from one parent stem, and then separating 
into so many full-blown new ^ villages.^ In other cases certain 

common to the whole village {sliamilat dih) ; but eachpa^Z-I may have in- 
ternally divided only part of its land, leaving some still common to the 
section (sMmildi It very frequently happens that smaller family 

(or close kindred) groups hold their shares jointly because it would be so 
inconvenient to divide them. The co-sharers may recognise a fractional 
interest in a pattl which is represented by of a rupee ’ or less 

(see p. 316, ante) ; but such an interest cannot always be divided out on 
the aground, and must be enjoyed jointly with others or it would be 
useless. 
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primary, secondary, and tertiary divisions of the whole estate- 
ai'ea have been established in the days when there were but a 
few family members; but after that, all the multiplying 
descendants have obtained land capita according to the 
actual requirements of each household as it came to maturity. 
There was no thought of any particular aliquot parts of the 
whole ; only care was taken that an equal division of good and 
bad lands should be observed, and more especially that a valua- 
tion should be made so that the share of the burdens (land- 
revenue or any other charges) borne by each might be in just 
proportion to the value and extent of the land held. 

In contrast with this cultivating-fraternity form, where some 
traces of clan feeling are still in evidence, stands the very 
large class of villages (3) where one individual, or one or two 
together, obtained or founded the village-estate ; and here it is 
solely the ‘joint-family V fully developed, and its consequent law 
of joint-inheritance, that has produced the joint-community. 
Here, too, the ‘ village ’ is essential ; it is the limit of the grant or 
acquisition. The heirs will divide strictly on the ancestral shares 
indicated by the ‘ genealogical tree.’ It is in this form that we 
have the stages, first, of the sole owner, then of his heirs holding 
undivided, and finally of complete or partial severance of the 
holdings. But in many such estates the division was made at 
a remote period. And there are some few cases where a kindred 
already numerous enough to form a village-group or something 
larger have, on acquiring a new domain, formed it and continue 
to subdivide it into so many ancestral shares^ rather than into 
the equal lots of Nos. 1 and 2. The ancestral-share system is 
peculiarly open to give dissatisfaction as time goes on ; it is also 
peculiarly liable to become modified by external agency. 

(4) There is a class of village still having certain features 
of ‘ joint ’ holding — e.g, the common responsibility for the revenue, 
which is best described negatively ; it is not ‘ tribal/ it is not 
pattidiirl, nor is it held on the "artificial caA*,’ or equalised-hold- 
ing method. There is locally some peculiarity, derived from some 
unknown source: perhaps the village is a small surviving 
remnant from some once larger body which has gradually dis- 
appeared ; often it is a voluntary association of cultivators, who 
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have comhined for protection into a ^ joint-bod v.’ In these cases 
the ^ shares ' are of various kinds. 

(5) Lastly, there is a large list of villages which is only 
separable because we are in the dark as to their real original 
mode of constitution. The ‘ co-sharers ’ hold each a certain 
separate area, and the fact of possession is the only known 
measure of right. The official classification has a special head 
for these ^ de-fadoAiol&mg ’ villages.^ 

Let us notice each head separately, and see what minor 
varieties are possible. 

(1) It is difficult to say that there is any typical or normal 
form of the purely tribal village of the Panjab. Regarding the 
co-sharers as persons, the village depends on the family con- 
nection which associates a number of kindred in one separate 
group, and on the conditions of life and locality which compel 
many small hamlets, or one large ahadi, as the case may be, to 
be formed. All we can ask is what is the type of tribal-5/iare ? 
The examples I have given show some variety in this respect 
which is evidently original and not induced. Generally, both 
in Biluchi and Pathan tribes, the larger divisions follow the 
branches of the first ancestral family up to a certain point ; ^ but 
within the MeZ, or other ultimate larger group, the single shares 
are per capita and equal. More rarely ancestral shares seem to 
be followed throughout, and up to the existing families. The 
principal changes that occur in such a distribution of holdings are 
more a matter of anticipation than anything else. The clan- 
connection, not being exercised in war, or by other occasions, 
will fall away and be forgotten; the general sense of the area as 
‘ the clan possession ’ in which each member has his personal 
share or right will also fade away, especially with the abandon- 
ment of the old custom of periodic exchange of holdings which 
kept it alive, but which becomes impossible when time and labour 
expended for years past have produced well-cultivated fields and 
farms, and when records of title and maps of permanent holdings 

^ See Appendix to the chapter on the official classification of villages 
for statistical purposes, 

^ Even then the &c., are not made of equal size and value ; they 

are larger or smaller according to the number of houses and families in 
each. 


MmOE VARIATIONS IN JOINT-VILLAGE FORMS 333 

have been prepared. Under the system of dividing the land into 
lots composed of several pieces of different soils, there will be, 1 
suppose, a gradual tendency for original differences to disappear 
under long cultivation, manuring, and watering ; fields will then 
be voluntarily exchanged, and by these means holdings will in 
time become consolidated lots in one place. 

(2) But in the communities which 1 have called the ^ ime 
hliaidcJidrd,^ and of which the Aira-kherfi estate in the Mathura 
district ^ is a perfect example, there are several natural varieties 
if not subsequent modifications. It will be remembered that in 
all these cases of clan-holdings and fraternities growing up on 
the spot there is never anything in the nature of holding ‘ in 
common.^ Certain large divisions may be established at an 
early stage of the growth of the body, and within these the 
household lots or shares for the later descendants in each group 
are added on, one by one, as the families increase. In these 
cases very large areas are usually occupied ; and the first modi- 
fication they undergo is that some of the family groups within 
each main division, having each built separate groups of houses, 
but regarding themselves as offshoots from the parent village 
and not at first disconnected from it, gradually blossom out into 
completely separate villages. Thus a large estate in the Hamir- 
PUR district called Kheraila-khas, and containing 28^ square 
miles, was divided into six main thoh or sections, and these have 
now become separate village estates. So in the same district, 
Patara, an estate of over 9,000 acres, was divided into twelve sec- 
tions (there called heJiri\ which have become as mauy ‘ villages.’ 
The building of the separate residence, the increase of the houses, 
and the consequent completion of the village establishment, is 
what makes the separate ‘ village : ’ the lands belonging to it 
may still be scattered, and only brought into an aggregate in the 
official registers. But sometimes a large portion of the land 
happens to lie in one block, and then in the course of time out- 
lying fields will be exchanged, and so the village and its land 
will be brought into a ring fence. Lastly, special customs of 
distributing the revenue charges according to standard valuation 
lots (cft/c, &c.) will be given up in favour of paying according to 


^ Described at p, 282 ff , ante. 
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the differential acreage-rates for soils established for assessment 

purposes by the Eevenne-Settlement Officer. 

But the method of sharing also shows some variation. Thus, 
in the Banda district, if the village was composed of no more than 
the three chief varieties of soil— Qmr, -jparwa, and rdMr—it was 
not necessary to make any complicated artificial lots, and for 
valuation of the holdings ; it was sufficient to treat the members 
of the community as holding each a certain number of llghl 
measures of land ; but the /ag/ia of the worst soil was in fact two 
or three times as large as the Ifighd of the best soil. In VIain- 
PDKi, examples occur of villages in which advantage was taken of 
the natural belts into which the cultivation in the North-West 
Provinces generally is observed to fall : there is the gauMn, or 
land nearest the village site (central group of homesteads), which 
is always well irrigated and easy to manure, and is thus the most 
valuableandmostsuccessfully cultivated ; next there is the manjhu, 
or ‘ middle land,’ not quite so good, because not so easily supplied 
with manure, and irrigation is perhaps less certain ; lastly, there is 
the hdrM, ov outlying zone of the poorest soil, probably rarely 
manured and largely dependent on the rainfall. Each holding 
will be represented on the basis of an artificial tor (or taim^hlghl) 
made up of a certain area in each zone of the best, middle, and 
outer land.^ The holdings here are scattered, but very much 
less so than under the elaborate system of soil classification 
sometimes followed— such, for instance, as that noted from the 
Basti district.® 

I have not met with other specific forms of originally various 
(or afterwards modified) bhaiachdnl custom. The ‘ bhaiilcMra, lot 
or share ’ must naturally vary with the simplicity or complexity' 
of the actual soil distribution in the village. In a very uniform 

1 Banda S. B, p. 40. So that when the revenues are distributed at a 
uniform sum ‘ per hlgM,' the payment is in fact fairly equal. 

s North-West Provinces Gazetteer, iv. 600. Thus, in one village the 
standard lot was large, viz. 90 higlias (actual measure), composed of 
25 of the best + SO of the middle + 35 of the poorest. In another village, 
where the lots were numerous and consequently smaller, I find 819 lots 
each of 24 actual Mghas (6 of the best + 8 of the middle + 10 of the outer 

soil-zone). . 

® See p. 291, ante. 
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locality the shares may be of the simplest description ; ^ where 
the soil varies much each share or lot will be a very composite 
one. In the latter case serious practical difficulty is to be 
looked for in the future. The tendency in such estates (as 
notedj e.g.^ in the Etawa S. R., which is worth consulting on the 
subject), is for the shares to become excessively subdivided ; 
and then the fact that the holding is already perhaps in three 
or five or more portions tells awkwardly ; for each portion has 
to undergo the same process of subdivision. The result is that 
unless the cultivators are of superior energy, or are able to 
devise some remedy and to send off their surplus hands to some 
other occupation, they will surely fall into poverty and lose the 
ownership altogether. In this district, the prospects of the 
much divided hhcmlchdrd estates are not very promising : the 
Settlement Officer notices that the x^atwdn (village accountant) 
is the only person who knows how to keep the accounts of 
the numerous little separate holdings, and how to apportion the 
revenue payment ; he rules them all accordingly ; th^ pamayat 
has ceased to exist, and ‘ self-government ’ is a delusion. 

(3) The ancestral-share, or ])cdtiddT% villages are the most 
likely to change of any. Here it will be remembered that, 
theoretically, if a man owns (owing to his place in the genea- 
logical table) say ^ of of ^ (== of the jpctUi or main branch 
to which he belongs, he ought to be holding of the cultivated 
area, to be entitled (on partition) to the same fraction of the 
waste, and to be paying of the assessed land revenue and 
common expenses of the But long before the village has 

got to this number of small shares it will probably be found 
that the correct fractions ^ have been partially, at any rate, lost 
sight of. The causes are several ; they are sometimes natural, 

^ It is to be regretted that the method of sharing in the large Jihlam 
clan-estates or -villages {ante, p. 270) is not on record. I believe, however, 
that it is by simple plough-lands allotted in each group according to the 
requirements of the households at the time, there being great similarity 
of soil throughout. 

^ It will always be remembered that the arithmetic of vulgar fractions 
was not known in former days to the village population, any more than it 
Was to the devisers of the extraordinarily clumsy provisions (as they appear 
to us) for dividing the estate under the Muhammadan law of inlxeritance. 
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but still more often tliey are the result of external pressure on 
the village resources. In the first place, after the co-sharers 
had gone through a certain term of practical experience of 
working their separate shares, it must often have proved that 
two portions designed to represent perfectly equal fraction al- 
shares are by no means equal in working value ; at least, they 
are not equally productive in the hands of the actual holders. 
When this inequality is general, the co-sharers will probably 
not alter the holdings, but will give up the attempt to distribute 
the charges according to the proper (corresponding) fractions, 
and will agree to a lack (as it is called), which will re-distribute 
the burdens in a more equitable manner. And then the hold- 
ings themselves rarely remain .unaltered in extent : one man 
finds himself able to cultivate more waste land and increases 
his holding ; another sells a part of his share to his neighbour, 
or becomes poor and leaves the village, in which case his holding 
is distributed perhaps between not more than two who are willing 
to undertake to pay the revenue ] or it is absorbed by .the head- 
man, &c. This goes on till a great many sharers have more or 
less than their true fraction. But a still more fruitful cause of 
change is the heavy lump-assessment laid on the village by 
some former rapacious native governor; all the holders had 
then to pay what they could and to cultivate what they could 
to make up the total and avoid being ruined or ejected from 
their ancestral home. Possibly, too, they would have to call in 
outsiders to help ; and these may have needed to be coaxed by 
promises of admission as co-sharers or as tenants with special 
privileges — such as paying nothing beyond the Government 
assessment on their land. Case after case occurs in our records 
where this has actually happened. In the Panjab it was indeed 
the normal state of things under successive Sikh governments ; 
with them it was the regular plan to take everything that could 
be got, from everyone — no matter whether he was owner or 
tenant — who held land. Shares then ceased to have much 
practical value ; and it is not surprising that the correct scale 
was often forgotten or voluntarily abandoned or altered, while 
the village body were unwilling to give up their ancestral lands 

Hence division by fractions was always a roughly and clumsily per- 
formed operation. Of. p, 268, ante. 
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en Hoc they possibly could help it. After some years, or 
perhaps a generation or two, it is too late to rectify the shares, 
when better times come round ; the larger holders will stand 
out for their de facto holding on the ground of their larger pay- 
ments ; the weaker ones will have to submit ; and the only relief 
is that the existing revenue assessment can, by law, be distri- 
buted in accordance with the actual holdings, or at rates per 
acre, of the different kinds of soil. 

I expect also that irregularity must frequently have arisen 
f*rom the mode in which the land was held before formal parti- 
tion.^ Each co-sharer gets possession of a certain home-farm, 
or sl.r land ; and this he continues to hold on the understanding 
that when a regular partition is demanded he will have to sub- 
mit to give or take as the case may be ; for the land held by 
each in this way may be more or may be less than the proper 
fractional share of the whole village, or of any section of it. 
When at last a partition is made, there is a struggle, in which 
each sharer hopes to keep what he has previously been enjoying ; 
and it is quite possi})le that some irregularity is submitted to by 
the weaker members, and that the stronger come off the gainers. 
But, whatever the cause of the inequality, it is first made 
tolerable by dropping the fractions, as far as revenue payment is 
concerned, and making the charges cori'espond to the area 
actually held. In the end the villages frequently consent to 
remain ^ as they are.’ Sometimes they will allow the de facto 
holdings to be recorded, and then, of course, the change is 
stereotyped. Sometimes they will desire to have the proper 
list of shares recorded, but the possession does not, in fact, 
correspond ; this means that there is some lingering idea that 
one day or other the coiTect shares will be restored. But it 
must be remembered that there is in most communities con- 
siderable pride taken in the pattiddn form, as being intimately 
connected with the maintenance of the family dignity ; and I 
have given an instance of at least one district where the co- 
sharers agreed to correct the existing holdings either by sur- 
render of excess lands, or by making up to those whose holding 
was deficient, by means of a special allotment out of the 
culfcurable common waste.^ 

^ See posi, p. 847. ^ Anie, p. 323. 
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It is also frequently observed that, while de facto holding 
has been acquiesced in as regards the old cultivated land, the 
' manorial ’ profits of the waste lands, or from fruits, grass, 
grazing fees, house-dues, and other miscellaneous sources, are 
still divided on ancestral shares, and that the cultiirable waste- 
will be partitioned on the ancestral shares also. In such cases 
we have estates partly held on shares and partly on de facto 
possession. This is one of the reasons why the official classi- 
fication provides a separate heading for ‘ imperfect ‘pctitiddn 
villages, ’ which means that part of the land is undivided, and 
possibly also that the divided and undivided portions are sliared 
on difierent principles. It may be added that for the same reason 
an f imperfect hhaimhdm ’ may exist ; part of the land may be 
retained in common ; and there may be cases where a different 
principle has been introduced in the two portions. (I do not, 
however, know of any such, at least in the real ' customary 
share ’ class of village.) 

If we tabulate the variations of the a^icesfrallif -shared villaijes^ 
we have : 


1. Held on fairly correct shares ; 

at least the principle is acknow- 
ledged throughout.^ 

2. Held partly de facto (home farms 

out of proportion to the correct 
share) } and the rest (common 
land, profits of a miscellaneous! 
kind, &c.) divided on the correct 
ancestral shares. I 


a. Separate (existing) pos- 
session has become un- 
alterable by record in the 
Papers of Settlement, 
k Separate possession has 
not been recorded. 


3 . 


/ 


a. 


Ancestral shares have become com- J 
pletely lostor upset and disused. | 


5 . 


\ 


Existing possession fixed 
by record. 

Only a list of shareholders 
recorded, and cultiva- 
tion arranged for each 
year.^ 


^ These occur where the land is partitioned, and also where the whole 
land is held by tenants, and managed by one man on behalf of an 
undivided body, who share the profits ancestrally. 

® Mr. Whiteway, author of the Mathura 5.IL, informs me that such 
cases do exist, but are very rare. 
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The eifect of heavy revenue-assessments in producing tenure 
modifications is not confined to fattidarl villages ; it may be 
observed in any class ; it may break down whatever system of 
shares existed. It was doubtless this oppression that led to the 
bhejhamr custom, which prevailed at one time, especially in the 
districts of Banda, Allahabad, &c.^ Here, quite irrespective of 
any original or theoretical distribution of burdens, the revenue 
charge was in former days periodically redistributed so as to 
suit the actual cultivation of each member ; and the liability of 
an insolvent member was distributed rateably among the others. 
This was done, not because they held the land in common, which 
they never did, but because they were still one clan or one 
^ wide-kindred,’ as the case might be, and this was the most 
feasible mode of preserving their united existence as land- 
holders. Over-assessment, too, must have led to various arrange- 
ments for admitting new cultivators; and especially to the 
absconding or withdrawal of some of the co-sharers, who some 
years later would seek to be readmitted, but most probably 
would be allowed a smaller holding than they had once enjoyed, 
and perhaps an inferior position. 

In the G ujRat district of the Panjab, Mr. Tapper ^ notices 
how oppression under Ahmad Shah Durani led various sections 
of different tribes or families to club together and effect ‘ a 
much greater concentration of the village communities’ than 
had existed before. We have seen how, in distant Kachar,^ the 
settlers formed joint-stock communities, doubtless to enable 
them unitedly to meet the revenue charge, and to ward off 
internal interference with their affairs. And so they did under 
the visahadi system in Nforth Madras. In some of these cases 
we observe the effect of a sense of strength given by voluntary 
combination; but in others, as in the Gujrat district, the 
elements combining were already tribal, or at least kindred 
groups, and the natural sense of tribal-union maintained the 
combination ; but each group kept to itself, and formed a distinct 

^ This custom is fully described in L. 8. B. I, ii. 143. It was certainly, 
while it lasted, an expression of the solidarity of the village; as all 
consented to a periodical readjustment of their proportionate payments, 
and in some cases to a correction of holdings. 

CtisL Law, ii, 31. 


^ Ante, p. 140. 
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/ar/j or section of the village. In most cases, too, the result of 
heavy exactions was to confuse the co-sharers with their tenants 
and cultivators : ‘ responsibilities were imposed on the founder s 
kin, or immigrant outsiders indifferently.’ Naturally, in after 
times, the outsiders, who had borne the burden equally with 
the nominal ^ owners,’ claimed their just privilege, and the 
modern Eevenue Law cut the knot by creating for them a 
special status of mojlilz maqhilm, or ‘proprietors of the holding,’ 
without any interest in the general management of the village or 
share in the common lands or miscellaneous profits of the whole. ^ 
There is also a curious feature connected with the ■patiidarl 
principle of sharing w^hich is observed in Oudh and the North- 
West Provinces and possibly elsewhere. It will be found in cases 
where the existing proprietors are groups of families which had 
established their over-lordship over a number of village-areas 
already existing ; and they have declined to accept the existing 
xdllages as the ‘ shell ’ into which the growing communities will 
fit. As the landlord family multiplied, it partitioned, and then 
the sections partitioned again. Such a partition might have 
given, say, a single village to each branch of the kindred, and 
that would be subdivided into &c., for the lesser branches ; 
then we should have a number of separate and compact village- 
estates, each owned by the descendants of the particular head 
to whom the village was allotted. But very often, actuated 
by a desire to secure a more equitable division of the property, 
the heads of groups who were to receive the separate inajor- 
shares got part of their allotment in one geographical village, 
and part in another, or in several others; so that here the 

^ This is only one way in which such cases of limited or secondary 
proprietary-right to plots of land within the village estate come to exist. 
In other cases such persons have been recognised in view of tlie feet that 
odginally they were fall proprietors, but their rights had been overborne 
by the growth of a new general proprietary body over their heads as, e.g.^ 
in the case of the mdlih maqhuza in Central Provinces villages, or with 
the ^amziddr and musliaMisiddr in parts of the North West-Provinces. 

It must be remembered that in the old days the village * solidarity ’ 
was much more felt than it is now, and that there were many cases (even 
in the North-West Provinces) where tenants were welcomed to help 
cultivate, and %o one thought of taMng rent from them^ The burdens 
were distributed rateably over the whole, and all paid alike. 
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estate^ or vdaMl (group of lands held under one title), has to 
be gathered together on paper, and cannot be a compact area 
on the ground. In the ^Azamgarh district, for example, to 
which I have so often referred for illustrations from its 
curiously subdivided villages, ‘one ])aUl may hold its laud 
in one or two mcmzas (geographical or survey village), another 
pedM in another mauza or two, and a third imttl in a third, 
while all the pattls hold in the remaining mcmzas ; but gener- 
ally all the pattls have shares in all the mauzast ^ As the 
families are much attached to certain places of residence, 
which , are also divided, it happens that many groups of land 
belonging to one section of a family, have no village site : the 
owners continue to reside at some other centre. Such areas 
are technically said to be he-cirdgJu^ or ^ without a lamp.’ it is 
often only the larger and important villages that are finally sub- 
divided down to the household shares ; in others the lands for the 
whole jjaf have long ago been defined, but the families witliiii 
the pattl manage their holding jointly — very probably collecting 
and dividing the rents obtained froin the tenants. This pecu- 
liarity, it will be observed, affects the land ; it does not alter 
the aucestral shares or the constitution of the groups of fami- 
lies. Such groups may be subject to the loss of their correct 
shai^e-system and so forth, just as if they were enjoying a com- 
pact area of land. 

(4) I have made this head — for the remaining villages, 
sometimes colonist groups and sometimes of other origins, in 
which neither the tribal nor the pattuldn methods of division 
are followed. Colonist villages— known to have had that origin — 
have been described as a well-known feature of the South-eastern 
Panjab. But when we have taken note of those hioimi origins 
which we can classify, there are still a large number of villages 
found here and there with local, special, or apparently exceptional 
methods of sharing, of which tlie origin is not always knowun 
Any small tribal or family group may locally adopt some method 
of sharing which is peculiar. Thus, among the Ghakar clans of 
the Northern Panjab, in an Hldga or tribal territory called Sohan, 
tlie allotment of lands was made with reference to military 

^ AzimgarU 8. E. ‘Governineut Review,’ § 2. 

J6zW/§§ 326-8, pp. 92, 9i5. 
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rank, as liorsetnan, or foot- sold ier, or asdml (ordinary person). 
The share for the former was one-tliird as nuidi again as the 
latter. For family purposes tlie ^ horseman ' share was divided 
ijito four smn (=hoof). And so in a village in the Hazara 
district I have noticed shares (called diuft) each subdivided into 
foor pair (=feet), and each pair into four iihnrsandi (or toes).( 
'Jliese are some of the exceptional and local cases. 

A much more widely spread mode of sharing is found in 
the Panjab, and occasionally in the North-West Provinces ; we 
are led to suppose that the villages adopting it are frequently 
groups of voluntary associates. It is observed when cultivation 
is carried on by means of irrigation-wells. The settlers have 
combined to sink the number necessaiy, and shares in the village 
are reckoned by shares in the wells which water, or at least 
partially protect, the whole arable portion. One well, with the 
area nominally attached to it, will be divided among three sharers, 
another among six, and so on. The actual watering is managed 
by each sharer taking possession of the well apparatus, attaching 
his own bullocks, and working it (letting the water run into 
his own channels) for so many hours in the working day, or on so 
many days in the week. In the Jhansi district, North-West Pro- 
vinces, there are whole villages (called hlahadl villages) worked, 
in this way ; but there is a peculiarity in the management, as all 
the fields are not always irrigable, nor the same .fields under crop ; 
so tlie revenue is assessed in a lump sum per ^ well/ covering 
both the land regularly watered and the outlying fields, whicli 
can only occasionally in favourable seasons get irrigated,^ 

In villages of uniform soil, another common mode of shaxung 
is to divide the land into lots (of varying number of acres), 
called ploughs/ the unit being the quantity of land which it is 
supposed one pair of oxen can ixlough. If necessary, the ^ plough ' 
is subdivided into Mmllocks/ and each ‘ bullock ’ into Megs.'*' 
Sometimes the division is effected by counting the cattle and 
allotting the area into so many portions representing each ^ one 
bullock’ — -one family will hold two, another ten, and so on. 
Here the only ^ joint ’ element in the village is the 'common 

, L, S, B, I. ii. 639. ^ North-West Provinces Gazetteer^ ii. 281. 

See L. i?. I. ii. 143. 
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waste ’ allotted to tlie village, and recorded as their joint- 
property, and the common responsibility for the land revenue ; 
the actual holdings are, and always have been, separate. 

It is hardly necessary to specify sepai^ately, as cases of 
modification, the change of a joint-village of one form into a 
village of another form, by sale, or grant, or by some voluntary 
adoption of a new plan of holding. Yet such cases do occur. 
I have elsewhere given an account of a village in the Tirohaii 
imrgwMb (Bai^^da distinct) where a Ihmdchdrd village became 
granted to three Brahman proprietors, and so technically became 
a 'paUidCvn village. A village called Tura was another case in 
which part became held under one principle and part under 
another.^ The largest class of transformation cases is where 
the old constitution has been lost completely, without any 
apparent or traceable grant, purchase, or usurpation of over-lord 
rights — where, indeed, no definite explanation can be given. 

(5) And this will serve to remind us that after enumerating 
the varieties and hiown modifications of the several forms of 
village, it is necessary to take account of the many villages 
which, having made no objection to the joint liability under the 
North-west Land- revenue system, and having accepted the 
common area of waste attached to their group, are reckoned as 
^joint-villages,’ and yet there is no trace of any particular 
foundation, or of any share- system ; the cultivated land is 
held simply on the basis of de-facio j)ossessio7i — i.e. every 
member of the community has come to hold a certain area of 
land — how, he does not know. 

Each holding is enjoyed in complete severalty, hut the 
whole village admits its joint responsibility for the revenue. 
Should it happen that there is a waste area to be divided, the 
division will take place hash-rasad-Miewat — according to the 
px’oportion of land held in the arable, or to the amount of revenue 
paid. Even if this ^ possession ’ is believed to represent a 
modification of wii earlier system of regular ancestrcd or other 
shares, still it is now irrevocable. But very often nothing is 
remembered ; and the holders say that their holding was always 

^ Both the cases are given in detail in L, S. B. L ii. 147, 148, and 
need not he further described here. 
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merely according to what they wanted or could manage (Icmld 
hash maqdtlr), or that their holding was what ' Providence gave 
(dclcl illdhi). 

In some such cases, possession is now the sole measure of 
right in the arable land ; but the existence of ancestral 
or other shares is acknowledged as regards the waste and the 
manorial profits. These cases have been already alluded to. 

There is, however, one class of cases in which de-fad o 
possession ’ is the sole measure of right throughout, in which it 
is highly probable that original shares are unknown because 
there never were any ; the villages were originally Taiyaiirdrl, 
and no landlord family happened to have acquired them. Such 
villages merely became ^ joint’ by the example of the neighbour- 
ing estates and the application of the prevalent Land-revenue 
system. 

In some districts such a change has been artificially effected. 
For example, in the little province of Ajmer (the only British 
possession in Eajputana), the villages were miyatwdrl^ but were 
brought unde-rthe North-West Provinces Settlement, and made 
‘joint ’ by the grant in common of the adjacent waste ; but the 
joint responsibility was so little adapted to the circumstances of 
the communities that at the later Settlements it has been 
virtually abrogated. 

In the Central Provinces the same thing happened, only 
in a peculiar form ; for there the whole village was not treated 
as the joint proprietary body, but the headman, or more fre- 
quently the Maratha Revenue manager, or mul-yiizcir (as he was 
afterwards called), was made sole proprietor, onl}?- vuth large 
reservations of the rights of the original cultivators ; so that 
there we have the peculiar feature of landlord-villages, only that 
the landlords have no power of interference with the rent- 
payments, or with the management of a considerable portion of 
their tenants.^ 

Then, again, there are the districts, like Kangra and Kuraaon, 
where, as we have seen, there were no villages, but the hamlets 
have been aggregated into circles, and certain areas of common 
waste and forest given to each, and so the circles have been 

^ The Ajmer and the Central Provinces systems are fidly described in 
L. B, B, L voL iL 
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formed into villages. The same thing happened with the 
isolated ‘ wells ’ in the South-western Panjab. Here the Icmd 
has practically come to be a bond of union, as the separate farms 
formed into groups have accepted the joint constitution ; they 
have even adopted the custom of pre-emption, basing it, as 
might be expected, on the principle of mere contiguity or 
vicinage. ^ Individuals,’ writes Mr. Eoe,^ ^ have sunk wells in 
the waste, receiving a grant from Government of from sixteen 
to fifty acres of land ; and where such grants lie near together 
they have been formed into a village and the intervening waste 
thrown in as common land. I myself as Settlement Officer, 
have created several such villages in the Montgomery and 
Multan Bar ” dry tract. More were so erected under native 
rule, and very probably in some cases the families have come 
together of their own accord.’ In these isolated and afterwards 
artificially aggregated holdings, some curious customs of right 
have sprung up. In the first place, in many cases, families of 
some pretension have gained the over-lordship over such villages, 
or, may be, over a considerable tract of country, and have been 
able to exact a kind of over-lord fee.^ Sometimes the landlord 
also settled a cultivator under w^hat is known as the adlilCipl 
custom, by which the cultivator who sinks the well (without which 
tillage would be impossible) becomes customary owner of iiaJf 
the land, and the landlord of the other half ; very frequently 
the well-sinker would also permanently occupy the landlord’s 
half, paying him rent for it. Under this state of things also 
appears another custom, the Izasur Jfhimr (= eater of fractions), 
where the owner of the land employs someone with capital to 
sink the well, and the latter receives certain dues (kasur-sil-cdh) 
or portion of the produce ' for the bricks of the well.’ In Sikh 
days, the local governors often ignored the over-lord, and assumed 
their own right to locate settlers on caJe^ or allotments of waste. 
These settlers were then able to sink wells and hold on what is 
called a calccldri tenure. It might be that the grantee (caMdr) 
was unable himself to sink the well, and put in a tenant who 

^ Tribal Law in the Fanjdh, p. 8, and note, 

^ See L, S. B, I, ii. 661, and iii., chax')ter on Sindli. It was in this 
way that the ‘ zamindari ’ rights in Sindli grew up over aggregates of scat- 
tered settlements which answered to villages. 
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(lid so ; in siicli a case tlie tenant became irremovable, and is 
now recorded as ‘ inferior proprietor; ’ he is entitled to take tlie 
produce after paying the revenue, the over-lord’s haq^ or fee, if 
there is one, and certain dues (in kind and called Imsur) to the 
(UiMmT. 

While time and circumstances have thus produced many 
varieties in the holding of village lands, there has been one 
thing that has j^erhaps tended to preserve the constitution to 
some extent, and that is tlie facility with which the revenue and 
other burdens can be specially distributed over the holdings by 
a or scheme in which (without altering the extent and 
character of the holdings themselves) earlier methods of fractional 
or artihcal-lot valuation are given up and the revenue is dis- 
tributed over the actual holding, either by an all-round acreage- 
rate sufficient to cover the total sum, or by different acreage rates, 
which vary with the value of the soil, or by some other method. 
Mr. D, G. Barkley enumerates eight such methods, used in the 
l^anjab ; ^ but this includes the methods which are normal, viz. 
where the payment is according to the proper or theoretical shares. 
Omitting these, the other methods adopted are — (1) to pay by a 
rate on each whole well (Mhgdrt), (2) by a rate on thea^otualjploughs 
possessed by each co-sharer Qialsiln\ (8) by an alWomid acreage 
rate, (4<) by rates varying with reference to the land being 
irrigated or unirrigated — i,e. dependent on rain-fall, (5) by rates 
on the several deseripHons of soil, (6) by a rate on the houses or 
families (garh sdrl) proportionate to the number and ability of 
each, (7) by a rate according to the cattle possessed (dum sdrl 
— i.e. counting ‘ tails.’) Whatever general method is in force, 
there may be different ways of applying it. It may be, for 
instance, that rents of the tenant lands, and rents, usually 
light, applied to the lands in the possession of the several co- 
sharers, are all levied and collected, or, at any rate, brought to 
account, at contract or customary rates. This sum, together 
with all miscellaneous and ^manoriar income added, is first 
applied to pay the revenue and rates and the common expenses of 
the village — entertainment of guests, repairs of village public 
buildings, and, I fear, we must add, bribes to officials, and cost 

^ See his Panjtlb edition of Thomason’s Directions to Bevenue Officers, 
p, 44. 
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of supplying free rations to man ami beast, as shown in tlio 
sliop-books of the grocer, the grain dealer, the moiiej-lender, or 
the Iieadmarij who disbursed them in the iirst instance, and 
then the surplus is distributed according to shares. Otherwise 
the proceeds of tenant-rents on the undivided land, and other 
items of general income, go to pay the revenue and expenses, 
and, if they do not sulBce, a rate is levied on the co-sharers’ 
holdings, according to one or other of the above methods, just 
sufficient to make up the total charges. Tliere are no profits, 
of course, under this latter system. 

It follows almost naturally, from this, to pass on to explain 
■what is usually meant by Iiolding a village 'in common,’ ' 1 do 
not here speak of the mere leaving to the common use and 
enjoyment a certain area of wuiste and grazing ground. Sueli 
land is often left undivided, not because of any inherent idea of 
community of goods of which this is a relic, but for reasons 
already stated. I refer to the areas where the 'whole villcaje is 
held ■ in common ’ by the proprietors themselves. This usually 
happens in villages where the community are the coheirs of one 
founder ; they are jealous of each other, and regard partition as 
likely to give an undue start to some one or more members, 
which will give him or them an advantage over the rest. More 
rarely it happens, when there is some peculiarity in the soil, or 
some other circumstances which make it desirable for the body 
either to cultivate the land, and, after paying the revenue and 
expenses, to divide the surplus on hnown shares, or else to 
manage the cultivation by an arrangement effected year by year ; 
each co-sharer takes up, for the year, such a plot as is assigned 
to him, without calling it his own; in that case each takes the 
produce of what he has actually cultivated; this is the most 
usual plan. 

In the Punjab, for example, I may quote Mr. Roe s deserip« 
tion ; and I believe that it correctly represents what ha|)pens in 
other places where there are undivided villages cultivated by 
the proprietors. Each co-sharer actually takes as his ‘■'home- 
farm ’ — ie* some area which he holds in possession, though as yet 
there has been no partition — and he enjoys the whole produce of 
that, either paying a light rent for it to the common fund or 
otherwise. After observing that tliere is no such thing as a 
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common Louse or common table, and that each family has its 
own ‘ house with its surroundings, the privacy of which is 
strictly guarded,’ Mr. Eoe continues : 

^Nor do we find . . . even in joint (i.e. undivided) villages, or 
even in joint holdings, that the produce of the cultivated lands is ever 
really brought to a common stock, and then distributed. Wliat 
happens in practice is that each cultivating proprietor takes the 
whole of the produce of whatever portion of the joint land he actually 
cultivates, and pays the land revenue assessed on it, and perhaps a 
light rent in addition. This rent, and ail rents paid by tenants, and 
all income derived from the waste, go to the common fund or 
jiudha ^ If there is any surplus, it is not distributed in cash, but 
the headmen with whom the administration of the common fund 
rests, if they do not embezzle it themselves, apply it to payment of 
the laud revenue, thus reducing the amount to be paid by each 
shareholder.’'^ 

From these considerations we shall now be able to summarise 
the actual varieties of the different kinds of village, as we have 
already summarised the various origins from which the bodies of 
owners sprang. A reference to the Appendix will then show 
how the official vernacular terms come into use, and how the 
classification adopted in all general i-etnrns is valueless as far as 
the real tenure disfmction is concerned^ 

(i.) The raiyatwdrX village, which has remained as such in all 
those provinces where no attempt has been made to establish 
middle-men, or to aggregate the separate holdings artificially, 
i.e. to make a general estate by including a portion of waste, 
Avhich may be partitioned, and imposing a joint responsi- 
bility for a lump sum of revenue assessed on the estate as a 
unit. 

(ii.) The zamindari Midlis, or * sole landlord ’ village, where 
one single person concentrates in himself the right to all the 
land and all the rents, tfec., in the village. 

(iii.) The zaminddrl mushtarka^ or jointly held, undivided 
village, where the body of nearly related agnates, descendants 
of one original landlord, own the village, and have not 

^ This term 1ms been explained above. 

Tribal Law in the Panjub^ p, 9. 
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divided it at by any fonn«‘il partition. In rare cases, 

a joint-holding, as I have remarked, may result from otlier 
causes. 

(iv.) The village partitioned and held on ane.estral shares — the 
legal, or fractional shares of the law or custom of inheritance 
pure and simple. Rarely these shares are correct or perfect ; 
but if the principle is acknoAvledged over the whole of the 
land, the village is rightly put in this class. We have in 
this case either the result of a formal partition made recently, 
or at all events sul)Soquently to a known period of previous 
xindivided holding ; but very often a state of division has 
immemorifilly existed. In most eases, however, it does result 
from the antecedent holding of some founder, or a small 
number of such founders whose names still adhere to the 
patM, or main sections. In certain cases it may be that a 
sufficiently numei'ous family has conquered or gained an 
estate, and has divided it out, on settling down, in micestral 
fractional sliares throughout. 

(y.) The purely tribal village, usually held in shares on some 
plan of equal holding, such as we see in the definitely tribal 
cases of Biiuchi and Pathan frontier villages, and in some 
large tribal villages in the North Panjab and elsewhere. 

(vi.) But we also include the ‘cultivating fraternities’ of 
‘ democratic ’ or non- monarchical clans, exhibiting many of 
the same features of connected groups of hamlets, occupying 
a large and continuous area. The shares are usually equalised 
lots made up of different soils, and subject to a peculiar mode 
of calculating value. These villages ought to be called (and 
only these) hhaidchara. 

(vii.) All villages held on ‘ploughs,’ ‘well-shares,’ and other 
‘ fancy ’ methods of allotment, always divided, which may be 
colonist-associations voluntarily formed out of more or less 
miscellaneous elements ; or they may be tribal or family 
groups, which have adopted this particular method for reasons 
which are not now discoverable. 

(viii.) We have also to add villages now retaining something of 
the corporate feeling, the relics of a family or a tribal union, 
but who have lost or never possessed any calculated share 
of the unit-estate, and have separate holdings, of which all 
that can be said is that possession is now the sole measure of 
interest. 

(ix.) Lastly, we may make a class, or rather two sub-classes, 
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for what are officially termed the ‘ imperfect^ forms of parti- 
tioned village estates. If a portion of the estate is left 
nndividedj this fact alone puts the village, for official pur- 
poses, into the ‘imperfect’ class, whether of pattiddrl or 
other. From a tenure point of view, this partial indivision 
is only interesting when it involves the fact that one method 
of sharing is applied to the divided cultivated land, ami 
another, mry probably the old or original scheme of the 
estate, to sharing the waste, or dividing the common profits. 
So that really this class gives us the ‘ transition ’ village, 
where the loss of the ancestral or some other kind of shar*6 
is not quite complete — the village is not yet wholly relegated 
to the eighth head, wdiere de-facto possession is alone recog- 
nised, This head, then, includes the ‘imperfect’ pattidfirl 
and the imperfect hkmdchd7% or any other kind of shared 
estate. 

With these nine heads of real difference and variety, it will 
now he easy to compare the heads of classification which were 
indicated in Mr. Thomason’s Directions to lievemte Officers in the 
forties ; these have, with singular infelicity, been adopted ever 
since for official purposes, the terms getting slightly, or some- 
times completely, misused in different places. 

The headings of the statistical tables are : * — 

(i,) ‘ Zaminddrl ’ generally employed , to mean either a sole 
landlord or an undivided body. I suppose because it was 
troublesome to write the distinguishing vernacular additions- - 
lihCtEs (sole), mnshtarhu (joint), wliich alone give any sense to 
the term. 

(ii.) Pattuldrl, divided on legal or ancestral shares, often, 
however, allowed to include other settled schemes of shares 
besides. 

(iii.) Imperfect paMldarl, partly so divided, ami including 
the large class where the two portions are shared in different 
ways, 

(iv.) BhaidcMrd^ which in the Panjab has been strangely 
appropriated ^ to mean villages held on possession onhj^ but which 

^ The raiyaiivafl village is acknowledged, but it does not appear in 
Mr, Thomason’s list, as such villages are not recognised under the North- 
West system, 

^ See Barkley’s edition of the Directio7iSj p. 44. 
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in practice, used to include also any kind of ‘ equal-lot; 

^ plough,’ ^ well/ or other kind of shares whicli are not ^ legal '' or 
‘ ancestral.’ ^ 

(v.) There is the ^ imperfect ’ form of No. 4, either when' 
there is merely part of the laud undivided, or where part is 
undivided, and also enjoyed on a different principle. 

If the ‘ imperfect ’ class is held to refer mainly to the fact 
that two jm/iis of a villarfe estate are held on different imnciidei^ 
then, of course, * imperfect ’ faMkldrl and imperfect bJiaidchdrd 
can be, and very often are, lumped together in official returns. 

In the light of our present knowledge of custom and our 
general interest in tenure-forms, such a classification is worst' 
than none at all. When it was first invented, it served as a 
rough and ready means of distinguisliing villages for office and 
administrative purposes. It had, and was intended to have, no 
other use or value. 

In conclusion, it may be well to remark that there is con- 
siderable practical difference betwern joint-villages held by 
owners of a completely non-agricultiiral caste and those held by 
flats and other agricultural communities. Tlie distinction is not, 
however, formal, nor does it give rise to actual variations of tenure. 

In the Punjab, it will be remembered that by far the larger 
number of villages are cultivated by the co-sharing families 
themselves ; even the women take a large share in the work. 
When there are tenants, it is because the co-sharers have more 
land than they can manage, and ai’e able to call in ^ tenants at 
will * ’ or because in the old. days a tenant class was associated to 
help in ‘ the founding/ or were called in to help cultivate more 
land to make up the heavy demands of the State Officers. 
Sometimes such tenants (or, may be, ^ inferior-proprietors ’) are 
reduced members of earlier, once proprietary, familii'S, or of 
grantees or other families who liave gained a footing in other ways. 
In such cases it is quite common to find ^ tenants ’ paying no 
rent — they are, in fact, only cultivators, just like the proprietors, 
with the exception that they have no concern in the profits of 
the estate and no voice in its management. But the revenue and 

^ E,g., the artificial villages of Ajmer and Kangra are so classed, and 
most of the Panjab tribal villages, which are really a class apart. 
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cesses are distributed rateably over the whole of the cultivated 
land — sharers and tenants alike. ^ 

In the North-West Provinces, again, it is much more 
common to find the village co-sharers non-agricultural ; and 
then either the whole land is managed by tenants who may or 
may not have been located by the owners, or, which is very 
common indeed, a large portion of the land is held by tenants 
who represent the original cultivating body over whom the 
‘ community ’ of proprietors grew up. In such, a case the whole 
estate may be simply managed by one man, who collects the 
rents and divides them, after pa3nng revenue and expenses. Or, 
more commonly, each co-sharer will have taken a certain holding, 
called his sir, or home-farm. This farm he cultivates by his own 
personal tenants and farm-labourers, while all the rest of the 
‘ tenant Lland is held by cultivators regarded as the tenants of the 
whole body. Frequently this area is not divided, for why should 
it be ? It is much easier to divide the rents collected by the head- 
man or other manager ; or perhaps these rents go en hloc to pay 
the revenue, and the surplus only is divided. In the Panjab we 
rarely hear anyone speak of sir lands, because the co-sharers 
generally work the whole of their share themselves, and such 
tenants as there are naturally appear as holding land under this 
or that co-sharer. 

In the Panjab the co-proprietors generally look for cultivating 
profits only. In the North-West Provinces they expect an 
income from rents, besides the yield of the home- farm. At least, 
that is the case with the largest class of villages. I believe the 
true hlicdilckdfu or cultivating fraternities are oftener cultivat- 
ing bodies of agricultural caste, or of one that has taken to 
cultivation. Contract-rents based on competition are much 
commoner in the North-West Provinces than they are in the 
Panjab. In the former, they are so common as to form the 
normal standard of the value of land for assessment purposes ; in 
the latter, they are neither sufficiently common nor really based 
on competition to furnish snch a standard ; they can only be 
referred to as a supplementary means of checking rates calculated 
in other ways, 

^ Mr, Whitewa^^ tells me that a few such cases may he found in parts 
of the North-West Provinces ; and were formerly common. 
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APPENDIX 

TIW DEFECTS OF THE OFFICIAL SYSTEM OF CLASSIFYING 
VILLAGES IN THE AGRICULTUBAL RETURNS 

It will readily be understood that the remarks made iu this note 
are not intended to criticise the published Agricultural Tenure 
Returns as they are iu themselves, and for the pmrly offixud or 
fidminii>t7xitive purjxms for which they were alone designed^ What 
I have to point out is (i.) that these returns are not only quite useless, 
but distinctly misleading, ybr any jw/rj^oses connected with the history 
of {nstitntions^ and as regards the interesting question of the sur- 
vival of the different tribal and family origins of the villages. 

The British Government has done much to preserve the Archa.'o- 
logical treasures of British India. Old buildings and inscribed 
monuments have been protected, repaired, and strengtliened ; 
elaborate drawings have been made, photogi'aphs taken, and 
measurements and sections placed on record in the invaluable 
Technical Art Series of the Imperial Survey Department. My 
plea is that something of the same interest should be shown by an 
attempt to preserve the archaeology of Indian institutions which do 
not exist in stone or in material monuments, but in customs and 
forms of tenure. I do not think it would be an impossible task, 
gradually, and after such modification of detail as must necessarily 
be made in any plan submitted, to take a kind of ce^isus of the 
^ joint '-villages of the Panjab, North-West Provinces, and Oudh, and 
to improve the general returns as regards the raiyatwarl provinces. 

(1) As to these last-named provinces : in Madras we wish to 
know the number, and if possible the population, whether mis- 
cellaneous or of chiefly one or two castes or tribes, of the purely 
raiyatwarl villages ; the number of villages included under ^iannn- 
dans or other great landlord estates ; and it might be possible to 
give for each district the number of villages in which mirdsi 
lights are in any degree of survival, carefully noting that ^nirdsi is 
used only to mean relics of old shares in the village land, and is 
7iot to include the hereditary ex-officio remuneration of village 
headmen, officers, artisans or servants, und the like, which have never 
decayed, and are part of the natural constitution of raiyatwarl 

^ Though it must be admitted that the obscurity or diversity of mean - 
ing which has been allowed to attach to the vernacular terms used must' 
have a tendency to produce error even for the purposes mentioned. 

A A 
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villages. The usual official record of villages held in free 

of revenue, or liable to a fixed reduced payment consolidated by 
‘ enfranchisement/ would conveniently be added, though they are 
of less interest from the tenure point of view.^ 

In Bombay it would surely be possible ^ to show the narwd and 
hhcigdctrl villages, which represent local survivals of the co-shared 
village, and the number of villages in the kasbatl estates. 

(ii) But it is in the provinces of Upper India that the returns 
fail to preserve any information regarding the real nature of the 
joint- villages which are there the prevailing form. 

It is necessary to explain that in the official classification used in 
the local returns® for the North-West Provinces and in the Imperial 
returns for Oudh and the Panjab (where the classification is added) 
the heads are derived from §§ 85 ffi of Thomason’s Directions to 
Revenue Officers, It must be admitted that these paragraphs, afford- 
ing an explanation of the system, are very obscure. In the Panjab 
edition of the work (1875) the attempt was made to elucidate them 
by adding explanatory matter in square brackets, but the result is 
not satisfactory. The whole classification was only intended to be 
provisional, and to suggest a few * obvious distinctions ’ which 
would assist the Settlement Officer in his attempts to understand 
the constitution of the villages. The degree of separation between 
the several properties, a matter of no interest to the tenure student 
except as already explained, is taken as a matter of distinction, which 
no doubt from the Collector’s point of view is really important. 

The heads adopted are : — 

(i.) Communal — zaniindarl, i.e. zamind(ir%-mu$htarka{'N)xQve there 
is but one landlord it is z, khdlis (§ 87 of the Directions). 

(ii.) Fattldarl — held in complete severalty (§ 88). 

(iii.) Bhaidchdrd — which the Directions does not define : the 
term is only mentioned afterwards in §§ 89, 93. The term is 
explained in the Panjdb edition, in an added par. (§ 104) ; but in 
this case the word is given a sense which is only partially 
adopted in the North-West Provinces and in direct contradiction 
to what is sometimes there meant. Bhaidchdrd thus appears to 

^ In Form I. (E 3), Madras is fairly complete; but it might be 
possible to add the number of villages in which mirdsl right is still 
recognised. 

* In the same Form I. (E. 8). 

^ In the Imperial form for the North-West Provinces, all details of 
•yillages-forms are omitted < and the vicious mode of recording the villages 
twice over under different heads increases the difficulty. 
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include everyth ing that is not patUddrl^ but especially to signify 
villages held * on possession’ as the only measure of right. 

(iv.) Imperfect pattuldrl — where part of the village estate is held 
undivided, and where very frequently the two parts are shared on 
different principles — only one retaining the original shares. 

(v.) Imperfect hJiaiuckdrd — ditto, ditto in bhaiaehara villages. 

ETow, considering that most of these terms are obscure, and that 
probably in no two District Reports are they used in exactly the 
same sense, it is quite intolerable that they should continue to sein*e 
as headings. 

A few remarks on each term will make the difficulty more evident . 

^ ZamindwrV This term implies simply that the land is 
held by a landlord or a pi'oprietor. The owner or co-shai'ing owners 
of the village are in fact peasant proprietors of tiie whole, arable 
and waste together. The term in itself has nothing whatever to do 
with ‘joint’ or ‘several,’ ‘communal’ or ‘individual.’ It only 
acquires these meanings when another word is added. Zamindarl 
l^Mis means that there is one landlord, a sole surviving sharer, or 
a sole owner, whose family has not yet branched out into a 
number of co-sharers. Zamindcirl mttshtarha^ again, means the 
‘ communal,’ or joint holding of a number of co-sharing proprietors 
whose interest is not separated by the several allotment of shares 
on the ground.^ There are villages of this kind almost always 
held by a body of co-heirs succeeding to a previous single owner ; 
and in this case they have their defined shares, though the holdings 
are not partitioned. Hence from a tenure point of view they are 
not distinguishable from pattidcm in the true sense of the word. 
Rarely there may be village estates held by a voluntary associa- 
tion ‘ in common.’ 

Patf/idarl was originally employed (and so Mr. Thomason seems 
sometimes, but not uniformly, to have employed it) to mean any kind 

^ Whether the whole phrase in the vernacidar was too long or what I 
do not know, but quite early they began to use zamindarl as if it meant 
‘ communal.’ Thus in an old law (Reg. xix. of 1814, sec. 80) zimieendciry 
was used to mean ‘joint-estates held in common tenancy, where all the 
sharers have a common right and interest in the whole estate without any 
separate title to distinct lands forming part of the estate.’ Strictly speak- 
ing, this definition is somewhat defective, as it omits the important 
qualification that every ‘ tenant ’ has a defined share, most commonly a 
legal fractional share, on which the profits and burdens, though not the 
land itself, are in theory divided. Property is only held in common when 
there are no fixed shares and each takes what he needs. 
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ol village, so long as it was divided out on tlie ground into distinct 
shares or lots. ^ But it soon came to mean, and now ought always 
to be restricted to, pure pff.ffularl- -i.e. where onli/ the ancestral or 
t'radional shares of the law of inheriUince are recognised. In this 
sense I have uniformly employed the term in this book ; nor is it 
necessary that the shares should be strictly accurate, as long as the 
principle is accepted througlioid the village estate. 

Li tlie Panjab, some District Beports use the word as including 
eifJwr ancestral or customary shares, which is fatal^ 

‘ Bhxtidcharil..' This term is the most unfortunate of all, since it has 
now lost all definite meaning ; and a column so headed in the returns 
is a "van'itable statistical melting-pot in which all sorts of interesting 
origins and varieties are confused together. Properly, in its original 
sense (as used in Duhcan^s early P»,eport of 1796 on the Benares 
co-shared villages), it means held on the custom of the brotherhood — 
Lc. by the association of families, usually a clan grown up out of 
one single family on a large available area which fortune preserved 
for them till they had filled it all. It implies that peculiar method 
of equal allotment of which the type is best illustrated by the oft- 
quoted Mathura Jfit villages,- and Mr. Whiteway correctly uses the 
term accordingly. Holdings made np of specimens of each kind 
of soil are the characteristic. This is the true (1) sense. 

But the term has also got to be used (2) for all kinds of share 
systems, viz. by Gvells,’ ^ ploughs/ Ax., other than the legal or ancestral 
[paffiddrt) .shares, and (3) to include also all villages in which shares 
have become wholly extinct or never existed, and where defacto 
possession is now the sole measure of right. In the PaxjIb the 
term is officially provided to be used for the cases where the shares 
‘ Iia\'e become quite extinct, and each man’s holding is or has become 
tlio sole measure of his right ’ (Barkley’s edition of the Directions, 
§ 104). But even in the Panjah this use is not uniformly kept to ; 
c.//. the artificial Kangra villages are shown as ‘ hhaidchdrd,^ and 
so are many of the tribal frontier villages, where the shares are not 

^ It is so used, e.g., in an old Act (I. of 1841). It is evident that 
in § 8B Mr. Thomason so uses it, while in § 93 he clearly uses it in the 
restricted sense. 

^ In practice, the Panjab returns have the effect of ignoring all tenure 
distinctions except — 

1. Undivided or sole. 

o ‘lA* 1 f i. on any hind of shares. 

2. Divided i .. ^ ^ ^ , . 

t u. on no shares, but possession only. 

® Ante^ p 282 ff. 
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in the least extinct, but perfectly definite, only that they are not 
a ucestral — e.g. are per -capita shares. In the North - W est Piu;>v i ^v. rus 
the term is variously used in different districts, sonietimes to nus'ui 
the de-facto possession and extinct-share class, sometimes to mean the 
real old custom of the ‘ democratic ’ cultivating fraternity. 

The resulting confusion is easily understood ; the Imperial com* 
piler of Priycincial tables cannot know in exactly what sense the 
term has been used ; nor can tlie Frocuickd compiler know exactly 
in what sense each District ofrieer lias used tlie word. 

Under any general head of this kind, in the tables, wa therefore 
lind throimi together iridiscriia.ioaidif tlie following varieties 

(i.) Real hhmachrtrd villages of the * cultivatiiig-fraternity ” type 
(Mathura, Jfits, etc.). 

(ii,) Fanjab tribal- villages where tlic ancestral scale is not. fol- 
lowed tln'ouglioiit. 

(iii.) Pattiddrl villages which liave acquiesced in the complete, 
or virtually complete, loss of the share-scale, and are held Um posscjs- 
sion.’ 

(iv.) Villages held on shares in ‘ wells,’ on ‘plouglts,’ shares uf 
‘ bullocks,’ &c., &c. 

(v.) All kinds of villages held on de facto possession of holdings. 

(vi.) Artificial aggregates of individual holdings, i.e, villages 
converted under the revenue- system (Kiingra, Kumaon, dhansi, 
Ajmer, <tc.). 

The student of village-tenures who calls to mind the distinctions 
I have endeavoured to explain and illustrate in this book by exam- 
ples taken from ‘real life’ wdll regret the confusion of so many 
interesting varieties in one undistinguished heap. The ‘ imperfect ’ 
classes (of pattiddrl and bhamchdrd) are, as 1 have remarked, some- 
times lumped togetiier ; in which case, since a majority of shared- 
villages have so'me land still in common, the result is that a large 
proportion of tlie whole number escape any distinctive classificatitHi 
whatever, 

I think that any final list of new heads to be adopted will 
naturally i-equire local consicieration ; and a writer at a distance 
cannot satisfactorily produce one offhand. But I venture to think 
that some principles may be suggested which may usefully be borne 
in mind. Vernacular terms wdil perhaps liave to be retained because 
of the local compilers who do not use English. It might be possible 
to distinguish 

(I.) (zuminddrl Mdiis) Villages where tliere is 07ie landlord- - 



858 


THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


wliether paying revenue or holding revenue free — will naturally be 
distinguished. It is for consideration whether it would be advisable 
to confine the term to villages of native origin, and not apply it to 
mere plots of granted land, or to leases under the waste-land rules. 
The head of ^ undivided villages ’ (z. 't)ms]itarka) also calls for no 
alteration ; except that surely we might distinguish between cases of 
co-heirsliip, and the rarer cases of a joint-holding for some local con- 
venience or by some voluntary association. 

(II.) Patfida.rl should be uniformly and solely used for the 
village divided on the legcd or ancestral shares tlmnighoiit^ and as 
long as the principle is acted on, even though the shares of land are 
not quite correct, and though the revenue-assessment is not paid in 
eoiTesponding fractions. 

(III.) ^Villages on a mixed system ' should, for a tenure study, 
be separately recorded, meaning those in %vhich there is a difierent 
mode of sharing recognised in difierent portions of the wdiole village — 
e.g, where in the divided lands the ancestral shares have been lost 
and de-facto possession is recognised, but wdiere in the common or un- 
divided land, and for miscellaneous profits, the ancestral shares are 
still followed. 

The term hhaidchdra as a heading should be abolished, or 
confined strictly to the old ‘ equal lot ' or artificial (bhcokvddi-bir/hd, 
taiizidnghd^ &c. &c.) system. The Panjab use should be altogether 
abandoned, as there is really no excuse for it, since villages held on 
possession only can much better be called Qahzewdo\ Whatever is 
done, however, with regard to terms, it %vould surely be possible to 
distinguisli — 

(IV.) Frontier tribaV villages, noting the number that are held 
on the ancestral shares throughout, and not merely as regards the 
principal divisions, while the interior shares are Mmldvesh. 

( Y.) Villages held by clans grown up on the spot, or old ‘ culti- 
vating fraternities,' having some form of equal allotment or artificial 
measures made up of specimens of each kind of soil. Some means 
may be adopted to indicate clusters of villages that are simply off- 
shoots or divisions of a single parent estate as in Eohtak, Kama!, ke. 

(VL) Villages held on such as Svells,' ‘ploughs/ 

‘ bullocks,' <fec., not being either ancestral shares nor those under V. 

(VII, ) Villages now held on de facto possession, which are 
hmm to have had shares of any kind and lost them completely} 

^ The rare cases where de facto possession is not recorded, under the 
vaguB idea that one day the real shares will be restored, can easily be 
noted. 
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(YIIT.) Villages held on ds-facto possession as the measure of 
right, where either no recollection of any shares can be traced ; or 
where they never existed, as in artificial villages, or those converted, 
as in Ajmer ; and possibly some colonist villages, wliere each man 
took what land he pleased without any idea of share or allot- 
ment. 

There will be no occasion (for a tenure 'return) to notice any 
^ imperfect ’ class in the sense that merely a part of the estate is 
held undivided : the only ease where notice is called for, is wlien 
each portion is governed by a different plan (see under iiead III.) 
It would be quite possible to note under the general heads that so 
many villages had waste undivided (for tiie whole estate), and so 
many had part of the arable undivided. 

It will be observed that heads I. and II. are really sub- 
heads of the same principle ] so long as the ancestral rule has been 
observed by the family, or will be so, it is immaterial whether one 
owner is holding, or a number of co-heirs, or whether they have 
actually made a partition. 

So with reference to heads V. and YI., it would be of less im- 
portance if they were conjoined, provided we could know, in a 
column of remarks, &c., how many of the old true bliaidchdra^ 
^ democratic,' and usually clan-forming villages (always, I believe, in 
local groups) exist ; and in the Panjab, how many of the purely 
< colonist-associations ' in the south-eastern districts. 

So also it would be no great loss if it were held more convenient 
to club the cases YII. and YIII. together. 

This is necessarily only a suggestion of a preliminary nature ; 
but I think it is quite clear that if all knowledge of the approxi- 
mate numbers, and relative importance locally, of the different kind .s 
of joint -village are not to be rapidly lost beyond recovery,^ somethhig 


^ It will be no doubt a question how far the village can be separated 
as a defined group. In the tribal-areas of the Panjfib, for instance, the 
l^el is rather a considerable area of land with scattered hamlets over the 
whole ; in Malabar there are no ‘ villages,’ &c. But as in the compilation of 
district statistics (and it is these separately that will most interest the 
student) the compiler will add his notes and remarks, such difficulties will 
be got over. In some cases the Revenue Administration has already 
made and recorded separate villages, mid these will be accepted; in 
others, the artificial ciide ^amisham, mdgane, and what not, will serve, witli 
explanatory notes. This difficulty will not be found insuperable, and the 
very effort to meet it will result in the most interesting statistical facts. 
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that will obviate the confusion of the pattidCiri and hhaidckard 

is urgently called for. 

Let me only add a reminder that our students at home rejoice in 
the existence of a ‘ Domesday Book/ or the ^Extenta^ of Wales, 
which have furnished us with the basis for the most valuable his- 
torical research. May we not hope, before it is too late, for a table 
of village statistics for India that will be an historical and economic 
record worthy to be placed beside the other splendid records that 
the Government of India has produced in the more tangible and 
material, but not necessarily more instructive, departments of 
archajological and historic art and architecture ? 

There is only one more point to be added. Would it not be 
possible to collect information as to the origins of villages of the 
joint-form wherever it is known or fairly inferred ? Even a very 
loose classification would be useful. Villages originating directly in 
trihal occupation would probably be confined to the Panjab frontier ; 
but village groups formed by expansion on clan principles could be 
noted, colonist villages in South-eastern Panjab and others similar ; 
so, too, villages which are the vestiges of an earlier Eajaship or terri- 
torial rule ; villages founded by individual ancestors, royal grantees, 
dsc., and later by revenue-farmers and auction-purchasers. Even 
some such general classification, and if it were followed by an un- 
fortunately large group (‘origin not discoverable ’), would be of great 
interest. 
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TEE TWO TYPES OF VILLAGE IN JCXTA POSITIVE 
LOCALLY 

We have been latterly so much occupied in discussing tliejoiiit- 
or landlord- village, its origins, and the variety which may be 
found to mark its internal constitution, that tlie first ch«apter 
may have been forgotten, as well as the contrast in which it was 
attempted to delineate both the rtiij/atuxlrl type of village and 
the common features of the jomt iype. It will now serve to 
emphasise the distinction if we proceed to consider tlie cases in 
which we can trace these two types or forms growing up, or 
existing, side by side in the same locality. 

I will dispose first of two cases of the early appearance of 
joint-villages, in Madras and in the Bombay Dakhan, for they 
are of historic importance, and must be kept separate from the 
later and still existing instances to be found also in parts of 
Bombay and in Rajputana. 

In one of the cases now alluded to — ^that of the Dakhan — the 
tenure of villages by co-sharing families can hardly be said to 
have had any actual existence at the time when the inquiry was 
first made about them ; but there %vere certain local traces of 
claims to village rights, certain surviving terms in use, and a 
few written records preserved ; and it was a matter of historic 
probability and of just inference to determine what these traces 
meant. In the other case, that of Southern India, there 
certainly were some distinctly shared villages still in existence 
in 1790-1814; but their sfaiJws had been much impaired, even 
in the districts where they were most clearly in evidence ; while 
in other districts it was only traces of this form of tenure that 
could be found. 
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Section I. — Joint-Yillages in Madkas 

I will deal first with the most important question of the 
ancient joint- village in Madras. This must be examined in 
detail, for some writers have built on the existence of these 
villages a theory that anciently * a tenure in common ’ prevailed 
over the whole Presidency. Yet no complete examination of 
the facts has been placed on record, as far as I am aware, in any 
one book or report. Briefly stated, the facts were these : Among 
the earliest territories to be acquired in the Madras Presidency 
was a district near the city of Madras now known as Chingleput, 
bat in 1765 called ‘the Jaghire/ ^ It had passed under 
the rale of the Nawabs of Arcot; and, besides being cruelly 
misgoverned by them, it was ravaged by an incursion of the 
Mysore Sultans. Even after its acquisition by the British 
Government, pursuant to an Imperial grant, it was much 
mismanaged owing to lack of experience in the earlier British 
authorities. But at the close of the last century, Mr. Lionel 
Place was made Collector ; and he found that throughout the 
district, and indeed in a considerable area round it, there was 
in most, if not in all the villages, a class of persons who claimed 
to be owners of the entire area of village-lands in shares. As we 
have so often found to be the case elsewhere, they claimed this 
right as their Imiuukl^ which in Tamil means ‘ inheritance,^ 
and which the Muhammadan officials had rendered by the 
usually employed Pei*sian term mlrdfi, having the same 
Bieaning. By making his Revenue Settlements with these 
co-sharers as a body, Mr. Place obtained considerable success, 
although time and misgovernment had already done much 
to limit and to confuse the rights actually enjoyed. When, 
some years later, the Madras Government were anxiously 
considering what would be the best Revenue system to adopt, 
a general inquiry into village tenures was made ; and then it 
appeared that the existence of co-sharing bodies claiming right 
over the villages was not confined to Chingleput.^ In the course 

^ Properly Chengalpat, For the history of it, see L. S. B. I. iii. 6, 14. 

® Pile cause of this general inquiry should, perhaps, be briefly stated. 
The Indian Government at Calcutta, fresh from the completion of the 
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of tliis inquiry, .Mr, Ellis, of Madras, produced a valuable Memoir 
foil of information about the villages in the Tamil country ; 
some, more or less, distinct evidence was also obtained from 
other districts ; but a number of other reports left the matter 
very uncertain, owing to a cause I will presently notice ; while 
others again either distinctly negatived the existence of such 
villages or returned no answer, an omission only partially 
supplied from other sources^ 

The importance of the fpiestion to the historian is consider- 
able, for the reason above stated. 

It may be as well to say at once that the universal preva- 
lence of these minlsi villages - is certainly not proved. On tlie 
other hand, their existence, in certain specified localities, is proved 
as well as anytliingof such early date can be. And it is remarkable 
that they existed just in those districts where they would most 
naturally grow up, supposing them to be, as I believe they were, 
})rivileged tenures by the grants of early Princes, apparently by 
that time ^ Hindu,’ or else the result, in their most important 
centre, of a privileged colonising enterprise undertaken, and 
after several failures successfully accomplished, under the 
patronage of one of the Cola iprinces. 

Permanent Settlement of Bengal, and guided doubtless by the fact that 
in the northern part of Madras there ^vere native chiefs in the position of 
ZamindarsJ conceived that the Bengal system might be applied to tho 
^ whole of Madras, and peremptorily insisted on such a Settlement being 

I made. The attempt, of course, proved (except in the northern Zamlndfms 

I" and a few sijnilar estates in other parts) a complete failure. The Madras 

I Revenue authorities then directed their attention to the village -tenures. 

I If it was true that a class of co-sharing hereditary proprietors could be 

I found over the several villages in each district, such a fact, if only partly 

or locally true, might be an important factor in facilitating the working 
of a plan which the Board of Revenue then regarded with fa\'our — namely, 
that of dealing with each village-group as a unit, and thus avoiding what 
j was in those days thought the difficult task of dealing direct with eacli 

I separate land-holder or rem/at, 

^ A selection from the evidence thus collected has been republished in 

: the form of a x'eprint of the more important papers in a volume called 

l^cqiers on Mirasi Bights, printed at Madras by Messrs. Pharaoh in 1B02. 

“ For the sake of brevity" I will continue to speak of mirftd villages, 
always meaning those which w'ere at one time possessed by co-sharing 
bodies, exactly, in fact, like seme varieties of the joint-village of Upper 
India. 
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One preliminary point must be mentioned as concerning tlie 
general prevalence of sucb a riglit, and as regards several of the 
reports which deal with the subject in an extremely vague 
manner. The idea of the joint-village, so readily seized by the 
resident of Upper India, was not at all easy of comprehension 
to the Madras officials of eighty years ago, accustomed as they 
irere to the miijativChrl tenure, and to the then firmly established 
custom that the sovereign was sole land-owner. The village 
owned a,s a whole ^ in shares, by a body of mined or hereditary 
proprietors, was quite a strange idea. When, therefore, various 
other hereditary rights and privileges appeared which were 
commonly described by the same name — i.e, as mirtisi rights 
— there was a not unnatural confusion. Very often it will be 
noticed that, when the reporters asserted minlsi right to exist 
in the villages of this or that district, they did not really mean 
the right to a share in the village as a whole, but some special 
privilege, which has nothing to do with the question at issue, 
such as the hereditary maniyanhy or free-holding , of village head- 
man (which is essentially a mark of the ancient raiyatwdrl 
village), or the hereditary grain fee (simtantram^ or QnenUy of 
the village ai'tisans and servants (which equally exists in rai- 
yaiwdri villages.^ 

In order, then, to do justice to the question of the former 

^ It ought hardly to be necessary to point out that the Tamil mend 
has no connection whatever with the Perso- Arabic mirdd '; but I 
have seen the mistake made. Moreover, the term mirdsi became ciuTent, 
just as other Persian or Arabic words did, from the Moslem Bevenue 
Administration — the only one that was in any degree systematic or had 
regular official terms. It was not intended by the use of the word to 
imply any depreciation of the right. On the contrary, inmlsi was always 
used in the Dakhan kingdoms, where it originated, to indicate the highest 
type of direct right in the soil. 

^ This confusion is often made in the early Government Minutes, e.g. 
Board of Bevenue, 1796, § 23 {Mirdsi Facers, p. 35) ; in the report on 
Dindigal (p. Ill), where ihe headman'' s privilege is spoken of, - and in 
many other places. Cf. the North Areot letter at p. 394 (and especially 
p. 396), where the confusion is very evident. And so at p. 408, where 
there is a hopeless mixture of the two things. The distinction is noticed 
by Mr. Ellis (pp. 180, 181), and clearly by the Board of Bevenue Minute, 
f§ 67, 68, p. 373. ' . 
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existence of co-sharing villages, it is necessary that we slioiihl 
completely exclude all evidence referring only to such ordinary 
hereditary holdings and privileges. We must confine our 
attention to tlie iraces of co-shan/u/ hodies daiming the 'odiola 
village as their mirdsL It is obvious tliat the claim originally 
included, and necessarily so, the right to the entire area of the 
grant, or of the land on which a village was established — i,e. the 
waste and aralfie together.^ ‘NaturaJly the co-sharers would claim 
a rent or ^ landlord’s share ’ (called iandn-ialra/ai^ or in Brahman 
villages ^*?r/7•}n/i-h/n>//tt'nl==lalldIord's or owner's share) from such 
lands as were held l)y tenants of whatever class, not being co- 
sharers. In short, there cannot be the smallest doubt that if the 
mirmi village claims were anything at all, tliey were claims 
wlilcli, originally at any rate, constitut(‘d the holders jointly, 
according to tlieir shares, the proprietors of the villages exactly 
as such co-sharers were in other parts of India. Lists of the 
shares (called j'migu-malui) very often existed. Each village 
liad its own g)ani:ayaf or managing body, and consequently, as 
always in such a form of village, there was only an official 
headman, or manegdr, with no power nor hereditary land-holding 
(as headman), nor privilege (as there would have been in miya.t-- 

^ There was some little doubt caused on tlie subject of the claim to 
the waste which was admitted by Mr. Ellis. But this is easily imder- 
stood. It was very probable that in the days of encroachment and 
exaction the Be venue Agents of the local Governor would begin to assert 
a right to put in tenants on culturable waste where the mirasdar did not 
or could not provide for it himself (this was the case, c.y., in some places 
under the Sikh Governors in the Panjah), and in this way it would come 
to appear doubtful whether the mirdsdur had a right to the waste. But 
even if this is not so, it is quite possible that there may have been some 
internal village custom atlecting the w^aste. For example, the waste 
itdrisu) was classified into sJieTtdl Imramhu (culturable waste) and anddi 
karamhw (permanent ‘ immemorial ' waste). The latter included road- 
ways, land occupied by trees wanted for the general convenience, and so 
forth. It is easily conceivable that village custom may have early im- 
posed on the co-sharers themselves a prohibition against cutting down 
such trees, stopping such roads by making them into fields, and the like. 
Such acts would be resented in the co-shared villages of the Upper 
provinces, bat no one would think that such a restriction militated against 
the general proprietary right over the whole village. 
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'/ran villages).^ It is necessary to empliasise this character of 
the wiirdsi as a claim of general village-ten ure, because some of 
the documents relating to these cases speak as if they thought 
the mircisi right to be merely some kind of superior status as 
regards a particular field or holding. 

Naturally enough, in the early years of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, the mirdsi claims having been continually overborne in the 
past, the right was not, in most cases, complete or intact. As 
time went on and rapacious local officers under the Nawab 
began to oppress the people, these privileges would be gradually 
broken down; heavy assessments might cause some co-sharers 
to give lip the attempt to hold the lands, and their co-partners 
might be unable to relieve them. Then holdings would begin to 
lie waste and the revenue to be inarreai's. The Governor would 
accordingly assume the right to locate new cultivators and to 
take revenue from them direct. Such persons would naturally 
resent any attempt of the minlscldr class to demand landlord’s fees 
from them ; and thus the co-sharing proprietors’ superior right 
to the whole estate, and especially to those parts of it not in 
their direct possession, would come to look more and more 
doubtful, especially to observers whose previous experience had 
not taught them to look for anything of the kind, and to whose 
ideas of expediency it was opposed. 

It is impossible, however, not to perceive that the institution 
was really unknown in some parts, and that in others it had 
existed but was fallen into decay. It was in a limited area that 
there was clear evidence of its survival, though whether, even 
there, it could have been restored in its integrity, as a working 
tenure, is problematical. 

When, in the light of modern experience, we sum up the 
evidence, the conclusion, I venture to think, is irresistible that 
these villages, owned by co-sharing families or groups of fami- 
lies, were the growth of special circumstances, and certainly 
did not represent any universal custom of land-holding. Still 

^ For B> clear exposition of this, see Cliinglejput D, M, p. 204, It is 
necessary carefully to distinguish the old headman’s hereditary (and 
sometimes revenue-free) holding in virtue of his office, and the partial 
revenue-fiee grant allowed in the Tondai country to encourage the 
colonist villages generally. 
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less is there any evidence, or even tradition of origioj that lends 
any conntenaiice to the idea that they represent survivals of a 
primeval communal land-teniirej which indeed notliing tliat we 
know of old Dravidian customs would lead iis to expect. 

Such villages in fact consisted : — 

(i,) Largely of agrahdmm, or villages held on hereditary 
grants (in this case free of revenue payment)^ to Brahmans. 
They are especially numerous in districts which had been the 
demesne of the ancient kingdoms of Cola and Tdiuhjd. These 
Brahman communities held villages sometimes samiKhniffm (or 
undivided), sometimes (and more usually) divided ( judiidtlrl as 
would be said in the North, or amdUhituvi in Tamil). 

(ii.) A certain number of other villages, held by secular 
castemen, appear in the distiicts of Tanjorej Trichinopcty, ainl 
Tinnevelly, and probably Madura. 

(iii.) The largest and most important group is found in part 
of the country formerly known as IhndMi-mandah^ which, 
roughly speaking, embraced the country between the north and 
south rivers, both known by the name of Pennai.^ It does not 
follow that villages of this kind covered the entire country, but 
they were found surviving chiefly in Chingleput and the adjoin- 
ing districts of Arcot.^ 

Ad (i.). The existence of the Brahman villages and their origin 
in a religious grant will not be disputed by anyone. As they 
were also revenue-free, they did not excite that administrative 
interest which others did, and therefore it is not so readily and 
at first sight apparent that they were minlsi villages, with just 

^ As we shall presently see, Brahman minm villages (agrahdram) 
were revenue-free. Others held by secular castemen ((^udra) were not. 
In the Tondai country (Chingleput, &c.), the mirdsi villages were observed 
uniformly to claim the exemption of ayjurt of their land from the revenue 
share, the reason of which is traditionally explained. 

^ Samudayam is Sanskrit, and so may properly be applied to Brahman 
villages. I doubt the correctness of its use in the Tondai country among 
the Velltilar. Mr. Ellis says the Brahman villages were generally 
divided. {Mirdsi Papers^ p. 295.) 

® On maps shown as Penar, Pennaur, and Fenner. The Southern 
river runs into the sea between Pondicherry and Cuddalore. 

^ See D. M* North Ai’cotf chapter iii. p. 89. 
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the same sort of proprietary right as that claimed in others— 
and just as much held in family shares. 

Ad (ii.). When we have once ascertained that Madura was the 
capital of Pandya, and that Tanjore and the adjacent districts 
were the demesne of the Cold king, it will not surprise ns that 
many privileged tenures or grants should have existed^ In 
Taxjoee, Colonel Blackburne’s evidence is definite ; he saw that 
such villages arose out of grants^ though too long ago, he 
thought, for him to trace their beginning. But it will be 
recollected that no attempt appears to have been made to ask 
the people themselves for their traditions, or for their genealogy, 
or for lists of co-sharers preserved in villages, such as in the 
North of India can readily be obtained, and actually were 
obtained in Chingleput. The State spoken of had then for 
some time been under the foreign domination of a Maratha 
prince, whose position was due to a recent and nnqualified act of 
seizure and marauding. The State officials were not likely to 
trouble themselves about existing titles and tenures, which it 
was their object to tax to the utmost, at least in those cases 
which were not due to their own grants. But the Tanjore 
figures show quite suiSiciently what the general type of village 
was. The total number of villages is reported ^ to be 5,783. 
But this must be at once reduced to 3,976, as the difference 
represents 1,807 so called ekahhogam villages — mere hamlets or 
parts of villages of which the single oivners with pretensions to 
rank, and who had given their names to the places, got per- 
mission to have recorded as separate possessions ; this has 
obviously nothing to do with primitive or even ancient custom. 
But out of the balance, as many as 2,202 are arudi-harai (pv 


^ It is, nevertheless, remarkable that the D, M, Tricldno'poly contains 
no notice whatever of the existence of mint si villages, and the allusions in 
the Mirasi Papers are vague and general. Before 1805, Tricliinopoly 
and Tanjore were united in one coilectorate, after the lapse of Tanjore to 
the British Government, 

^ Mirasi Pampers, p, 95. D. M. Tanjore, p. 400, mentions 62,000 
persons as having mirasi claims ; of these, 16,000 were Brahman grantees 
and 43,000 (I give round numbers), Qudra. But these numbers appear 
evidently to include holders of all sorts ofHnam ’ and hereditary rights 
md privileges. 
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pMld-hliogam 9 Held in severalty ; and there is nothing to show 
that many of these were not ordinary miyatwCin villages, in 
which the cultivators had combined to share the revenue. That 
possibility, however, is not very material, as I do not thinh it 
can be doubted that, besides the Brahmans, Vellalar settlers, 
being energetic agricultural castemen, had been encouraged to 
hold villages on the superior tenure. It is worth while noticing 
that while in the Tondai country, as we shall see, it was 
necessary further to encourage such grantees by allowing a part 
of the villages they created to be held free of revenue, such a 
concession was not necessary in the rich delta land of Tanjore, 
where there was hardly any waste, and a mk'tid tenure was 
quite sufficient inducement of itself. Of the remaining villages, 
1,774 were samudayam (or in Tamil ijasandmmi — i.e, held 
in some form of undivided holding) ; a considerable part of 
these would certainly be Brahman villages, where the Sanskrit 
term would be most naturally used. And, as the Brahmans 
would be non-agriculturists, it is quite likely that some fami- 
lies would hold jointly — i.e. dividing the income, while family 
quarrels and jealousies would lead others to divide the land 
itself. 

In all these village lands we may notice first the same plan 
of division of the produce and payment of revenue in kind which 
we know to have been originally universal all over India. The 
lands yielding produce, as distinguished from the waste and the 
revenue-free lands, are generically called vdTampat. The pro- 
duce, if there is no mirdsi class, is simply divided into the me?- 
vdram^ the State share, and the hudi^varcmij or occupant’s share : 
that is to say, after the fees (onerdi) of the village servants, watch- 
men, &c., &c., have been satisfied out of the grain-heaps. When 
there is a body of mirdsi proprietors, then there are three 
instead of two to share : mehvdmm^ as before, is the royal share ; 

^ Tanjore being ruled by Marathiis, the prevalence of Manltha terms 
is explained. Such are eJcabliogmn (single owner) ; phttlfMogam (in 
separate lots) ; and so 'kunbhdvd is the equivalent for haniddst^ or mirdsi. 
(D. M. Tanjore, pp. 403, 409.) Phdld hliogam is sometimes said to be a 
half Sanskrit compound with the T&mii pala=^^ many.’ I think it much 
more likely that it is the Marathi 'phdld, a share. 

This is clearly put in the D. M. Tanjore, § 10, p. 403. 
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fundu-vamm is the landlord's (minisdar's) shave i and hiidi- 
txlram^ tie cultivating occupant s, as before. 

Turning to the other royal demesne of Maduua and Tinne- 
VELLi, the evidence is much less satisfactory ; but we can 
hardly help believing that the kings’ and chiefs' courtiers and 
relations, and others, would gradually acquire the 07 iirdsi right 
in certain villages ; and hence we find it reported that, at any 
rate in the Tinnevelli 'pollams' or chiefs territories, mirdsi 
villages were found. In the early report,^ the existence of 
Brahman mirdsi villages (cbcjrahdmm vddagai) is noticed, in the 
TiiSfNEVELLi district, and it is stated that other villages held by 
(^udras were also mirdsi and held on shares, and that these 
latter are called fanddra-vddagai. It is noteworthy, however, 
that these words merely mean that the villages are on the list 
of those paying revenue to the treasury (which the agrahdram 
are not) ; or, in other words, that they are what elsewhere 
would be called Midsa^ or revenue-paying, villages. Nothing 
appears about the origin or the nature of the tenure ; the 
details given refer solely to the Brahman grantee villages ; still, 
it is certainly intended that both Brahman and (^ixdra villages were 
held on the same sort of superior title, and were divided into 
pangu and Imrai = major and individual shares. But further, 
it is added (and this is important), that, heside the shared villages, 
there were others held by non-proprietary (payaJcdri) holders, 
who had no system of shares.^ 

As to Maduea, the author of the District Manual expressly 
states that certain villages in which Jcarai-dcdran^ or ‘ persons 
holding shares,’ were stated to exist, there was no privileged or 
superior tenure, but the term merely indicated a method by 
which the cultivators formed a voluntary association for the 

^ Mimsi Papers, pp. 77, 105, 283. The two latter Beports are long- 
winded disquisitions on property in general, giving no facts of any kind, 
and showing that the writer was confusing in his mind all sorts of 
rights, including the special holding of the headman, which is certainly 
not existent in mirdsi villages under any circumstances whatever. 

® Mirdsi Papers, p. 79 (Mr. Lushington). When the writer comes to 
the ^udra villages, he only makes some unimportant remarks about the 
caste, and gives a deed of sale with nothing to show to what class of 
village it refers. He says nothing, as to how the C^udra tenures originated* 

® See this clearly stated by Mr. Ellis {Mirad Papers) p. 886. 
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purpose of meeting tlie revenue demand. Mr. Ellis, on the 
other hand, evidently thought that joint-villages once existed 
ill Madura ; and it must be admitted that in the demesne territory 
of an ancient kingdom it is likely enough. No great import- 
ance, however, attaches to the question ; but it is 'evident that 
throughout these districts there is no single incident or feature 
in the evidence which does not coincide with the supposition, in 
itself so very probable when judged by the experience of other 
‘ Hindu ’ kingdoms — viz. that the co-sharing or proprietary 
villages were the superior or privileged tenures resulting from 
royal grants to Brahmans, or to other (secular) grantees for 
various purposes, including, very possibly, the direct revenue 
management or the extension of cultivation to new lands. As 
such they may date back several hundred years ; and they may 
have been held by the descendants of the original grantees 
acting on the usual custom of joint-succession. 

Ail (iii.). When we come to the Chingleput district, which is 
the centre of the larger group of Tamil minlsi villages, we find 
the evidence much more complete, and the whole subject studied 
with great care and with an amount of detail that is quite 
remarkable for the period. The evidence mainly consists of 
surviving share-lists in many cases, and other evidences' of 
propiietary possession, while the origin of the villages is explained 
by a detailed and ancient tradition, the substantial truth of which 
w^as accepted by every one of the officers who had local experi- 
ence, from Mr. Place in 1796 to Mr. Ellis (1816) and Mr. 
Smalley (1822), Mr. Graeme in North Arcot, and a learned 
native gentleman (B. Sankaraya) in Madras.^ We are not 
bound to accept the entire details of the tradition ; but there can 
hardly be a reasonable doubt that its main idea was a true one, 
and that the villages were established in a fertile but origi- 
nally almost wholly forest-clad country, at the time held, and 
partly at least inhabited, by Kurwmbar — a pastoral tribe who 
were then ruled by Pallava chiefs, who had established twenty- 

^ The principal reports are in Mirdsi Papers^ Place (1796), p. 86, ff. 
Eor his final Report in 1799, of some 750 paragraphs, and full of long- 
winded disquisitions of no interest, but containing also many valuable 
facts, see pp. 88-70. Ellis (1816), pp. 172-^217 ; B. SanLarayA p. 218 ; 
Graeme, p. 398 ; Smalley (1822), p. 424. 
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four hidtam, or territorial divisions, eacli protected or com™ 
inanded by a fort. Tlie days came when a Qold prince advanced 
into the country and conceived the idea of colonising part of itd 
The settlement of the first families of Vellalan castemen was 
not a success, but ultimately Vellalar from the north-west 
country of Tuluva were induced to settle ; and then the colony 
was established. Some remains of the earlier families of the 
Yellalar are stated by Mr. Ellis to have still held lands, but the 
principal proprietors were the Tuluva Vellalar. ^ 

The general evidence as to the past history of the villages is 
given by Mr. Ellis in some detail. He quotes the verses that 
have become tradional or are found in early Tamil literatime 
bearing on the subject, as well as lists locally preserved showing 
how the Vellalar divided the territory into 7idchi under chiefs 
(called NdttCvn), and how these new divisions were related to 
the twenty-four hiiUa/m which their predecessors had organised. 
The records include some lists of the nadiis, and some calcula- 
tions of the number of villages which each contained.^ 

It appears to me that attempts to identify the entire country 
included in the traditional and literary limits of Tondai'-mmi- 
dalcmi are very doubtful. Equally so the attempts to calculate, 
from certain temple records, the number of families of Vellalar. 
The fact seems quite clear that so large an area could never have 

^ The name generally accepted by Mr. Ellis and others is that of a 
(Hinduised) prince, Athoyide, or Adandd-CliahravaMi (the last member 
being a Sanskrit title meaning ‘suzerain ’). The full detail is given in 
the Clmiglejyiit D, M , ; but as Wilks’s description of a purely raiyatwrvrl 
village is quoted, and this is mixed up with the account of the village 
held in shares, some mistakes are the natural result. The dates seem 
also somewhat confused. The author suggests that the Vellalar colonisa- 
tion began before the time of Manu (p. 207) : on what this rests I have 
no idea. Afterwards it is suggested that the Vellalar from the 
Tuluva country came during the first centuries of the Christian era. 
(See p. 208, and compare p. 25.) The supposition that jointly-held 
villages existed before Manu, and before Sanskrit was known in the South, 
is entirely unsupported by any land of evidence. The traditions all point 
to their having been privileged under Adanda, who reigned at a time when 
the Hindu religion had long been introduced. He may have extended 
the privilege to the remains of earlier settlers of superior race, as indeed 
would be natural under the circumstances. 

2 M-irdsi p. 230. s pp^ 236-240, 242. 
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occupied &oni end to end by colonists, even if it was 
really conquered and annexed by the Gold dynasty ; and that 
the special location and grant of privileges to the Tuluva 
Vellalar villages must more reasonably be . confined to that part 
of the country where they are proved to have been established 
by the fact that a considerable group of them was in some 
degree of preservation at the time when British rule began. It 
is quite a gratuitous supposition that such villages at one time 
existed aM over the whole area vaguely included in ^ Tondai- 
mandalam,' but that over the greater part they had been rooted 
out — the villages entirely, the people almost — by subsequent 
.Moslem and Maratha conquests.^ It is true that we have more 
]*eason to believe the villages were held on a w/irdsi tenure in 
some other disti-icts (Tanjore, &c.), and it may be that these are 
included in the general limits of Tondai-mandalan described by 
Mr. Ellis.^ But the districts of Chingleput and Arcot were also 
equally harassed by wars, and afterwards by the harsh rule of 
the Nawabs of the Carnatic, as Mr. Ellis’s own papers show ; and 
yet there the mirdsi villages were, though much injured, not at all 
destroyed, nor was the Vellalan population rooted, out. It is 
surely sufficient to establish — and of this there is no doubt — that 
in Chingleput, in the Madras Oollectorate, and in the neighbour- 
hood, there were unquestionably mirdsi villages, and that in 
many of them the or records of shares were pre- 

served, a fact which demonstrates that the institution in question 
was certainly ^ the joint or co-shared village.’ 

It is not at all easy to fix a date for these Chingleput 
colonies. Mr. Ellis thinks that the country was early brought 
into a fairly flourishing state, since there are names of places 
which can plausibly be identified with those mentioned ii.i 
Ptolemy’s geographical account (about the middle of the second 
century). Hence Mr. Ellis thinks the colonisation must have 
begun before the Christian era.^ But such recognition of 

^ See Mirdsi Pcii^ers^ p. 246. Races speaking Teliigu and Canarese 
cover the whole of the so-called Upper Tondai west of the ‘ Coromandel ' 
ghat. 

~ He proposed to prepare a map, which was never completed ; and 
the coloured portions were to show whence t-he Vellalar possessions 
had now disappeared, and the uneoloured the parts where they survived. 

^ Mirdsi Payers, p. 230. See D* M, Chitif/lepiit, p. 25. 
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namet^, if it is a fact, does not show that Adanda s colonising 
enterprise was so early ; for (as the Ghingle]7id D. M. points 
out), up to the eighth century, the Pallava, Pandu, and 
Ivurumbar tribes were in possession,^ and furnished the origin 
of the still existing ‘ Pallar/ a low caste of farm labourers. It 
was only about the eighth or ninth centui’y that the Cola 
dynasty extended its influence northward to the jungle-clad 
Tondai country, and overthrew the Pallava chiefs. After this 
it began to lose ground, and finally fell about the eleventh 
or twelfth century. I think that, on the whole, we may more 
probably attribute the special foundation of privileged villages 
to some period not far removed from the eighth or ninth century. 
This does not conflict with the possibility of some still earlier 
and partial Veil alar settlements. 

Corning, however, to the actual survivals at the time of the 
British rule, Mr. Place in 1799 enumerated 2,241 mirtrsi villages 
in Ohingleput.^ Of these, a considerable number had passed 
into the hands of Brahmans, but the bulk were still Vellalar. In 
his time as many as 15,994 mircisi shares were held by 8,387 
sharers, but a number had been abandoned owing to the heavy 
revenue demands which, here as elsewhere, deprived landed pro- 
perty of its value,^ Mr. Place, indeed, adopted the extreme 
measure of granting the mimsi right in vacant lands. Mr. 
Place explains that the 8,387 sharers represent only the heads 
of kindred; and that there were many more minor shares — 
apparently subdivisions of I, — the fractions known 

to the Tamil arithmetic.*^ 

It has been remarked that the Vellalan village-owners were 
not of common descent; but this, I think, is very natural. For 
colonists would be volunteers gathered from a number of different 
frmilies and centres* Prom the accounts we possess, it is pro- 
bable that the colonists kept together in village groups, and 
that the head of each separate family-group would represent a 
major share in the village ; there is no reason why these major 

^ The D. M.y North Arcot^ p. 20, states that it was a Pallava chief who 
formed the twenty-four Imttam above alluded to. 

^ Mirttsi Papers^ p. 25L ® See ibid. pp. 382, 383. 

^ Mr. Place’s long report of 1799 is also printed in the Fifth Beiyort^ 
ii. 299-314. ’ 
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sliaros slionld not Ixave often been held by separate ftmiilies, who, 
associated as clearers of the forest, had no lien of blood beyond 
the common ties of caste or tribe. But within these major 
shares {'pcdti or farf&B they would be in North India), the minor 
holders would all at first be ^ kindred ’ — i.e. descendants of the 
same ancestor. This, I think, is the only reasonable inference 
to be drawn from the facts as stated by Mr. Place. 

The villages of the Vellalan special colonisation were, as E 
have said, privileged by being allowed a portion of the land 
free of revenue, and by certain other dues ; privileges which it 
is noticed particularly do not occur in any other onirdsi villages 
elsewhere.^ The larger shares alluded to seem to have been 
called pangit, and the minor shares were Imra/i (whence the 
generic term Jmrdi-karcon^ or ‘ co-sharers ’). 

As to the /orm of joint tenure prevalent, the villages were 
chiefly what are called pasan-dmrai^ a term which has led to 
some rather extravagant notions about ancient community of 
property. But, as a matter of fact, all the evidence points to 
this having been a voluntary and perfectly natural arrange- 
ment of association made when new cultivation was to be 
established, and when a well-cemented union of effort, both in 
clearing forest and in creating the means of irrigation by dig- 
ging tanks, was necessary. Under this system, moreover, two 
varieties were observed. The absolute pasmyl'cirai meant that 
the village body worked without any separate or permanent 
allotment of lands ; the ^ council ’ determined each year what 
portion of land each group should undertake. Whether each 
took the produce of what they actually cultivated, or whether 
all was collected and divided according to the known fractional 
shares, does not clearly appear.^ But for this mode another 
was sometimes substituted, viz. the karaiyldti, which meant that 

^ See Mirdsi Papers ^ p. 375, § 85. I make no apology for repeating 
this, for it is important as showing that there must have been something 
special about their -viliages, and so fax* confirming the tradition of their 
origin. 

2 Mr. Place speaks of such joint bodies worldng together so that * the 
labours of all yield the rent ^ the Government revenue (?), and they enjoy 
the profit proportionate to their original interest ’ {Fifth Beport^ ii. 314). 
This may refer only to the gexieral idea of the association. 
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the holdings were separately allotted for a time and then ex- 
cha;nged. . 

Mr. Place gives several examples of the shares in these 
villages.^ The major-shares, as I have said, were those of the 
heads of each branch or group, taking part in the establishment 
of the cultivation ; and there were sub-shares. Mr. Place in- 
stances a village in which there were actually thirty sharers, but 
they remembered the four majox’-shares of the foundation, and 
adhered to that division. Another village had 160 origmal 
shares ; this probably includes both the major and minor shares. 

' It was deemed essential,’ says Mr. Place, ^ that the shares 
should be equal.’ As might be expected, there were many 
slaves and serfs, doubtless the original inhabitants who were 
reduced to this condition ; and many followers who held lands 
on an inferior tenure.'^ In one of the Mirdsi Papers mention 
is made of the formal grant by the mirdscldrs of a cultivating, 
but not co-sharing, right in perpetuity. And it was this, and 
possibly the occasional existence of previously established culti- 
vators, that led to the distinction between the iWcudi, or heredi- 
tary tenant, and the pamhticli, or tenant-at-will, especially in 
Brahman or other villages in which the co-sharers were non- 
agriculturist and would rely on tenants for farming their 
lands. 

When, in the course of time, the shares, for any reason, 
were allotted and permaiiently divided, the village was said to 
be arudi-dcarcd. This division was foreign to the original plan 
of co-operative colonisation, and was, as Mr. Place notes, against 
the caste feeling. It appears either as a later change in the 
Vellalar villages, or as a more frequent family division in the 
Brahman villages, and perhaps in those of other (CJfidm) 
grantees. 

^ Fifth Report, ii. pp. 299, SOO, &e. This exchange, Mr. Place says 
(p. 885), was ‘to obviate, I imagine, the iiiequality to which a fixed dis- 
tribution would be liable.’ 

^ In the D. M. Chinglepui, there is a curious account of the serfs and 
their being rather proud of being adscripti glehce, because they had a 
certainty of land to cultivate and a fixed livelihood ; and they had a kind 
of annual ceremonial strike — for such it was, for the details of which the 
origmal must be consulted (pp. 211-214). 
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I think that a variety of circamstaiices taken together are 
strongly in favour of the view that the joint-holding, or ^amn- 
Imrai^ in the Tonclai country was essentially a device for holding 
together and equalising the colowist associates, each in his own 
group or major-share division. It will be recollected that w^e 
start with the unifoT*m tradition that the Vellalar were established 
with the grant of a superior right, which was to attach them 
to the land and encourage them to persevere in their difficult 
task.^ Then we find that this permanent right was still so much 
valued in 1799, that Mr. Place declared^ that ‘it was indispen- 
sable to assign mirasdars to the unappropriated lands ; without 
it,’ he says, ^ I found that they could not be rented — i.e. the 
revenue-settlement accepted; but the idea of permanent pro- 
perty was such an inducement that I was not only able to fill up 
the vacant shares, but to convert the most stubborn soil and the 
thickest jungle into fertile villages. “ Give us the mirdsi, and we 
will both rent the lands, and employ all our labour to make 
them productive ” was the common observation . , 

Then, again, it is noted that the mirasdars would ^ assemble 
and execute a joint-deed divesting the defaulter of his share in 
the “ mirasi,” transferring it to the others, which looks very 
much like a strong association, the basis of which was that all 
must pull together to meet the assessment. ^ Por in village 
bodies dependent on common descent from a single ancestor 
nothing of the kind is ever recorded. And, again, it is noted in 
Madura, as I have already observed, that the imsan-lcarai ’was 
actually adopted in existing villages as a means of meeting the 

^ ‘ There is a distinct tradition of some of these (Vellalar) having 
deserted the undertaking. The manner in which the difficulty was at 
last overcome, and the son of the ChoLl king able to report to his father 
the completion of the enterprise, is set forth in the following story, 
which has always been current in the country. Ivullatanga (Kfija) asked 
his son hov7 he had been able to settle the country so well ? The latter 
replied that he had forged a chain for the inhabitants of such strength 
that they would never be able to free themselves. By this he meant 
that the affections of the people were so riveted to the land of their 
new country by lutmadsl, or property in the soil, that they w^ould not 
desert it. This story is no , doubt very ancient. , . 7 DM, Chingle^ptd, 
p. 217. 

^ See Fifth licport, ii, 303. 

^ See Mirdsi Pampers, p. 223, and cf. p. 389, jposL 
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I’evenne charge by combined action. And so in North Arcot it 
is expressly said that when it became ^ necessary to add . . . 
new cultivators to the original proprietors to assist in repairs of 
tanks, in the distribution and settlement of the different lands, 
and to regulate the irrigation,’ pasan-lkami was adopted by 
voluntary association, and the new-comers were ‘ partners in the 
profit and loss of the cultivation of all the lands,’ though they 
had no share in the original privilege by which the co-sharers 
had a certain portion of the land free of revenue, and received 
certain special grain-fees Qiupj^atam), &c} 

1 also note with regard to the method involving exchange of 
lands (karaiyidii) that it is stated in the Eeport on South Arcot 
that newly cleared ‘ wet ’ lands under new water are to this 
day frequently exchanged in order that each might get the 
good as well as the bad lands in his turn.^ 

I do not think, then, on the whole, that there can be any 
reasonable doubt that the relics of mirclsi right indicated the 
establishment of a superior co-sharing village tenure, which 
existed locally, and contemporaneously with the miyaiwdrl 
tenure ; such superior tenure being connected either with grants 
to Brahmans or to other (secular) eastern en — very likely cadets 
of families and other persons gaining privilege from connection 
with the ruler, or with a direct privilege granted to encourage 
and confirm a colonising settlement. 

That such should be the real history is exactly in analogy 
with the evidence we have everywhere that, given a ‘ Hindu ’ 
State and Eajas, we are sure to find joint- villages growing up, 
either by grants of land or by colonising enterprises under the 
patronage of the Eaja. 

I would only add that, in another connection,^ I have shown 
how in the old Oudh kingdoms the villages were naturally 
raiifatwiln, and how by the king’s grant leading families 
obtained the lordship of the village, and how w^aste land grants 
would result in the establishment of villages on the superior 
tenui’e (co-shared village), I believe that the Madras history is 

^ Bee Mintsi Pampers, p. 395, § 106. - Ihid. p. 412. 

^ See p, 300, ante. 
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just tlie same tMng in another form. That it affords any 
example of a general primeval tenure of ^ land in common/ quite 
contrary to all we know of Dravidian custom, I see not the 
remotest reason to believe/ 

^ In concluding the whole subject I take occasion to observe that 
no attempt has been made to account for the unquestioned survival of the 
joint- villages, with their jpangu-malai, or share lists, and, in the Tondai 
territory, their special privileges, on any other basis. The chief if not 
only dissentient voice is that of Sir T. Munro in his Minute of December 
1824 (Mira si Fcqwrs, p. 4o0). But this illustrates what I have elsewhere 
had occasion to observe, that the Minutes of our great Administrators are 
not always to be appealed to for points of history and details of tenure. 
Sir T. Munro’s main object was to argue for the practical adoption of a 
raiyatwarl Settlement and for a great, reduction of revenue ; that would 
make the country flourish and save it from middlemen. This important 
principle, to the adoption of which Madras owes all its subsequent 
prosperity, seems obvious enough now ; but in those days it needed 
all the advocacy of a powerful personality to obtain consideration for it. 
But with this one object in view, Sir T. Munro had no concern with 
tenure details. He frankly says he does not care to inquire about the 
alleged mirasi villages. Had he stopped there, and pointed out that in 
their then existing condition the surviving right, such as it "was, could 
easily be provided for under his system, and that its past history had no 
practical bearing on his proposals, it would have been well. U nfortunately , 
the distinguished writer endeavoured to add a brief criticism, which, it 
must be admitted, was without sufficient foundation. He says that the 
existence of the joint-village is ‘without the least proof and is only 
Mr. Ellis’s opinion. This certainly is not the case. He then briefly adds 
that if such colonists settled (to the number of fifty or sixty thousand) it 
would have deiiopulated the country whence they came ; and that they 
would have perished before the task of clearing the jungle v as accom- 
plished. But Mr. Ellis expressly shows that the Tuluva country was 
well able to support sending out a colony (see Mirilsi Fai^ers^ p. 249), of 
which of course the numbers may have been exaggerated. And, as to the 
likelihood of their perishing in the attempt, since the country certainly 
was somehow colonised, and that, unquestionably, at no recent period, the 
cbjection has no weight; colonisation was just as possible in, say, the 
dighth century as it was at any subsequent but still ancient date. In 
fact, the whole argument — as far as it appears in the Minute— would not 
need to be seriously noticed at all if it were not for the great name it 
bears. 


380 * THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 


Section IT.— Traces of Over-lord Eight in the 
Dakhan Villages 

W^lien we turn to the Dakhaii districts of the Bombay Presi- 
dency, the traces of co-sharing right, also called ^nirdsi,^ are 
more doubtful ; or rather, I should say, it is more doubtful what 
interpretation we should put on the evidence. That a distinct 
class of superior holders once locally existed there can be little 
doubt; that share-lists, showing how the families allotted the 
lands, were actually obtained by Colonel Sykes is also clear ; 
but to what extent this superior tenure of whole villages pre- 
vailed, or whether in some cases the traditional evidence does 
not rather relate to shares in the headman’s privileged special 
landholding (or wafan), there is some room for question,^ On 
the whole I think it is more probable that these villages were 
subject to a local but really widespread over-lordship, which is by 
no means impossible to account for. It will be observed that in 
no case is there any suggestion of any common-holding of village 
lands. The families whose shares (thal) are spoken of may, or 
ihay not, be descended from common ancestors. Colonel Sykes 
notes particularly that the major shares w^ere called by the names 
of the founders — men of ‘ ancient Maratha families.’ We have no 
sufficient evidence as to who they were. Very probably they 
may be traced to the earlier Aryan or semi- Aryan clans, long 
before the name ‘ Maratha ’ was in use — though at a date when 

^ It will be remarked that the term derived from the early 

Moslem revenue systems which originated in the Muhammadan kingdoms 
of the Dakhan and thence become generally current. Malik ‘Ambar, the 
famous minister who made the Revenue Settlement of these parts, was 
always anxious to resuscitate, if he could, the niirasi families and make 
village Settlements with them. See Berar Gazetteer, p. 90, and G. W. 
Forrest’s Minutes of M. Elphinstone (Captain Brigg’s Report), p. 385. 

^ There is in the Reports something of the same confusion already 
noted in Madras ; for tlie terms watan, loaimidar, wdiich apply to the 
headman’s and village-q^Cfjr^’ privileged holdings, are sometimes applied 
to the ^To;prieta/)^y shares in the village ; at any rate, it is not certain 
which is meant. Hereditary holdings of headmen and officers are 
common in, and even characteristic of, raiyaUvCm villages ; so that their 
existence is no proof at all of any joint- tenure of the wiiole village as a 
unit estate. 
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tlie Hindu co-sliaring family institutions were already developed. 
Buddhism, we know, from arclaitectural remains, had obtained a 
hold in the countr}", but w^as afterwards supplanted by the later 
Brahmanic institutions. The early ^ Marathas ’ disappear from 
history and only emerge with the revival under Sivaji in the 
seventeenth century.^ 

Whenever the process of destruction of these early village 
over-lordships began, and whether it was chiefly due to Moslem 
victories or was before that period, these ruling families were 
defeated and deprived of their estates, except in so far as some of 
the descendants may have clung to villages here and there or to 
shares in such villages. Under the rule of a new conqueror, a 
change naturally begins : the lands still belpnging to certain 
branches of the landlord families cannot bear up against the 
heavy assessment that is imposed ; the families, already weakened 
and dispersed by defeats, having lost prestige and also had many 
members slain in battle, gradually disappear. The local governor, 
without much care for anything but immediate profit, puts in 
some uiKiri — i.e. non-proprietary cultivators — to till the vacant 
lands, and they in time become permanent holders with prescrip- 
tive rights. In any case, as time goes on, the few remaining 
ininlsdar, or co-sharers, and the cultivating uparis, become 
reduced to the same level, and both appear as mere raiyats 
occupying lands the superior ownership of which has become 
claimed by the ruler. 

I think this view will be generally confirmed by the evidence 
which is derived partly from the inquiries directed by the Hon. 
Monntstuart Eiphinstone pi'evious to his well-known Repoi't of 

^ The Daklian districts, covered with hills, afford the greatest facility 
for building forts and strongholds from which the early chieftains and 
noble families would dominate the villages in the ‘ talf or level country 
below. The old over -lord families were sure to have been non-agriculturist, 
and when their forts fell before their enemies they would lose their hold 
on the village lands to a great extent. In this respect they would be 
unlike the village bodies of Upper India, who, holding strong posts in the 
centre of their village lands, and being in close managing connection with 
the land and themselves agriculturists, were able to defend them and to 
secure their possession. I niay refer to p. Ill, ante, where some account 
is given of early Aryan contact with the west of India. 
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1819 on the ^Territories acquired from the Peshwa.’^ These 
inquiries were made at a time when real historical investigations 
into tenures were not understood, and they naturally leave 
much to be desired. A further inquiry was made by Colonel 
Sykes ; and his papers on ‘ Dakhan Tenures ' are to be found in 
vols. ii. and iii. of the Journal of the Eoyal Asiatic Society. 
The then well-remembered distinction between oninisi holders 
and upari holders, which is held to mark the existence of 
co-sharing families over the villages, did not extend to Khandesli, 
nor to the South Maratha country; but it was found in the 
Dakhan Oollectorates of Ahmadnagar, Puna, and Dharvar. 
Here, too, it was noticed that many lands not in possession of 
mirasdars were popularly known as gat-htd^ which implied that the 
landlord family (Jndtl) was ^ gone ’ or destroyed (gata). Colonel 
Sykes found that in many villages lists of shares still existed. 
And there is some I'eason to suppose that the larger share 
was called thal, while the minor or individual share was 
tiled? Colonel Sykes’s papers are well worth reading, but it has 
to be remembered that the author was not familiar with the 
joint-village, as found elsewhere ; there is nothing strange, for 
example, in the lands of one family branch or that lying 
scattered about, as the result of some family partition. And 
our author sometimes confuses the haq and the luatan holdings 
of headmen and village officers with the shares in the hereditary 

^ This is printed in Mr. G. TV. Forrest’s Official Writings of Mount- 
stuart Eilpliinstone (London : R, Bentley, 1884). Unfortunately, the 
whole of the Reports of Chaplin, Robertson, Thackeray, and others are 
not reproduced, but only those portions which Elphinstone attached to 
his official Minute. 

^ These words ax'e, nevex’theless, rather puzzling, perhaps, owing to 
faulty record of the real word. Thai means the ‘ ground, ‘ soil,’ and 
‘place’ in general; tal means ‘level.’ The correct word I cannot 
ascertain. TaJhari may mean a person holding land in the level plain 
as opposed to gadlikari, a person employed in the forts, or gadJi, which 
crowned the hills in the high land of the Dakhan and were doubtless the 
head-quarters of the chiefs of the clans which dominated the villages, 
TIM (or ihlhi ?) again suggests either a spot, a blotch, or patch, or, if the 
second form is correct, a lease or farm ; but the latter is less likely, for 
farming the revenue of villages could not have been in use in early days. 
Captain Robertson thought thal was used in the sense of a ‘field,’ 
(Forrest’s JEJlpMnstone's Minutes^ p. 379.) 
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estate of village proprietors. Lastly, he is much too ready to 
infer the general existence in the Dakhan districts of the thal 
system, where no trace of it was actually found. It can justly 
be inferred to have existed only where it also appears that there 
is at least the memory of mirdsi holdings in the village. 

Each tlial^ it is interesting to observe, just like the fatti of 
Northern India of which it is the counterpart, bears, as I have 
said, the name of the head of the branch to which it belonged. 
As the early volumes of the Royal Asiatic Society's Journal are 
not readily accessible, I will make one or two characteristic 
quotations : — 

At Nimbi, in the Nagar (Ahmadnagar) Collectorate (writes Colonel 
Sykes), there were twenty-three thal, of which eighteen were at 

Kothal, nine thal and live gathul. In the first case eighteen families 
out of twenty -three are extinct, and in the second, five out of 
nine. ... At the village of Belwandi {pargana Karde, Ahmadnagar 
district), there was not a single representative of an ancient family 
remaining in a.d. 1827, the whole of the lands were gathuh There 
were nevertheless some half dozen mirdsddrs who had purchased 
their lands from the Patel six or seven and twenty years hack.^ 
The KulkarnI even denied the existence of thals ; but, one of the 
mirdsddrs having told me that he had his land on the thal of an 
extinct family, I urged their existence so strenuously that a thaljdrd, 
or list of the estates into which the village lands are divided, was at 
last reluctantly produced, an old worn paper dated Saka 1698= a.d. 
1777. In this list I find the thals minutely detailed, together with 
their possessors, the number of names of mirdsddrs who had pur- 
chased mirds rights from the village authorities on the thals that 
had become gathul, and, finally, the names of the different uparis 
(tenants-at-will) renting land on the thals. In 1827 there was not 
a single person alive a descendant from the possessors of thals or 
mirds rights in 1777 ; it would appear that in Holkar’s inroad into 
the Dakhan in 1802, war, famine, pestilence, or flight had depopu- 
lated the village ; that the few people that returned died subse- 


^ Journal B. A, 8. ii. (1885), 209 ff. It will be remembered that in 
later Manltha times the Patels were made responsible for the revenue of 
their village ; and it was their duty to provide for the cultivation of 
abandoned holdings; and they would assume to sell the mirasi right 
occasional, either for their own profit- or as an inducement to culti- 
vators to take lands and to remain permanently. 
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quently, and tliat in consequence there was not an ancieht ' heritor ^ 
remaining. The lands of Baghroza (one of the constituent villages 
of Ahmadnagar) are divided into thals^ each having a family name 
with descendants of the original proprietors in possession of many 
of them. It might have been supposed that the Mussulmans would 
have dispossessed the Hindus ; ^ but with the exception of one tlial 
which from time immemorial ^ had been in the possession of the 
descendants of Husain Khan, whose name it bears, there is not a 
jMussiilman name to any of the tlmls. 

An instance is afterwards given of a ^ town ’ Wamori (or 
Wambori, in the Ahmadnagar district) in which tlials do not 
exist by that name, but there is a list found called Jamin-jarCi- 
jafhvimr^lht of lands according to families (jathd means 
^ company,' hence family), and there were thirty-four families. 
The individual holders were members of these families, holding 
the land divided into iiM ; the family lots were apparently not 
contiguous. In this instance, however, we have a case of the 
superior ownership being recently assumed by a family of 
some pretensions ; for it was known that Wamori had been 
devastated by Bhils, and that the inhabitants fled and the lands 
lay waste till some of the hereditary village officers returned 
and took possession of what lands they pleased. The Patara 
family holding the ixiieUliip (there were then five pdtels) had 
annexed no less than thirty thousand acres between them ; and 
the family of the Imlharni (accountant) had also taken possession 
of a large number of UM. 

Colonel Sykes thinks that the thal system could be traced 
in three-fourths of the villages in the Ahmadnagar and Puna 

^ This, however, would not be likely ; the Niziim Shfdii kings (in this 
part) took the rule only and could not have furnished foreigners sufficient to 
dispossess any considerable number of land-holders. Moreover, it appears 
to have been their policy to preserve the old land-holders and superior 
families, regarding them as the best guarantee for a permanent revenue. 

This is an exaggeration, for the dates of the conquest, and of any 
possible Mussulman proprietor, are perfectly well known. Probably the 
share was acquired between the fourteenth and sixteenth centuries ; but 
here we have the original process repeated; a Musssulmfm locally 
replaces as overdord an earlier Hindu whose ancestor may have been 
lord of the whole village or more, and who probably gained bis position 
by similar conquest in the first instance. 
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districts. It is curious tEat, thongli tlie superior tenures werej 
as so. often observed, originally free or at least privileged . bold- 
ings, they afterwards (in Moslem and Maratha times) were made 
to pay at a rate which was higher than that of ordinary 
occixpants, and was distinguished by the term swastidham} 
And, characteristically, the Marathas, not liking to openly sur- 
charge this, levied once in three years an extra cess^ which they 
called onirds-patti^ a special tax on the privilege of superior 
tenure ! Under such circumstances it is no wonder that in the 
course of time the distinction between sivasti land and other, or 
between the representative mirdsi occupant and the npari or 
tenant, soon became a matter of memories and names only. It 
owed such partial preservation as it actually had to the feeling 
of attachment to hei’editary lands and to pride of superior 
origin. The mirclsddr as such would be able to marry his 
daughters, and secure social advantages that would be denied 
to the upari^ however wealthy. Nor is it surprising that the 
Moslem and Maratha Governments respected at least the title to 
mirdni lands ; this was partly because they had a natural fellow- 
feeling with the higher families, partly that they themselves felt 
that customary respect for hereditary land which was never 
altogether extinct,^ partly also because such lands could be 
made to pay more than the others. Ordinary tenants not 
attached by hereditary sentiment to any particular village will 
not be induced to cultivate unless tempted by terms that on the 
whole are advantageous.^ 

^ Corruptly, sosihi or susthi ; the word means ‘ weU-being ’ — 'i,e. a rate 
{dhdm) proper for land held on privileged or superior tenure. 

The private lands of the governing classes themselves would neces- 
sarily be held on an analogous if not identical tenure ; this also might 
make them have some respect for the mirdsi holding in general. 

® This opportunity may be taken to mention that, besides these traces 
of the tenure of co-sharing landlord families over villages, there were, in a 
few villages, locally surviving divisions of an older nature, as indicated by 
the purely Bravidian terms used. The lands were divided into larger 
areas called mvbnd, and smaller ones called Ms. The writer of the 
Ahmadnagar Gazetteer {Bombay Gazetteer, xyiL referring to siii. p. 5 JO), 
justly points out that the division had nothing to do with co-sharing 
families in superior possession; for where these existed they were of 
Aryan origin and had the Sanskritic names of that, tikci, &c. Nor do 

C C 
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Section III.— Modern (or existing) Cases of the 
Juxtaposition of the Two Types of Village 

( 1 ) The Gujarat Districts of Bombay 

We have just seen that in the Dakhan districts, whatever 
groups of landlord families holding villages in shares once existed, 
they have died out. In one or two of the Gujarat districts we 
find a number of ^ shared ’ (i.e. jointly held) villages still surviv- 
ing, but having a different and much later origin ; and they are 
found side by side with the ordinary miyahvdri village. W e shall 
find them, in fact, held by families of Bohra (or Vohara), and 
by families of the enterprising agricultural caste called Kunbl. 
In both cases the co~sharing tenure is due to the families hav- 
ing originally taken the management, as revenue-farmers, or 
in some analogous capacity ; and now their descendants have 
sub-divided the villages into many shares, and have long held the 
whole as virtual owners. That many more villages had formerly 
come under the same kind of ‘ ownership ’ there can be no doubt, 
but they did not survive the Maratha rule. In fact, it is largely 
due to the fact that the Nawabs of Bharoch encouraged such 
villages that they survive as much as they do. 

Before describing these tenures it will be well very rapidly 
to review the position of the Gujarat country as a whole ; for it 

they indicate any Maratha naethod of revenue-management; though 
doubtless the revenue officers, finding these old divisions of fields still 
remembered, made use of them to impose lump sums of revenue on the 
whole, making the cultivators distribute the amount among themselves. 
Thus the idea arose — which is quite without any foundation — that those 
few villages where the mund areas were known had some resemblance to 
the North Indian mmlnddri or ^patttddri villages. The terms mund (ef. 
muddf mur'ka, &c.), and kda indicate larger or smaller areas or lots as 
measured by the quantity of seed required to sow them. This was a very 
ancient mode of estimating area, still traceable in Kanara and other 
Dravidian districts. The word is also found in Berar (Berdr Ga^et- 
teer^ p. 93), where it is used {mundhcm) to mean an old original 
cultivator of a holding. It is quite possible that these terms may connect 
the present with the old form of Dravidian village, and indicate the 
establishment of different lots or holdings for the headman, the mdhato, 
the priest, &c. (Of, p. 179, ante,) 
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illustrates well liow these joint or shared ownerships of villages 
(where we have nothing to do with clan movements and the 
foundation of villages in a new territory) always originate 
in some dismembered territorial over-lordship, or in some position 
of vantage gained by a revenue-farm, or grant of the revenue- 
management of a viilage. 

In the Dakhan districts, the early and probably only half- 
Aryan chiefs who once dominated the country disappeared, as 
I have stated. In the richer Gujahat districts, a much larger and 
longer continued series of local chiefships attract our attention. 
For the earlier centuries we have no detailed knowledge; but 
there is every reason to believe that besides early Aryans coming 
from the Indus Valley, and probably other Northern leaders 
also, Greek Princes (connected with the name of Menander) 
had the rule ; and at one time Asoka, the Buddist Emperor of 
Magadha, extended at least his suzerainty thus far. But at 
some date long subsequent to the establishment of the Aryan 
clans in the Ganges plain, and when the Rajput chiefs had 
spread into Rajpntana and Malwa, we begin to have historic 
glimpses of powerful Raj put dynasties, still strictly localised. They 
were of the later Aryan type, either Buddhist, Jain, or Brah- 
manic, being of the Acjnihida^ or ‘ Kre-born ’ houses, the Ohdivam 
(locally Olulvada) of Anhilwara, the Solankhai, and later Bdgheld 
princes. In the fourteenth century the ‘ Hindu ’ rule came to an 
end, and there succeeded a series of Moslem Sultans, the results of 
the early conquests subsequent to Mahmud of Ghazni. Their 
rule lasted some 165 years, till Akbar conquered the country in 
A.D. 1572. A number of local ‘estates’ or lordships, the 
remnants of the old chiefs’ dominions, were the natural result.^ 
With these we are not now concerned. But it is hardly wonder- 
ful that under such a varied series of rulers, all desirous of 
making the best revenue possible, and rewarding their followers, 
there should be occasional examples of petty lordships over 
villages : such were the tenures enjoyed by persons called 
gdmeti, mdlih, Jcashdti, &c. 

The class of village under Bohra or Kunbi families, which is 

^ There is a particularly good account of Gujarat in the Asiatic 
Quarterly Beview hy the late Mr. W. G. Pedder. I think it was in 1889. 
I have a copy of the article, but, unfortunately, not the reference. 
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fliat we have immediately nnder om consideratioiij arose out of 
‘evejiue-farming arraiigenieiits. , When the time came at which 
ie old fashion of collecting the revenue in grain proved too 
oroublesoinej th^ natural resource was to fix a lump sum in 
demand from the whole village, whether at a full estimate or at 
some moderated sum (udhad-jama). This was especially the 
Maratha system ; and the local. ofiScials looked about for some 
village manager to be responsible for the total sum ; he in his 
turn being entitled to take grain or cash (or both) from the 
villagers, as he best could, to recoup himself. When there 
was .any local chief or garnet^ or hashlti, of course he was the 
person who managed the village. When it was an ordinary 
ndyakavri village, either the fdtel (indigenous) headman 
might be employed, or some outsider put in. It was merely a 
question of opportunity and circumstances whether such a 
revenue-manager grew into being virtual owner of the village, 
in which case the family would divide the property into shares. 
.In the cases before us — chiefly in the districts of Broach (Bharoch) 
and Kaii*a (Khecla) — the revenue-managers had contrived to 
retain their villages, and had handed them on to their descen- 
dants as their own property. 

In principle, these estates are joint-villages like those of Upper 
India. As late as 1827 such villages were more numerous than 
they are now.^ Two kinds are now in survival : one is called 
hlwjjdajTl, or ‘ held on shares ; ' and the shares are (in origin at any 
rate) the ancestral fractions of the law of inheritance, and, in fact, 
correspond to the pattidan tenure of Upper India. In the Kaira 
district the prevalent form is the narymdan, which has a some- 
what difiTerent constitution, and in Upper India would be called 
a form of bhaidchdnl tenure — i,e. fractional shares resulting from 
the law of inheritance were not observed, but a scheme distri- 

^ The example of a raiyatwari Settlement all round, and the fact that 
the revenue officers assessed (in general, for there was some difference in 
detail) every held and holding, would give a great impulse to the co- 
sharers already holding in severalty to adopt the survey-rate on their 
holding, instead of their own fractional shares or other customary modes 
of levy ; and if they consented to give up any waste numbers not in 
cultivation, they would become practically raiyatwarL The only draw- 
back was a certain loss of dignity by giving up the ‘ shared ’ tenure. 


EXISTING OASES OF JUXTAPOSITION— BOMBAY 389 

buting tlie, cliarges for reveniie and expenses was made out 
according to the value and advantages of the several holdings. 
The word ncmm itself means a schedule or scheme of rateable or 
proportionate payments assigned to each sharer. And the shares 
or holdings were valued by reference to the which 

I understand to be certain artihciai land-measures adopted for the 
valuation of the different shares relatively, like the bhauichdm- 
hujhd of Northern India. 

In Bharoch the co-sharing holders (hlidc/ddr) have, I under- 
stand, become much mixed as to family and caste. But the 
prevailing caste of proprietors seems still to be the peasant or 
agricultural section of the Muhammadan Bohra or Vohara.^ 
These families appear to have acquired a hold over a number of 
villages at a date which is uncertain, hut cannot be many 
generations ago. They got their footing as revenue farmers, or 
by the familiar process of lending money, or becoming sureties 
for village revenue payments ; this naturally ends by transferring 
the land to the surety. In 181 8 as many as eighty-four villages 
were found to be held by Bohra families, who had undertaken 
the joint responsibility for the revenue, and accordingly had 
divided both the land and the responsibility into family shai^es. 

The Kaira villages, again, are mostly held by Kunbi com- 
munities ; the precise origin has not, as far as I know, been 
traced ; but it seems likely that these enterprising agricultural 
castemen undertook, on the acknowledgment of a permanent 
lease or other superior tenure, to be responsible for the revenue, 
possibly restoring the villages after some calamity had for a 
time thrown them out of cultivation. They have kept together 
better than the Bohra communities, probably because the nanvd 
system tended better to prevent the disruption of the community, 
and secured mutual co-operation and support in meeting the 
revenue demand.^ 

^ I cannot find proof of the correct spelling. In the local dialect the 
w is usually pronounced as v: hence narm, vanta,> &o. (nanoit, wdntfi^ 
&C-), and so with h and v. 

" It is to be wished that we had a more definite detail about 
the classes or castes actually holding shares, and about the people’s 
own traditions of origin and history. There is a valuable Beport on these 
tenures, by the late Mr. W. Pedder, C.SJ., in the Boynlay Beven^ae 
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The difference between the iiarwa and hhdgddri villages is 
usually treated, by the Bombay writers, as a question of the 
fornb of assessmd'nt ; in the ncirivd village, it is said, the revenue 
was, at first at any rate, assessed in the lump for the whole 
village, according to former custom, and the people prepared 
the distribution list according to which the co-sharers arranged 
to pay the total amountd In the Bhdg villages, on the other 
hand, every share-land or family holding, being separate, was 
separately assessed ; and the fields held by tenants were valued 
at the usual survey-rates. The revenue on the tenant lands 
was paid accordingly ; but the rest was added up together, and 
the total distributed among the co-sharers, according to their 
own fractional shares. I cannot believe that this is the real 
f enure distinction ; the different mode of assessing must surely 
have been the consequence, not the cause, of a difference wduch 
already existed, and which I have attempted to describe. It 
will be well to examine a little more in detail the features of 
each class of village, as it may show that here, in fact, we have 
the same varieties as naturally occur in joint villages elsewhere. 
In both cases the origin was, as I have stated, in an arrange- 
ment made by individuals of sufficient influence who under- 
took the responsibility for the revenue-asseSsment of the whole 

Selections, one of those monographs which ought to be reprinted, with 
notes and explanations added, by some intelligent inquirer of the present 
time. Some good remarks are to be found in Mr. A. Eogers’s Paper on 
Bombay Tenures in the Journal of the East India Association, and 
in the Bomhay Gazetteer, iii. 88 (Kaira) ; for the Broach (Bharoeh) 
district, ii. 377, 483 ; and for some remains (in Daskroi) of Ahmadabad 
shared villages, see iv. 156. 

^ None of the rej)orts give any detail as to how a narwaddri liolding 
is actually made up ; I have no doubt it is of various proportions of eacli 
kind of soil ; and Biat the customary valuation is effected by some 
artificial standard-lot (which is the system called bliaidcMra in Nortl’L 
India), and it %vas worked also with the annual or periodic readjustment 
of burdens known in the North as hhejhardr; both features are certainly 
implied, by Mr. Tedder’s Beport. It seems to me probable that our first 
Settlement officers, finding this apparently complicated method, thought 
it better not to try and assess the holdings separately, and so assessed 
the w'hole of the na/rwti lands en bloc, I can only offer that as my 
suggestion. It is a fact that the narwd lands w’ere assessed in the lump^ 
and the hMgddfi field by field. 
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village. Thus, as regards the Kaira villages, we are told : * 

^ Under this, the narwd system, the headraan^s responsibility 
was divided among the members of his family. In such cases, 
the different branches of the family were traced back to their 
common ancestor, and the village divided into as many hhdg, or 
primary divisions, as that ancestor had sons. Bach share was 
made over to the representatives of one son, and they divided it 
into as many lots as there were men (heads of households) in 
their branch. The head of each branch was called hlidgddr, or 
He acted for the other shareholders, but interfered in 
no way with the management of their shares.' The families — 
and sometimes there was only one to a whole branch, would 
either till their own lands or let out the fields to tenants. 
Shares were sometimes sold,^ and outsiders thus brought in. 
The peculiar narwd feature was this : ‘ Every year the Govern- 
ment demand (anlcdo) was divided equally among all the branches, 
and in every branch each shareholder had a lot, called phald^ 
assigned to him. If he failed to pay, he forfeited his right to 
the land, and the other sharers might force him to give it up.' ^ 
But this was not always insisted on, for the others also might fail 
to pay, or the parela^ or lapsed shares, might have to be managed 
direct by the State officer. 

The shares were expressed in anas (fractions of a rupee) on 
an artificial scale. Thus, in a village called Sandesar, in Pitlad, 
there were seven branches, and the revenue demand was 
lis. 7,854. The whole village was treated as = 84 anas, of 
which 1 2 were assigned to each of the seven hhdg. There were 
403| Jngluls held undivided, and the income of this, Rs. 294, 
was first devoted to the revenue payment, leaving Rs. 7,560 
to be met by the remaining lots held in severalty and covering 

^ Bomhay Gazetteer (Kaint), p. 88 ff. 

- The complicated and readjustable nai^m share would be less easy to 
sell than the fixed, demarcated, fractional share of the hhdgddri village ; 
perhaps this was the reason why the latter villages have become more 
miscellaneously held (p. 389, ante). 

^ This is noteworthy, as confirming what I said about the Madras 
Vellalar (p. 377, ante). Such a power does not exist in the pattiddri com- 
munities descended from an ‘ aristocratic ’ ancestor in Upper India. It 
shows a voluntary association for colonising or revenue managing. 
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1^505 Ughas. Each am thus corresponded to a holding of 
17 hlfflids and a fraction (17*9 x 84 = 1,504 nearly).^ As 
there remained Es. 7,560 to be paid on 1,505 highds^ that 
gave Ks. 90 for each ana share (90 x 84 = 7,560). The 
majmun, or common land, was managed for the community by the 
headmen* On the whole, the narwd village evidently much resem- 
hies the democratic lludmlid/rd community of Northern India. 

In the hMgdari village the method is somewhat different, 
and approximates to the ancestral fractional-share system, or 
'paUicldn, of the Nrorth-West Provinces. In the example selected 
by the writer of the notice in the Bombay Gazetteer^ the village 
has a total area of 2,500 acres, of which 1,800 are held divided 
find 700 held jointly* Now in Bharoch there might be three 
^ ancestors,’ or representatives of three major shares of four anas 
(iach, leaving the undivided land as a kind of fourth share to 
represent the remaining four anas of the unit rupee. This, it is 
true, would not, be the case with an ^ imperfect pattiMrl ’ village 
of Upper India, held on fractional shares in descent from an 
original founder. In such a village, if there were only three 
'paiUy each could represent one-third of the whole (5^ dna)'^ and 
each would be liable for the same fraction of the revenue, and 
would take the same fraction of the undivided land when it 
came to be partitioned, and meanwhile each would have one- 
third of the rents and profits.^ 

But in the Bharoch example, each of the three sharers holds 
600 acres as a four-ana share, and 700 acres are in common 
(3 X 600 •+■ 700 = 2,500). The total revenue is assumed to be 
Es. 10,000, of which Es. 4,000 come from the manorial dues 
and income of the common land, leaving Es. 6,000 to be met by 
the three sharers. Each of the three hhdgs would thus have to 
find Es. 2,000, which would again be distributed in regular 
fractions among the sub-sharers ; thus, two ^ patlddrs ’ (secondary 
sharers) of the first hlidg, would pay Es* 1,000 each ; or, if they 
were further subdivided, say into eight minor shares, each of 

^ See p. 389, as to the different soils in each holding ; and the note at 
p. 335, ante. 

^ In practice, the rents* and profits of the common would probably be 
first taken to meet the revenue demand, and it would be the balance that 
woald be met (one-third by each) by the main shares. 
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these would find Es. 125 and so on.^ In prosperous times the 
common land would he held by tenants, and so mana,ged as per- 
haps to cover the whole or a lai’ge part of the revenue demand ; 
but under the Marathas an assessment would be laid on eveiy 
separate portion, and the village total would be raised accord- 
ingly ; and I expect that the arrangement noted above, of treat- 
ing the tenant land or ^ common " as a sort of separate share, 
arose out of this necessity. 

The villages all keep their list of the shares and sub-shares, 
which is called phaldmii. The major share is here locally called 
motdhhdg^ and the minor share peidhlidcj. Each family share is 
pdtl, and the holder of it pdilddr. This is the usual division of 
the estate according to the degrees of the original family — sons, 
grandsons, and great-grandsons of the founder. 

The people, Mr. Pedder notices, are unwilling to give up the 
status of co-sharer, because they would lose ‘ or dignity ; 

they can marry their daughters much better with this claim 
to superiority. On the other hand, the convenience of the 
raiyativdri method, surrendering the ownership of unused waste 
to Government, and having to pay just the fixed assessment on 
the particular field, must in time tempt them to abandon the 
original form,^ It is curious how few villages, comparatively, 
became definitely constituted like the nanvadari and hhagdarL 
In North India, under similar revenue-farming arrangements, and 
under the forced sales and similar transfers which they occasion, 
revenue farmers and p)UTchasers at auction have become the 
proprietors of a respectable percentage of the total number of 
village-communities in the North-West Provinces. But the 
JMaratha administration was never favourable to these growths. 
Though there were farmers in abundance, they were too strictly 
looked after, and not allo'wed to continue long enough, to become 

^ It would often happen that one of the hJidg would have part of its 
land undivided among its own members (onajmrm^hhilg), then they would 
meet their 2,000 rupee share just in the same way, as above stated for the 
whole village ; they would first apply the proceeds of the common land to 
the payment, and then provide the balance according to their shares. 

The people call the rmyatwwri villages sanjCt (in Gujarat seja)^ 
which means ‘joint,’ or not shared ; not because there is or ever has been 
any joint-holding, but because there are no Widg^pdi^ but all are on , 
the same footing of equality. 
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proprietors ; and the same is true of the village officers, who in 
later times presumed greatly on their powers, and in some 
cases acquired very large holdings,^ by forced sales and 
mortgages in their village. 

( 2 ) The Bikaner State. 

We have another instance yet to notice, in conclusion, of a 
Native State in which both kinds of village exist side by side. 
I do not doubt that many other cases could be found ; but it is 
only under favourable conditions that they come to notice and 
get recorded. If the generalland system of a province happens 
to be based on the prevalence of one foi^m or the other, the 
tendency must be for any other forms that may exist naturally, 
to assimilate to the one contemplated by the system. In the 
provinces of Northern India where ndyatwari villages existed of 
old, as no doubt they did, before the landlord villages grew up 
and Jat and other invaders established themselves, it is quite 
likely that some at least would remain without falling under 
any landlord class ; and yet in the present clay no distinction 
would possibly survive after our surveys and records, which 
are prepared to suit the joint form.‘^ So in Madras, the general 
system being miyakvdri, the tendency for the local, and already 
decaying, mirdsi or joint-villages to become merged in the 
prevalent form proved irresistible. 

The circumstances of the State of Bikaner have made it 
possible for both kinds of village to survive together. Bikaner 
is situate in the northern corner of Eajputana, in a sandy plain 
which stretches north and north-west of the Aravali mountains. 
It is possessed of a generally poor soil and is thinly populated, 

^ For example, in the case of the Wamori Piltel above alluded to. See 
also a curious account in Bombay Gazetteer^ iv. 485 (referring to 
Forbes’s Oriental Memoirs, ii. 419). The District Accountant {majmu- 
Mr, or despandyd of other parts), named Lalluhhui, attained to such 
pretensions in the Bharoch district as to go about ‘ with mace-bearers 
running before him proclaiming idle titles.’ This was in 1770. Had this 
happened under more favourable circumstances, or in Bengal, he would 
have ended by becoming a great * Zamindilr.’ Uiifortunately, under the 
Marathas, an end was put to his career by a revenue -farm which he was 
tempted to bid up for against a rival. He got it, but on terms that 
proved his ruin. 

^ Ante, p. 344. 
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so thafc the villages are more easy to observe and to classify. 
About the latter half of the fifteenth century, a clan of Rajputs 
(of the Baht or stock) establivshed a dominion and divided the 
territory into a IJidlsa demesne for the Raja and into chief- 
ships held (on the usual or qnasi-feudal tenure) by the 

Thakur or ‘ barons.’ ^ In the hhdlsa area we find two kinds of 
village — those established in independence, before the Rahtor 
dominion, by Jats,^ and villages established since the dominion 
and mostly within the last century or so. It is probable, says 
Air. Fagan, that originally neither the Rahtor Raja nor his fief- 
holders claimed any definite ownership in the soil ; but they held 
the over-lordship as rulers, each realising the grain-share in his 
own territory. Air. Fagan goes on to remark that, though, 
primogeniture has to some extent secured the chiefs ^ estates ’ 
from partition, still the issue of grants of villages and mainte- 
nance provision for members of the family (which assign the 
chiefs grain-share and the right of cultivating the waste), have 
virtually created a number of petty estates, in which there is a 
distinct tendency for the grantee to draw closer to the land arid 
to become the direct owner or village landlord. 

In the Raja’s demesne, the chief’s connection with the land 
could not, in the nature of things, be as close as that of a 
resident landlord ; and, consequently, the Raja collects his 
revenue and exercises his right of disposing of the waste, 
without directly influencing the tenure of the land in general. 

The Jat villages, in the absence of any other dominion at the 
time, established an independent position, and are held in joint 
ownership by co-shariiig bodies — representatives of the original 
‘ founders.’ In the Thakur s estates above mentioned, this 
position has now been overborne by the Thakiir’s assertion of 
the superior landlordship ; but the oilginal right is still so far 
recognised as to give a claim to hold permanently and on an 
hereditary title. It is chiefly in the Raja’s demesne that the 
joint- village is more distinctly in evidence ; but side by side with 

^ Bepori on the Settlement of the Klialm Villages of the Blhaner 
State^ 1893, by P. J. Fagan, C.Si (Panjab Government). 

^ 8, B, iii. § 19. Here the name is Jat. It will be observed that the 
Biijputs furnished only the ruling house and its army. Had they been 
more numerous, they might have formed co-sharing villages, as elsewhere. 
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tie Jat villages, all the other villages are groups of independent 
cultivating holders who have settled together under a headman 
(or ccmdhri), who was their spokesman in applying for leave to 
establish cultivation. Here, as in the South-eastern Panjab, the 
people commenced the village by driving in a stake or pole on 
the site of the abcull} Sometimes permission was not formally 
asked, but as soon as the new village became knowm the Eaja's 
officer would go to the spot and settle terms. In the village 
itself (land being in this case abundant and irrigation from the 
johar or tank being well-nigh indispensable) there was no formal 
allotment of holdings ; each settler took what he could manage. 
There was no partition/ says Mr. Fagan, ‘ of the whole or part 
of a definite ai’ea by virtue of a joint-landlord claim over it.’ 
Where population is scanty and the area wide, no objection is 
made to anyone extending his fields into the adjacent waste, or 
even to new-comers doing the like. But in the more thickly 
populated parts of the Eastern Tahsils, only the original settlers 
can so extend their holdings ; new-comers (called here, as often 
elsewhere, stiTchhcm) must get the headman’s permission to cul- 
tivate. The caudhn acts in this respect, not as landlord, but 
as representative of the State- Mr. Fagan particularly notes 
that the cmulhrl has no superior position as claiming general 
ownership over the village. Nor were the oldest settlers or 
‘ first clearers ’ owners of the whole area jointly; their position 
is only marked by exemption from certain local fees, or taxes on 
marriages, or on weighment of grain, and by their having greater 
freedom in taking np additional waste to extend their holdings. 
The actual boundaries of each village, and the jurisdiction of the 
miidkn, became settled in time by practice, and by the defi- 
nition which results from contact with the areas of neighbouring 
villages. 

It does not appear whether the Jat joint-villages are in the 
paUkldn form, or whether (as is more likely) they are in the 
form of the clan- villages settled on some form of hhaidcMrd 
tenure. It is true that the miyakedri villages are not of 
ancient origin;, but many joint communities in other parts are 

^ In the Panjab, it will be observed, owing to the system, such villages 
are classed as ' joint-villages ’ and are so treated ; in Bikaner they appear 
in their natural rmjahvdri form. 
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no older, and there must surely be a real difference in the 
custom and constitution of the Jat clans who preceded them. 
The cO”Sharing among the latter was due to their sense of 
superior position, either as descendants from individual founders, 
or as members of a clan obtaining a new home as a matter of 
conquest or adventure, and bringing with them this characteristic 
of clan feeling. The other settlers have no such pretensions ; 
they assert merely a right to their own holdings in virtue of the 
first clearing and establishment of tillage which they have 
accomplished. This is not a decay of the former feeling, but 
one characteristically different. 
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CHAPTER X 

GENERAL SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Section L— Ideas of Pkoperty, Collective and Individual 

The numerous instances of village formation which have been 
collected from the Settlement Reports and similar authorities 
can hardly have failed to suggest the impossibility of disposing 
of ^ the Indian Village Community ^ by referring the whole of 
the phenomena to some one theory or generalised view of the 
subject. But such a conviction does not preclude us from 
drawing certain general conclusions which appear to arise 
naturally from a comparative view of the various forms and 
kinds of village presented to our observation. 

One of the first questions which the facts naturally suggest, 
is : seeing that the village is a group of persons as well as an 
aggregate of fa?icZ*-hoIdings, what kind of right or title was 
really acknowledged ? or, in other words, what kind of connection 
is there between the persons and the la7id of a village ? And this 
question involves the two subordinate inquiries — (1) how has any 
idea of ownership or right in land in India grown up ? and (2) 
how have these rights been recognised — as residing in the 
individual, or father of the household, or in a body of wider 
kindred, or in a still larger body, such as a whole clan ? 

(1) Earhj Ideas of Bight in Land 

The sense of ownership in land, if we judge solely on the 
basis of what has occurred in India, seems to have arisen and pro-* 
gressed in a manner which is purely natural, and which does not, 
at any rate, need for its explanation an a priori assumption of 
^ collective ownership,’ or holding ‘ in common.’ If any evidence 
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exists of actual collective owiaership, at any stage of the 
development of tenures, that is another matter ; but, in so far as 
it may be regarded in the light of a necessary postulate, it may 
be not out of place to remark that ‘ collective ownership/ as a 
very early phenomenon, is a hazardous thing to assume the 
existence of; the very name or term is one which it is difficult to 
employ without bringing in a number of ideas of a kind which, 
instinctively as they arise in our own minds, can hardly have 
existed in the minds ' of primitive or early tribal settlers. We 
have become so accustomed to a mental analysis of ^ ownership/ 
and to say, at least in general terms, what it involves or in what 
it consists, that it is not easy to think of any right in land apart 
from such conceptions. When, for example, we think of the 
periodical exchange of holdings which is found among certain 
clan-settlers, and assert that this indicates ‘ common ownership ’ 
because (to use M. de Laveleye’s words ^ ^ le fonds continue a 
rester la propri6t6 collective du clan, h qui il fait retour de temps 
en temps, afin qu^on puisse proceder a un nouveau partage,’ this 
seems to imply that a precedent conception of what ‘ collective 
property’ is existed in the minds of the clan, and that in 
consequence of such a conception the surrender of the holdings 
became required by custom. But it is impossible to suppose 
that any distinction of the kind was even vaguely understood : 
exchange was the custom because it gave every one an equal 
chance; not because the tribe realised the idea of a joint- 
property, which, in the juristic nature of things, was capable 
of being recalled and redistributed. Every tribesman knew that 
he had joined in conquering or seizing a territory, and that he 
would fight to keep his hold on it. He acknowledged that 
his chief’s word was his law, and that the share allotted to him 
and his fellows mUwSt be observed. His sense of right to his 
own allotment would make him equally ready to fight for it ; 
and if asked why ? he would in all probability reply, because his 
clan had conquered it, his chief had allotted him ^ his inheritance/ 
and he had cleared and ploughed up the land. 

Patting aside the temptation to read modern juristic notions 
between the lines, it would seem that the right to land grows 

^ Fro^riMe Primitive^ &c. p. 5, 
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out of two ideas ; one being that a special claim arises, to any 
object, or to a plot of land, by virtue of the labour and skill 
expended on making it useful or profitable ; the other, that a 
claim arises from conquest or superior might. In a very early 
stage, a body of primitive settlers comes to a 'boundless' 
area of wooded or jungle-clad but fertile plain. As each house- 
hold group laboriously clears and renders fit for cultivation a 
certain area, the father, or the united family, as the case may be, 
regards the plot as now connected with himself or themselves 
specially, in virtue of the labour expended on it. This claim is 
recognised by all, because every other member of the clan has the 
same feeling as regards the field he has cleared. The feeling 
of right is further developed when each holding is the result 
not merely of a random choice, but of some regular procedure of 
allotment by the clan chief. ^ 

If there are no other human beings to contest the ownership, 
although the clan occupies a more or less compact general 
territory, the sense of any wider or more general clan-right is 
not as keen as it afterwards becomes when other, very likely 
unfriendly, clans lie all round, and each has to maintain its own 
limits against aggression. The idea of clan-right to the territory 
as a whole — both the cleared holdings and the waste which is 
grazed over and from which wood is cut, must soon, in the 
natural course of events, become definite. Not only is there 
sure to be some clan collected together at the time of first 
settling,^ but the families, naturally and by choice grouped 
together, must help each other a great deal in clearing the 
jungle, building the cottages, digging the tanks or wells, and in 
many similar works. Hence, even if there were no general 
sense of kindred, which long residence together has fostered, 
there would still be a certain sense of union. The right to the 
holding selected and cleared by the family is, however, naturally 
superior to the clan-territorial claim, being more definite : it is, in 
fact, dependent on the sentiment which originates the notion of 

^ The sentence of the Patriarch and the result of casting lots, are 
both of them in early times, vested with a semi-dmne cogency or signifi- 
cance. 

® I refer to the first general (Dravidian) movement, probably un- 
opposed, to a permanent agricultural settlement. 


SUMMAEY AND' CONCLUSION 


401 


^ property ’ in general —that which a man has ‘ made ' or ren- 
dered useful and profitable he has a special title to enjoy. 

Professor Kovalevsky, in his interesting lectures on the 
development of the family,^ has quoted the curious reflection of 
Eousseau : ^ Le premier qui ayant enclos un terrain, s’avisa H dire 

Oeci est a moi,’’ et trouva des gens assez simples pour le croire, 
fut le vrai fondateur de la soci6te civile. Que de crimes .... 
n’eut point ^pargne au genre humain celui qui arrachant les 
pieux ou comblant le fosse eut crie a ses semblables : Gardez- 
vous d ecouter cet imposteur ; vous etes perdus si vous oubliez 
qiie les fruits sont ^ tons, et que la terre n’est 4 personne.” ’ 
The natural sense of the community unfortunately was that the 
person who did tear up the stakes of the fence or did fill up the 
ditch would be an enemy and a wrongdoer ; everyone consented 
that the clearer of the waste had a real claim to the field he had 
made. The sentiment is observed among all tribes when they 
have made a permanent agricultural settlement ; it was, in fact, 
Nature herself who prevented the early existence of the philo- 
sopher who should cry ‘ Beware of such a supposition,’ though it 
arises instinctively. 

The naturalness of such a feeling of appropriation is the 
more obvious because in early times there is nothing to prevent 
its action ; there is no prior claim nor obstacle to the customary 
allotment by the clan chiefs : the wide expanse of virgin jungle 
is as free as the air or water. The modern Socialist asks as 
against the present possessor of a farm or a park, ^ Although you 
have spent money in draining, planting, and, in fact, in creating 
the utility and value of the plot, what right had you to deal at 
all- — for any permanent purpose — with that particular section 
of the surface of the national land ? ’ He considers it an 
economic wrong that the growth of custom and law should 
have allowed a permanent individual appropriation. But, in 
truth, it is only the operation of an instinctive feeling of human 
nature. The early tribesman, under sanction of custom, appro- 
priated his field, or his share of the tribal land, as ^he would 
appropriate a tree to make a canoe or a plough. 

But very soon another factor comes into the question : when 

^ Tableau des Origines et de V Evolution de la Famille^ &c. (Stockholm, 
1890), pp. 60, 51, 
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tribes multiply, and, moving east or west, come into conflict, 
and one is superior in energy and in power of conoibination to 
another ; the possession of land no longer remains a matter of 
first appropriation in the absence of all other claims. Might 
becomes right ; and conquest gives a new title. The title by 
‘ first clearing ’ is overborne by the title by conquest, notwith- 
standing that the claim by first clearing will probably be 
acknowledged by the conquerors as among themselves. This 
claim by conquest and superiority the next generation will 
euphemise as the claim by ‘inheritance.’ It is curious to 
observe that a people so advanced as the Eomans, and so apt to 
make that legal analysis of things which has influenced all 
subsequent views regarding ownership, not only conceived the 
idea of res nullius — Le. crude material or potential property as 
yet unappropriated — ^but they boldly held that when war broke 
out the lands and property of an enemy reverted to a state of 
nature and once more became res nullius. The conquerors 
began over again the process of customary appropriation. 

Out of this new growth — ^the right by conquest or ‘ inheri- 
tance ’ — some further factors in the making of land-tenures are 
sure to spring. In India, among early tribes like the Mongoloid 
and Kolarian (as far as we, can trace their habits), the cohesion 
was extremely loose, and the idea of centralised rule quite want- 
ing. This appears to have been gradually improved upon by the 
Dravidian races ; but it is later conquering tribes like the Aryan, 
the Indo-Scythian, the Jat and the north-west frontier tribes, 
that had the best developed powers of combination and organ- 
isation. Hence we find ideas of the right of a whole clan to a 
certain territory, in which every member has his share or his 
equal interest ; and we find families expanding into clans, and 
still keeping up something of this same notion.^ 

But it is also a further phase of clan development, under 
the necessity for military discipline, and organised movement, 
that the patriarchal rule of chiefs gives way to a system of king 

^ In such a ease the sense of individual appropriation exists side by 
side with the sense of the eoUective appropriation ; and while each gets 
Ms separate share, the custom of periodical exchange of holdings is the 
expression of the equal right which results from the unity of the whole 
body. 



403 


SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

and barons, or subordinate chiefs. And no sooner are these 
dignities acknowledged than there arise various kinds of terri- 
torial lordship, which may take the form of a kingdom, or local 
chiefship, or a sort of manorial holding of smaller portions of land. 
This right of lordship over an estate has nothing to do with the 
question of labour or expense incurred in clearing and cultivat- 
ing the soil, but is an over-lordship, based on caste or family 
superiority, attained by conquest or otherwise ; and it expresses 
itself by taking a share in the produce raised by tenants, 
dependents, or a pre-existing body of agricultural settlers. It 
is made tolerable to the now subordinated original settlers by 
the degree of protection which the over-lord, even in his own 
interest, affords to the villages from which he derives his revenue 
or income. 

So far, then, we have the two natural and often concurrently 
active factors, the sense of right by ‘ occupation ’ and ^ first 
clearing,’ and the right by ^ inheritance ’ — a term which we shall 
now understand without further comment, and which has already 
met us in so many forms as mimss wdns% &c. 

It is hardly possible to avoid the suggestion that the main 
distinction between the miyatwdri and the joint or landlord 
village (these terms being only provisional, and adopted for 
want of better) is in some way the outcome of these two 
principles. The former originated with early unopposed tribes, 
who, like the Dravidian had strong agricultural instincts and had 
passed out of the nomadic and pastoral stage : their struggle 
was more with the forces of Nature than with any human enemies, 
and their idea of right was that they were hhUvhhdr, the original 
soil-clearers and settlers. The latter originated with ^ inheri- 
tors,’ who acquired the lordship of existing villages, or founded 
new ones in the same sense of superiority. If, as in the case of 
the Jats, the clans were not only superior in conquest and 
adventure, but also addicted to agriculture, they would combine 
both feelings of right to their settlements. 

Granted, however, such a natural foundation for ^ ideas of 
ownership’ in the abstract, it is a further question whether 
either kind of right is understood to attach itself to the indivi- 
dual, or to the family, or to the whole clan settled in one compact 
territory. 
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We can attempt to judge of this by the aid of the actual 
cases of clan-settlement, family-village, and separate-holding 
village which we have had before us. 

(2) Gollective and Individual Oivnersliip of Village Lands 

This last remark reminds us that some preliminary explana- 
tion is necessary to connect the question of the form of owner- 
ship with the existence of land-holdings in village groups. We 
remember, in the first place, that the village group does not in 
any case represent a fixed circle of kindred extending to any 
particular degree. We talk freely of a ‘ village community ' 
as owning the land ‘ in common/ but it will at once strike us 
on reflection, that the formation of village groups of families is 
not necessarily connected with any idea of soil-ownership at all. 
In the case of some clan-settlements, we have seen that there 
may be a degree of unity maintained over the whole area, or at 
least over its major divisions, and that villages are quite a 
secondary, almost accidental, result of the fission of the area. 
In India, south of the Vindhyas, again, we see an almost 
universal village formation, but there is no claim, either joint or 
individual, to the ownership of the whole village ; ^ there the 
village is a gu’oup formed of several families who settled, or are 
now resident, together, but whose contiguous holdings within 
the village boundary are independent, and always have been so, 
as far as any evidence goes. And where, in Northern India, 
the village as an area of land is also the essential feature, not 
a casual result of the fission of a clan-area), and where such a 
village is jointly owned, it is really that the ‘ village ' is tlie 
limit of the original acquisition by a single person, and continues 
as the sphere of ownership of a possibly numerous but still 
singly descended close-kindred which has succeeded by joint 
inheritance to the right of the founder or originator. 

In the first instance, no doubt, the aggregation of holdings 
in a ‘ village ’ of limited dimensions, and the establishment of a 
central (perhaps rudely fortified) place of residence, is, under 
the circumstances of most Indian provinces, a purely natural 

^ The cases in whieh suchan ownership had probably at one time existed 
or still exists are so far exceptional as not to invalidate the statement in 
the text for present purposes. 
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condition under whicH permanent cultivation can best be 
established and maintained. Thei’e are districts where the 
nature of the ground or other conditions render any considerable 
aggregation either of fields or of residences impossible ; but in 
the plains, let us say, in a moist and densely-wooded region, 
the erection of a group of dwellings on a fairly elevated spot, 
the united clearing of an area to give breathing room, and the 
united defence of the cleared fields against the depredations 
of wild animals — all these things imply the aggregation of 
families in a village ; and the aggregate must be limited in size, 
or tbe macliinery for its self-government and tlie supply of its 
needs would fail to act. Or again, in a dry climate, a similar 
combination would very likely be necessary with reference to 
providing or utilising the means of irrigation. But in the 
second place, the fact that kindred, especially in a tribal stage 
of society, naturally keep together, and that as the groups 
expand they must necessarily separate and form a new series of 
similar aggregates, these facts, and others like them, also fmmisli 
the conditions of village formation. 

But there is nothing in the causes of such formation to 
suggest any new form of ownership as resulting from their 
operation ; and as a matter of fact, and looking to the largest 
number of instances we can recall, we shall find that the sort 
of ownership which is actually found in villages corresponds to 
one or other of the following three heads : — 

(1) The family or individual holdings are all separate witliin 
the village. 

(2) The village is an accidental aggregate of kindred 
families ; and the joint ownership or collectivity, such as it is, 
is in the whole clan ; where any farther (real) joint ownership 
appears, it is between members of the ^ family ’ or close kindred. 

(3) The village is really the limit of the acquisition, by 
whatever means, of one founder or originator ; ^ and the joint- 

^ It may happen that one geographical village may contain two origi- 
nally separate groups, but in that case all the phenomena of joint- owner- 
ship will exist only within the groups. Where a village has come to be 
miscellaneously owned, by the intrusion of various strangers there is no 
joint- ownership at all. Should outsiders have been formally admitted to 
shares, then there is the fiction of family membership. 
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ownership now appearing is due to the main branches repre- 
senting, according to universal custom, the three primary grades 
of descent, and to such families, descendants of these, as remain 
joint among themselves being subject to the operation of the 
‘ joint-family ’ custom and the law of joint-inheritance. 

We sometimes find it insisted that the order of these three 
modes ought to be reversed. I do not, however, desire, by placing 
them as I have done, to imply any theory of sequence of 
development. 

It will be well, however, as such a theory has been pro- 
pounded, to consider the modes of ownership in connection with 
it. We may readily admit some plausibility about the general 
idea that (1) the joint-ownershi^p of land hy a luhole clan is 
natural as a first stage ; that (2) this dissolves into the owner- 
ship of isolated joint-families ; and, finally (3), that family shares 
are lost sight of and there remains nothing but the modern 
individuality of title to the several holdings. But I do not 
think that the evidence in India will really bear out such a 
succession. For whatever clan-ownership can be asserted, it is 
not of a kind to change into or produce the real joint-ownership 
by a family. I should rather say that the process was just the 
reverse: that the earliest idea was appropriation by the in- 
dividual — i.e. the father of the family, whose power was a 
sole and unrestricted power ; that this gradually develops into 
an idea of equality between all the sons in succession to the 
father’s property, which again leads to the restraint of the 
father’s power to deal with ancestral land, and so to the idea 
of a joint-ownership by a close-kindred of which the father is the 
head. When a number of such families of common descent, 
kept together by circumstances, continually fighting side by 
side and conquering together, have acquired and settled on 
a new land, they constitute a clan, and there is, further, a 
kind of collective sense of right to the whole, which is over 
and above the family right to the several lots that fall to each, 
and is largely dependent on the sense of unity which clan 
life naturally produces, and on the sense of the right of every 
member to share in the common acquisition. 

But let us briefly recall and analyse the kinds of tenure which 
we have found to result from the settlement where a clan^union 
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is still to some extent maintained. The details have already 
appeared in Chapter VI. 

We may pass by those early Kolarian and Dra vidian clan 
settlements which resulted in the raiyahudri village, because 
we have no evidence on which to found any assertion of collective 
ownership among them.^ Whatever indications they afford of 
growth of ideas of ownership relate to the family and to the 
father of the household and not to the clan as a whole. 

The clan settlements of Upper India, which introduce us 
more directly to the question of clan-ownership, are some of 
them of com^Daratively late date, but they show tribal ideas in 
full force, and, at any rate, are the only examples of clan-settle- 
ments which afford us any details as to the principles on which 
the territories occupied were held. It will be remembered that we 
have two forms of such settlement — (1) of already formed clans ; 
in this case clans with a strong sense of union under patriarchal 
authority ; (2) of clans grown up on the spot out of a single 
family of settlers on a wide area ; so that in this latter case we 
had the family estate, only expanded in a manner and to an 
extent that was impossible in the limited area of an ordinary 
village, and, because of the blood connection of the cultivators 
throughout the whole area occupied, it preserved some of the 
features of a clan-settlement. 

It is not known, in either case, whether the settlers had had 
any experience of permanent cultivating ownership of land in 
any previous home. It cannot be said with certainty that, for 
example, the frontier tribes, on settling in our north-western 
districts, emerged for the first time from a nomadic stage and 
took to agricultural life ; probably not. Nor do we know how 
far the Jatshad any experience of settled agricultural life before 
they came to India. But all tribes possessed herds and flocks, 
and they necessarily possessed the idea of individual or family 
property as far as moveables were concerned. 

Our north-west frontier tribes certainly exhibit a strong 
sense of territorial right, which is necessarily a collective one, 

^ If, too, we may take such surviving cases as the Kandh and a few 
others as representing very ancient custom — and they very probably do 
so— they do not show any collective ownership in the clan ; and even the 
^ family ’ is not regarded as collective owner. 
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and exhibits itself in the acknowledgment of an ‘ ilaqa for the 
whole body and of certain sub-territories for clans and minor 
clans, each of which certainly constitutes a unit area. These 
tei’ritorial areas correspond to the main branches of the family of 
the founder with whom the clan originates. Consequently, the 
names of the primary divisions follow those of the sons, grand- 
sons, and great-grandsons of the founder respectively. All 
later and now existing families belong to one or other of the 
thus established groups and sub-groups, and take shares within 
the territory belonging to each : there are no new designations 
given to subsequent divisions. Only, should a certain gi^oup 
move off to another locality, then the whole process would begin 
anew.’- 

Two sentiments appear to have taken hold of the tribal 
mind : the territorial right to the main divisions as so many 
units or wholes ; and the right to a specific — usually equal, but 
sometimes ancestral — share within the proper unit-territorj’. 
The action of the tribal heads at the time of the settlement 
seemed to go no further than allotting the primary or major 
divisions or territories : inside each, the further allotment of 
actual holdings was made by the minor or sectional chiefs. The 
space relatively required by each recognised group was roughly 
estimated by counting the number of single shares which 
represented the total population of the group. The whole pro- 
cess seems designed to provide for the separate enjoyment of 
the individual family share.^ The shares being intended to be 
as equal as possible, equality was further ensured by the custom 
of periodical exchange, which, however, did not apply where the 
holdings were specially prepared for irrigation, or, in any case, 
there were circumstances of expenditure which tended to evoke 


^ It is true that sometimes a new series is begim within the lowest 
original division, called Mel We may have the l^el divided into Imnii, 
and that into tJicd — a new series of three grades. This, however, only 
emphasises the principle. Evidently, here the tribe is old and has much 
expanded, so that it is convenient to begin again ; the lowest of the 
original divisions has become so big as to be itself a clan. 

^ In dividing a large surface into a great number of small equal portions, 
the process is obviously facilitated by first making a few large divisions 
to start with. 
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more particularly the natural .sense of individual right to the 
plot. 

The shares were assigned on one of two principles : either 
(1) t\ieTQis^percajpit(i distribution — i.e. every man, woman, and 
child was counted, and each household thus received the number 
of shares which the count of heads indicated ; or (2) the ancestral 
shares were calculated according to the pedigree table, in descent 
from the heads of each recognised group. The lots might con- 
sist of various bits of different kinds of soil scattered through the 
whole major-divisions (a fa 2 ^pdf or a MeZ) dealt with. Diagram 
I, (on the next page) explains this. 

It is quite possible that groups of close kindred will culti- 
vate their shares jointly ; it being more profitable to do so than 
to split up the land into small severalty holdings. 

As regards the tenure of the w^hole major division, nothing 
in the nature of ^ holding in common ’ ever appears ; for in any 
real sense, ‘common holding’ implies that all should join in 
cultivating as large an area as necessary, and that each should 
then receive a portion of the harvest suitable to his wants, with- 
out thought of any particular share calculated on any principle 
whatever, and without thought of the proportions between the 
amount of sustenance required and the actual amount of labour and 
capital, or the number of cattle, contributed to the common task. 

Nor is there any evidence of ‘joint-holding,’ save for special 
reasons, in special plots of land. I am now speaking, it will be 
remembered, of the joint-holding by a whole clan or clan-section. 
Whatever the rule of distribution, partition, or allotment on the 
ground of the several holdings, appears to take place as soon 
as may be after the settlement of the clan. Some portion of the 
area may be left undivided, either because it is not yet wanted 
for cultivation and is reserved for future extension of the family 
holdings, or because it is grazing ground, or jungle for wood- 
cutting, which would be rendered useless by division. If there 
is any area of cultivated land left undivided, it is for special 
reasons, and the shares are defined though not partitioned. On 
the other hand, some kind of ^ collective right ’may very reasonably 
be asserted, which is something more than that mere territorial 
claim which every nation, even under modern conditions of life, 
feels with regard to its own country. The clan has not only its 
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general boundary, which it would he prepared to defend resolutely 
as a whole, but every clansman has an indefeasible right to a 
share in that territory.^ They will also combine as regards the 
responsibility for land-revenue and similar charges. All this, 
however, seems to me to point much more to the sense of kinship 
and personal obligation to mutual help than to any idea as to 
the soil being owned jointly. Union is the life of a clan j each 
section of it must be prepared to send its quota of fighting men 
to the field, to pay its portion of the contribution necessary for 
defence, and so forth. Moreover, thei'e is the patriarchal feel- 
ing of the obedience due to the chiefs. In a family, as distinct 
from a clan, there is a recognised bond, which is that of felt 
blood-relationship, and may be accompanied by a system of joint 
inheritance and co-ownership. This kind of connection ceases 
to apply to purely collateral branches, who are only connected 
at a point a long way back in the pedigree table, and in the 
person of an ancestor whose very name is probably unknown to a 
number of the families ; but if cmcumstances have maintained a 
large circle of ancestral connections through a whole clan, the con- 
nection of one family with another is kept up by other feelings : 
clan-union and all that it implies has survived. I can see no 
evidence that this ever amounts to a real joint-ownership of the 
territory by the entire body, such as is observed when a number 
of co-heirs have each (in theory at least) a definite fractional 
share of an estate inherited from one original owner and possibly 
held without actual partition. 

This question of joint-ownership by a whole clan is further 
illustrated by that other case of clan-settlement illustrated in 
Chapter VI., which is in fact the converse of the one just de- 
scribed : the clan does not arrive ready made, but a family obtains 
a wide area, and expands, upon it, into a clan. The districts 
that presented the requisite conditions favourable to such a 
development are only occasionally to be met with. There must 
have been a wide extent of suitable land (sometimes twenty to 
fifty square miles or even more), and circumstances of position 
such that the entire area has been preserved to the group with- 
out disturbance all through the long period during which only 
^ See p. 49, anie^ as to the effects which physical conditions of agri- 
cultural life have on the form which the tribal union takes. 


412 


TEE INDIAN TILLAGE COMMUNITY 


a limited portion could have been actually occupied, and up to 
the time when the multiplied families had become numerous 
enough to fill the whole. But here again, judging from the 
instances which have already been given, though the first family 
were evidently in a stage of society in which they regarded 
themselves — father and sons together — as joint-owners, it can 
hardly be said that this sense of joint-ownership continued as 
between the more and more distantly related families that grew 
up and branched off, but still lived on part of the same great 
area. We observe some cases in which no definite sections of 
the area corresponding with main branches of the family are- 
demarcated. The lohole area, is held directly in sejjarate 
'household-holdings, usually consisting of so many ^ ploughs ; ’ 
and they appear to have been added on to the first centre of 
cultivation, one by one, as the different male descendants came 
to an age at which they needed their own separate home with its 
farmland. Nevertheless, a certain union is maintained all over 
the estate; but the union appears to consist essentially in a 
clan-feeling of readiness to defend the common interest in this 
settlement, and to resist any intrusion of strangers. In India 
such a union necessarily involves the acceptance of a joint 
responsibility for the revenue demanded by the sovereign. 
Sometimes we have the case of a number of smaller compact 
circles of new cultivation, established round, and in extension 
of, the original location ; and as the original village-site becomes 
too small to accommodate the new families, fresh hamlets spring 
up in the centre of the blocks of new cultivation. These in 
time become completely separate villages ; and the only remain- 
ing bond of union is some social and ceremonial connection with 
the parent village on occasions of rejoicing or mourning, of 
appointing a new headman, and the like. 

In other cases of this kind we find that the whole area was, 
at an early stage, divided into certain large iDrimary hlochs which 
represented the sons, and perhaps, further, the grandsons, of 
the original family ; here anything that can he called union is 
maintained chiefly within the several major divisions. And it 
depends on the nature of the soil and the conditions of agricnl™ 
tiire which have suggested a certain form of holding what sort 
of union is maintained. Sometimes the plan of cultivation. 
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witliin tlie primary divisions of the area, may have been one 
according to which each connected group holds its land in several 
portions — as many portions, in fact, as there are recognised 
kinds of soil. In that case, groups which under other circum- 
stances might have formed distinct villages must remain inter- 
mingled, by reason of the scattering of their lands ; and they 
arrange to distribute the burden of the revenue and expenses 
by treating the holdings as representing certain artificial 
measures each containing a certain number of actual measures 
of each quality of soil, first, second and third — good, bad, or 
indifferent. Here, again, the household-holdings are very pro- 
bably minutely subdivided, and are held in complete severalty; 
but these groups and sub-groups cannot appear on a map as 
compact local blocks. The groups are only separated in the 
official records ; and the closely connected families retain a joint 
responsibility as among themselves and for the joint estate they 
represent. This arrangement will be easier to remember by 
reference to Diagram II on the next page. 

It is chiefly in cases of this kind that we look for those 
peculiar Mamc/iclm arrangements of equally vain ated holdings 
which are characteristic of the clan-expansion. 

Thus, in the case of a ^ clan-expansion area ’ the nature of 
the soil and other circumstances may produce either one of the 
three varieties we have successively noticed in this class of 
settlements. We may have (1) the whole of a large area (e.g. 
cases in the Jihlam district, p. 270) held directly in a great 
number of separate individual or household shares ; (2) the area 
represents the original location of a parent village, with nume- 
rous subsequent hamlets, as offshoots from it, developing into 
separate villages (e.g. South-eastern Panjab, p. 276) ; and (3) the 
more complicated hhaitlchdrd^ where the holdings are, within 
certain main subdivisions, all intermingled (e,g, the Mathura 
district villages, p. 282). How joint-nwnership, beyond the 
ultimate groups of closely connected relations, can be said to 
exist in these large areas, I am at a loss to understand. What 
really exists, or foxunerly existed, is a personal sense of clan- 
connection which facilitated distribution of holdings, local 
government, and the like, while it induced a general willingness 
to accept a joint liability for the revenue. 
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DIAGEAM II 

Partition among descendants of four sons (of the Founder) whose areas 
{ia/rf I~IV) were separated in the lifetime of the Ancestor. The tlioli 
are the groups by sons of the tarf holder ; the tula are the sons of those 
again : all existing houses are aggregated under one or other tulit. 

Tarf (I) alone is shown entire. We suppose it to include holdings for 
five ihoTs (grandsons of founder) A, B, C, D, E. We assume also that the 
managing committee recognise three qualities (having different practical 



values) of soil '(white, and shaded in two degrees), but in many cases 
there will be more. Each thoh for equality’s sake must take part of its 
allotment in each kind of soil. Each such part has again to be subdivided 
among as many fdii as the tJiols contains. The allotment of one tJioJc (D) 
has been made darker so as to show more readily how the thol' lands lie 
about, and hence how the thoh cannot form separate compact ‘ villages,’ 
at least not until in course of time exchanges of land, sales, and other 
accidents have brought their holdings more within a ring fence. 
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I venture to doubt whetber, on the basis of the Indian phe* 
nomena alone, we should ever have heard anything about a 
common or joint-ownership of a whole clan, had it not been for 
the fact that, in one way or another, these large areas do tend 
to split up into smaller groups ; and, as the bond of clan-union 
is forgotten under modern conditions, the several local sections 
are assimilated in many respects with that larger class of real 
^ villages ’ which began as the estate of one founder, or one or two 
conjoined. These latter villages, though never held in coonmon^ 

I may really be long held jointly * as long, that is, as the existing 

! households are sufficiently closely related. Beyond a certain 

I limit of blood-relationship the joint-holding never goes ; and 

I when the primary divisions (patti, thoh, &c.) have become 

I established by partition in the earlier stages of the family 

* history, the subsequent families in each group may again con- 

tinue to hold their land jointly within them. Our North- 
West Provinces Eevenue system was mainly adapted to this 

( latter class of village ; and, naturally, the revenue terms and 
the forms of land-records were also adapted to it. But the same 
I terms and the same forms were applied also to all varieties 

i of village, and to the larger (clan) areas, where there were 

( shares of one kind or another, and where the joint responsibility 
for the land-revenue of a given area, whether large or small, 

I was not objected to. Hence a much greater appearance of 

I uniformity resulted than is actually in the nature or constitution 

of the estates. 

^ Constitution of the ‘Family' 

This leads us directly to consider the constitution of the 
family ; for it is on this that the existence of joint and co-sliaring 
forms of village-estate really depend. Whatever the source of 
the idea of ownership, it is obvious that the right to any kind of 
property may be felt to reside in an individual — Le, in the head 
of the family or household ; or, again, that it may reside in what 
we call a ‘joint-family ' — is, in the head conjointly with his sons^ 
grandsons, and great-grandsons, if he lives to see them.^ When- 

^ It is hardly necessary to remark that with the superior agricultural 
tribes leading a simple, healthy, outdoor life, where polygamy is rare and 
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ever we see an actually joint and undivided family holding, 
whether extending over a whole village or a smaller area, it will 
always he found to consist of members of the close-kindred. 

Every reader of Indian books is familiar at least with the 
term ^ Hindu joint-family.’ But it is perhaps hardly realised 
that, though this is in itself an ancient institution, it need not be 
primeval, nor, in all probability, was it the form of family-union 
recognised by the earliest tribes. As we know it in the text- 
books of Hindu law, it bears the marks, I may say, of legal 
elaboration. If, for instance, we compare the customary rules 
of succession and those on the connected subject of adoption 
(^Le. artificial succession) and the right of the father to alienate 
ancestral land, as acknowledged by the various Jat, Gujar, 
and other agricultural tribes of the Panjab, we observe that they 
differ in many respects from the rules of the law-books ; and 
also, quite essentially and in principle, from the inheritance 
rules of the Muhammadan Law. Still, the idea of the joint 
family exists ; and that is why there can be so much general 
similarity between the Aryan-Hindu, the Jat, and other supe- 
rior tribes, in their village institutions. 

But if we go back to the still earlier customs, of which 
vestiges remain among Kolarian and Dra vidian tribes, it would 
seem that the head of the family is much more like the sole 
owner and representative of the share in the tribal possessions 
— whether divided, as in our Indian examples, or not. In the 
Welsh tribes it has been observed that as each son came to a 
certain age he had a claim to an additional maintenance-area 
of land, which he had, not as a share of his father’s possession, 
but as a member of the clan. The father’s anthority, at a 
certain stage of tribal development, is in fact regarded as almost 
of divine right, and is doubtless the ox’igin of the great influence 

confined to the few wealthier owners, and early marriage the rule, it is 
no impossible thing to find, say, a great-grandfather of eighty-eight years, 
a grandfather of sixty-five, a father of forty, and a son of nineteen— him- 
self just married, all living on ancestral land. In the earlier ages what 
reduced families so much was the continual loss of male members in 
wars, feuds, and forays. Local famines and epidemics must have been 
rarer because population was smaller and so localised ; but when they 
occurred, as there was no means of combating or relieving either, their 
effects must have been very severe. 
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of the tribal and sectional chiefs and patriarchs which lasts long 
after the? power of the head of the individual family has become 
much restricted. In other words, the patria potestas is nincli 
more complete at one stage of tribal life than it is at another. 
In the developed Hindu joint«family, it has almost disappeared 
except in certain ceremonial and religious aspects. The head 
of the close-Mndred or family is now little more than the 
manager and elder member of a coparcenary body. Every son, 
as soon as he is born, has an inchoate interest at least in all the 
ancestral property. But in earlier (and non-Aryan) custom it 
was different. Among the Kandli tribes, who evidently repre- 
sent a very early (and probably little changed) tribal system quite 
unconnected with the Hindu law, we find the father regarded as 
the sole owner during his life ; and this would imply in many 
cases a long continuing ownership in the presence of adult 
sons and grandsons. But here we observe that the rule has 
already been established that, on the father’s death, the sons 
will all share equally. There is no primogeniture, which indeed 
appears to be a custom connected with some dignity or chiefship, 
and not to prevail in ordinary (not joint) families under their 
customary law.* In some tribes, indeed, it is the youngest who 
succeeds to the paternal house and homestead, the elder sons 
having established separate houses elsewhere, possibly on a 
certain holding that they were entitled to claim as clansmen, 
irrespective of what their father had.‘^ Where, however, we find 
tribes of an historically later date, and therefore (presumably) in 
a later stage of progress, like the Jat or the Panjab frontier 
tribes, there it is not surprising to find that the family-holding 
is already completely regarded as joint-property : a custom has 
been established that the house-father should not make an 
alienation of the ^ inheritance ’ to the prejudice of his descendants 
and that a sonless co-sharer should not adopt an heir except 
from among the near agnates, and even then with consent of 

^ Primogeniture seems to be connected with the growth of the joint- 
family, because of the desire to keep someone as the head and representa- 
tive where the divided members do not themselves become so many 
separate heads. This sentiment is also counterbalanced by the affection 
of a father for his ‘ youngest ’ — ‘ the son of his old age.’ Manu, it will 
be remembered, suggests a special share to both (p. 305, ante), 

® p. 132, ante. 
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tlie rest. Prom this it is not difficult to pass to the stage at 
which a body of coheirs remain joint for a long time. The 
causes of this are various. If the family is of any pretensions, 
all the descendants are jealous of their equal representation of 
the dignified founder (equal, Le., in their proper grade of descent 
and kinship). And they avoid division for fear lest one or the 
other should gain an advantage over the rest. Sometimes it is 
that the land can better be held jointly because the greater part 
is in the hands of tenants, and the rents are as easily divided as 
the tenancies themselves. And in a joint-holding among culti- 
vating proprietors, what usually happens is that various members 
have de-facto holdings, which are theoretically liable to be read- 
justed (partly or entirely) on a formal partition; some of them 
do not wish for change, and resist a partition as long as possible. 
Such a joint-holding, as I have before remarked, never con- 
tinues outside the circle of the close-kindred. At least I have 
found no case on record ; and if instances exist it would be 
extremely interesting to have them detailed and the circum- 
stances of the holding stated. We are constantly, however, 
meeting cases in which the larger groups of shares have been 
separated to a certain degree, and there are groups of close- 
kindred still holding jointly within the first divided areas. 

Just as I have suggested that one of the main types of village 
(the raiyaiwdri) is connected with the idea of ownership by 
‘ first clearing ^ and conversion of the jungle, and that the 
second type exemplifies the principle of right by superiority or 
conquest, so, on the further question of the right as residing in 
the joint-family or in the single head, it may be suggested that 
the miyatwclri village seems to depend originally on the idea 
that the house-father is the separate and sole owner, whilst the 
jomUvillage represents the more developed idea of the joint- 
family and the limitation (not to say extinction) of the ^patria 
potedas. In the former case, the father may have remained very 
long in possession of the holding after the sons and grandsons 
had grown up to an age to cultivate land for themselves ; 
and both on this account and on account of the growing 
inability of the elders to take an active part in the cultivation, 
there must have been a temporary partition if the holding was 
large, or the acquisition of fresh lands by the increasing junior 
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families till (on tlie limit of the direct descent being reached) 
a final partition was made (among second cousins). Thus there 
would be a continuous tendency to separate off the holdings ; and 
as every village was composed of a group of such separate 
liolderSj and there was no one person who was regarded as the 
owner of the whole village, there was no possibility of a body of 
heirs having joint rights over the whole. At the present day, 
when Hindu law has intoduced the Hindu family ideas to a 
great extent, the change has not affected the raiyatiudri village ; 
it is still the individual holding that has to be partitioned 
among as many of the co-sharers as can get a sustenance out of it : 
if they are too numerous, some of them must take a compensa- 
tion for their small shares, and go elsewhere. But in the case 
of the joint-village (ic. in one numerous class of cases) the 
ownership of the whole village has originated with (or passed 
into the hands of) one man, and it is probable that a partition 
will have been made as soon as the first series of descents from 
the ancestor was accomplished. The patti, thole, and tillcl, or 
whatever other names are used locally, will have been demarcated 
on the ground, and it is only the subordinate families within 
each that remain joint. This is at least the case with the 
typical ])aitldclri form of village ; and it evidently mai'ks a stage 
where the joint-family has developed fully, and where there is 
often some aristocratic feeling, and pride of family and caste. 
The curious ^Azamgarh joint- villages cannot be explained on 
any other principle ; we have here a number of families descend- 
ants from Rajput over-lords who acquired a right over a 
series of villages already to some extent marked out and 
existing.^ But the joint-families and bodies of coheirs of the 
last lords declined to fit into these shells : they did not accept 
the village-areas as they stood, and assign them, one by one, 
to certain groups of connected families. They made a iinrabe.r 
of shares, parts of which were found in two, three, or more of 
the villages. The family groups can only bring their estates 
together into one whole on paper ; and the lands of each such 
major-group are now divided into many varying fractions, because 

^ The over-lord families may have added many new villages in the 
course of their growth, but there evidently were a number of originally 
established villages to start with. 
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oP tlie sense of family property existing : there is no democratic 
equality of a whole clan. 

In that other class of joint-villages which have something of 
a clan-connection, and a more ^ democratic ’ constitution, we may 
also trace the joint-holding to a family ownership, although in 
this case it is modified, by a larger sense of equality of all later 
descendants, which savours rather of the clan-feeling than of 
the strict joint-family. Still, in the Jat settlements and in 
those of non-monarchical and non-aristocratic tribes whose villages 
must for convenience be placed in the joint class, the people 
certainly show a sense of family-property j their custom, as I have 
said, always objects to alienation by the head of the family; and 
adoption, as defeating the expectation of other agnatic heirs, 
is more or less restricted. Such customs cannot be explained, 
except on the basis that ancestral land is regarded as belonging 
to the whole family. At the same time, there is a desire for 
equality, and a consequent tendency to disregard the exact fraction 
which depends on the grade of descent, as well as on the number 
of sons, &c., in each house. ^ When the whole land has become 
fully occupied, this desire cannot any further be given effect to, 
because there must necessarily come a point at which, of two 
existing holdings which we will suppose are equal in extent and 
value, one is inherited by a single son and the other is inherited by 
seven sons jointly, and no more land is available in the village or 
estate. It is only in the earlier stages of the growth of such a 
community, when waste land is still abundant, that the seven 
sons could add on enough out of the waste to make each of 
their holdings, if not quite equal to that of the more fortunate 
sole-heir, at least sufiicient for their wants. So in some com- 
munities (usually holding large areas) we fi6d the ancestral 
descent only followed in making the primary divisions^ when it 

the natural and indeed the only possible basis of allotment ; 
after that, the later families have all acquired holdings, added 
on one by one, as the numbers and general requirement, of each 
indicated. 

^ In fact, in some of the old hhaddcMm areas, or ‘ cultivating frater- 
mties,’ we find exactly the same idea of equal holdings for all existing 
households that we found in the Panjab frontier tribes under the per 
capita, or Jchuldvesk custom. (Cf. Diagram I. at p. 410.) 
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To resume the general conclusion shortly, I believe that 
individual ownership of the personally cleared and prepared 
holding in the tribal territory is quite consistent with the 
customs of tribal society at an early stage. Actual joint- 
property does not exist among the whole clan : at best, there 
is an appearance of collectivity caused by the common origin 
and close defensive and offensive alliance of the whole clan ; by 
the equal right of everyone to share in the land obtained by 
the united exertion of the clan ; and by the obligation to obey 
the patriarchal authorities, and to submit to that equalisation, 
of holding in the tribal territory to secure which custom decreed 
that all holdings should be j)eriodically exchanged.^ Actual 
joint-ownership is exhibited in the records of the Indian villages, 
as far as I can discover, only (a) among the fam/llies forming 
separated groups on a clan territory, (h) where there has been 
one owner of the whole village and his direct heirs continue to 
hold it without partition, (c) when the cultivation of an entire 
village has been undertaken by a group of colonists who prefer 
to arrange for each year, or cultivating season, what area or 
what fields each member shall take up, according to the number 

^ I have seen it argued that joint-ownership by a family necessarily 
implies an antecedent joint: ownership by a whole elan ; but that is on 
the supposition not only that the idea of the joint-ownership as between 
a father and his sons existed when the clan began its growth and con- 
tinned unchanged till it had reached its full dimensions, but also that 
same joint idea was maintained through wider and wider circles of relatives 
so long as the whole body as a ‘ clan ’ were able to keep together, there 
being no limit to the degree to which joint-ownership can extend. ISfow, 
certainly it is not possible to assert that the notion of the family as a 
body of co-owners has never varied ; and equally certainly it is possible 
to assert that we have no evidence in any tribe in tlie world of any joint- 
ness or common estate kept up to an unlimited degree of relationship. 
There is always a customary limit— usually of three descents, as I have 
explained in the text. It is possible theoretically that a whole clan may 
acknowledge a joint- ownership of an entire area conquered and settled by 
it on the ground of equal right to the acquisition by the united effort, but 
not because the original family was joint or because the jointness has 
been continued throughout the widening circle ; of that no kind of proof 
exists. It is equally possible also that the idea of the joint-family may 
develop at any stage, and under varying circumstances. It has certainly 
not been uniformly found among any large number of tribes. 
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of Lands, number of cattle, &c., he can bring to the work. 
The most extensive instance of this kind is that which has been 
fully explained in Chapter VIII., in connection with the 
traditional Velldicm colonies in the Tamil country, (d) It is 
also possible that particular plots of land may be always held in a 
sense jointly by a number of sharers, who may represent even 
an entire group of village owners, when there is some peculiarity, 
as for instance when a portion of the village lands are along a river, 
and so are both liable to be washed away at one time and added 
to at another, and also to be exceptionally valuable, a little 
further inland, owing to the unfailing percolation of moisture ; 
hiere, besides devices of making narrow strips which run at 
right angles to the river course/ we often find that permanent 
shares are not allotted, but a series of holdings for the year only 
are arranged, and these are held in rotation by the different co- 
sharers. In all these cases the shares are perfectly well known. 

If there are other forms or cases, of joint-holding, it will be 
very interesting to hear of them ; but it is necessary that they 
should be reported in iheir actual form, and not merely called 
‘joint ’ or ‘ zcmindari ^ or by some such indefinite name. I have 
not met with any such. 

The theory, then, that all joint villages legin with a ^ common 
ownership ^ — that this, by a process of natural evolution, goes on 
to strict shares ; that, next, the shares become irregular ; and, 
filially, that mere individnak/<?-/ac/o holdings emerge ; is distinctly 
(‘ontrary to the facts. It is based on a false generalisation from 
‘joint villages ’ of different kinds and origins ,* and it ignores the 
fact, that when, in any given village, there has actually been a 
joint holding, followed by a partition into ancestral fractional 
shares, and these have been transformed into simple de-facio 
holdings, the joint condition was not original, but consequent 
on a prior single title of the founder, grantee, &c., of the village ; 

^ This simple device secures each strip having a portion of all the 
advantages and disadvantages of the situation. If, for instance, the divi- 
sions were drawn parallel to the river, those nearest the water would 
be all liable to destruction or injury hy flood ; the few next would be 
of exceptional value, being moist and yet safe from erosion; and the 
furthest series would be all equally deprived of the benefit of moisture 
altogether. 
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the joint holding was the result of the joint-succession (on 
ancestral shares) to that one founder. There is no progress of 
ideaSj or evolution, in the matter. 

Section II. — Some Pkactical Considerations regarding 
THE Village Forms 

It has been the argument throughout these pages, that the 
raiyaiwcirl village is of distinct origin from, and of quite equal 
importance with; the joint-village of Upper India ; and that 
there is a fundamental objection to theories which, albeit 
unconsciously, ignore the one as an independent form, and, 
further, are based on a view which really takes in only one kind 
or class even of the joint-village. It may be interesting now to 
take note of some practical results which arise from the differ- 
ence in question, and also those which arise from differences 
in the internal constitution of the joint-village. These points 
of difference have a direct bearing on the value of the ‘ village ’ 
as a form of aggregation in agricultural society with reference 
to economic and administrative considerations. In the first 
place, something should be said about the difference in the 
modem title to the land in each form of village, which is the 
outcome of their past history. 

The origin of the claim of the ruler to be owner of the land in 
India, has been explained, and no further mention of the subject 
in this place is called for.^ But the effect produced in former 
days on the two kinds of village, by the assertion of this claim, 
deseiwes to be noted. In the miyahvdri countries ^ the several 
cultivating land-holders were in general regarded as, and called, 
^raiyat’ dependent, subject, &c.), a sort of indefinite 

name which well expressed the actual relations where the land- 
holder had theoretically no ownership-rights at all, and practi- 
cally (under every settled and well-conducted Native Govern- 
ment) had all the assurance he needed of tolerably certain 
hereditary tenure, from which ejection was unheard of. Tlie 

^ See p. 207 ff. ante, 

® It will be perhaps useful to remind the reader that the term includes 
Bengal Proper (as far as its villages are concerned), the Central, Western, 
and Southern districts of India, and it practically includes Assam and 
Bajputana. 
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State clemands left him enough to live on, but no more ; but 
he was not pressed in a bad season ; and, on the whole, his 
position, if one of constant labour, and little prospect of accumu- 
lating wealth, was by no means intolerable.^ In the Dakhan 
and in the South, the raiyat was not allowed to sell his land ; 
indeed, it may be questioned whether as a rule it had any 
market value, as there was no surplus profit or value when the 
revenue was paid and the subsistence of the family taken into 
account. Ownership was only acknowledged in land granted 
revenue-free by the State, and apparently in lands held on the 
privileged tenure of watan (land held in virtue of ofiice in a 
village or district) . In the Dakhan also we remember that there 
were vestiges of the mircisi right, that of superior families who 
once held the lordship of villages. We are told that even the 
Maratha rulers would pay for land held on a mimsi title when it 
was wanted for any State purpose. It is curious to remark that the 
privileged tenure was not unattended with corresponding draw- 
backs ; for the rulers appear invariably to have taken advantage 
of the attachment which these older families, with pride of 
origin, had to their ancestral lands, to assess them at a much 
higher revenue-rate than could be taken from the raiyat, whose 
resource was flight wdien a rate was imposed which he could not 
pay. 

It might be thought that, as the joint-villages of Upper 
India were held on a superior tenure and by more energetic and 
self-asserting agricultural and fighting tribes, and largely by 

^ I may once for all explain that in speaking of the old administra- 
tions, I refer to the normal earlier governments under well-established 
sovereigns, and not to exceptional (and generally later) times of war and 
turmoil, or to the precarious possession and temporary rule of Eohilla 
chiefs and the like, or the local tyranny of bad governors — which things, 
terrible as they were, can only be regarded as occasional at least in com- 
parison with the entire period of history and the entire extent of Indian 
kingdoms. There have been periods at which, and countries throughout 
which, the raiyats have been cruelly robbed and oppressed, and land-bold- 
ing made a burden rather than a profit ; but these are abnormal, and it 
would not be fair to cite them as specimens of Native rule in general. 
And when I speak of the condition of the raiyat as ‘not intolerable,' I 
mean with reference to the ideas and state of Eastern society at the time. 
Such a condition of life is obviously inconsistent with modern notions of 
political freedom or intellectual advance* 
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bodies Laving pretensions to dignified descent and general 
superiority of rank or caste, tlae State governors would Lave 
treated tliem differently. But in tLeory it was not so ; tLe 
village co-sLarers were just as much tenants on sufferance of 
the ruler, as the ^ raiyat ’ of Central and SoutLern India ; only 
tLat tLe joint constitution enabled the villages, on tLe whole, to 
niake better terras, and at least to escape mucli internal inter- 
ference, by their power of combining to meet the demands made 
on them. It certainly was the practice of former rulers to care 
notliing for forms of tenure, and to take every revenue from 
actual occupier, irrespective of Lis proper position as owner or 
tenant. Indeed, it may fairly be said that most Native revenue 
systems, before the universal adoption of revenue farming, were 
as nearly miyahodri as possible. No doubt, where there was 
some local ‘ Zamindar,’ who could be held responsible for the 
revenue of a given area, he was dealt with, because it saved 
trouble, or, in the case of an hereditary chief, was politically 
necessary. And so the local ‘Amils or revenue officers found it 
profitable to deal with districts made up of joint- villages all of 
one clan, and also with the stronger joint-villages generally, by 
making the local Oaudhari, or the village headman, responsible 
to bring in the required revenue total. In the Panjab, to take 
another example, the Sikh governors took the revenue (here 
very generally collected in kind) from co-sharer and tenant 
alike; they made no distinction; the land belonged to the 
SiflcdT (the governing power), and whoever held it must pay. 

When we find Marathas according a certain measure of 
respect to the higher family tenures, it was perhaps because 
these belonged to (virtually) the same rank or caste as the 
rulers themselves ; and the Muhammadan kings of the Dakhan 
respected similarly privileged holders, because it was their policy 
to deal with the cultivators through them ; but in the North the 
Moslem rulers would feel no particular sympathy with higher 
caste Hindu communities or with Jat co-sharers. When any 
special village-tenure was respected, it was because of some 
State grant, or religious obligation, as in the case of Sajyad 
communities or others which it was politic to preserve or coun- 
tenance. 

While the State theory did not distinguish, the people them- 



426 THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY 

selves dierished very different feelings. The miyatwdri villagers 
may perhaps have acquiesced in the position they had as 
‘ Crown tenants. ’ It has been observed that in some cases they 
were more anxious to secure the power of relinquishing the 
land when they could not make it pay than to have a fixed 
title. The Northern joint- villages would never have admitted 
any such change in their position, at least not to themselves. 
V/hen a heavy revenue was demanded, they combined to meet 
it and called in other settlers to help ; they always acted as far 
(IS possible as owners of the land. The State claim to the land 
was not one of defined principle, nor of declaration by Imperial 
decree, but of tacit assumption ; it did not alter the position of 
the villages ostensibly. When proprietary communities lost their 
right and fell into the grade of tenants under a new proprietor 
or a new family of over-lords, it was that the latter had individu- 
ally gained the upper place by reason of some revenue-free 
grant, some opportunity of farming the village revenue, or 
standing security for it to the State Collector ; and not infre- 
quently by reason of the village body voluntarily putting them- 
selves under the protecting lordship of some neighbouring mag- 
nate. The State ownership of itself, produced no such ostensible 
degradation. It is probable, on the whole, that, owing to the 
power of combined effort and an internal sense of abiding 
right, the joint- village holders were more rarely interfered with 
or driven from their homes than the villagers in the raiyaiwdri 
provinces d 

The practical distinction became manifest when British rule 
began. In Upper India, the joint body of village co-sharers 
was recognised as the proprietor of the entire village, arable and 
waste together, the limit being ascertained by inquiry and 
equitable adjustment, and fixed by formal demarcation and 
survey. It is true that no proclamation was put forth acknow- 
ledging or conferring this right in set terms, as was done with 
the landlords of Bengal under the Permanent Settlement ; nor 
did the first Settlement Law (Eegulation VII. of 1822) of the 

* Not that the miyatwdri viUages were always helpless. I think it is 
in the Chanda 8, B, (Central Provinces) that there is an account of how 
the ^aieh (headmen) defended their villages and fortified their garM, or 
eantral residence, for the purpose. 
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North-West Proyinces declare the right in so many words ; but 
the fact of ownership is implied throughout the Eegulation, as it 
is in the subsequent Land Revenue Laws ; and it is evident from 
the terms of the land-records. The joint-village tenure is 
mmindtiri—i.e. a proprietary or landlord tenure, with no greater 
limitations than those which accompany the tenure of the 
Zamindar or Taluqdar of Bengal or Oudh J In both cases 
alike, the right is subject to certain limitations owing to tlie 
existence of subordinate rights and to the lien of Government 
on the land for its land-revenue ; and the mere fact that the 
amount of the revenue is or is not liable to periodical revision 
makes no difference whatever in the tenure. The village co- 
sharer can sell and mortgage his land,^ and lease it to whom 
he pleases, subject of course to any special rights of tenants ; 
and so long as the Government Revenue is paid the owner is at 
liberty to cultivate or not, or to build on the land if he pleases.^ 
On the other hand, in the nciyaht'dn countries, where the 
Settlement deals direct with the several landholders in the 
villages, as. in Bombay, or Berar, or Madras, there were various 
reasons why the British Government did not, as a matter of 
policy, completely or formally renounce its own proprietary 
right in the soil and confer it on the raiyats. Only in the Central 
Provinces was a proprietary title to most of the villages, under 
many limitations, exceptionally conferred on certain persons ; 
and so the villages ceased to be miyaiwdri and became zcmmdarL 
Speaking generally, the difficnlty was this : the raiyat holdings 
had been so crushed by excessive revenue charges under the 

^ It is for this reason that I have called the joint-village also tho 
‘ landlord village.’ It is always held on a superior sort of tenure, at all 
events throughout Upper India and the Central Provinces* 

^ Subject to any restrictions of his own tribal or caste law or custom, 
such as pre-emption, &e., but to none directly imposed by the State. 

^ There is some difference about the subsoil right to minerals, which 
in the Panjab and other provinces are expressly reserved by law to tho 
State. In the North-West Provinces those rights, in all the plain districts, 
belong to the village owner, as the Secretary of State expressly allowed 
in a despatch of 1880. 

^ It would be unnecessary hex*e to go into any detail on the subject. 
The history of the conferment of right in the Central Provinces villages is 
given in some detail in my L, B, L ii, 455 ff. 
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later Maratlaa and Moslem rulers, and especially during tiie period 
when Central India became the focus of the wars of contending 
chiefs and armies, that the first relief required was to lower the 
charges, especially as the British system was at first much 
stricter and less elastic than the Native rule. ^ But such reduction 
was especially unpalatable to the authorities under the constant 
pressure which the times produced on the State Treasury, and 
it was but tardily acquiesced in. So much, however, was gradu- 
ally conceded, that the raiyat might relinquish his holding, 
at a suitable season, if he felt unable to pay the revenue; 
and this rule came to be a fixed principle of the raiyatwdn 
revenue system. It operated as an efficient test, in many 
cases, as to whether the revenue really was excessive or not. 
I am not, however, writing a history of the revenue manage- 
ment, and can only so far allude to the subject as helping 
to show why a formally ‘ proprietary’ title was not recognised. 
A holder who can give notice that he will not be responsible 
for land after a certain date can hardly be called ‘ owner,’ 
even under the ordinary limitations of Indian law. Accord- 
ingly, in Madras the question of the raiyat’s title has been left 
undefined by law, though judicial decision has left no doubt that 
he has the practically proprietary enjoyment of his holding. 
But in Bombay, the holder of land is, by express legislative 
enactment, called ^ occupant ; ’ and in Burma and Assam, which 
are raiydtwdri provinces in principle, though not formally so 
designated, he is called ‘ land-holder.’ The right is legally 

^ The Native rulers in general put down the revenue demand at a 
high figure ; but their officers were extremely good judges of the power 
to pay in each particular season, and were adepts in alternately squeezing 
and letting go by rule of thumb and without any system whatever. The 
British power was irresistible, and worked with mechanical regularity. 
Our early authorities sometimes forgot this, and were disposed to think 
that rates must be equitable when they were no more than former rulers 
had entered in their assessment-rolls, and when peace and security -were 
now assured to the cultivator in a manner previously unknown. Hence 
it was that rates not nominally enhanced, but cohected with strict regu- 
larity, proved intolerable in the first years of our rule. Those who wish 
to see specific examples will find plenty in Mr. A. Eogers’s Land Revenue 
in Bombay (2 vols., Allen, 1892) and in the Madras District Manuals^ 
passim. 
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defined as a permanent hereditary and alienable right of occu- 
pancy d In prosperous times, tinder our modern well-adjusted 
assessments, nobody ever does ‘ relinquish ’ permanently culti- 
vated land under any ordinary circumstances, but the power is 
there. 

It may be noted that this theoretical distinction between 
the ^ proprietary ' tenure of the Upper Indian joint-village and 
the ^ occupancy ’ tenure of the several holdings in a raiyatwclri 
village, as well as the fact that in one case the right applies to 
the village as a whole, and in the other to the holding only, is 
the immediate cause of the difference between the Provincial 
Land Eevenne systems. These distinctions are now well 
understood; but they would have been unintelligible to an 
Imperial Eevenne officer of the seventeenth century, or, at all 
events, to one after the reign of Aurangzeb, in the early eigh- 
teenth century. For the old systems cared nothing for tenures 
as such, and in fact acknowledged none but the tenure of 
^ Government ’ land, and that of land held by some hereditary 
chief, or held in free grant [milk'] which was an exceptional 
favour. In general, the country was classified into two large 
divisions — one that was Mdlsa, or paying revenue to the State ; 
the other that was held in jdglr — i,e. the revenue of the land 
was assigned to and collected by the grantee, the great State 
official, or the military tenant, who had the assignment. The 
assignee was bound to apply the revenue, to the amount fixed, to 
the support of the local administration, to the maintenance of a 
certain military force, and to the support of his own state and 
dignity. The grants (charitable, religious and special) of lands 
or villages revenue-free, and therefore free of all State claims, 
might be found in either division, but more commonly in the 
khdlsa lands. The only considerable change 'in the system 
was brought about by the general introduction of revenue- 
farming on a large scale. It was a change, because then the 
details of villages and lands included in one ‘ farm ^ all dis- 
appeared from the Treasury Books ; nothing was entered but 
the total due ; and the farmer had the entire management. This 

^ See L. S. B. 1. iii, *269, 403, 498. The difference is technical or 
legal rather than practical — i,e. affecting the actual enjoyment of the 
holding. The Madras theory is discussed, ibid, iii, 128 ff. 
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system, of farming very often resulted in. the farmer becoming 
so far owner of the land, whether a village or a larger estate, 
that in after years it was hardly possible to deny the title to 
his descendants. 

The British Government went on an entirely different 
principle: it started with the avowed policy of defining, and 
confirming on an equitable basis, the right of private persons in 
the soil. At first, this right, from the experience of Bengal, 
seemed to reside in some one landlord ; but, as further provinces 
came to be settled, it was found that other kinds or forms of 
right had to be acknowledged. It followed that whoever was 
entitled to the chief interest, whether called ^ ownership ’ or 
^ occupancy,’ that person was the one to be primarily and directly 
responsible for the land-revenue. Consequently, each provincial 
revenue-system differed according to the character of the legal 
tenure which was most generally prevalent. 

In Bengal, land was held for the most part by great land- 
lords ; and hence the system was designed to suit the case of 
owners whose revenue assessment the Government thought it 
politic to fix in perpetuity, and whose title it was thought right 
explicitly to declare. In Northern India, again, in spite of the 
fact that in Oudb there were great landlords called Taluqdars, and 
that similar landlords appeared in some parts of the North-West 
Provinces, the prevailing feature was the tenure of joint- villages ; 
accordingly, the system provided primarily for dealing with these 
as units, fixing a sum of revenue on each, which was engaged 
for by the representatives of the village body, and distributed 
among the co-sharers according to their own custom and 
constitution. The minor variations of the system necessitated 
by the peculiar conditions of the Central Provinces, Ajmer, and 
the Panjab, caused subordinate varieties of the North-Western 
Provinces system to be formulated ; but they are the same in 
general plan and principle. 

There remained the Central, Western, and Southern districts, 
where, in general, the country was not held either by landlords 
or by joint-villages, but by separate holders in miyaiwari 
villages ; and here the two varieties of miyaiwari management, 
the Madras system, and the Bombay system, were perfected in 
the course of time. Each holding is here dealt with on its own 
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independent merits, and assessed by a special method of valuation 
purely based on the consideration of the quality and value of 
the soil. Here, of course, the right of each holder extends only 
to the assessed holding ; no area of waste is included in a village 
to be partitioned or held in common. Thus it will b© evident 
that the difference between the great revenue-systems essen- 
tially depends on the difference of prevalent tenure, whether of 
a great landlord, a joint-village body, or the separate village 
land-holder, t 

It may be advisable here to note that a suspicion may arise 
in s xne minds that the miyatwdri village, as it is under existing 
systems of adminstration, is something very different to what it 
was in old times ; and that the system of revenue administration is 
quite different from that in use in former days. No doubt our 
modern surveys have defined, demarcated, and recorded the sepa- 
rate holdings in a manner that was never attempted in old days, 
but it certainly has not altered the characteristic custom by whicli 
the holdings are essentially separate, and the boundaries of 
each known. And so the modern mode of collecting the cash 
revenue is different from the old plan — first, of taking a share in 
the grain from each holding, and afterwards of calling on the 
entire village to arrange among its members for the payment of 
a total estimated cash sum. But the old method, equally with 
our own, recognised the individuality of the holdings ; it never 
supposed that the raiyats were co-sharers, and that one was, under 
all circumstances, liable for the default of another. When inj iistice 
was done, or rights ignored, it was not by reason of any theory 
of land-tenures, it was simply from the oppressive methods of 
the farmer or the tax-gatherer. 

It is curious to notice how the two ideas, now so easy to ub, 
of the joint- village as a unit-estate, embracing arable and waste 
together in one general co-shared right, and the mvyaiwdn 

^ Hence the absurdity of the attempts which were made in former 
days to compare and discuss the relative merits of this system or that. 
No comparison is possible, for each is only good for the particular sort of 
tenure it is designed to fit. Any one may be, and has proved to be, 
capable of great improvement in itself, and all of them may have certain 
features in common ; but it is impossible to look upon one as intrinsically 
better than another, because each is based, on a different groundwork. 
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village as a collection of individual families, eacli having its own 
holding without any joint responsibility to Government, struck 
the minds of the early revenue oiBScers at the end of the last and the 
begining of the present century. When the co-shared villages of 
Benares and the Upper Provinces first came to the notice of officers 
accustomed to the Bengal system of individual landlords over con- 
siderable areas, ^ they were at first quite puzzled : there must be, so 
they thought, some one person who is landlord, and with whom the 
Settlement of the village-estate ought to be made. The idea of 
the village as an ‘ estate ’ within a certain boundary, consisting 
of arable and waste together, was intelligible enough ; and 
it was understood that the Government claim to ownership, 
[except as to some residuary and super-eminent right] was given 
up; what they could not understand was that the title should 
reside, not in some one village-head, or other individual, but in 
a joint body under a more or less complicated constitution. It 
needed ail the arguments of Holt Mackenzie’s gigantic Minute 
of 1819 to make it understood. In the South, on the other 
hand, it was the idea of a village-estate, as an area of arable and 
waste in a ring fence and owned by the ^ raiyats ’ as a whole, 
that was so difficult to realise. Here they felt that the Govern- 
ment was the absolute owner of the soil, except indeed where 
there was some special ^into’ (revenue-free) grant or some 
greater ' Polygar ’ or ' Zamindar ’ landlord, on whom had been 
conferred a patent ^ of perpetual ownership.’ The raiyat in a 
village was secure enough, no doubt, in the enjoyment of his 
individual holding ; but he could not Have a right to anything 
beyond the fields for which he held the Collector’s -pattu or lease ; 
and the Collector would also insist on his duly cultivating the 
land, or else the revenue could not be paid. Hence, wdien the 
inquiry was made (as detailed in Chapter IX.) as to the former 
existence of a number of village-estates held by co-sharing 
bodies (mirdsddrs)^ the officials could not well take in the idea. 

^ And these landlord tenures, as confirmed in 179S by Lord Cornwallis’s 
legislation, seemed to them to he in accord with the natural order of 
things. In early ‘ Minutes,’ papers, and books, we often find expressions 
which indicate that in the mind of the writers, the tenure of land by a 
landlord with tenants uhder him was the natural and necessary order of 
things— the only conceivable kind of permanent tenure, in fact. 
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And so they confused the alleged village-estate rights with 
other hereditary claims to special privileges, which had 
nothing whatever to do with the question. This difficulty of 
conception is reflected in the laboured judgments of some of the 
courts on the claims of alleged co-sharers to such village rights, 
and in the language of most of the district Reports ; and not 
least in the lengthy but very ill-designed series of questions 
which the Board of Revenue of those days circulated to District 
Officers with a view of elucidating the existence and history of 
mimsi claims. Mr. Ellis, and, before him, Mr. Place, seemed 
to grasp the idea of the joint-village, but hardly anyone else ; 
and it was little wonder that the joint- villages, which were no 
doubt in an advanced stage of decay, perished altogether.^ 

But there is yet another practical result of the difference 
between the miyatwdri and the joint-village. In the former, as 
a simple aggregate of individual cultivating holdings, held 
together by local ties and under the authority of the hereditary 
headman and village officers, there were no superimposed 
rights, at least not as a general rule. The holder was the 
separate occupant, and held by hereditary descent^ possibly 
from the first clearer of the soil. If he employed a tenant, as 
he often did, the tenant would, in most cases, have been located 
by him ; there would, in short, seldom be anything but a 
simple contract tenancy. Here and there, no doubt, it would 
be otherwise. In the northern parts of the Bombay territory 
we have various local instances of over-lord tenures, where 
the occupants themselves have to pay rent to some taluqddr, 
Icashdti, gdmetl^ or other superior intermediate between them 
and the State. And even in ordinary villages it has happened 
that particular persons have been able to acquire lands and 
be recorded as the occupant, although cultivators were on the 
soil before them, and are now ‘ inferior occupants ’ or tenants 

^ The practical treatment of the remains of such rights is described 
in L. S. B. L iii. 126. 

^ It will Se remembered that the ‘ inheritance,’ which is referred to 
by such terms as mirdsi^ warisi, &c-, is always the landlord or superior 
title; it has noffiing to do with ordinary holdings, which, notwithstanding 
that they pass fi'om father to son by inheritance, are not held in virtue of 
any conquest or superiority, and so are not mirctsi in the technical sense. 
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whose position did not originate in any contract. In such cases 
there may he some express local customs about rent-payment, 
which, on proof, the Courts will give effect to. But, speaking 
generally, the practical effect of the rcdyatiodri tenure has been 

to avoid tenant-right difficulties.’ ^ ^ 

But in provinces in which joint-villages are prevalent it 
is otherwise. We have seen how often this tenure has arisen 
(especially in the North-West Provinces and Oudh) by grant, 
conquest, or usurpation (in the more or less distant past) over 
the heads of earlier cultivating bodies probably in the raiyahuari 
form. Very often, too, the present body of co-sharers are the 
descendants of one or more ‘ farmers ’ or other intruders who 
have borne down the rights of an earlier joint-community who 
once had the village lordship, and are now reduced, in their 
turn to being tenants. Then, there are sure to be distinctions 
of ^ade and privilege among the tenants : some will have 
claims as ‘ ex-proprietor,’ or as descendants of a family that once 
held the village in grant and perhaps did much to improve it ; 
and on other grounds also. 

Even where, as in the Panjab, the joint-villages are more 
commonly original foundations by superior agricultural clans 
and families, it is often found that tenants have claims by 
custom, as having taken part in the work of founding and 
having held their lands ever since ; or they may be absentee 
co-sharers who have returned after many years, and have been 
admitted to cultivate, but have not been allowed their old 
place in the co-sharing body. Or they may be persons who 
were called in, in the days of Sikh or Durani rapacity, to help 
cultivate enough land to make up the heavy revenue demanded, 
and have never paid anything beyond their quota of the total 
amount. It would be unjust not to recognise those who had 
borne the heat and burden of the day as entitled to consideration. 
To put it shortly; the joint-village tenure, being of the superior 
or over-lord character, is constantly associated with sub- 
ordinate or inferior interests in particular plots or fields, and 
sometimes with interests extending over the whole of the 
older cultivation, if not over the whole village area. There 

‘ In fact, they only appear in eneh special cases of srperior tenure as 
the Khot’s estates of the Konkan districts, and certain others, in which 
case there is a special provision made by the Legislature. 
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are, then, besides the ordinary class of contract-tenants located 
by tlie proprietors, others whose position is due to no contract 
whatever, and is on the basis of status. Fortunately, each 
province has been able, on the ground of an historical £|nd 
practical view of the actual kinds of claim, to formulate its 
own tenant-laWj which defines what circumstances Jiave to be 
established, and what degree of privilege, as to fixity of tenure 
and non-liability to enhancement, or limited liability to enhance- 
ment, attaches to each kind of tenancy. It should, however, 
be added that a difficult question of tenant-right of a more 
general character arose, as it did under the Bengal landlords, 
chiefly in connection with the village estates of the North-West 
Provinces, where a number of the villages were owned by com- 
munities of non-agricnlturist castes. In such cases, the lands 
were naturally entirely in the hands of tenants ; and it became 
difficult, and sometimes historically impossible, to distinguish 
between tenants that had been located by the landlords, and who 
might be presumed to be tenants on some basis of contract, 
and those who were the old cultivating holders of the land, 
and over whom the co-sharing community of proprietors had 
grown up. Hence a general (arbitrary but equitable) rule was 
laid down of a presumption in favour of every tenant who 
had held, under certain conditions, for twelve years. 

In the Panjab the villages were so much more generally 
the result of original location, and were so frequently cultivated 
by the co-sharers themselves, that thei’e this difficulty was not 
seriously felt ; and the tenants who are protected by law are 
the purely natural classes, the circumstances of whose position 
it is not difficult to prove. 

It is not within my present scope to justify these rules or 
to give a detailed account of the different kinds of tenant wdiicli 
are to be found in joint-villages, and in larger landlord estates/ 
but what has been said will have been sufficient to show the 
difference between miyatwaH and joint-villages as regards the 
existence of tenant-right. 

^ If a succinct aeeoimt of the chief features of the Tenancy Laws in 
Bengal, Oudh, North-West Provinces, Central Provinces, and the 
Panjab is desired, it will be found in ch. vii. sec. 5 of my Short Account 
of the Land Bevenue Administration in India (Clarendon Press, 1894). 

F F 2 
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As regards tlie social and economic advantages of the village 
grouping of agricultural society, I find it impossible to make 
any choice between the two forms. That the ^ village ’ formation 
(of either kind) facilitates revenue managementj and is favour- 
able to arrangements for police, sanitation, irrigation, and 
other matters of public administration, will not be doubted. 
But the advantages which can be claimed do not appear to me 
to depend much, if at all, on the internal constitution, whether 
joint or several^ 

No doubt, in past days the joint-village was especially well 
adapted to confront the class of difficulties and dangers peculiar 
to the times ; though I suspect that the successful maintenance 
of so many villages intact was more dependent on the character 
and spirit of the castes and clans which furnished the proprie- 
tary families, than on the special features of their joint-holding. 
However that may be, the strong sense of union which exists, or 
once existed, in the North-Indian joint- villages, especially those 
that had a clan-origin, or that were proud of a connection with 
a common ancestor, was no doubt valuable in times of continuous 
war and local feuds and raids, and when defence was also needed 
against extortionate Eevenne officers. But in modern times 
these evils have no longer to be guarded against ; and the joint 
constitution does little for the village except that it keeps 
strangers out, to some extent, through the exercise of the power 
of pre-emption ; and to some extent it promotes mutual help. 
But there is an undoubted tendency for the joint-villages, in 
some cases, to fall too much under the power of the official 

* I do not propose to discuss the advantages of the vihage- aggregation 
with regard to the revenue administration. I will only mention that in 
former days it was supposed that the task of dealing with a multitude of 
individual holdings or ‘ survey-numbers ' was beyond the power of any 
Collector, and that either a landlord-middleman or at least a dealing with 
whole villages as units, w^as the only practicable method. Such ideas have 
long since been exploded. The Collector of Bombay or Madras makes his 
annual demand accounts {jamabcmdi), and deals direct wdth every hold- 
ing in every village in his district, with perfect facility ; and the rmyatwdri 
revenue management is just as easy and as efficient as that of the joint- 
village. Indeed, though in the latter only the village-total is (in theory) 
looked to, as a matter of fact, the local revenue officers have almost as 
much concern with the individual holdings in the villages as they have 
under the other system- 
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lamhardars or Leadmeiij who presume on their position, so tliat 
they, with a few of the larger and wealthier shareholders, 
exploit the rest to their own advantage ; while in others bitter 
party spirit arises and strong factions. This party spirit 
(dharddri) is marked in the northern districts of the Panjab, 
and is often the cause of affrays and even of more serious 
ciime. 

The actual condition of the joint-villages and the degree of 
good feeling which exists among the ^ brotherhood ’ varies, of 
course, in different places. Officers whose experience is in one 
place will regard my remarks as needlessly depreciatory ; others 
with less favourable experience will probably think I am too 
laudatory ; over the wide extent of Upper India, it is not 
possible that any one estimate can be true throughout. I can 
only note specific points which' are certainly true locally. 

Excessive subdivision of holdings is certainly found in many 
villages, and it is a serious evil. This subdivision, to be sure, is 
not confined to holdings in joint-villages ; for now that in the 
miyahvdri countries Hindu caste and inheritance-customs have 
been established for many generations, it is quite possible that 
the miyat holding may he much subdivided among the heirs of‘ 
the ^occupant.’ As a matter of fact, however, in miyatwdrl 
districts subdivision is only carried to any length in the richer 
soils ; and the Revenue rules about demarcation and record of 
shares, though liberal enough, act as a salutary check on the 
process. In the joint-village there is no limit ; and where the 
holdings still consist of little strips in different parts of the 
village, representing so many varieties of soil, minute subdivision 
of each of these again, becomes a source of great confusion, and 
throws the people into the power of the jpatwdri (or village sur- 
veyor-accountant, who alone can know how the little plots are 
distributed. Hence the local saying, ^Gharlb led mtad patwdrV — 

^ The accountant is the teacher (or master) of the poor landholder.’ 

The tendency undoubtedly is towards partition, and to a 
separate possession which shall be unalterable. And the strict 
fractional shares of the pattiMri system (as well as some 
others) tend to be lost, and to be converted into holdings, 

sometimes to the advantage of a few of the stronger, and the loss 
of the weaker, shareholders. 
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As the distribntion of the revenue-charge over the holdings 
is always recorded, and each holder knows, or can know, exactly 
what reveiine his particular plot has to pay, the practical differ- 
ence, as regards value or profit to the holder, between the 
raiyatwari holding and the joint-village share, becomes less 
marked, especially when all the common land has been divided 
up. In the North-West Provinces, if the several holders have 
auy difficulty in getting credit for their share-payments, they can 
easily get permission to pay, and obtain receipts, direct from the 
local and subdivisional (Tahsll) treasury. In these Provinces, 
too, ^ perfect ’ partition— that form which not only separates the 
holdings but dissolves the joint-liability to Government, and 
so constitutes a number of separate ^ estates ’ (onahal) — -is not 
objected to, when all concerned agree to apply for it. In the 
Panjab, the law restricts the power of such partition much 
more; but the joint responsibility, though useful as indirectly 
keeping up the ‘ brotherhood ’ ideal, and acting as an incentive 
to exertion and to combined action within the community, now 
but rarely needs to be enforced. The fact is that with our 
moderate Revenue demands there is not often any reason why in a 
tolerable year (or even under a short succession of bad seasons), 
a thrifty peasant owner should ever be in serious difficulty to 
meet his revenue instalments.* 

The power of relinquishment which exists in a raiyaiialrl 
village, and is a feature of the tenure, was once (as I have 
explained) of consequence, but now has ^practically ceased to be 
so. The joint-village is owner of the whole estate; the co- 
sharers cannot therefore get rid of the responsibility wffiieh is 
the condition of ownership : but this again is not in any way a 
burdensome necessity, as no one wishes to give up land ; and if 

^ I cannot of course say the same of the unthrifty or the lazier classes 
of agriculturists. Of late years great attention has been paid to a most 
important subject ; the proper arrangement of several — but not too many 
—instalments in which the revenue is payable, so that the demand shall 
come when the rents are got in and crops profitably disposed of, and the 
means of payment are at hand. And the power of the Collector at once 
to suspend the demand in case of serious general or local calamity has 
been enlarged. Such suspension may or not be followed by total or partial 
remission, as the case requires. These, however, are matters of revenue 
administration, and are beyond my scope. 
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he does, he can easily find a buyer or a lessee. If in any case 
it; were not so, that would argue something wrong with the 
assessment, or some other defect, in which case the revenue 
would probably fall into arrear, and the Collector’s action would 
be sure to result in discovering the error and effecting the 
necessary remedy. 

Another feature is that the miyatwdri village-holdings can 
only consist of the ^ numbers ’ actually held and occupied ; all 
surplus land belongs to Government ; but, as long as any such 
lands exists, there is no obstacle to the increase of holdings for 
growing families. A person desiring land has only to apply for 
the vacant number and agree to become responsible for the 
revenue. And, as to the waste, as long as there is any, Govern- 
ment always allots to the village an area for its me, and this is 
secured as permanent grazing-ground (or for wood-cutting as the 
case may be). The Government ownership of such land is a 
positive advantage in some ways. In the joint- village, the estate 
being one, it naturally includes whatever land, arable or waste, 
lies within the boundaries. And in any case, even if the 
boundaries as regards the uncultivated area were uncertain, some 
provision was always made, at the first Settlements, for the 
natural expansion of the village ; and a suitable area of the 
adjoining waste was always allowed to be included in it. This 
land is useful as grazing-ground, and also makes it possible 
that, as the several co-sharers’ families expand, a partition can 
take place, and additional holdings be so provided. When there is 
no more land to partition, new families must necessarily go else- 
where. In this respect there is no greater, and no less, difficulty 
than occurs in the miyatwdri village, when a similar limit is 
reached and there are no more unoccupied numbers to apply 
for. But as the waste in a joint-village is thus at the absolute 
disposal of the co-sharers, no one can interfere, so long as the 
co-parceners agree to partition it,^ even if it should be economi- 
cally unadvisable to break up the land, and more profitable to 
keep it as grazing and wood-cutting ground. 

^ I have known eases where a contractor for railway fuel has per- 
suaded a village to cut down the whole of a wooded tract, tinder the 
temptation of the several hundred rupees which he would offer and which 
would he divided at the moment. Yet the future inconvenience, which 
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A few words may Tbe added as to the effects of the modern 
legal title to the land recognised in either kind of village 
respectively. I have explained in another connection the theo- 
retical difference between the title to the land in a raiyakcciri 
holding and that in a joint-village ; and here it may be added 
that this difference does not seem to have any practical effect as 
to the value of the land for sale or mortgage. It is a question on 
both sides of which much may be said, whether in adjusting and 
conferring private rights in land, Government was well advised 
in conceding the power of free alienation to the peasantry in the 
joint-villages, and the power of selling their interest in miyatwciri 
lands. The practical result of the claim of Native Governments 
to be owners of the land was to deprive the peasant-owners of 
the right to sell the land ; and even the sale of the occupancy 
was restricted, partly because only the best holdings would be 
saleable at all (under the conditions of the time), or, if they were 
bought up by a person desirous of forming a great estate or 
holding, he would be wealthy, and the Governor could exact a 
handsome fine or fee for sanctioning the transfer. It is not sur- 
prising that, following Western notions of jurisprudence, our 
administrators should have thought the power of alienation to be 
an essential feature of free ownership, and have thought it wiser 
to leave the matter to a natural economic solution than to 

was never thought of, might often be serious, since a village is not likely to 
adopt the measures necessary to reproduce the wood on the cleared area. 
As to the disappearance of village wastes generally, however, it may he 
reasonably questioned whether permanent cultivation is not better than 
the maintenance of the wretched natural grazing which is found on the 
waste lands in all the ‘ drier ^ districts. This aspect of the question is 
one that is often forgotten, but it would be going beyond my subject to 
discuss it. It is sometimes asserted in argument that the people must 
have this wretched natural grazing ground ; but it may well be doubted 
whether it would aiot be a positive advantage that they should be com- 
pelled by circumstances to grow grass and to cultivate grass-lands, as 
is done in Europe. The idea that grass cannot possibly be grown 
profitably in India is quite a delusion. It is not so long ago that our 
cavalry regiments used to be given the control of enormous areas of 
wasce land-ten times greater than they really needed-— on this supposi- 
tion. But of late years, with irrigation and proper cultivation, they have 
found it easy to produce much better and more abundant grass on a much 
smaller area, giving up the rest to the plough. 
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attempt to impose any artificial limitation. It would be impossible 
no'w to return to a policy of prohibiting the sale of land in 
villages ; but whether it would not have been a wise measure 
originally is another question. The general result of the power 
has been, among the less energetic castes, to facilitate the 
transfer of village-lands to a money-lending or trading and non- 
agricultural class. The loss of lands usually commences with a 
mortgage ; and as payments on account are made in kind at 
practically the creditor’s own valuation, and as the peasant 
keeps no accounts, and rarely knows how to preserve evidence of 
his payments, even by endorsements on the bond, it is very 
likely that the debt with interest will eventually reach such an 
amount that payment becomes hopeless and a sale completes the 
transaction. It will be observed that such a sale does not always, 
or even frequently, involve the removal of the landholder ; he still 
lives on and cultivates as before, only that he is now tenant to his 
vendee, and has to give a cash rent, or a share of the produce 
by way of rent. Should he, however, fail to pay, or let the land 
fall out of cultivation, there will be the ordinary legal remedy 
against a defaulting tenant available, and then he must go to 
the wall altogether. 

As regards the facilities, which either form of village affords 
for local government and rural administration, I have expressed 
my belief that it is the ^ village ’ as such which offers them ; and 
that in this respect there is little if any choice between the 
forms. The jpancayat was once the special feature of the 
constitution of the joint-village. A council of the heads of 
houses took the place of a single hereditary head, as the agency 
for managing village affairs. But, regarded as a means of de- 
ciding disputes in general, the agency of a jpancayat w^as just as 
commonly resorted to in raiyatwari villages. In tribal-commu- 
nities, the permanent village jpancayat (and the tvihaljirgd on 
the frontier) are still active institutions, and are made much use of. 
In the raiyatwari village, the strong position of the hereditary 
headman or ;pdtely has also been utilised; and he is armed 
with small civil and criminal judicial powers, with or without 
the aid of assessors. The lamhardar of a joint-village not being 
originally connected with the institution, his position is apt 
to vary exceedingly with circumstances : I know of few if any 
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cases wliere he could be allowed to act magisterially as the 
pcdel is. Sometimes he has too little influence, sometimes too 
much. One source of weakness is that there are sometimes 
too many of them, one for each pcdti or section. In the 
Panjab this is to some extent remedied by appointing a ^ cliief- 
headmanf And to aid in the repression of crime, and in rural 
administration generally, the Panjab villages are often formed 
into circles over each of which an honorary officer, being 

a local landowner of respectability and influence, is appointed, 
with the title of Zaildcir, There is no doubt, however, that 
more use might be made of village ;pmiQWijaU in disposing of 
petty judicial cases, both civil and criminal; and the legisla- 
tion of the Madras Presidency is worthy of study on this 
subject. 

Village organisation is admirably adapted for facilitating 
measures of sanitation, drainage, local communications, and edu- 
cation ; provided such measures are not overdone and are kept 
to very simple and intelligible lines. In another important 
matter — the regulation of minor questions connected with canal 
or tank irrigation, the equitable distribution of the water, and 
so forth, the villages have of old been accustomed to manage 
for themselves; nor would it be difficult to form a union of 
several villages for such purposes when necessary. Generally, 
where there are a number of small hamlets, it is easy to aggre- 
gate them in circles ; ^ and if the hamlets have a clan con- 
nection (such as has been described), the union will be still 
more easily maintained and managed. 

It may be added that it is very probably owing to the village- 
system that Indian provinces dispense with a Poor Law and 
feed their own indigent and helpless (rural) residents. 

It must be remembered, in schemes for local government by 
village agency, that while thei’e is a natural tendency on the 
part of modern administrators to resort to the idea of a demo- 
cratic and elective council, popular election in India (at any rate 
in rural districts) is still a very tender plant ; and it is rare to 
find an election whifeh means anything but the most imblushiiig 

As an instance, I may mention that the ^paiwdri, being now a much 
better paid and educated and responsible officer, is usually (in Northern 
India) appointed not to a single village but to a * circle ^ (kalqa) of villages. 
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sale of votes or tlae exercise of personal influence. Tlie fact is 
that in India, in spite of all modern and moi'e superficial aspira- 
tions, there is a strong underlying current of aristocratic 
feeling ; and to ensure the success of village councils, and the 
like, it is essential that well-chosen and educated chiefs or 
presidents, of really respected family as well as of local influence, 
should be induced to become associated with them. 

Those who have hoped to see in the joint-village anything 
of a communistic or socialistic type will, I fear, be disappointed 
by a study of the real facts. By far the larger portion of the 
joint-villages were in origin the result not of communism but of 
conquest ; of tribal and caste superiority, and of family pride in 
the common descent from a house that once held sway in the 
country round. Not a few are the descendants of successful 
^ farmers,' auction -purchasers, and land-speculators, who in 
common with others acknowledge the joint-family law and the 
consequent joint-inheritance. Even among the democratic ' 
tribal settlements of Jats and the old free ‘ cultivating frater- 
nities,' the sentiment of equality is all within the brotherhood 
and not in the least for the outside ; their tenure is as much a 
‘ landlord ' tenure as any other form of joint-village community. 

Village councils left uncontrolled would be a failure ; there 
must be a chiefship and an eflScient supervision, which, howevei', 
must be exercised with such wisdom as not to deprive the 
]xmca/yat element of real influence or of its self-respect. This 
may be difficult of attainment, but it is not impossible. The 
danger always is that, when it is found necessary to define by 
law the powers which such local and rural boards are to exercise, 
the provisions maybe too refined and complicated, and, with the 
best intentions of preventing mistakes and obviating sinister 
influences, the provisos and restrictions may defeat their own 
object. 

One remaining point deserves notice, and that is, that the 
village-system enables a complete series of working and practi- 
cally sufficient land-titles to exist throughout India.^ The 
land-records prepared under the Settlemeht proceedings are 
now he2)t correct by annual and periodical revisions, and the 

^ Except in the landlord estates of Bengal, All other revenue systems 
include the surrey and record of rights. 
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maps are also kept continually in accord with the facts, and this 
by the agency of the fatwciris. It is comparatively of little im- 
portance whether deeds of transfer are drawn up or not; the 
village records make all titles as clear as possible. No extensive 
search or examination of documents is needed. There is a simple 
procedure for notifying and recording the fact of every perma- 
nent transfer by sale, gift, or inheritance. The system is only 
possible where the holdings are first aggregated into villages, 
each with its own staff; for these villages are then naturally 
grouped into ‘ Talukas ’ or ‘ Tahsils ’ or other convenient revenue- 
subdivisions ; and thus a number of local centres, as well for 
the receipt of revenue and taxes as for the compilation of statis- 
tics, are distributed over the country. From the head ofiices 
of these subdivisions the various inspectors of revenue, and of 
land records and statistics, continually move about through 
their respective cii'cles. Every one of these local centres is in 
charge of one or more intelligent native officials. And these 
are under obligation to submit various returns and reports and 
diaries, which enable the Collector — the District Officer — to 
keep himself informed of everything that goes on. Moreover, 
the ‘ District ’ being so distributed and subdivided, it is possible 
at once to localise any complaint, or to trace the progress of any 
cattle disease, or agricultural calamity, or any economic change 
that affects the welfare of the people. 

It would be easy to enlarge on the facilities which the 
village organisation gives for the discovery and repression of 
crime; and I might describe the customs by which (in the 
Panjab, ^.y.) cattle stolen and traced into one village must be 
traced beyond it again, or else the village becomes liable for 
the loss : these and other matters are connected with the 
‘ village ’ as an institution ; but I cannot go beyond the more 
directly ‘ tenure ’ aspects of the question. 

I should like only to notice one interesting modern develop- 
ment, which is taking place in the dry plains of the Panjab,^ 

^ In the Panjab, in spite of the fact that each village had an area of 
waste adjoining it, and which became part of its property, there were 
enormons areas of waste in the centres of the tracts between the rivers 
which had never belonged to any existing village, and which, on the 
usual rule, are the propert}^ of Government. 
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where extensive areas of Government waste land have been 
made culfcurable by carrying out great works of canal irrigation. 
The Government might, of course, at once auction these lands to 
capitalists ; but a wiser plan has pi'evailed. The lands are 
mostly level, at any rate are so situated that the canal branches 
and distributories can be arranged at pleasure to suit special 
schemes of locating colonies of peasant land-holders who are 
encouraged to emigrate from the over-populated districts. The 
result has been to form what will be artificial villages of peasant 
lessees. All the holdings will be in squares or half-squares of 
a fixed sijje, so that boundary disputes and difficulty in identi- 
fication of grants, will be impossible. The canal distributories 
have already been arranged exactly to suit the wants of these 
aggregates of holdings; and a certain proportion of each group 
is to be kept as grazing ground. The peasant-holdings will be 
‘ Orown-tenancies ’ without rights of transfer. Thus we shall 
have ‘ raiyat'wdri villages ’ in the course of time. It is not 
intended to make the whole of the reclaimed areas into such 
peasant tenancies: a certain number of large holdings (not 
exceeding 550 acres) will be offered for sale to capitalists, and 
a certain number will be made available (140 acres is the limit, 
in one instance, of such grants) for cultivators of the yeoman 
class. So that every type of land-holder will have a fair 
representation; but the peasant-lessee will be the principal 
figure. Provision is also made for reserving certain areas, 
which are to be stocked with wood for fuel and other purposes. 

These details have been taken from one particular locality 

the Ohinab Canal Area : other smaller colonies also exist ; and 
similar schemes will, as years go on, be doubtless extended, on 
the great scale, to the other tracts of open country between the 
Panjab rivers, and will in future play a not inconsiderable part 
in the rural economy of the province.^ 


^ I may commend to the reader’s notice a paper by Sir J. B. Lyall 
giving many interesting details about these colonies and other matters 
connected with the Panjab and its canal system. See Journal of the 
Society, of Arte^ xliv. 285 (February 21, 3896). 
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Hindu, iSce Joint-family 
Hindu law, unknown in tke Panjab, 
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• the, on the question of the State- 

ownership of the soil, 209 
Ho tribes, 153 
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frontier villages of the Panjub, 254 
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Individual foundation : originates the 
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{note) 
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— for State colonies (Pan j ah), 445 
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trict (N.* W. P.), 282 
Jihlain district (N. Panjab) : great 
areas, not really villages, 270 
Jinjd (Panjab frontier) tribal- councils, 
255 
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(1) In general — 

forms a unit estate, 21 
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— constitution of (general), 22. 28, 
32 

— subdivisions of, 31, 288, 278, 
280, 283 

— custom of pre-emption in, 27 

• ™ - idea of ‘ the brotherhood ’ in, 26 
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(2) Theory and history of— 
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204 (note) 

— unknown to Manu, 204 
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governments, 425 

— modern legal title in, 420 
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215, 216 

(3) Origin and forms of — 
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— connected with State grants, 298 
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auction purchase, 302 
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314 
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example in Cachar, 139 
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JOINT-VILLAGE, tlie [continued ) : 

(3) OrUjm and forms of — 

— ixini’or varieties and changes by 
partition and otherwise, 328 

varieties of, sunnnarised list, 348 
■ — see also Pattiddri, BhaidcMrd, 
Possession as ineasuro of right 
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. — — — colonists, 375, 37G 
question of date, 374 
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Joint -family, the, 241, 416 
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Jones, liichard, his views about Manu 
and right in the soil, 206 
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Kachap. See Cachar 
Kdldpa,n% irrigation, 262 (note) 
Kfinara, tenures of, 176 
Kanauj, 125 

— villages from dismemberment of, 
311 

Kdndh^ tribes, account of, 163 

— village, the, 171 

Handle subdivisions of lihel^ 254 
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57 

-—’Peculiar tenures in parts of, 132 
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EafM, 98 
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13i [note) 
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lies ; and further subdivided, 253, 
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Kherd (N.-W. Prov.), the parent vil- 
lage, 282 (note) 
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234 
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233 

Kingdoms of ancient India, 104, 105 
King’s aggregate rights, 199, 208 
— right to supplies of food &c., 138 (7iote) 
Kohfit tribes, customs of, 256 
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KOLAHIAN : customs, 151 
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— affinity with TIBETAN, 151 
KonoCi villages without boundaries, 

155 

Kos (measure of length), 12 (note) 
Kshatriyd caste, remarks on the, 
187 (note) 

Ktdkarnl {Bombay) - Pafwdrl, q.v, 
Kultd or Kiditd caste, 135 (note) 

Kfihi (district), customs of, 133 
Kunidon (district), absence of villages, 
61 

Kumrl. See Shifting cultivation 
Kunhi caste, 115, 389 
Kurml (idem) 

Kwin (or Queng), village (Burma), 148 


Lambardar, the, in joint-villages, 24, 
441 

Land : how classified under the Em- 
pire, 297 

— alienation, power of, 440 

— value of equal, in either form of 
village, 438 

Land-revenue, not known in Vedio 
times, 196 

— originating under Dravidian princes, 
181 

Land-tenures, too much reference to 
Aryan sources, 92 

Laws of Manu. See Manu 

Lilia, great tribal estate of, 270, 271 

Ludiana, villages of Jat origin, 274 

Lushai villages, 144 


Madeas. See Southern India 
Mdgane, 63, 177 

MahM (or nuchal: both forms in use), 
2i (note) 
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MaMrdshirai 114 
Mdhato^ oflice oi‘ the, 13, 180 
Mahratta. See Marfitha 
Miijrd, a hamlet, 279, 280 
Miijhhas land (in Dra vidian village), 
i79 

Malabar, customs of inheritance, 176 

— kings and chiefs of, 109 

— tenures of, 170, 175 

— tribal divisions of, 168 

Malbcit or common expenses of joint- 
village, also the common fund out 
of which they are paid, 25, 340 
Mdlgiicdr (Central Provinces), made 
proprietors of villages, 344 
MCtlik-maqhdm-^ 340 
Main and Multan, 98 
Mmvpmi (official precedence rights 
called), 14 

3MANU (Mmiava dharma gdstra) : 

— account of non-Aryan tribes, 86 

— degrees of relationship, 235 

— Hindu State, the, as contemplated 
by, 196 

— ideas of, regarding agriculture and 
caste, 190-192 

— idea of, regarding ownership of 
land, 204 

— joint-villages unknown to, 204 

— on primogeniture, 305 
Mariltha, origin of, 115 

— administration, effect on tenures, 
223 

— ancient families of as over lords, 380 
Marriages, offspring of different, have 

separate territories in some clans, 
248 

Mathura, district, villages of, 281 
Maum, in general, .20 (note), 74, 58, 62 

— as used in Assam, 141 

Menials and artisans in both kinds of 
village equally, 23 
Pan jab frontier, 255 

— mode of remunerating, 16 
Minor-clan, 233 

MdraHif origin of term, 210, 364 (note) 
Mirdsi rights (Madras), confusion 
about, 364, 380 (fiote) 

— (Bombay), recognised by Mara- 
thas, 385, 

Mwlsi village. See Joint-village 
(Bombay), (Madras) 

Mixed races, 87 
Monarchy among Aryans, 195 

— not always developed by Aryan 
(Bajput) clans, 290 

— Bravidian origin of, in Southern 
India, 168 

— Bravidian form of, 165 


Monarchy, land-revenue under the, 171 
Mongoloid. See Tibeto-Burman 
Moslem : colonies of village land- 
holders, 219 

— conquests, general effects of, 217 
dispersion of Bajput clans 

caused by, 121 

— joint -villages, why like others, 220 

— revenue-administration of, 221 
Mundd (Kolarian), village-headman, 

156 

Munro, Sir T., Minute mentioning 
mirdsi villages, 379 {note) 

MiiWidf division of Kandli tribes, 164 


Nadu, or tribal territory (South 
India), 167, 231 

Ndgd. See Serpent-worshippers 
Ndghahsi, houses of C. Prov., Orissa, 
&c., 96 {note), 154, 165 
Nagld (local) division of village, 283 
Nair, see Ndyar 

Ndla (division of tribal area), 260 
Narwdddn villages (Bombay), 391 
Nayak (or Ndik), 167 
Ndyar (pi. of Ndyan) caste in Mala- 
bar, 88 168 

NON-ABYAN element : importance of 
the, 76 

— tribes widely scattered, 82 

— supposed inferiority of, 90 

— varying degrees of civilisation, 8 

— races in Bengal, 110 

in the Ganges Plain, 105 

Sir C. A. Elliott on, 127 

in Oudh, 122 

in the Panjab, 94 

in Western India, 113 

in Southern India, 117 

Northern tribes in Western and 
Central India, 113 

see also Indo- Scythian 

N.W. Provinces, population of, 104 
; Non- Aryan races recover posses- 

sion for a time, 124 

tribal or clan-areas found in, 

286 

— — village-building in, 70 

Nose, form of, and the epithet andsu, 
83 


Orioin of villages. See Tillage, Joint- 
viUage, Bai, village, &c. 

Orissa, population of, 110 {note) 

— KCindh tribes of, 163 

Oudh, non-Aryan and Aryan in, 122 

— elan-areas found in, 287 
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Oudh village residences, 71 
Outcaste races, supposed inferiority 
of, 120 

peculiar privileges retained in 

some cases, 80 

OwxEiisuiP hy a clan: its forms, 405 

— by a family, 415 

— genera] samniai'y, 308 

— Ki-ip])osGd evolutionary stages of, 
406, 422 


Pai.kgar (Polygar), 167 
Puna (also •pannai share in a joint- 
village), 278, 280 

Pancayat (village council), functions 
of,* 25 

— in Ja.t villages, Mathura, 283 

— utility of (modern), 441 
Pay chid kingdom, the, 166 

Panjab, the, accounted impure by 
Aryans, 80 

population of, 03 

Hindu element in, 102 

— — village buildings, 72 

summary of tribes and castes, 

103 

Parganct (Muglial revenue subdivision 
of a district), 231 

— originated in a clan-area, 287 
Parhil, Kolarian clan-territory, 155 
Pariah (Paraiyar) and outcaste races, 

89, 114 (note), 119 

Partition, ‘perfect’ and ‘imperfect,’ 
21 

— when it af ects village-tenure, 329 

(Raj -Past) tribe, 109, 127 
Patel (headman in rai. village), 13 

— estimation in which the office was 
held, 15 [note) 

— origin of name, 298 (note) 

— utility of office (modern), 442 
Path an tribas, 245 
PATTlDAlil, term explained, 29 

— its origin and use, 355-6 

— viilage,__mstances of, 314, 321 

in ‘^vzamgarh, 315 

liability to change, 335 

peculiar mode of allotting shares, 

340' 

consequences of partial division 

in, 330 

consequences of loss of correct 

scale of shares, 336 

voluntary rectification of shares, 

323 

Patwdri (accountant and registrar of 
village or circle of villages), 14 | 

— necessary also in joint- village, 23 I 


Per-cajyifa principle of allotment 
250, 259 

Per-^Btirpes principle of allotment, 248 
Peshilwar (dist.), customs of, 252 
Plough in the Veda, 189 
‘ Possession,’ area in, as the measure 
of right in villages, 343 
Pre-emption, custom of, 27 
Primogeniture, custom of, 305 
Private ownership of land, 207 
PEODUCE SHAEE for Eoyal revenue 
(Oudh), 213 

(Madras), 369 

for payment of village menials, 

16 

easy means of settling various 

interests in land, 213 
PEOPEETY IN LANE : separately de- 
marcated fields noticed in Veda, 
189-90 

— Aryan ideas of, 202 

— Manu, Laws of, regarding, 206 

— effect of sale and mortgage on, 441 
~ - in Burma, 55, 149 

Purchase (euphemistic), land held by, 
259 

— at auction sale for arrears, 302 
Qabza lands, 257, 264 


Puab cultivation, 53 

Eaces, position of the inferior, 89 

— see Tribe 

EAIYATWAEl VILLAGE, the: de- 
scribed, 19 

— connected with tribal areas and 
tribal stage of society, 227, 241 

— tenure depends on right by first- 
clearing, 400 

— possible connection with stage in 
which ‘family ’ is not joint, 242, 418 

— original allotment of holdings not 
generally traceable, 10 

— nature of lien constituting the 
‘ community,’ 18, 433 

— cannot be attributed to decay of a 
joint-constitution, 35 

— how affected by change in mode of 
revenue administration, 18, 431 

— not liable to vary in form, 329 

— modern (legal) title to holding, 427 

R(ij, the. See State (Hindu) 

Edjd, the, in Vedic times, 195 

— term explained, 197 (note) 

— investiture of Hindu, by aboriginal 
tribesmen, 89 

— as general owner of land (Bee State 
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Hflj-kas lands, 181 
E:\JPUT, iTBO of term, 187 (note) 

— tliirty-six ‘ houses ’ of, 187 

— A^jnikula, 118 

— some clans without JRdja, 290 
— ^ process of raising to rank of, 90 

— clans, dispersion and re- settlement 
of, 121 

— conquest in Himalayan districts, 131 

— locally called Tluikiir ; reason of, 
124 

— inferior marriages of, mixed races 
resulting from, 87 

— Jat connection with, 100 

— tribes of, now found in the Pan jab, 
129 

— settlements of, in the Hills, 131 
Itassl’baup; custom of (dividing 

riverain lands), 281 (note) 
Relinquisliment of holding, right of, 428 
Itesidence. See Village site 
liEYENUE, administration of : 

— Moslem rule : its effects, 221 

— assessment, change from grain- 
shave to cash payment, 221 

effect of, on shares in village, 330 

difference between native and 

British mode, 428 (note) 

— farming : acquisition of landlord 
title to village by, 801 

— — joint-villages in Kaira and 
Broach arising from, 388 

BIGHT IN LAND, early ideas of, 399 

by ‘ first clearing,’ 207 (note), 400 

by ‘ inheritance ’ or conquest, 

210, 402 

found in * strata,’ one interest 

over the other, 212 

— • — case of, in the N. Panjab, 214 
Eolftak district : villages (expansion 

on clan- area), 276 
Eoyal lands and farms, 141, 181 

probably Dra vidian, 171 

in Burma, 147 

Boyal rights, aggregate of, 199, 201, 
208 

Eulership, very often informal, 201 


SJnm-WAnED^ 19 
S anted village, the, 157 
Scattered holdings (variety of soil). See 
Bhai(2cMm 
Senapati, 195 

Seori (or Suviri) tribes, 108 
Serpent-worshipping races (Ban jab 
<fec.), 95, 169 (note) 

Shans, the : land customs little known, 
150 ■ 


Shares, special forms of, in joint - 
villages (see Joint-village), 342 
Shifting (or temporary) cultivation, 52 

— gradual transformation of, 55 
Shouting, as a primitive measure of 

distance, 12 
Shoxha. See Cola 
Sir land, 25, 387, 352 
Son-in-law, resident, custom of, 220 
{note) 

SOUTHEBN INDIA : 

— population of, 116 

— ancient kingdoms, 166 
. — village-buildings, 68 

— remains of joint-villages, 862 
South-western Bengal. See Chutiya 

Nagpur, Orissa 
STATE, the Hindu, 192 
-- when on a clan-basis, 197 

— said to be ‘ feudal,’ 199 

— when not on a clan-basis, 200 

— grades of chiefs in, and titles, 197 

— multitude of officials in, 299 (note) 

— gives rise to joint villages by its 
grants, 296 

and by its decadence and dismem- 
berment, 304 

— and later by x'evenue-farming, 301 

— ownership of land by, 207 

as intluenced by Moslem con- 
quest, 223 

effect of, on village tenures, 423 

Sudra. See Qfidra 

Superimposition of rights and inter- 
ests in land, 212 

Sykes, GoL, on Dakhan tenures, 382 


Taka race, the, 95, 96 
Talaing, the (in Burma), 147 
Talinia (division of district, locally), 
281 


— derived from clan-areas, 287 

— why it has survived, 232 
Tangana (tribe), 123 

Tappd (subdivision of clan-area), 287, 
247, 253, 267, 279, 282, 286, 289 
Tam, the, of Malabar, 175 
Toiungyd. See Shifting cultivation 
TauM-bigJm, 384 
Taxila (TaMshila), 95 
TENANTS: 


— in joint villages, 25 

— rights of, in their houses, 26 

— rights of, as arising under the rai. 
and joint forms of village respect- 
ively, 433, 435 

Tenure, prevalent form of, determine 
the revenue system, 431 
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^r7t(77atr, name for Eajpnt (locally), 124 

— title of subordinate cliief, 197 
Thapa “ Tappet., q.v. 

Tluiru tribe, 12S 

Thole, (local) division of a village, 31, 
283 

Tibetan element in Himalayan dis- 
tricts, 77, 87, 93, 130 
Tilokcandi Bais, estates of (dismem- 
bemient of local rulersbip), 319 
Titles. See State, the Hindu 

— (legal) to land in modern times 
compared with the Empire, 429 

practical effect of, 440 

— secured by village record system, 443 
Tojulavmandalam, vestiges of joint- 

villages in, 371 

Transformation of villages of one kind 
into anotl-ier, 36, 843, 344 
Tree (or gi’ove) planted or left at founda- 
tion of new village, 130, 324, 396 
TEIEAL AEEAS or territories found 
over India, 165, 230 

— (Panjab frontier) described, 250, 253 

— ^ildqa, taluqa^ etc., explained, 245 

— in South India, 167, 169 

— where the clan has grown up in 
situ, 268 

(customary law), 217 

— rule gives way to monarchy, 197 
stage of society : village settle- 
ments necessarily began under, 225 

villages : appearance of joint- 
holding in, which may not be real, 
244 

TEIBE (or clan), the, in relation to the 
village, 225 

to the monarchy, 197 

— principle of subdivision of, 233, 
236, 238 

— terms indicating subdivisions, 194 
{note), 273 

— the Hravidian, 163 

— the Kolarian, 155 

— the Aryan in Yedic times, 193 

— assemblies of the, 195 

— ■ among the Israelites, 235 

— in Greece, 235 

— in Wales, 233 

TEIBES, variety of, in India, 84 

— of mixed origin, 87 

— ‘ outcaste ’ &c., 89 

— possessing custom of joint-family 
and a strong sense of union, 243 

— Panjab frontier, connected with the 
joint-village, 220 

— Indo-Scythic, 215 

— see also Aryan, Jat, Moslem, Non- 
Aryan 


VAiqYA (caste), not specially agricul- 
turist, 186, 191, 192 

— view of, in Mann, 190 

Varga (Kilnara), superior holding of 
land, 177 

Veda, no mention in, of land-holding 
in villages, Ac., 204 

— agriculture, allusions to, in, 158 

— caste as mentioned in, 186 
Velldlar (agriculturist caste of S. 

India), 372. (Final r marks the 
plural, n the singular.) 

Tesh (periodic exchange of holdings, 
Panjab frontier) ; also the series or 
groups of soils recognised, 256, 257, 
259, 260 {note) 

VILLAGE : 

(1) Theory of, in General — 

— both types of, found in. local Juxta- 
position, 3G1 

— early literary allusions in Veda, 204 
in IMann, are to the rai, form 183 

— error arising from combining di.ffer- 
ent accounts of, 34 

— of Northern, Jat, and other tribes : 
why in the joint -form, 210 

— origin of : different views, 228 
popular idea of, 3 

— quotations from Sir H. S. Maine, 4 

— reason of non-recognition of two 
types, 33 

— two types : areas in which each is 
prevalent, compared, 8 

— summary of all the varieties of, 34$ 

(2) General features of — 

— absence of, in certain places, 57, 60, 
131 

— not always found (at first) in con- 
nection with large clan-areas, 23, 
246, 251, 260, 267, 270, 404 

— formation of, as affected by climate 
and circumstances of cultivation, .48, 
66, 67 

— essential limit of, only when there 
has been individual foundation, 294, 
331 

— in Panjab, not as a rule Aryan, 80 

— artificial in various localities, 61, 
261 (note) 

— transformation of, 36, 343, 344 
— . vernacular terms for, 74 

— number of, as a measure of the 
extent of a iTija’s and chiefs 
territory, 198 

— waste included in boundary and 
diHerence as regards ownership 

. thereof, 12, 20, 173 

— site or group of residences, 13, 67 
-- genera] statistics of, 73 
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VILLAGE {continued ) : 

(2) General features of— 

— in Gujai'iit, 09 

— Eatnagin and coast districts, 70 

— Central Provinces, 70 

— N.W. Provinces and Oudh, 70, 71 

— Panjab, 72 

— central site and hamlets, 270, 279 

— built on elevated ground, 72 

— separate suburb for menials (S. 
India), 68 

— area, general extent of, 12 

(3) AdministraUve and practical — 
VILLAGE'tenures, ostensibly not af- 
fected by Moslem eonque>st, 217 

— how affected by Britivsh rule, 426 
by assumption of State right in 

the soil, 423 

— two types of : how diiffering as regards 
tenant-right in them, 433 

— either type equally advantageous, 
436 

— when held by agriculturist and non- 
agriculturist owners, 351 

— aggregation from an administrative 
point of view, 423, 441 

records, value of the, 443 (see 
Titles) 

— officers, See Patwdri, Patel, 
Headman, Lambarddr, Menials 

— curious features of : Assam hills, 
145 

— in Burma, 146-48 

— Dra vidian (Kdndh) in origin, 171 

— — in Chutiya Nagpur, 179 

— Kolarian forms of, 155 

— frontier of Pan Jab, a unique type, 
246 

— see also Bai. village, Joint-village 
Vindhyan hills, barrier formed by, 42 

— passes through, -44 

— eastern end, refuge ground in, 46 
Vlsabadi custom (North Madras), 141 


Waxsti or Wesh = Vesh, q.v. 
Ifary. See Varga 


Wdris {wirdmt &c.), euphemism for 
title by conquest ( = inheritance) 
211, 25*2, 403 (ef. mirdsi) 

Wdris in Kilngra : view of his position, 
215 

WASTE -land, the, general State right 
to, as descending from ancient 
Efijils, 12, 21 {note), 199, 208, 243, 
318, 444 (note) 

— not the property of rai. village, 11 

— always included in joint- village 
estate, 20, 365, 439 

— surplus area, 21 {note) 

— practical use of, in villages of either 
form, 439 

— in Kdndh villages, 173 

— not regarded as ‘p^’operty,’ 242, 
400 

Watm, 15 

Water-shares, 258, 264 

Wells for irrigation, shares depending 
on, 342 

— forming units of cultivating settle- 
ment, or of assessment, 65, 342, 345, 
346 

West Coast, villages not found, 62 

— land-tenures of, 174 

WESTEBN INDIA, population of, 

111 

— Dravidian element in, 161 
. see also Gujarat, Dakhan. 


Yadava or Jddun clans, 97, 111 


Zai, in tribal names (Pan jab frontier), 
meaning of, 250 
Zailddr, 442 
ZAMlND.^BI: 

— used to indicate the aggregate of 
Boyal rights, 208 

— grant of the, 300 

— meaning when applied to villages, 
350, 355, 427 ^ 

Zones of cultivation in villages, 
(N.W.P.), 334 
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